
Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD, 
J . Ya 

1. Species Yello, —thyvg ted 1422 che r Om, ited Seas)? Number: / 

3. Location Brookside Ree k : Ames. pio? County ; LT igwa 

4, Date: F May IG 79 S. “Pine Bita seen: O74 5 ee tt ee 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

bright: Vellous throat ; black cheeks with white spot behind each check, white st ripc 

Above eve , black top ot head, white underside, black streaking On sides, 

black and white wing S , plain rag back Chang ing to... blactuatianeck 

Lt was foraging So we got goed lgoks at adf parts ot the body, 

7. Description of voice, if heard: None heard 

8. Description of behavior: LIitting ro es Rae 

9. Habitat - general: park near- Towa State University 

specific: dle cid nous iuoods with Vhany trails - near Sg wow Cree k 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

‘Black burnian wav bler - throa an bright yellow, hot OF ange, th ite mar kings on 

face » hot ye Mow) Ov orange : DA a top of head cealf y Wwe f{ + was all black 

11. Distance (how measured)? About /0 m away (estimated) 12. Optical equipment: 7x35 4inces 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): : 

Sky cloudy ; quite overcast , Couldnt see sun at @d/, Saw bivd really well against large dark 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: tree trunk 

IT never saw this Spectres be fore , but T Krew wwarhblers pretty we || (being fom Maine) 

15. Other cbservers: fj,,.- Biden. 4d eee leas fo rn ithel ogy a lass) 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? y,.. 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

ba Gary Frederick Ca few day s before ivi Same. perr k) 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

fo bbin's Birds of North America 7 : 

didnt influence descri pl ion, . ust Cow firmed jt 

19, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? & hours 

/, . 
Lem Q) Qekneon Address: Jept of Anina| Ecolegy , ISU 

Signature 7% 

Date: CG Vnau I9 7 ° City, State: Ames, Lowa 5 00 
©) 

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to 
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and 
want to share this experience with others, a written description is essential. It is 
true your immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accept 
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly 
the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual 
skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who 
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will 
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but merely because 
they ordinarily expect verification. Whether the individual demanding verification 
realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method. 

If your observation involves a common species during a season of abundance, 
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the 
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verification 
is not obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation 
is a collected specimen, and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable 
evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records 
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain thal even extraordinary 
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying deseription. 

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an 
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently 
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary 
observation irrespective of the observer. 

Tt should also. be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now 
available, species identification from photographs are possible. Such epecies 
documentation are highly desirable and should be sent to the state editors or to 
large museums.


