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Lesser Black-backed Gull Record Number: 88-29 
15 Nov 1988 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore, *Johnson 
aiso 21 & 23 Nov; IB 39:14, 77 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 15 Nov 
Ann Johnson, 21 Nov 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:14 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain 
A-D. We need to be on the lookout for hybrid Lesser 

Black-backed x Herring Gulls, but this bird seems to be too dark 
for that. Dinsmore describes all of the marks needed. 

A-D. I got 2 copies of Steve’s documentation, none of Ann’s. 
A-D. Long distance sightings like this are hard to accept but 

all essential field marks for an acceptable record of this 
species are present here. I did not have a copy of the Johnson 
documentation but instead had two copies of the Dinsmore 
documentation. 

A-D. I am concerned that California Gull is adequately 
eliminated. The only basis for this is mantle "too dark" and legs 
"more yellow." I am willing to trust the observer’s experience, 
but would like to see the Committee’s response to this record. 
Features not seen are iris color, bill shape, size and markings. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, Ia 50010; Ann 
Johnson 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211 [3/29/89]
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SOG LSS rLesser placCkK-haACckK ea tsuli 

MGW Flamy sl WLOTRer acduit 

LOCATON Sbayloarviile meservoire, folk Uo.-near Jvester Fark 

NADL ATL SP eSting an mud bar with tnousgands of otner gquiis 

Pate Le Moy Leas 

Ubservers Mame and address:nteve Dinsmore 4024 arkansas Dr. Ames, [4 
are 

thers woo Saw Oiled: shery Engeoretsen 

VeEcriptian af bird:]l was scanning through some gqulis that were 
reskhingd on a large mud bar morth of Jester Fark when I[ noticed a Yery 
Gark-mantied gull resting with Ring-billed Gulls. The bird was 
ADPrOxTMately «<34 larger tnan the Fing-biiled Guiis, but was smaller 
and Siimmer than «a Herring Guli resting about 39 +eet away. Tre 
birds mantle was slate aqray, noticeably darker than the mantie of the 
Raing-opilied Gulis it was with, Tn@® wingtips were biack, siightliy 
Garker than the mantle. The bird’ s underparts and tail were white. 
ne nead was alsa white and was Ne@avily streaked with brawn, 
Garticulariy on the back of the head and tine mape. i could mot see 
Che eye colar. The bill was vellow and was longer and thicker than 
the bill at a Ring-biiled Gull. { could mot ee any red or black spot 
an tne o1ll, put that may have been because the bird was too far away. 
the legs were dull yellow, «similar to the leg color of the Ring~billed 
ub ls. L cancluded that [ was Looking at A winter adult Lesser 
Black-ripacked tguli. 

Sitmllar species and how eliminatea: Tne sizetlargqer than Finag-billed 
Quit, smaller than Herring Gulls eliminates ail Gulls except Herring, 
Laitarnia, and Lesser flack-packed gulls. the mantle was much too 
Gark tor 4a Herring Guli. Separatian tram California Gull is much more 
ditficult. Obviously, the mantle color of this bird was much too dark 
ror & Calitarmia igull, and the leas were more yellow than the Leas at 
& Walatornia ull. 

YiewLlng conditions and @quipment:Viewing conditions were excellent 
With che sun behind me. Estimated viewing distance was SOO yvards. i 
Used 2 Buschnell £0-45_ spotting scope. 

PrAaVLOUS BxperLlence with species: 1 have seen two other L 

Slack-backed Gulls in tlowa, olus several in Magssachusett 
SSser 

S 

Reterances consulted: NGS Field Guide to the birds of North America 

Mow Lang betoare field notes were made ran the spot 

oye 

HOW LONG berare this torm was compleced’= hours
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MADQLR AT SF eSTING of mud Oar WLTN TNOUSENAS Gf OTNer dui 

‘ . 7 ; 4 Sees go 3 se0e ¢ _ . aa at : 
3 H oo, pe <3 ao —_ iss P ai i t ees ae) 

PLE og Abebem eet cg fa MN. 

coeur 

LIne oO Saw Olrdi tery f:ngeoreteen 

UeSsceLobhianm at Reicha: MAE GCAO Cnr oudn Same Guils tnat were 

reshing om a tlarqe mud bar morth ar Jester Fark when I! noticed a very 

Qarkemanti ed aud] resend wiih RENGeOL LL eo uli s. Ne OLrad was 

approximately 25% larger tnan tne Bingwbiileda fuilis, but was smaller 

amc iii nan & Merringd imuii , dt thg tlt S) PGE away. ihe 

biros mantle was slate dqray, motice@abiy darker than the mantie at th 

MAM cOLi ea tsulis 2. was with, TUS WIiNQTILOS were OLace, Sliamtiv 

Garker than the mantle, The bird & UnNdg@roparts ana tail were write. 

Tne nead was alsa wWnite and was m@avily streaked with orawn, 

garticularivyv on the back a+r the head and the nape. i could mot se 

hone eye colar. The oLliil was vellow and was longer and thicker ti 

bhe tall oof a Ring-biiled tauil. L ecuiid mot see any reo or biack spot 

om the oiil, put that may nave been because the Oirda was too tar away. 

The leas were dull yellow, «similar to the leg color ofr the Ring~billed 

Dud i Sa i concluded that Lt was jooking at & winter adult Lesser 

Slacke-hacked SULA 
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Sklar S08cles and ow @liminatear (ne S1ee@tlarqer tnan eke 

Iii, SMALLer TOAN ferrind uulis: Gliminates ail rtd LS except Herring, 

ak LPORML ER, ang leager back-nacked gquils., Tne mantle was mucm rong 

(ark roar oa Merrinad tauli. SeDErakilan tram Lalltarnmia tuil 18 mucn more 

Qirriracuit. nb DUM the mantle color of this Oird was mucm toa dark 

for os Calitormia uid, and the leas were more vellaw than the Leas art 

& Waharoarnmiae isuil. 

YiGWing conditions and @quigmentiViewing conditions were excellent 

With tne sun behind me. Estimated viewing distance was 300 yards. i 

Ligec 2 Buschinmell co-4+Ss_ spotting scope. 

MRE Y ACLS & All gti ae WLU S0e@cies:al Mave seen two Guner Lesser 

Al ati bac kee ied h im fowa, olus several in Massachusetts. 
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Mow Loma beraore figid notes were maderan tne spar 

Mow LO OGTOre Chis +Orm was COMDLeteds2 mours


