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VOTE: 6-I-P, leil 

II, legs not visible in photo. 
I-P, saw bird. 
I-P, no problems. 
I-P, Only problem might be elimination of Yellow-footed Gull, 

but as stated by Myers, bird size (also range considerations) 
probably rule out livens. Probably will become at least casual in 
Iowa. 

I-P, If no one ever saw a rare gull in Iowa again I’d be 
happy, but if one must then this is the way to do it--adult bird, 
compared directly with Ring-bills and Herrings, seen very well, 
photographed. Assuming we can eliminate Yellow-foooted Gull by 
range, this must be a Lesser Black-backed. Assuming we can 
eliminate any gull by range is perhaps unwise.
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Lesser Black-backed Gull 21 

at Red Rock Reservoir 
Thomas H. Kent John Bowles 

211 Richards Street Central College 
Iowa City, IA 52240 Pella, IA 50219 

At 8:15 a.m. on 1 December 1984 the junior author and David R. White were 
viewing an estimated 1,000 gulls in the north tailwater area at Red Rock Dam, 

Marion County, when a black-backed gull was discovered. Most of the gulls (90% 
Ring-bills, 10% Herring, 1 Bonaparte’s) were circling below the dam or roosting on 
sand bars created by low water. The black-backed gull was seen on a small bar 
opposite the inlet and stood apart from the other gulls. Initially the bird appeared 
to be the size of a Herring Gull but later comparisons and photographs indicated 
that it was definitely smaller than Herring Gulls but larger than Ring-bills. 

Bowles returned the next afternoon with Darwin Koenig and found the bird in 

the same spot. A positive identification of Lesser Black-backed Gull was made 
based on yellow leg color. Many observers saw the bird over the next three days on 
the same bar or further down river. The last sighting was on 5 December. 

The following description, which is characteristic of an adult winter or fourth 
winter Lesser Black-backed Gull, is a composite of several documentations and 
photographs. The bird was easily spotted because of its very dark mantle. It was 
larger than all Ring-bills and smaller than all Herring Gulls that ventured near it, 
although it was closer to the size of a Herring Gull. The feathering was all white 
except for the dark back and upper wing surface, black primaries, and light gray 
streaking on the neck. The bill was as long or longer than that of a Herring Gull but 
narrower; it was light yellow with a subterminal red mark on the lower mandible. 
The eye and legs were yellow. The upper surface of the primaries was black with a 
single white mirror on the first primary. The back and inner portion of the upper 
wing were a dark charcoal gray. There was a prominent white trailing edge to the 
flight feathers that became narrower and scalloped along the outer primaries. 
When the bird was standing, the wings projected beyond the tail. 

The size and/or leg color distinguish the Lesser Black-backed Gull from all 
other dark mantled gulls that have been reported from North America. The Great 

Black-backed Gull, an East Coast species that has been seen in Iowa, is distinctly 
larger than a Herring Gull with a massive bill, pink legs, and a mantle that is as 

dark as the wing tips. The Slaty-backed Gull, a Siberian species seen near St. 
Louis in January 1983 for the first record in the lower 48 states, is also larger than a 
Herring Gull and has pink legs and more white in the wing tip than a Lesser Black- 
backed Gull. The Western Gull, an inhabitant of the Pacific Coast, is the size of a 
Herring Gull with pink legs and a massive bill. The Yellow-footed Gull, a bird of 
the Gulf of California recently separated from the Western Gull, is slightly larger 
than a Herring Gull with larger bill, but otherwise has plumage quite similar to the 
Lesser Black-backed Gull. The Yellow-footed Gull is not a known vagrant to the 
east. The California Gull, which could occur in Iowa, is the size of a Lesser Black- 
backed Gull and has a mantle darker than that of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. 
However, the mantle is obviously lighter than any of the dark-mantled gulls and 
the legs are greenish. 
The Lesser Black-backed Gull is a European gull that winters in Africa but 

strays regularly in small numbers to the East Coast of North America and has 
extended its range in recent years to the Great Lakes and Gulf Coast. It was first 
found at Cleveland in 1977 and has been observed yearly since then on Lake Erie. 
There also are records from Michigan (4), Indiana (4), and Illinois (7), including 
two on the Mississippi River north of St. Louis (also in Missouri). There is a 
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Herring, Lesser Black-backed and Ring-billed Gulls, Red Rock Reservoir, 3 

December 1984. T.H. Kent photo 

Wisconsin record from Milwaukee in 1980. A Minnesota/Wisconsin bird at 

Duluth/Superior from 19 October to 4 November 1984 arrived with a storm from 

the east (Eckert 1984). It is possible that this same individual migrated south with 

Herring and Ring-billed Gulls to Iowa. To the south, there is an early Texas 

record from 1952 and several along the Gulf Coast since 1969. One individual 

returned to the Texas coast for several years and a one-footed bird was seen on the 

Florida/Alabama coast over a seven year period. Other unusual locations include 

Denver in December 1976 (Webb and Conry 1978), Monterey County, California in 

January 1978 (Binford 1978), and Oklahoma City in February 1984. 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls appear in winter or as migrants, usually at the 

time of freeze up. Most records have been from October through March with the 

earliest in Alabama on 17 September and the latest at Chicago on 27 April. There 

are, however, three summer records from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 

Northwest Territories. 

REFERENCES: 

Binford, L.C., 1978, Lesser Black-backed Gull in California, with notes of field 

identification. Western Birds 9: 141-150. 
Eckert, K. R., 1984, Minnesota’s first Lesser Black-backed Gull: October 

birding part II. The Loon 56: 240-243. 
Webb, B. E., and J. A. Conry, 1978, First record of a Lesser Black-backed Gull 

in Colorado. Western Birds 9:171-173. 
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

_ Lesser Black-backed Gull, 1 adult, 3 Dec 1984, Red Rock Res., 

Marion Co. Iowa. 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 352240 

Reported to me by Darwin Koenig who saw it on the afternoon of 2 

Dec after it had been found by John Bowles of Fella on 1 Dec. With 

me were Jim Fuller, Tom Staudt, Francis Moore, Bob Myers, Beth 

Proescholdt, Phyllis Harris, Carol McMillan, Fete Petersen, and 

Dennis Thompson. 

Time: 8:30-9:45 AM. Habitat: Des Moines River below Red Rock 

Reservoir dam. 

"A dark mantled gull next to a Ring-billed Gull--bigger than a 

Ring-bill. Yellow legs, yellow eye. Bill light, probably yellow 

with a prominent subterminal red mark on lower mandible. The 

primaries are dark, much darker than the mantle. There it flys." 
“The mantle and inner wing is slightly lighter than the tip, which 

is black. There is white along the trailing edge of the wing with a 

scalloped effect at the border of the distal primaries and probably 

one small mirror anteriorly near the tip. The tail is all white. 

The neck is streaked with brown and the underparts are all white. 

The wings appear to be long and narrow, perhaps longer and narrower 

than a Herring Gull, but there is no Herring Gull nearby for 

comparison. The bird caught a fish and was chased by Ring-billed 

Gulis." | Ze 

"The bird sat on a small sandbar in the river and exposed its 

yellow legs only when in moved around. Both adult and first year 

Herring Gulls landed near the Lesser Blacked-backed Gull, providing 
a good size comparison. The bird was intermediate in size between 

the Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. The bill appeared long and 

narrow compared to the Herring Guiis." 

Song: not heard. Behavior: as above 

Conditions: The bird was about 75 yards away, 3/4ths of the way 

across the river. Sunlight was at a 90 degree angle. 10x 

binoculars, 20x scope and 15x camera lens were used. 

Similar species: Size and yellow legs exclude Great Black-backed, 
Western, and Slaty-backed Gulls. Size excludes Yellow-footed Gull. 

Mantle to dark for California Gull and leg color too yellow. 

Agreement: No one disagreed. 

Previous experience: none with this species. Have seen others 

except for Yellow-footed. 

References/time used: Looked at National Geographic Guide the day 

before and after watching bird for a while. 

Time of notes/typed: dictated while watching, typed 8 hours later



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa y4-36 

What species? Lesser Alack-backed Gull (Larus fuseus) How many? ss | aduit 

Location? Below dam at Ked Rock Reservoir ,Marion Co lowe 

| Type of habitat? Sitting on Sandbar 1p DSS Maines Pivce belies Ret | Pee Caen 

When? date(s): Necembey 3, 1984 time: 3:34am. to 7S a.m. 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore 336 Fairfield St. Waterloo /A 50703 

others with you: Bob Myevs, Tom Kent Pete teen Tom Stavdt, Beth Poescloidt, 
Jim Foller. 

others before or after you: m. ob, 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

The bird was Se below tHe dow af had Lock haserveir sitting on & gmall sandbar over 

half-way ACY $5 the Des Moines Icwer, Tle third walked aveund- tHe Sand bav as. it. was. being V (ewed, 

Geils HA we re stand ing ara Fiyiag Close ca 41.5 bind. [4 WAS also gma lley oe tle Heveing Gulls 

H+ Wert pear by. Th. bivds bill Usa S y Ellow, The Gonys spet was Bright blood ved color, The bird 

had a grayish- brown wash on the head gyound and behind its eye. The head neck throek , breast, 

the back Csaddle), upper wing coverts  ftertials, Secondaries ancl Primaries were & very da vk 

, slate -4 oy ca lex: Thevt was @ thin leading edge on its Wings anda (THle wider tailing eda 

sw. wings « Thave appeaved ty be elther one large ev two Smalley mivvo rs m He primaries, | 

The (eas Weye Yellow abou t Hs Same telor asthe bill. The meowlle (saddle) was Very dark, whi 

wee id suggest Het this bied was of the Lave s fisevs y aa Subspecies. There was little 

contast befween tHe plimaries and the rest of He upper suctace of He win
g and back. 

[in Flight the under wing suv fuee mostly white jin He under wing doverts ; the primaries 

Condevwing ) were davk gay with tH. dave : ee coley hailing out in fe Ho ‘eis sustuce 

of thee Secondaries, | | 

“ 

Similar species and how eliminated: Not as lavye as Greed 61,4 decks d Ooi . devils on 
bask and wings thaw Ring~billed and Hewing Gw tis tinae «¥ Hh ade tther~ guils have 

y ellow Feed snd Le slike this bied did. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? N- 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Exee{l2t Vidw ing Conditions, Sunn ,eold, Seen fom AYypr?%. (O49 yavds vSing 10x 4¢O Leitz 

binoculars , Celesther C40 at 33X srk at 20% though Niktecrmet FTN Camsya, B
ushned| 

S Pacemaster ZOXlO telescope en hand hotd stock mount. 

~— Previous experience with species and simflar ones: Saw one othev Lessee Black -basda d 

Gull ak Cape Henny, Vivginla Beach, VA om izlis|7e, Familiay with Grect Black packed , Hexving ancl 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Aone Zinyg-billed Goils, 

How long before field notes made? Yo Hy. this form completed? (2 Hvs, 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 74-34 

What species? Lesser Black-backeo Gull- — How many? / aA jt 

Location? hed) Kock Feservoir ~ Wah~ hel walker 

Type of habitat? Shaka: pen an sond bars t hocky poinls below) man ham 

When? date(s): Dee. 3, /%¥F4 time: 33 ¥ AA1.to G/F BY, Cwe jet —bird ehiguill 

Who?your name and address:Aodert? & /Yyers /28E Sylvia Aue, hhaterho,Lewa se70/ 
P= pe Pete 

others with you: 7ercis “ore , Jom kent, Jom Staudt, Sim Faller, Beh Feveschp lh, Petersen 

others before or after you: Derws, Koen s 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The gull Was resting on a tonal, fom Pa pees © 3 Occasionally Pry oben’ 

and return. Qnee 57 hed a Hid. 

Heool neck, kreast and belly exere eshite. Head 1 neck hal some dork 

streaking Chreanish \dens 0 ond, Head was rou ndledf- pigeon like. 

Bl ne yelbeo peal had a very thiuwns bngh*# peo spst On The Sont 

enol of the Jowwer- meondisle- Bi! coos hat oS massive as jn herring gull Clarus argentstus) 

OCsubl/ nok Fell eye cohr. | 

Back ancl wwmg.s cvere very olen k (sbted grey naps slau? bbehsk- 7 he primaries 

were block being a stocle darker Won rest oF g
ing Or bork: Ap Pls AT Ike gall 

showed very jie whifs inQimenies bat did hove o while Tratlhg Chye on eerce/ 
toc ile: 

Tai/ frum were while. 

kegs ond Poet were ye) bee. Colvious) 

The gull Wark a /THe farger Hoon Whe hing billed gulls Cloras clelavun tensic) iT teuw 

<1Th end! tne sansete~ Pl an her ring gull Cfarus angen To tas) Mat? Jonded by 77 For a lime. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Ze yellow legs + Seet rule cut Jaws argentotve ond/ 
larus matiias ond laras oocidentatss, %orns hvens can be rele ost bearse of 

(1s hina teS KONG, anal tae SPIGES1# VE 6:4. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Wo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Excellent cond iliins —except Gr The cold- at Times sn bng lt son ty ht. Dsiorxe C9 S 

Of OX. 80 ye. At tee! Dxss Hed. bites: ¢ OS Bushnell Score. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ThAi¢ /s my Sinst Sor Ths sp- 

References and ae consulted before writing description: 
Natione!l Geog roph'e vide ) Gulls by Gront y inds “by Horrisen 

How long before field notes made? o4 “e sgor this form completed? Same Aa 
afi _—J 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
nie “>



Svbspeares | 4-36 
tl Larus fieus Hagens sheus a es black book ; L91NG< ¥ prvcewen There 

/s pol yo7uch centre sT ietioees poe Pee sect af “e179 or back F'n 

Qn ker The heats aswally remalas more while C show sng less s Theo ks \7A- 

fo New 114 su b- SPL CIES. _ de pO ag Whine “Ths biel sue Pd fp, Dserak - 

ee 

Larus Vives jetty wield tui Qa bhelee i back Fee ings Lut She 
yers 

Conthos?” bokpees Ing tt nd Primaries 1s stl eupdent. A Whad 

| OLnr hivol LO a’ This sub - spec (es , 

barus oscec Graelisii rae ash-grey Lomas call hawks (clon ker IF hy 

herrig ) and shows Centrost LoTaee, kag ye primaries 

and The vest 28 wing mand back, This coald bo 

nn hed bul Mh es tid dol oe eine iaihe. ) 

Tran L, 2 graelsvi well whi: om we , bow every - 

at off Simtlian eith Fhe achieal cohr Javes anol ~ 
Sor77e jn Bng prices Pittes Woes Ccur.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for adil bird sightings in towa Ju -3 

What species? Lesser Blac le bac Led Gul/ How many? / 

Location? ked Kock Rese rVor'y 

Type of habitat? Sil uray we ririifer below) dam 

When? date(s . tke 2, 195-4 time: I? 2S” to G, JO laled | 

Who?your name and address: Be th Froescholdt, Li SCOM 5 

others with you: Caro/ McMy, [len Lau [, nektais: 2, 7om kent. Tan Txaud ¢ 

Franc, s Moore, Bob Myers, Jr Cutler, he Relersg Gl 
others before or atter you: - erhnGdt Haak Zale an ee~ SHA y pe g 

ne + Else rms rong. G ay? 9 Blac 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you obsevved. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

TNS Quill was List seen on a Sandbar on the tar side of the ore = 

— A large gull larger then the Pin -_billed Gals, and smaller 
Mar 

the Wand alls hp Ry ) a. Wa y te enti S01) Sze. aw A pS ee 

than the dthers, noticeablysé — a Charcoal-colored beck and 
Wings, toith bleck Wing - -+i'ps a white head with Laint 

bccuceh streaks a wh ve ‘tail, 2 seve fegs, and yellow 

bi If wor th red - a winter adult Lesser Bleck- backes 

Toke eg when st flew and the 
Charcoal back ZH Shek Leg - tips Were ve ie i jo brecetie 

Ter th white trailing edge 07) elds ial 

cis ae id tae oe G- f Bel backed Gul Herrin Gall, 
By ilar species and how el Hirani gn e/mo:t) htt Dale fe er al 

bille 4 bull # F , seine Man a 

sheets pled nani legen lan Rrteneel Bick alee’ yelow legs 
d any’ 0 ave rese ati ns abou ll) ar so Vo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

San Sh rnin g trem 4 yards (aeprex ) binecalars # SC afPE 

pid S wg ar with a oe any r ones: Ne Jer @& Lé Sser but ONC 

ury Great B Black i“ Maine many Herr? ~~ Rerg- billed. 
be ‘dike wi fg fog Fons ulted et Ne ti descriptfon: 

fe sides - Uat'l, Gee vse" 
Guides « before Gera, notes nade? Made fo See form completed? Jan f ‘) oe 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa $4-36 

What species? AesSér Bhck -backed Gall How many? / 

Location? _Kéd Koch Dam [Marien Co. Lowy 

: Type of habitat? Késepyivr petfFew 

When? date(s):_ Dcember 3  /% 4 time: to 

Who?your name and address: Thera Ks J. Ss7HUDQK 5/7 DEARBORNV Towa ‘ 
ee FAAYO 

others with you: Tom kent.  Freec:c jue | 2 by Muer. $e 9 repsdn 
/ i . 

others before or after you: man, olhers 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include Size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

the id wae wi ntet ada It - 3:// Color was yellow with «0 tt 

Spot on the lpwer mane b/é- TAt head wat nhrte with 

stv bahs Yhah canknautd 22% te hE And need Lye cole nas Wg hT, 

Theré was Aa dark Smudge behind TAL EYE. Brkég7 and wn dor pay Pe 

wkte whtte . 

WgAT bVowrn 

the mantit wes «4 dath ‘97 alice Fk blatla - TALS foler EX tended 

oat even! | agvess the Mopper wing Sorhele Yo TAL ne Fie big AAAs. 

Wing TIPS. ThERE wb a white Trailing bey 
and *aner weimaries. ThE tg color was yellow - 

TAC bid Was 6A] : 

wo YAh FF KAN G46 

larger Than the Ring billed gulls bat 

Smaller. roan whe” Meseing gufls vhat were stand; 
Sreurld ing, “AL br vels 

while . 

peer yt. 
MWONGS extendel be yeindl hE sa, l- Me, F LVaS Tak 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
Reng -billéd, Hering and California adu/t$ have paler Grey man YIES | 
bréstern PF 3 AAS prnr lkgF - 5°2t LO mgav SOA ines a eo absve. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 1/7 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Pull gan, séhind and be —_ ieFT. COV IS  Esre TK binotalarg = 2O%X SCO E 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
none wow fh be ee sfc Es 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? Yuring pbseruatonthis form completed? Sc as 
/ 

ma — 



l. 

7 - 

oo 

4.ate: Dee 3, [QD BY Ds Time bird seen: PIS AEL to A’YS AK ote 

6. 

10. 

il. 

13. 

14, 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. — gu-36 
/ 

Species Lresgacr blichbachef Call 2. Number of birds: / 

s,ocation below Ref Rock Pn ta County: Murteou 

4 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

(ru (( (avger than Ring bills, ey Oe Mau Herviug ? beth “20s 

Mauwt le slate gvey, black wing Et S, inbe Te beflou, heas wh; fe. 

wet J pouuigh streaks, Eve (; Lt, byll ello ne ved tousd 2 

Legs yellow. Tail white, ME eb serueh jn Sligio epee 

. Description of voice, if heard: not card 

. Description of behavior: { 4. warter- “OU seud be WS tau tng % gesting 
; : S 

. Habitat - general: Des Motues R he Fein Red Rock Dan, 

specific: san Abar hu vever 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Too guull Ser Greatbleck-borked, 
Leycolov elimimates slaVycbacled Cull 

Distance (how measured)? (OC va bs ean, 12. Optical equipment: /6X buccole, 

Light (sky, light on bird, position, of sun,in relation, to bird and you): 3 v 
clear shy, Faun From [e St, 70% aug le Yobudet o Scvueds, 
Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing 

species: Had i 4 

ated trate Rare char si a bout AOD 0 Ysovuartrens 

Ss phar cpeete. Poe Senge MTom Mewrt, To mw tHteudt, Bo Myers, Francs trove, 
Did the others agree with your identification? Mes 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Daw n Moe u byt Fo ku Bbsulay } 

Books, illustrations and advice congulted, a d how did these jnfluence this descriptipn: 

Fae chead aif Ctel gut Cet Hasivin tab Vier to d&bsepnor 0a Jp 
eherniueg Tield CUahng Yo [ook yer. Dou '4S$eel Duar prSlauwed. 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? | C5 wren | 

ZZ om “sag LL | Address: 235 Mellel eu Bl4 

Signature 

Da Dee. 3, [G4 City, State: Davenport Tera 

(over)



(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. g4 ; 

l. Species, LoS sa eae hac beef by [/ , 2. Number: _/ 

° Location Re bor bre at Keel Kove k Kes Nevrem an dos . 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): Gu jie man He. Ws oar a qruy, 

A+ rest Wing Tip s extended beyowncl “1 | aud WE VE blocle with come white Spor s visible P White. 

! 1) i 
\ ; . ' ae Hs } a 

he ead and rock were White, beet heavily strerled wrth gray, There was a sma, are re teh around the 
{ f f 3 

eve, Couldnt tell ae cour, the by \\ WS Yellow, WW IX}\ oP aa peat +he lor Wane pie, The b || did n+ 
heve q mas sve’ look, it scomed t0 be straight Mctecct ot thicley at the end, , The lee 5 Wrefe yellow. 
7. Description of voice, if heard: The c¢ of- 416 be was hve Whe ' 

nize thet line -€ ee wes VIS\vle, ° oe re sdiietiainduass TS UK $ x 
8. Description o behavior: , ae oo : 

Rosting with its hood tucked a b+, Seemed skittish wh another gull would and port tort. Woulf 
9. Habitat - aaorre move a few “eet +o aietur partot she same bar, Was stoning in shallow water 

specific: noar sunel fara ve | are bo pleme In tag Last Vit OLA nc} fullwateys ol. € RK Yew : 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 
t 
{ 

We s stand \4 Wkt to both Ring sb lieel Herrivi AuTi We s uterine di ddeg \V SIZ betway +e iyo, The ita v4 je. 

wr’ divtwncdly day key than e1 tev ot above » Buch. dir {dev shay Ca Form Hull, “wo hive § om by|\, "e ‘OW Lea 

QnA smalley bi 1 +han Woes-te rvi ull, . | 
11. Distance (how measured)? SO wel (> \ wi 12. ‘Optical equipment: jo y20 

. $ cUpt 
13. Light (sky, light on bird, positign of sun in relation to bird and you): = 

ove ayn Sun nloseh dive #p Pri 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

one, Fivet der t-bec keel eye tf Tye Cer b6b+7, 
15. Other cbservers: | 

Stuud+, T. Cont 
16. Did the others agree with ycur identification? les 

17, Other observers who independently identified this bird: ‘ 
iy pete , , 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
a a ;. 4 fj j | ) : a 
Hac Net. Gee, Ane YUIKe wit Vy We , UU cof \ + anef huduen Marler bu rche. for. Eowyad FLSA . 

wth stm elguy Spee el Os, ; 7 

19, How long fica: this bird did you first write this description? © hors. 

~WAY ahd CAE -. Address: QAlq YY bea 
Signature. - | 

Date:_ filed : ‘City, State: Le homos Ze. $03 /O 

(over) 

NY ee
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF 
2w 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY ITA S224o 

SPECIES: LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL NUMBER : one 
LOCATION: Dam at Lake Red Rock COUNTY: Marion 

DATE: 4 December i984 TIME: 8:43 AM TO 10 AM 

HABITAT: In spillway just below dam; estimated 2000 gulls feeding over 

water or resting on sandbars. Frobably 95% Rina-bills, the rest 

Herrings. 

DESCRIPTION: (As transcribed fram recorded notes made while viewing 

bird) "I am watching one gull which is slightly larger than adjacent 

Ring-bilis. The mantle is a very dark gray and is immediately 

noticeable as different from the lighter pearl-gray mantles of the 

Ring-bills. This is an adult bird and all white underneath and on tail 

and on the head except for gray streaking on the top of head and back 

and sides of neck. The bill is bright yellow with a very bright red 

spot on the lower mandible. The bill is médium size but not heavy 

and bulbous like that of a Herring, however, it is slightiy deeper 

than that of a Ring-bill. The legs are yellow. The primaries are dark 

black and contrast with the dark gray mantle of the folded wing." 

The bird spent most of the time either standing on the edge af a sand 

bar or in shallow water. Periodically it would fly up a bit and come 
right back to the same place. At one point, a Red-tail flushed all the 

gulls and I relocated the Lesser Hlack-back down river about 100 yards 

and watched as it picked at the roots of an uprooted tree. 

SIMILAR SPECTES~-COMMENTSs. Yellow legs separate from both 
Greater Black-backed and Western. Mantle and leg color separate from 
Herring. . 

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Seen by many others both before and 

after. Present with me were Eugene and Eloise Armstrong, Gladys Black, 

Beth Proescholdt, and Fhyllis Harris. 

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Overcast with sun directly behind. Excellent 1i@gnt. 

DISTANCE: 725 yards (Estimated) EQUIPMENT: 20X scope, 7X binos. 

FREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SPECIES: First experience 

with this species. Have not seen Greater Black-backed, but familiar 

with both Western and Herring. 

REFERENCES,PERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: none 

FIELD NOTES MADE? Recorded notes made while viewing bird. 

THIS FORM DONE? one week



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 74-36 

What species? (essev Black ~Racked Gul| How many? 

Location? Red Rock Resevvoixr and sam — fexiew. CoO, 

Type of habitat? Below -tho daw on id bares 

When? date(s): Nec. & 69SE time: 7:46. we FH iu, 
: lO: CO wm, fo loroY% am, 

-Who?your name and address: Max} Proeschald+ , Giscmh sewer 

others with you: Roth Poeschaldt 7 ‘a. 

others before or after you: Heuwk ~alete [7 ee Ke at, Carl RBendeart 

; . Phyilis Hees 0 ther 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. “Yrclude $1; size, Shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

After cosidevakle saxvching, we fund tat the gull 
lad ce-twene.d +o af Sad ker be low the. dawn Gund - was with many 

Rima—i led amd Herning gulls en the semd hay , tT was generally 
between the Sige vawge of Riw-billed aud Hevrivg gull< 
WS eet out oft the wate — had ye. Now eq < tad feet, 7 had 

the lewew batt. ot wees 

at 

ba 
ae a ved Spot oy 

§ UWL ane AWA Grad had € white between 

WAS faintly eis with oe Kues ‘ we 3 tie car deer Yo get 
out and all the gulls ley. We _ ft efain en a swall gsauad 

slowed am all white Kil ond eek araui- thew nas. ee WEP hed Similar species and how eliminated: . row Ring- 
Geant Black-bacled Gull has / bleex ine Rai gfesreos- an ts = eS with 43 

Did any one disagree or have reservations 7 identification’ , | 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Cloudy and overcast d istanceS estimated, 7X35 Binocular $ 

XAX Scope : 

Previous experience with species and similar banat Kivet ime x Lesser RBlack- Backed 

Gull. Saw my first Great BiacK—backed Gull ss Pr Maine This Summer. 

References and persons consulted before <n description: Not!, OY, Bivds of M. Ameonica , 

Rt Petersen's Suide-o the Birds, and Rob bits Bids of North Amoi ca 

How long before field notes made? Right alex this form completed? f\ec, ZY, 1284 
Vier wg 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


