
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 

Great Black-backed Gull Record Number: 86-33 

21 Dec 1986 , Classification: A-P 
Bettendorf, Scott Co., IA 
*Sandvick*Kent*Fuller*Bendorf*Pete*Moore 

22, 23, 24, 25 & ?19 Dec, P-225 Kent; IBL 57:46, 56, 78 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Jim Fuller, 23 Dec 
Thomas H. Kent, 22 Dec 
Carl J. Bendorf, 24 Dec 
Peter Petersen, 25 Dec 
Francis L. Moore, 19 Dec [? correct] 

PHOTOGRAPH 

T. H. Kent, 22 Dec, P-0225 

REFERENCES 

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 57:46 
Field Reports: IBL 57:56 
Records Committee: IBL 57:78 

VOTE: 2-I-P, 1i-II, 3-II, i-no vote 
II, I have no doubts. 
no vote, ?19 should be 29. A well seen and excellently 

documented bird. 
II, Thank God it wasn’t another Thayer’s! 
I-P, Kent doc. says N. of 174 bridge, should be E. as river 

runs E-W here. Old sea wall is on Il. side of navigation channel. 
Bird seen in both states when flying n. of old wall or swimming. 
Is date correct on Moore obs.--it is the earliest date if so. 

II, Description from several observers leaves little doubt 
about the ID of this winter adult. 

II, I’d love to give it a 4 on the grounds it could be a 
Southern Black-backed Gull, but I imagine you’d all shoot me. 
Sandvick is new to the documentation game--give him some hints? 
Needs to explain circumstances and to know that comparative size, 
not inches, matters. Petersen’s documentation so brief it could 
never stand alone. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 30 May 1987, with photos): I-P.



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation cL “4” 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: (Bd - 33) Great Black -hacke/ &.// 
DATE SEEN: /Q-2/-S6 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: [Sethenalor?, Sco Co. 

oBseRVERS: Sornaluick, kak S foller, Kenalbort, ke krsen, Yeope 

DATE OF REVIEW: 5-3) -3> 

METHOD OF REVIEW: )/pte 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: J— f° 

COMMENTS: 
f’p O/7eE fad ans thh Oe . 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

‘Explanation of Classification: 

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee : 

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 

committee members. 



on A penray Cau a ALA a 

Own a Vex mr hen bd yet. 

acces oe | mu Pre eT» ; se vias 

ae pr me, roese2 ont, 

ePon, At in eo duck were 

oo Ry Harnad anumeat tener, aA nidieh 

Nate’ — ve reer “a ek be ppact 

-_ a bee Natu 

eek pas ~_ a 

ae - 

Bee AR. AS. Kevey anol - 

3B Oa he me nas ps, Wan RowdQ mk Oe 

araae . ftrmacs jr do - 
Moe  Aatecmrey wrt dios 2M. Pree 

Reet 3.  [0'0VAM orgt f bewe Lael of. le. | Rowe 

No- Deeb Ih Bred becker Rok ” 7 : - ra 

att owed yee tWA - 

— 





yb -32 
DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

breat Black-backed Gull, Bettendort, IA, 22 Dec 1986, 1 ad. 

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, I1A 52240 

ither observers: Tim Dwyer and Al Hahn were there: many betore 

and atter. 

jime: 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Habitat: center oft Mississippi Kiver on old pilings. 

Description: “In Moline at a park north ot 1 74 looking across 

the Mississippi River. More that hait-way across on the lowa side 

on a series of boulders are a number of gqulis. Sitting on top ot 

a boulder is a gull that looks twice as big as the adjacent 

Herring Gulis. It 185 immacuately white underneath, white head, 

large bill with red dot toward the tip of the lower mandible, 

legs pale probably pink. The mantle is jet black.” ... “Back and 

wings are black. Feet are pink. The bill marking is quite 

distict. The head is ail white. Eye appears dark, But can’t be 

sure of irris color." ...e. “4:30, Never saw the bird fly, but it 

raised its wing a few times. The under wing is all white except 

at the tip some dark shows through. The wrists have a white edace. 

There are small mirrors in the outer primaries." 

Conditions: sunny with light mostiy behind. Used 20x scope and 

binocs; bird at about 200 yards; photos with 750 mm Celestron 

lens and 2x extender. 

Similar species: The large size, pure black mantle, and pink teet 

eliminate other black-backed guils. : 

Agreement: yes 

Freviocus experience: have seen many in east. 

Reterences/time used: not used. 

Time ot notes/typed: dictated while watching bird. Typed Dec 30.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 56-22 

What species? OfEF7 Bink BIKS9 Ce How many? ‘d VL ee 

Location? gywWYYY 2wk  BETELI246 Loud 

Type of habitat? 

When? date(s): 23 JDfco SGLL time: 7-95 te 7rss AG 

Who?your name and address: — 4477 Lise be CC kon ttiias uote. tatu, CTF 
; - 7 

others with you: CAL feaAtttdl 7 | | 

otherg before or after you: 7077 £647 © 2QWECS 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

we Buen wat evey Sbin S Tall: 27 Loa SUE 

Lr will BLEELG oxrtE. CEwéeag SI2E LAS 

6 Kwetenwi buetS NEAAET, SLIGAILT 
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owes, THE BA ep teptS WERE SET BLACK: TWE MEDD 

was tyre with wo SILANE THE bibl wat 

LARbe 2D HAD A OMKE Ste
 ow AVLYALE CLOSE Zo | 

Buy plaT AT TIP. Wwe LEGS wlLE C
RAWSH-/YAR BALVIST

 

Jhitee Whe pantie, EVE PALE EMED Dihtk. NES 22 

sete Zs er pe teat KIT, ELLE
 FoR 

ALbuT FWE Fave bi eiiltth) CHAS CRAGER- 

LANNE RAW FIVE 

Similar species and how eliminated: VE2@LI 4<p07F%p Cuccr LELSER AACE 

BAKED Cutts -LbECS GlCle lo 4SI2ZE = WéS7RY Call~ BACKE ¥ 

teil LEeL0L LIGNITE | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ae 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

oy Avt SOX SALT OVE SCOPES: DAAHHM CE Bon PAROS t0e Ate, 

Saely Morne: CLLAST ~SL
UNTLG FOGEF 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Jf Sar SRST COD 

SELECAL FIM S © 

References and persons consulted before writing description: gcé/av _ 

NATL. Cblewen. ball | | 
How long before field notes made? yaprZazy7e__ this form completed? “2 flatwes 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



S6-33 

BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM , CARL J. BENDORF 

825 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY IA 32240 

SPECIES: Great Black-backed Gull NUMBER: 1 adult 

LOCATION: Davenport —- Scott Co. (about 1.5 mile upstream from 1-74.) 

DATE: 24 December 1986 TIME: Se25 PM TO Siso PM 

HABITAT: String of low rocks in middle of Mississippi River. Water 

practically all open (little ice). Approximately 500 Herring Gulis in 

immediate vicinity. 

DESCRIPTION: At first glance, this bird stuck out like a sore thumb 

from among the many Herring Gulls. When I first saw it it was sitting 

facing away from me on a very low rock. There were adult Herrings 

about 5 feet on either side of this bird. The bird occasionally 

preened, especially its tail area. It also turned around to face me, 

and several times it swam in the water in the general vicinity of its 

original rock perch. Although it was quite near a number of the 

Herrings, it did not appear to interact with them at all. 

As I watched the bird in my scope I noted the following features: 

i. Size: In direct comparison to Herring Gull, this bird was 

approximately 20 to 30% larger in overall body size and bulk. It stood 

taller, was longer, and proportionately bulkier than the Herrings. 

2. Shape: In addition to being larger, this bird had a very heavy 

barrel chested appearance. 7 

=. Bill: Bill was very large and massive; yellow with a large 

reddish spot near the tip of the lower mandible. 

4. Legs: Definite pinkish, not much different from adult Herrings. 

Knee joint was proportionately larger than Herrings. 

5S. Eye: At my distance, the eye appeared dark but this may have been 

more of a slight darkening of the feathers immediately surrounding the 

eye. 

6 Plumage: Head, neck, and underparts were entirely clear white 

without any perceptible streaking. Most noticeable was the mantle 

which was uniformly black. It was not as absolutely jet black as the 

primaries, but nearly so. The folded primaries showed white spots near 

their tips. There was also a large white spot in the middle of the 

back, a little ways down from the top of the center back. The upper 

tail surface was all white. 

During my observation, only once did the gull extend its wings. It was 

facing me at the time and I could not see the pattern of the wingtips, 

but did notice a prominent white leading edge to the inner 2/73 of the 

upper wing surtace. 

There may be some question about the exact location of this bird-—lIowa 

or Illinois? When I saw the bird it was sitting on a low line of rocks 

approximately halfway across the River. The best viewing here is from 

the Illinois shore and this is where I was parked. At times the bird 

Swam around on both sides of this line of rocks. I was not sure where 

the exact boundary is, so I looked for some guidance. T. Kent’‘s 

article, “When is a Bird in Iowa?" (Iowa Bird Life Vol S55, pp.79-80, 

i985) states that the IOU Records Committee has decided to follow the 

Guidelines of the American Birding Association whereby the location of 
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a bird is "defined by Ca state’s] legal boundaries. If not legally 

defined otherwise, it includes adjacent waters (rivers, lakes, bays, 

sounds, etc.) out to half the distance to a neighboring area, but not 

beyond 100 miles". Kent goes on to state that the legal boundary on 

the eastern part of Iowa is defined in the Iowa Code as "the middle of 

the main channel of the Mississippi River... Since these river 

boundaries were defined before navigation channels were made, the main 

channel can be interpreted as half way across the body of water that 

comprises the primary channel of the river." Since there are no 

islands or backwaters in the river at this point, the whole river is 

the main channel and it sounds to me like the boundary in this case is 

the middle of the river. When I drove back across the I-74 bridge, I 

looked upstream at the string of rocks on which the gulls were sitting 
and it appeared to be about in the middle of the river. 5So0 when the 

Great Black-backed swam around on both sides of the string of rocks it 

probably didn’t know it was guilty of crossing state lines to commit a 

fowl deed. 

SIMILAR SPECIES--COMMENTS: 

This is my first encounter with this species. I have seen adults of 

all the other dark-mantled gulls: Western, Yellow-footed, Lesser 

Black—-backed, and Slaty-backed. The first three are normally smaller 

than Herrings, so it is hard to imagine one to be 20 to 30% larger 

than a Herring as this bird was. This size factor alone is practically 

diagnostic when combined with the blackish mantle. The pink legs of 

this bird eliminates Yellow-footed and Lesser Black-backed. The 

Slaty-backed could be a little larger than a Herring, but the mantle 

should not be almost black as was this bird’s. 

One thing to consider might be a hybrid Herring X Great Black—-backed 

although the mantle color would probably not fit. In "Slaty-backed 

Gull winters on the Mississippi River” by Goetz, Rudden, and 

Snetsinger in AMERICAN BIRDS Vol 40, pp. 207-217, the authors state 

"The mantle color of (CHerring X ered Si ack-“hached? is rather 

variable, but probably not more than one-half shade darker than in the 

California Gull, hence at least two full shades paler than in 

Si aty-bactad1. 

In summary, all features observed are consistent with Great 

Black—-backed Gull and also eliminate other possibilities. 

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Complete uniform grey overcast sky. No shadows. 

DISTANCE: 200 Yards. (Estimated) EQUIPMENT: 22X scope, 10X40 

binos 

REFERENCES,PERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIPTION: 

As I observed bird, I looked at both Master Field Guide and National 

Geographic. I made field notes of description during my leisurely 

observation. Typed this form the next day. 
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_ DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 56-32 

What species? G Rear BlAcK- BACKED GULL How many? (| adult 

Location? Alena Mississippi River Nevth of T-74 bridge it. Bette w doxl Scot le; 

Type of habitat? Standing on old veck wall in Mississippi River on lowa side of vive 

When? date(s): 1A Nevember (426 time: _ 3: 2S pm. to 3:40 pm. 

Who?your name and address: Francis L, Moore. 336 Faicfield St = Waterxloo 1A sv703 

others with you: None 

others before or after you: fete fetesen Tom Kent others. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

l had been watchin bv +his bird fev about 2 le heurs al had diced °¢ wn
t met 

ing te shew up, Tt had basen Showing vp in mid- +40- lots Ete enero a 3 big ved. 

bat it wes ret going te Shew up ark (| had fo get back to Wekedan, | decided te 

swatch unti( 3:30 ad Ho lave, A. { made me of my last scons with binoculars 

out of rs O wall abort 3/4 of the wen alyoss th river Fee whe
e | was Sitting 

va Mobi (Lb. fhe bird 25 stunding by ifoself om tle shin ofuatl with He 

closest ey ll being Co levvins Goll cabeu ¢ 2O Q a Am : TT. Guill Wie mer 

larger ard hexvier bedied d+ thre Hevvin a, Goll
. The bs I was extremely lave 

ard massive, ]4 was yellow ws ith XO lary ved > pllas a spot. The eye ap pte [rsh 

colored but teevld uet be Suxte dus + [tghting ad Litenee, The head was : 

belly eS ee tei —_ ard tail wee as iy wh | . Pa bitwl 

a of Hhe leading primkries Gud wh ite 4 ips si the 24 dro v, about 

4h. oth Primary ° The upper Surface ot Hee Wing S Cra bade
 wh s a dark charcoal 

te black color wilh a white leading and wider hat ling ed ge fo the wings. 
The 

Peet were pink. 

Similar species and how eliminated: No othe, black-backes guil is this lavge aati: Wes 
massive a bill, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

reo Ye b+ ight overcast , slight midst, S2en 5 ae Appry, (00-450 yards voing i0 40 

binoculars, Zo Ko telescepe ark 33 X FO tele Scope, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have a | lots of Greet -Black- 

backed Grile om East Gast. Mave Seen 3 Lesse- Blac k-backed Gulls. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: A/onw 

How long before field notes made?Time of sighting this form completed? | day 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


