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Lesser Black-backed Gull Record Number: 88-29
15 Nov 1988 Classification: A-D
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA

*S. Dinsmore, *Johnson

also 21 & 23 Nov; IBL 59:14, 77

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore, 15 Nov

Ann Johnson, 21 Nov
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 59:14

Records Committee: IBL 59:77
VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain

A-D. We need to be on the lookout for hybrid Lesser
Black-backed x Herring Gulls, but this bird seems to be too dark
for that. Dinsmore describes all of the marks needed.

A-D. I got 2 copies of Steve’s documentation, none of Ann’s.

A-D. Long distance sightings like this are hard to accept but
all essential field marks for an acceptable record of this
species are present here. I did not have a copy of the Johnson
documentation but instead had two copies of the Dinsmore
documentation.

A-D. I am concerned that California Gull is adequately
eliminated. The only basis for this is mantle "too dark" and legs
"more yellow." I am willing to trust the observer’s experience,
but would like to see the Committee’s response to this record.
Features not seen are iris color, bill shape, size and markings.
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, Ia 50010; Ann
Johnson 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211 [3/29/89]
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DUCLMENTAT LUM Fukr

npecles rlesser black-backed ull
How Fany L winoer adult
Location SHay,orviile Heservolr, rolk Lo.-near Jester Fark

Habitatrresting an mud bar with tnousands of otner gulls

pate 15 Nov L9358

Time Z:d44-42 58 pam.

Ubservers Mame and address:steve Dinsmore #4024 ariansas D FHmes, &
SO0010

Uthers wno saw Dird: Bery Engeoretsen

Lescripticon of bird:l was scanning througn some gulls that were
resting on & large mud bar north of Jester Fark when [ noticed a very
dark-mantied aqull resting with Ring-oiliea oulls. (he bDira was
approsimately 254 larger tnan the Ring—billed Gulls. but was =maller
and stimmer than a Herring Gull resting apout 50 +eet away. The

biros mantle was slate gray, noticeably darker than the mantle of the
Ring—-pilled Gulis it was with., The wingtipe were black, slightly
darker than the mantle, The bird s underparts and tail were white.
The nead was also white and was heavily streaked with brown,
particularly on the back ot the head and the nape. I could not see
the eve color. The bill was vellow and was longer and thicker than
the bill of a Ring—-billed Gull. I could not zee any rea or black spot
on the bill, but that may have been because the bird was too far awav.
The legs were dull yellow, -similar to the leg color o+ the Ring-billed
Gulls. L moncluded that 1 was looking at a winter adult Lesser
Black—backed Hull.

Dimilar species and how eliminated: The sizeltlarger than Rina-billed
bGull, smaller than Herring Luli: eliminates ail Gulls except Herring,
Calitornmia, and Lesser plack-backed gulls. The mantle was much too
dark +tor a Herring Guli. Separation trom calitornia Gull is much more
ditficult. Obviously, the mantle color of this bird was much too dari

tor & Calitornia Gull, and the legs were more vellow than the legs of
a Lalitornia Gull.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent
Wwith the sun behind me. Estimated viewing distance was 500 vards., i
used o Buschnell Z0-459x spotting scope.

Fravious sxdperience with species: | have seen two other Lesser
glack-backed Gulls in lowa, plus several in Massachusetts.

Feterences consulted:NGS Field cuicde to the Birds o+r NOrth America
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How lLong betores +i1eld notes were maderyon the spot

o

How Long betars this +orm was completed 2 hours
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QCLMEM TR LU o

EsaEr Wlark-backesn wull
Y S L WLMLEr AUl T
O ANV L O VL L LE peEservolr, ol Lo.ss-near Jester Park

HaDlLac SFesting on aud Dar with Tnousands or oThner duld L=

Time rosdadb—ad 500 DaiMa
Uhsserwara Mame ann agdress: sceve Dinsmore «odd4 arkansas . smes, L&

SO0 L0

vate 13 bNMov [958

dEhers wWho Saw DlroiEery Rnosdreatsen

Ueecription of Dird:l was scanning chroudn some gulls tnat wers

FEst LG oOn & Laroge mud bar nortn o+ Jester Fare when [ noticed a very
dark-mantlen aull resting wicth Ring=-oillea Gulls. e oira was
apoproXimately 2060 laraer opan the Fang-oilleo oollis, ot was smal ler
spd =Lammer ohnan & Herring vull resting apout 35U feet awav. e

piros  mantle was siate gray, noticeably darker than the mantle ot the
ming-nrllea Gulis 1o was with, T wingoips were DLlack, sliagntly
oarker tThan the mant Le, The pird s wunoaerpsets and tarl were white.
The nead was also wnitse and was neavily streaked with Drown,
particularly on the back o+ the nead and the nape. P couwla not see
the ave ocolor., The Dill was vellow ang was lonoger and thicker than
the prll o+ a Ring-billed Bull. I could not ses any red oF black spot
o bthe plll, out that may have been pecause the oira was Loo far away.
The legs were dull yvellow, -similar to the leg color or the rRing-billeo
Gl s, 1 concluded that 1 was looking at a winter adult Lesser
Hlack—tacked bull. )

SLMI LA specles and oW eliminavea: The sizeddarger tnan ming-orl led
Bl L, smaller Tnan Herring wuli) sliminates 211 Gulls excsEpt Herring,
Calitornia, ang Lesser glack-packed gulls. Fhe mantlse was much ton
dark +or a8 HMervring wull.  Separation rrom Ccalitornia Gull o 1s oauen mores
L0 TR, o o Wt B S Obviously, the mantle color of this bird was much too dark
& alitornia Gull, and the =208 ware more vellow than the legs of

Aa alitornia bull.

Viewing condgiltions and @gquipment:Viswing conditions were excellent
with the sun pehind me., Fstimated viewlina distance was D900 vards. L
veed o Buschnell £20-43x spotting scope.

Freavious experlence with speciles:l have sean twa other Lessar
plack—backed Gulls in lowa, olus several in Massachusetts.

Reterences consulted: oD Flelo _uul de

How Long Detrore rield notes were maderon Tne spot

HMOwW  LOong LDetore DN1s $0rm was complectea sl hours



