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II, legs not visible in photo.

I-P, saw bird.

I-P, no problems.

I-P, Only problem might be elimination of Yellow-footed Gull,
but as stated by Myers, bird size (also range considerations)
probably rule out livens. Probably will become at least casual in
Iowa.

I-P, If no one ever saw a rare gull in Iowa again I’d be
happy, but if one must then this is the way to do it--adult bird,
compared directly with Ring-bills and Herrings, seen very well,
photographed. Assuming we can eliminate Yellow-foooted Gull by
range, this must be a Lesser Black-backed. Assuming we can
eliminate any gull by range is perhaps unwise.



Kent,

T. H., and J. Bowles. 1985. Lesser Black-backed Gull

at Red Rock Reservoir. Iowa Bird Life 55:21-22.

Lesser Black-backed Gull 21
at Red Rock Reservoir

Thomas H. Kent John Bowles
211 Richards Street Central College
Iowa City, IA 52240 Pella, IA 50219

At 8:15 a.m. on 1 December 1984 the junior author and David R. White were
viewing an estimated 1,000 gulls in the north tailwater area at Red Rock Dam,
Marion County, when a black-backed gull was discovered. Most of the gulls (90%
Ring-bills, 10% Herring, 1 Bonaparte's) were circling below the dam or roosting on
sand bars created by low water. The black-backed gull was seen on a small bar
opposite the inlet and stood apart from the other gulls. Initially the bird appeared
to be the size of a Herring Gull but later comparisons and photographs indicated
that it was definitely smaller than Herring Gulls but larger than Ring-bills.

Bowles returned the next afternoon with Darwin Koenig and found the bird in
the same spot. A positive identification of Lesser Black-backed Gull was made
based on yellow leg color. Many observers saw the bird over the next three days on
the same bar or further down river. The last sighting was on 5 December.

The following description, which is characteristic of an adult winter or fourth
winter Lesser Black-backed Gull, is a composite of several documentations and
photographs. The bird was easily spotted because of its very dark mantle. It was
larger than all Ring-bills and smaller than all Herring Gulls that ventured near it,
although it was closer to the size of a Herring Gull. The feathering was all white
except for the dark back and upper wing surface, black primaries, and light gray
streaking on the neck. The bill was as long or longer than that of a Herring Gull but
narrower; it was light yellow with a subterminal red mark on the lower mandible.
The eye and legs were yellow. The upper surface of the primaries was black with a
single white mirror on the first primary. The back and inner portion of the upper
wing were a dark charcoal gray. There was a prominent white trailing edge to the
flight feathers that became narrower and scalloped along the outer primaries.
When the bird was standing, the wings projected beyond the tail.

The size and/or leg color distinguish the Lesser Black-backed Gull from all
other dark mantled gulls that have been reported from North America. The Great
Black-backed Gull, an East Coast species that has been seen in Iowa, is distinctly
larger than a Herring Gull with a massive bill, pink legs, and a mantle that is as
dark as the wing tips. The Slaty-backed Gull, a Siberian species seen near St.
Louis in January 1983 for the first record in the lower 48 states, is also larger than a
Herring Gull and has pink legs and more white in the wing tip than a Lesser Black-
backed Gull. The Western Gull, an inhabitant of the Pacific Coast, is the size of a
Herring Gull with pink legs and a massive bill. The Yellow-footed Gull, a bird of
the Gulf of California recently separated from the Western Gull, is slightly larger
than a Herring Gull with larger bill, but otherwise has plumage quite similar to the
Lesser Black-backed Gull. The Yellow-footed Gull is not a known vagrant to the
east. The California Gull, which could occur in Iowa, is the size of a Lesser Black-
backed Gull and has a mantle darker than that of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls.
However, the mantle is obviously lighter than any of the dark-mantled gulls and
the legs are greenish.

The Lesser Black-backed Gull is a European gull that winters in Africa but
strays regularly in small numbers to the East Coast of North America and has
extended its range in recent years to the Great Lakes and Gulf Coast. It was first
found at Cleveland in 1977 and has been observed yearly since then on Lake Erie.
There also are records from Michigan (4), Indiana (4), and Illinois (7), including
two on the Mississippi River north of St. Louis (also in Missouri). There is a
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Herring, Lesser Black-backed and Ring-billed Gulls, Red Rock Reservoir, 3
December 1984, T.H. Kent photo

Wisconsin record from Milwaukee in 1980. A Minnesota/Wisconsin bird at
Duluth/Superior from 19 October to 4 November 1984 arrived with a storm from
the east (Eckert 1984). It is possible that this same individual migrated south with
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls to lowa. To the south, there is an early Texas
record from 1952 and several along the Gulf Coast since 1969. One individual
returned to the Texas coast for several years and a one-footed bird was seen on the
Florida/Alabama coast over a seven year period. Other unusual locations include
Denver in December 1976 (Webb and Conry 1978), Monterey County, California in
January 1978 (Binford 1978), and Oklahoma City in February 1984.

Lesser Black-backed Gulls appear in winter or as migrants, usually at the
time of freeze up. Most records have been from October through March with the
earliest in Alabama on 17 September and the latest at Chicago on 27 April. There
are, however, three summer records from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and
Northwest Territories.

REFERENCES:

Binford, L.C., 1978, Lesser Black-backed Gull in California, with notes of field
identification. Western Birds 9:141-150.

Eckert, K. R., 1984, Minnesota’s first Lesser Black-backed Gull: October
birding part II. The Loon 56:240-243.

Webb, B. E., and J. A. Conry, 1978, First record of a Lesser Black-backed Gull
in Colorado. Western Birds 9:171-173.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Lesser Black-backed Gull, 1 adult, 3 Dec 1984, Red Rock Res.,
Marion Co. Iowa.

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240

Reported to me by Darwin Koenig who saw it on the afternoon of 2
Dec after it had been found by John Bowles of Pella on 1 Dec. With
me were Jim Fuller, Tom Staudt, Francis Moore, Bob Myers, Beth
Proescholdt, Phyllis Harris, Carol McMillan, Fete Fetersen, and
Dennis Thompson.

Time: B:30-9:45 AM. Habitat: Des Moines River below Red Rock
Reservoir dam.

“"A dark mantled gull next to a Ring-billed Gull—-—bigger than a
Ring-bill. Yellow legs, yellow eye. Bill light, probably yellow
with a prominent subterminal red mark on lower mandible. The
primaries are dark, much darker than the mantle. There it flys."
“The mantle and inner wing is slightly lighter than the tip, which
is black. There is white along the trailing edge aof the wing with a
scalloped effect at the border of the distal primaries and probably
one small mirror anteriorly near the tip. The tail is all white.
The neck i1is streaked with brown and the underparts are all white.
The wings appear to be long and narrow, perhaps longer and narrower
than a Herring Gull, but there is no Herring Gull nearby for
comparison. The bird caught a fish and was chased by Ring-billed
Gulls. "

"The bird sat on a small sandbar in the river and exposed its
yellow legs only when in moved around. Both adult and first year
Herring Gulls landed near the Lesser Blacked-backed Gull, providing
a good size comparison. The bird was intermediate in size between
the Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. The bill appeared long and
narrow compared to the Herring Gulls."

Song: not heard. Behavior: as above

Conditions: The bird was about 75 yards away, 3/4ths of the way
across the river. Sunlight was at a 90 degree angle. 10x
binoculars, 20x scope and 15x camera lens were used.

Similar species: Size and yellow legs exclude Great Black-backed,
Western, and Slaty-backed Gulls. Size excludes Yellow—-footed Gull.
Mantle to dark for California Gull and leg color too yellow.

Agreement: No one disagreed.

Frevious experience: none with this species. Have seen others
except for Yellow—footed.

References/time used: Looked at National Geographic Guide the day
before and after watching bird for a while.

Time of notes/typed: dictated while watching, typed 8 hours later



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 74"3"
What species? Lesser Alack-backed Goll (Lovvs Loseus) How many? | adolit
ocation? Below dam at Red Rook Reseryoivr Mavion Co  lowa
Type of habitat? Sittiny on sandbar in DesMoines Rives below o Rovk diin.

When? date(s): December 3 1984 time: 2:2dam. to FiSa.m

Who?your name and address: Fygncis L, Moove ,33¢ Fuicficld ${. Wadesloo A s0703

others with you: Bob Myers Tom Kent, Pete Podegen Tom Stavdd, Beth Paesclotdt,

Jim Follev.

others before or after you: m. ob,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of_aﬂ parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

TAE bivd wus ’fund‘ below Hi dom ot lod Lock Lasevvoiv 5”"‘""‘3 on a small sandbav over
hﬁ'(’-—w‘,j ACYD 5% m D‘s Mﬂ"ﬂes ‘?.\V"'(. TL. b:r& Uﬁ{k‘J dﬂund‘PL-l- Sdnd Ld\" as :'L wJa s é&l’qﬁ Vi‘@l—l)fd.
T’L. "..-J ‘vm,,-f v vevj rlarlf. l)n#-‘, +o bfabk-}/- M:n‘jfamd man-HL, TLﬂ b’-rJ wWas ‘dv‘je.f +L‘-- Q:ng—bh‘l’aJ
Gv”‘; M were ﬁthi"j and ﬁj‘;"j C’ak - +£|£-" L""J- I+ w'as ﬁ/Ja Fma Ha-f 4‘{«-0-- ‘FL-L HCft:&j éu“f

Hot were pear b‘f The bivds bill was ‘f‘”"""' The Fonys srof was bv:‘_,jn"' blond vod calow, The bidd
had o grayish-bwwn wash on the head avwund and behind i4s eye. The head neck thvoek, breast,
be“g;"ﬂ""‘f 2l f-D\ff-l’“’S, e Undev fnil coverts and dnil was white, Tl -yl “'PP“““-‘“' davie.

1l back (5‘14:“‘-), uppey wing coverts | Jecrtials, secondaries anst Primayies weve & vexy davk
Slat-—g'ﬂﬂ calevr: Theve was « +hin faA'mj cdge on i+ w.'njs and o (1Hle wider ‘h@ll.’-‘j 6.41(
b He wings. Theve appoaced b be elther one lacge ov fvo smalley mivvors i Ha primaries,
Ttw (435 weye \j'fi“w-‘ ,‘t,"w‘{' Ho Same tolor as the bill, TL martle [.Sad'o”f) Was Nexy Jdri whied
wowld suﬁgs‘l{ ‘H-wf fhis Afr’ci has p{\-h';r. L,h,.,g, .,ng.;s £)¢45 gubspeg,fes. 'ﬂwff- was litle
contast bofern He pimaries and Ha rest of He vpper soctree of He ;.Ju'nj and back.
™ P!'ijl.t e un‘:‘e(uinj sorfnce mosﬂj whife in He UﬂJcrw-nﬂ dp\/c.r‘f':s; H@pw'maw'es
L'unéavuﬁnjj were davk gvay with +He davle ¢ il colov ‘I"-ﬁ;hnj ovt into He vndav sulg-t—é
o(-’ #‘L secanlui'cs,

Similar species and how eliminated: No+ aslavee a8 el Blaud duad Boil: diwkivan
bagk awd W'“"SS +l¥!~v\ Qinﬂvbi""‘-J and H&W?no aull. Nontf‘f '}'L:SLLG#G/: _j,uff: A:ﬂ
yellow Eund i g s.like +his bird dd,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Eh_ell.awt \li!—w‘mg e..ond:*'sons, Sunny ,told, Sien ";om appvr ., 0o yavds us'.“j 10X 40 le 4=
bincevlays, Celesthen Q0 at 33X srd at zox -H-.-.owﬂ. NiKkscnad FTN CamSn, Bushnell
Cpacemaster 20xlbo telascope en hand hetd stz movnt,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Saw ocune othev Lesser Black -baclee d
Goll ot Cope Henvy, Vieginla Beach, VA on 12lis|7e, Familiay with Great Black pocked , hewving and
References and persons consulted before writing description: nsne Ring-pilled Golls,

How long before field notes made? 2 H. this form completed? (2 Hes,

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa yuy-3L
What species? Lesser 3.éck~boclreo/ Cull- :i;:"m How many? { d:f_t
Location? /Fea/ fock feservoir — Mok~ ri waler
Type of habitat? Sholow river w7 sordbars + rocky postc belws marn olem

When? date(s): Dec. 3, /9%4 time: 734 AM. to q;/;m@e Je®4 — bired stoyed)
Who?your name and address: Aoder? & /%/er_: /R3é Sylvia Aee., Woterko, Towa sv0/
Pete

others with you: Francis Moore Tom kenl) Tom 5'7‘64-/*) Xim /%//erJ Bell FRoeschp ld? Retersen

others before or after you: Oarw/n Koenig

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of_all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

ﬂg 3“’“ was re.s'f'nﬁ on o Sana/écn- o,.a/ Maaé/ aaca.s/.':‘m/\/j’ ?O{\) aéow'i'
andl reTurn . Onee ;7~ foot o £4. ’
//an/_, heoé) A,—-gp,’fq.w/ Ae/‘(_\) coere wl; fe. /Jéﬂa/v‘ ﬂemé A’O/ Some a/a»fs

Sfrea{tchﬁ (Lmh,s',()_d{u,,,z‘o—é,c,é‘ fead was }wn‘éb/-aa:geah like.

Bl wos aefL-w a;,//';a/ﬂ very &!wé.u; é,.@‘/f "'V/S{fcn(' on The ‘Pl-on"“
end of e Jower maondible. G/ «wos nit 05 rassive as ja hevring gull Clarus a»-jen'{a'hs)

Could not Joll ays color.

gaeéoho/m”;},; were very olork (sé'fe)qmj s gl flebil- Tk f’"”""’"ﬁ

were block émi’:g a s/oaé Aorker Thon hes'fd'P tan? o Beckc Zn ?/-QH' Mo 50/{
SI{M!JE'd/UPPy /,‘#f? AJAER n d}r)}-:'/naﬁfe: Aa‘/‘ af,y Jduf’ o w/:'?é 7:;;/”5‘9 &’(_fe o A’M.r/
' (g;"&)
526/6 d‘PM”U,
72,'/ 1‘Pum’a LIeve “p(:fé_ .
Aegs ond Feel were ye”ow- (Olvwﬂus_)
The Qa” was a/:ﬁe ﬁfge—» 7/‘5,, 7% h‘hs-b“”ea/9u//s‘cf0wu dglm@m‘.;t) f"f&oag
T ond Some smellos 7Hon a horring Gull Claras argonTofes) Wl fordad &y 1T For ST

Similar species and how eliminated: 74e yollow legs + foet rule out Jors argadstis ond
larus Imaripas o/u/ Sores occ;a/enfa/xk, Lares Hiens cap e rloo’ 0uT bocoese of

/75 /:b—.;?‘é.:/ rorge, o,../marc. IosSIie é: /.
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? )

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Fxeellent eon/‘r#ins'exc-rf Ry The cold- a7 7imes /n AP@/?‘ 5“”’;_'7/7‘- Dslome cos

approx. SOyd. L wseco! VX35 Bl binacs. + 5K Bushroll Scope.
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 7 4¢ /5 my Sl Lo Wi sp-

References and persons consulted before wijting dﬁicription:
Matino| Geugrphic Guide y Bully by Gront rols “by Morrisea

How long before field notes made? o4 /7€ sv,faf" this form completed? Sz .»e a/ﬂ/

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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Svbspecres

9{-36
,é__m:z_;s puscas 4_)::_5_'34_13 :';uJoaJ.s a very black éack, w;ﬁg: ¢ Fn}n’w'qs, There

Jl""‘y .

/‘-S /?97 M(/C‘/ QdﬂfMSf ébeﬂ” f"‘;ﬂ'ﬂr'.&s 0”J ',es-f J ldl:?’ ar Aocé Iﬂ

Lorh *r 7}1’&- 59004 4/.5:/0/_4 remo/as meore ;..;[,‘7‘5 (sJawm', Jess wa;é_r )'75(*‘
‘Pvlfttdi;rg S’aé" Sf?ee;lr;-. J e /707‘ 72--'»/( 72.-‘5 é:;'a/ﬂos ,4 ‘P Qu‘gcu,s_

/f-‘”‘“i SDU.SG.S /éf?rmea/lbs Agg a é/oc[ws[ é-fﬂé f-mn;js A«?L 7%9

y'.ry

C‘On{'rosf' Ao'?ﬁ»'m;, w/r‘ag &na/pm;nemes s sh/lf evr?:/en‘-. I'?Z:m(

orr Lfro, [ acg #.’s S,uL-SF@Ct‘@S,

Ldl‘—us paSCUS' 9*‘081/5‘." Ja_; o;A,-grej wl;'!g," o,,/ é,,ﬂé (a’a»éﬂ- 7%»;

/werm—'.cj) ond sShoass Contros] bofoee, bk e priviares
opd Hhe rest oF wing M and back. This cpull le
vor bird but L TAink cur bl Jood 0 clorker ook
Han L. 8 groellsi woolod shmd. L omm w7, /’*Jw*-‘*j iZ

of off Pmitiwy. ¥l e achisl! oohs Kves aret ©

Sorre /};'fe‘hgmaé?’}ba @loes <Qcur,



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa g;f .3(,
What species? leﬁscr /5/46 é—- ét{c Z’éo( 6)0// How many? /
Location? ,?e,d ﬁc”cé %56 FvVou!y

Type of habitat? 5{[?///&).41(1 v Fri/év &e/ag_,)_ 0/0/?‘!

When? date(s): ﬂ’,c 3, /?Jfﬁt time: /3% to G/ /0 /}ﬁi
r /)

Who?your name and address: /'57@ 7'% /'/f‘OSSC/)O/J-/, Zt' Scom 5

others with you: a‘ff‘ﬂ/ Mcfz‘r’r //t’ﬂr_ glu /i nc/-[d Ty 75»1 ,é’en#, Zm ?ﬁcfc{t{
Fyanc: St oove Bob ',‘fj ers, Jrm Fuller, e te Petersen G.7
others before or after you: # il - A WA=
1 P f ‘/Icé.
Inglude size, shape, details

) , e 4 Florse Hrmstrong,
Describe the bird(s) including only what you obseived.

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This gull was first seen on a Sandber on #he -QV side of #he river -
Q /mfge,' ull /m’ger' ‘/'ha:,-) the ?mq-[?///ed 64!/51 and smalley 7han
the Hévring Gells - 2 out Jo wa y between /0 size, T# was darker
+han +he others, Nadsceablise — & - eharevalcolored beck and
wrngs, with black wmif-‘/a‘ps) @ white head with femt
brawn.'sﬁ s"ttrea/Cﬁ a whife ‘/af'/) jc//aw /&js, aﬁof ye/[aa)

)
bl with ved 'SPo-/..- a wintev adult lesser Black- backeo,

Z also 54w if on Dec 4 v S when f Flew and #he
C/‘M‘Cdﬂf Dack 4 ébc,é wf"r]g-/:'/ys were //ery ne ticeable

with whte 7/rm/f'nj ec/qe e B &

Similar species and how eliminated: éi‘édf gétclg-bdcééc{ G/l A/frrf’gi Genil

)

¢ ' S/ a masf b“‘rz much vker
Gull //errm a”%{if i “% o, Moy i é}far‘
o 'ﬂ &.4s,

z _b:'f/e.é
chuvcoaeplorsd mandle, lavagy Fhan Kog:0illedy Py *la%ss" elta w
a9 id adnﬁ‘ﬁéﬁgﬁ%a/?geecﬁﬁlgv(éaééeivkﬁ%r{? ‘a!tﬁ:nu e'idenntfi’ftilcation? Ut’ 2

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Sun S f‘m'n? {rom s e, /oo yarcfs(ﬁlofvrax)} brnocalars + Scepe

Prevjoys experjence with specigs and gimilar ones: D€ Ve v a Ze sSSer 6a‘f one

& }svxr'n ofl Gveat Blac é—gfc‘&eﬂ}af’? Marne many #err-{/\q; ﬂrrq-_b-//ec{.

Re grencesluar}d/pce,rsons Fﬁ’" ulted be%‘géwristing descriptfon:

JideS - / a ,l 2C0 /e-‘ rs_ﬂn N o —
6How Tong before fiel 'notes made?hldde a/'t’/lc’e,this form completed? Jan /, /??S

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa gy-3i
What species? L&SSér  Blick ~backeid Gull How many? /

Location? . Réd Rocl Dam Mirioy o, THwn

Type of habitat?  Aeservwr  oorflow

When? date(s): Daember 3 /9¢ 4 time: to

Who?your name and address: T Azm#s J. sS7HuUN 7~ §17  DEPRBoRN It ¥y,
FAA40

others with you: Tem kent | Froneis iheer ’ Bob Mucr.  fute 9 Fercgn
, 4 L4

others before or after you: Man, 7R ErS

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

The bind wai &) winker  adalTe B oot was gellw with o ed
Spot oen Yhé  lpwer mand, $/E TAE head  wal nhi'te wetvh 105AT brown
Shviahs YPal canPnakd on ko TR Aindneeé - E/‘l colsr nhg I,}A}:

-ﬁlt"fl‘ wab a dark S'ﬁ!;.d'/é 6{'40‘1/ TA ¢ I.‘)v’t'-_, Breas? and “ﬂg{;rlﬂ.cr;fr
whre whité .

The man?lé wné a4 davk 'ffa; almes ¥ black « Th's color &xlended
sal™ cvénl arvessS vhe affﬁrw-‘-y Sitfnt€ v ThE ndﬂ'(a-é;’p darmér .

u/.fn? TIPS o ThEPE mks a  wh)'te ?ra.'),‘7 éq(. Yo YAL  TECANdr i
and CANEr g pimeries . The /éf colrr  wus Vel low -

TRE bird wus 6/1‘?;47"/ larger Than  The &.'n?~£,‘//ﬁ,/7h//j b
I maller tvhan The M:‘rr.‘y G4//5 Tha? wiére  sund,

Srariding , SR bINVS WINYS exFendey beyrand  RE calle Tie
Lb,j,,'hc_

neer 1.
hl./ A'VZS

Similar species and how eliminated:
Riag-b.1td, KErring end Coliforpia adn'ls havé palsr gr man &S
Wisreen ball his pond 1&95 ~  S72E CompariSen inyiinlied adsve.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Pull Sun  46hind and po our [EFT. COY Iy esre K binotalirs 20X scopé

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
NOAE L 1A Th'S sSPrele

References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? ./ r.',}r, obserwtibnthis form completed? Symis e
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10.

11.

13.

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. gd-3e

4
. Species Agffﬁr 6&&”@4&%&#/ 2. Number of birds: /
~ .ocation erf&w /Qf/ ]rod ﬁam County: ,MW“
s_sate: D{& <, /437 5. Time bird seen: dp”'tp;)(fﬂ to 4r9f5'f,ﬂg °f'°r

Spe

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

éa// /d_tf f/Vﬁ'-&“ /2 ‘15 é‘\[/{ sm/@‘/ WQIA #th:ﬂiébﬂ umy&
Mastle sfaw‘a guey; block winglips, jbite below, beal wlite

wwgww% ‘5\‘”‘4{ £7e lght, ) syellov spue ved t-ouard
Lej yc/fow T&ZL( ufac'{lﬂ ﬂ/o‘? oéﬁﬂf/uf,ﬂ 8 oh\__(g‘;“ €:fiém EP

J

. Description of voice, if heard: "o & L{d.’dy-/
. Description of behavior: i U\_u_éi&f"f- ou 54«Jﬁ¢y) s‘ltmaji'm, ¥ f@,g{“{ﬁ

. Habitat - general: 0.:;/"[021«35}2 ée /eu./ ﬂejﬁno& De v

specific: §M1bay L river
Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:

Toe 5 wal -'—FW @r?a‘f‘e/:mk»ﬁaz&e‘f
[_% o (o v ‘g[ vt tuales S/d‘éycéafée’/ G.a//

Distance (how measured)? /()o},g.,/,; M{, 12. Optical equipment: /bx b}ma/ey
X5
Light (sky, light on bird, osi on of sun relati to bi d and you): \‘{@
¢ (ear sy, sun Fvoum [e§ , 90° i Q n? SevveNs,

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: de See i
Eu-mp L%W:‘aua, 2 bout 30 oUsevy
15. Other observe % e/fgzl,’o./ Vic X, Tow Hewt, To m:“(—n.aj‘)( Be é("f}q-_’ya, Fiauds ﬂ-raoy&
o€ ge
16. Did the ot:hers agree with your identification? )-’(5‘
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: pd_m)ukn_‘ufj"— -J_OI”‘ BU“’/“J'
18. Books, illustrations a ayr:e congulted, d how did these jnfluence this descriptipn
& éﬁﬁ/ CsN— ??w*f&&) v’?ef Yo &Usemo O“f
?ML —?\e[d éi’ Yo (ool For- Do Y Feel T Mfff\“ﬂ““ﬂ‘-’e{'
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? ( 5 men
é V(—ém' & % Address: < 3.5//]4-6&/&/?(« gfuﬂ
Signature
Da ]:)ai 2, /4&7‘/ City, State: D&U%FOV{‘\ Touwa

(over)



(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. o
1. Species_i@?.@f" Bhoelie Jorhesl é/j// 2. Number:_ | I
- Location Belms chem ot Ked Kok Koo Momew (o, :E,
4. Date: DT/B{/M 5. Time Bird seen: /202 - to /). 3Q) '

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,

but include only what actually was seen in the field): G.':“ /|~ ,WH/@:_WJS dqu d\rV‘UY,
74_,» rect 'h/'f?ﬁ'\"y.b excrendec btyaw‘ | and were Hat.ic with come white spot's nakle, White
dAreec zpaiuted +ie g oy becle aud | o b wg tys, The e | (@lvw"wn f""e”"f‘i\" wers il white
The 'Lu:(l and 1o ck mve_wh*'d\ Ltd ‘M ﬁ@qboﬂ wrrth q-m" : Tfere was & e !, Jdr & pmk awuucl.;L_
eve. Couldnt fell e cobr, ‘rb- W\ was vellow er}\qug on e ,{ow W'ﬂr:‘ e, The b ([ af;,fn‘-l-
have o "macssve’ ok tsamed 4o L&S*fﬂ[ffh*ﬂ’ilﬁﬁjdﬁ( o theckey at <heepd,  The g« wrere yelbw,

7. Description of voice, if heard: -, ekl dla ,{ ' :
| ] ) + ) }1‘
whire trarine -EJ.c!e wee s IS ble . bo ¢ WiS White, Wi‘l m!‘:lvu:j s w1 )«

8. Description of behavior: | g X
Roctine, with 11 }w;pcﬁ-fuc?"&/a bt Semd skittih wha anatior gull weuld land yout +o 14, Weuld
9. Mabitat - geueral: py~up ¢ fow Leet +p duothr fdr:!‘of#n, savtel L:r, War stndind 1w 5 |
specific: noav o wnd@r‘dw\ loar .L'..&éw"lh +he. Lagt V\LM\#ﬂ futlwaters o+ | K. Vam i
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: -
We s s“fam(m wert fo barﬁ'l ﬁmwbahrc/e Herra cj‘dfrs, W s aufer}MJf¢+a_ W s12.€ hefura %Jﬁ Tige, T'lt Hadud Je
e Aane sy dae ke Yon e1ther obabovie, Bul k. clurlio v —ha Caleforma qull, po bluek ow brll, Telgy L‘q 5

e sv\dﬁ.w ntl H\m\ Weste pv qdu”, _—. :
11. Distance (how measured)? 5Ty, (+) 12, ‘Optical equipment: (vyiyu

= S cogpC

13. Light isky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
ool light, Sua clwosteliretly 9uerwj _ :
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
e, Eipadt durb-buckeclgull T've ever sessr,
15. Other cbservers:
rcrmuc’*, T Ké’ﬂ‘f
16. Did the others agree with ycur identification? %5

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: .

i Coenroy,
18, Books, illu:grations a}:d advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
.'nfaa{ Wt Ges, forn(gur&&_ with W, Umag B d’Hc/ huduen Mester buide Ly Compurison.

with il Speeces.

19. How long aft.e%pserving this bird did you' first write this description? cY')‘*WR,

e ﬁl?leﬁ 1 Address: /)"’)( &t L’/L{ —ﬂ-
Signature v -

Date:___ )%/;/f? . 'Ci.tyi, State: %f%o_/ﬂai; z/, 6/23/0

(over)

L -
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. EBENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
I0WA CITY IA S2240

SPECIES: LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL NUMBER: one
LOCATION: Dam at Lake Red Rock COUNTY: Marion
DATE: 4 December 1984 TIME: 8:45 AM TO 10 AM
HABITAT: In spillway just below dam; estimated Z000 gulls feeding over

water or resting on sandbars. Frobably 954 Ring-bills, the rest
Herrings.

DESCRIFTION: tAs transcribed from recorded notes made while viewing
bird) "I am watching one gull which is slightly larger thanm adjacent
Ring-bills. The mantle is a very dark gray and is immediately
noticeable as different from the lighter pearl-gray mantles of the
Ring-bills. This is an adult bird and all white underneath and on tail
and on the head except for gray streaking on the top of head and back
and sides of neck. The bill is bright yellow with a very bright red
spot on the lower mandible. The bill is medium size but not heavy

and bulbous like that of a Herring, however, it is slightly deeper
than that of a Ring-bill. The legs are yellow. The primaries are dark
black and contrast with the dark gray mantle of the folded wing."

The bird spent most of the time either standing on the edge of a sand
bar or in shallow water. Feriodically it would fly up a bit and come
right back to the same place. At one point, a Red-tail flushed all the
gulls and I relocated the Lesser Black-back down river about 100 yards
and watched as it picked at the roots of an uprooted tree.

SIMILAR SFECIES—--COMMENTS: Yellow legs separate from both

Greater EBlack-backed and Western. Mantle and leg color separate from
Herring.

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF DTHERS: Seen by many others both before and
aftter. Fresent with me were Eugene and Eloise Armstrong, Gladys Black,
Beth Froescholdt, and Fhyllis Harris.

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Overcast with sun directly behind. Excellent light.
DISTANCE: 75 yards (Estimated) EQUIPMENT: 20X scope, 7X binos.
FREVIOUS EXFERIENCE WITH THIS5 AND SIMILAR SPECIES: First experience

with this species. Have not seen Greater Black-backed, but familiar
with both Western and Herring.

REFERENCES ,FERSONS CONSULTED EEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: none

FIELD NOTES MADE? Recorded notes made while viewing bird.

THIS FORM DONE? one week



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa gy-3¢
What species? [ ec<sev Rlack —Bac Ked Gull How many? {
Location? Re_A Roc K Re<envoiv aand Norn — Maviewn Co,
Type of habitat? RBelow +the daw ow  Seud bars
When? date(s): Nec. 5. 98¢ time: . YGanato .49 e

0] 00 acw, o [0/0Y a.wa,
Who?your name and address: Mavl¢ Peeschald+ . Liscom b  Towa

others with you: ReHh  Proesc I.LQH 4‘4"1_-;\
others before or after you: Ilenld f,q(e'k 1 ’I'E)tm Ke. V\-/- Cav| Bendort
Phyils o Hué*r's
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed é‘lude size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast. belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

AHe Covs|devalike S&YCLQH, we  fSund Hat Hhe 3““”
Wad cetwened 4o o samd bav below the dem omd was with wany

\:’;u&—htl\eé amd Heeing gulls en Hhe st d Lru-. I'7L was  genevally
Was stwdivg out of Hhe water amd had ge lfow

dmrl( €an3 3‘-‘.{3 c_\/\avcerkl LQC}\ T wm‘gg
the lewer bill. £t was

T+
leqs aud _w“ee-k T+ had

awd & ved spot oun
35790 yaxds away and had & white betuean

4o f\ded chovceal aeay w.\n_gg 2nd &nur}( wivg 4_"55. gds witle head
was -‘a\w‘\'l‘j S‘**ren_!(ecl Lu\"l’c\ L\—ow\ f\mes " UJQ oPe/Aecl ‘H\& Cax— d@o\(‘ Je 3€+

out amd all +he 9%“9 flew . Lu’e_ -ﬁ;;uwi 't egatn e o swall gaund

bax 9o 3&&&5 Qway amd I sew £ Hy kW Hhe S
Shewed am all white il amd  davl Q*’:—‘:\u“ek black wf:Q <. E-F :}mlf[e‘;/;o;-#

Similar species and how eliminated: .,

Hom .
Gt Blatk’/\)&d(ecl Gul( has L\afu,)( baek ch\{g b‘ﬁ;‘i ﬁ& ‘:{‘Q”:E' 3(‘;21 WI‘H\ (45

much blackew back and wings, g javger, and has P iwk -Pee_-l- and legs.
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

cloudy omd ovevcast  disdemces e,S'*{-v'ma‘J‘Qc}) 7x35 Bivnoculavs

XA X Scope ’
Previous experience with species and similar gnes: Fivst +iwme R LesSew Black-Backed
Gull, Saw my Fivst Great BlacK —bacle Gull $ P Maine Hhis Suwmmer,
References and persons consulted before wr‘ﬂ:mgrs descri t10n padl, €94, Bivds of N. Amexicr
R.T. Retecsens Guidedo Hhe Bivds, awd Robbins Bivds o . Amecica
How long before field notes made? Riqut afiex this for‘m completed? Dec. 29 198¥

Vit Aﬁ

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




