Records Committee, lowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 04/25/96

Sabine’s Gull Record Number: 94-44
5 Sep 1994 Classification: A-P
Black Hawk L., Sac Co., |A

*Padelfords, ********

P-0425, IBL 65:15, 82

DOCUMENTATIONS
Ross Silcock (5 Sep), Box 300, Tabor 51653 [2/23/95*]
Babs and Loren Padelford (5 Sep), 1405 Little John Rd., Bellevue, NE 68005
Pete Ernzen (5 Sep), 401 Taylor, Ida Grove
Thomas H. Kent (6 Sep), 211 Richards St., lowa City 52246
Jim Fuller (6 Sep), 6 Longview Knoll NE, lowa City 52240
Don Poggensee (10 Sep), Lake La June Estates, RR 1, Ida Grove 51445
Mark Proescholdt (10 Sep), Box 65 Liscomb 50148
Ed Thelen, (13 Sep), RR 8725, Spirit Lake 51360
PHOTOGRAPH
Don Poggensee, 10 Sep, P-0425
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 65:15
Records Committee: IBL 65:82
VOTE: 6 A-P, 1 A-D
A-P, And to think it took a back seat to a jaeger!
A-P, Photo is diagnostic. | saw, actually found, this bird and, inexplicably, documented it.
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Babs & Loren Padelford
1405 Little John Rd.
Bellevue, NE 68005

Documentation for Sabine’s Gull
Date Seen: 9/5/94

Time: 8:30 - 10:30 - probably about a half hour total
viewing during that time period

Location: Black Hawk Lake and spoil pond east of the lake,
Lake View, Sac County

Description of Bird: It was a small, dark gray gull, smaller
in size than Ring-billed Gulls that were present for direct
comparison. The mantle color was darker than Ring-billed
mantles. It was a juvenile with a small, all black bill,
white on the front of the face, smudgy gray behind the eye,
and a white collar up the side of neck. The back and mantle
were a brownish gray with mottling. The wing pattern was a
striking black and white, with black primaries and white
secondaries. The pattern was visible above and below. The
tail was white, notched with a narrow black tip.

Behavior of Bird: It was resting on a mud flat in the spoil
pond with Ring-billed Gulls when first noticed. It flew up
several times and then settled back down. After about ten
minutes it flew over us to the main lake, where it sat on the
water. We last saw it on the main lake.

Equipment used: Bushnell 25 x spotting scope and 10x22
Bausch & Lomb Elite binoculars.

Distance from bird: 25 yards to 100 yards
Light conditions: Overcast
Other observers: Roland Barth of Omaha

This documentation is being written on 9/5/94 from notes
taken at time of sighting.
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Iowa Rare Bird Documentation -

SPECIES: Sabine’s Gull
OBSERVERS: Ross Silcock, Loren and Babs Padelford, Jim Sinclair, Peter Ernzen,
and others.

DATE OF OBSERVATION: September 5, 1994

TIME OF OBSERVATION: About 9am and again about 10am

DATE OF REPORT: September 5, 1994

LOCATION: Extreme east end of Blackhawk Lake, Sac County.
DISTANCE FROM BIRD: Closest view about 75 yards.

NARRATIVE: While searching for a reported Long-tailed Jaeger, we were checking
a dredge spoil pool adjacent to and east of the east end of Blackhawk Lake.
There were about 50 Ring-billed Gulls, 2 Caspian Terns, about 10 Black Terns,
and several shorebirds present, including an avocet, when a smaller gull flew
in. Updbn landing adjacent to the Ring-bills (it was about 2/3 their size), it
flashed the diagnostic Sabine’s upperwing pattern, consisting of black
primaries, grayish brown mantle (inner wing coverts), and white secondaries.
This contrasty pattern was observed at leisure as the bird alternately rested
and flew short distances while loafing on the spoil pond. After about 15
minutes it flew back to the main lake and disappeared westward. About an hour
later, we returned to the area and relocated the bird on the water of the main
lake about 75 yards away, beside the dredge discharge pipe boom. It was again
seen in flight at this time. At about 10.15 the Long-tailed Jaeger was
sighted, and we forgot about the Sabine’s Gull.

IDENTIFICATION: As mentioned above, the diagnostic upperwing pattern was
clearly seen on several occasions. The white tail was slightly forked, with
black tips to the rectrices (I checked the spelling!), and the nape was
shadowed greyish, extending onto the sides of the neck, almost forming a
collar. The eye area was white, as were the underparts. Mantle was grayish
brown. I believe this was a young bird in, or molting into, first winter
plumage.

Ross Silcock
PO Box 300
Tabor, IA 51653
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Species: Sabine's Gull; Number: 1 juvenile

Location: Black Hawk Lake, Ida Co., IA 3

Date: 6 September 1994; Time: 6:40 to 7:30 a.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246.

Others before/with/qfter: Seen on the 5th by many; Jim Fuller and Dick Tetrault with me.

Habitat and circumstances: Natural lake about one mile long and a half mile wide.

Description of bird: We first saw the bird standing on a float back lit in early momning light. From the small size with
delicate bill and brown mantle, we judged that it was the Sabine's Gull found the day before by many birders
who were looking for the Long-tailed Jaeger. We moved around the lake for a close view in good light and
confirmed the identification. The back was mottled brown and the head had a patchy brown color. The under
parts and neck were whitish. When the bird flew we noted the W-pattern of the upper wing (dark outer
primaries, white inner primaries and secondaries, and brown coverts) and the slightly notched tail with black tip.
The bird was much smaller than Ring-billed Gulls nearby. We later saw the bird in mid-lake.

Voice: Not heard.

Similar species: The wing pattern and smudgy head eliminates other first-year gulls such as Bonaparte's or Black-
legged Kittiwake.

Any one have reservations?: No.

Light: Variable; Distance: about 50 yards at closest; Optics: 20x scope, 10x binocular.

Previous experience: 1 have seen several juveniles as well as adults. f

References before/after viewing: none.

Time of notes: none; Final typing: 2 days.



DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD Q'ﬁ v 'f
SPECIES: Sabine's Gull (Juvenile) \O\ﬁb{ : .
LOCATION: Black Hawk Lake and adjoining retention pond (Sac County)
DATE & TIME: 6 September (6:40-7:45 AM) and 15 September (8:35 AM-12:25 PM)
OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240.

OTHERS: With me on 6 September were Tom Kent and Dick Tetrault and on 15
September Jane Fuller.

BACKGROUND: This bird was discovered at Black Hawk Lake on 5 September by
those searching for the Long-tailed Jaeger. It was seen by many observers through
15 September. I saw the gull the morning of 6 September, but never really well. The
wing pattern during flight was seen. On 15 September, I watched it for extended
periods often at close range, both standing and flying

DESCRIPTION: This generally small and dark gull was noticably smaller than
nearby Ring-billed Gulls. It had a relatively small head and bill. While standing, it
had all white underparts, but grayish-brown upperparts, including top and side of
head. (It seemed grayer than the more brownish juveniles I had seen previously)
The folded wing tip was black. The bill was small and black, and the eye was dark.
The legs were light, appearing to be grayish in color. In flight, it had a distinctive
upper wing pattern, with the upperwing divided into three triangular shaped areas.
The outermost was black, the middle one was white, and the area closest to the body
was dark gray (See diagram). The tail was white and notched, and it had a black
edge along the end. The bird's flight seemed to be airy, and it sometimes hovered as
I watched it over the retention pond.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Juvenile gulls that might be confused with Sabine's are Black-
legged Kittiwake, and Little Gull. Little Gull is smaller, has a square (not notched)
tail, and a black spot behind the eye. The Kittiwake is generally lighter, has a black
spot behind the eye, and a black bar on the neck, as well as black legs.

VIEWING CONDITIONS: During the two days, I probably looked at this bird from
about every direction on the compass, sometimes as close as a hundred feet, and
sometimes as far as 600 feet, I watched it standing, flying, and sitting on the water.
I used Swift Audubon (8.5 X 44) binoculars, and KOWA TSN-4 (20-60X) telescope.
The day ws clear on 6 September, and cloudy with occasional rain on 15 September.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen two previous juvenile birds and one adult of
this species in Iowa, and several dozen adults in Alaska.

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: I wrote notes the evening of 6 September, and
during the ride back home on 15 September dictated my notes to Jane Fuller. I
typed this form originally on 9 September, and then retyped it to include both
sightings on 16 September. I looked at National Geographic field guide after both
sightings.
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For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa ? V'Vv

What species? SABINES GULL

.

How many?

Location? HOLDING POND EAST OF LAKE VIEW, IOWA SAC COUNTY

Type of Habitat? HOLDING POND o 1%

When? date(s): SEPT. 10, 1994 £ time: 3 to 3:30 fo 3:45P.M.

Who? your name and address; DON POGGENSEE LAKE LA JUNE ESTATES R.R. # 1 IDA GROVE, IA. 51445

L
.

Others with you; MARK & BETH PROESCHOLDT OF LISCOMB, IA.

O{hers be/?n or after you: PETER ERNZEN. IDA GROVE, IOWA

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed, Include size, sha
A ” pe, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, bagk. wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, underiail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and brchavi:::’.‘

SMALL GULL WITH SPECIAL COLOR PATERNS.
WON'T GO INTO MUCH DETAtL, BUT WILL REFER YOU TO INCLOSED BLACK AND WHITE AND
COLOR PRINTS, FOR IDENTIFICATION. '

Sfmllfxr specles; how eliminated:
OTHER GULLS, ELIMINATED BY MARKINGS, SEE PHOTOS.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? NO
If yes, explain;

1 .

e

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment.
EXCELLENT LIGHT 700MM CAMERA LEN

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
NONE o

-References and persons consulted before writing description:
i H

PHOTOS

Hew long be/urq [lald netex mader * thls form eompleted? SEPT 13, 1994

Send compl’ueq form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ﬂ Y' ‘-f‘{
What species? 50\\3“'\"6‘5 @U\H How many? | imwature.
Location?__ Black HawK lake sp.  — (sac Cbunﬂ)
Type of habitat?_ Dredde powd acvess fhe voud Gom the [ake
When? date(s): 5‘er- o, 199¢ time: 3130f.m..t0 Hi1S o,
Who?your name and address: Max K ﬁ’TOWEGCha[J'f’; BoX éj Lis Comb, T 50/Y8
others with you: Beth ?voescblcl++ Down z?oqemﬁe ~ Dowy Rose

others before or after you: Tiw Fuller fem kvt Armsionas  Russ Widwen ass
= L J o 5‘

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This wis o vother iwanspicweus gull whew it was on the mud flats of #he
cjvedse, (ymui, boat when i+ Flew it wag SHuwning - I+ had %Kvxﬂ Biack
W Ny wedg@f o +he ?Hmﬁgg of the ‘AfP‘-’—rWi“ﬁg with white ""\ndmguftr
atas wext on the wiwas flbued by a ducker avea. of Hhe ivmex paxt of
Hhe wivds, Tt wade wade a 5'1(,\')(:.,3 wing Pﬁ..'H‘E\FV\ 0@ doxkK-white—daxk .
the gull had an all Black bill, o black Herminal Hail bawd pn s white il

and @ black smudse behind the eye Rom a partial hod effect. 7he
undecwing wes whitish but with Some grayich wedges at wing Fips amd:
litthe Cooss—arm  effect on the Méom.q T +hnK the gull had daxk pink
leq coloe, Tt Wd a dok qyryish back seom whem om tha mud flafc

:f+ wos '0\ §\MA.“\'9L S\kll a\sout ;f( ‘ﬂ\Q Sige of a FenKlwg Gu/l owd
%, Yhe Siye ot a R'\u.g-— Billed cull hﬂ*’\a‘j. Tt was L’ itelf oftewm — perched
awxcl -ﬂgtvﬂ.
i 1imi 3
51"‘1},:"'I?;?ﬁ?m"dgﬁ?ﬁp@eﬁﬁgﬁqu& dbes wt have the Shiking wing paflern
of daxcK-White—daxK ow the ugper wings, is lavger, amd has bleck bar acvea wape .

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Flo#lg swany , Suwn at side . 50-50— /00 30.‘(:15 eg‘HMM :

EX 30 BiwoCS amd 22X Scape .
Previous experience with species and similar ones: : '
Saw o Sabines Sull (suvewite) Jast+ fall at Red RocK. Have Seen a wumbher of Kitwakes.
References and persons consulted beforeogriting description:
Nebl. Seeq. quide , ._Rp\i;w; Bivds M Amerdca |
How long before field notes made? whie viewivy this form completed? fegs'f‘-b.‘-i, 199¢
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa |

G4

19 ;
What species? f/{r)’//t/,EJ é—-.(l.é, How many? / ’9"{’
Location? Lrese Jao oL S J E o7 B ik Lv  [ac /éw&/‘;

Type of habitat? &%&2 ;2 _,1'/ \/;/f ‘

When? date(s): S 5 45 time: 7. @o to. Z-3 0

Who?your name and address:/ Eqﬂ Z[O,«/ /i’/‘im'f gp{;—_&’ lows 5736 0
others with you: boh  TZefe N
others before or after you: S

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.aﬂ parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. -

N affc'rae,ce G Jﬁ;a/ﬁ’r- jq// 47L-//"€a§c' .//I"ﬂf/ §
s o fumct pank Ll - pfrepvel ,2‘,‘:?46_720/(6?
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é/eaé, C L. Fe 7‘,,.,.,,,,;/@ g e o E //-/mw-/ &
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Similar species and how eliminated:

s

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /VO-

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
op Suway BEIR
)5 x6O J/’a/?ﬁ:—:/ ../dyf

: ' Cad ﬂ;/-f?x )
Previous experience ml('?&c{es and gimilar ones.ﬂ,a/‘/g
References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? » e x 7‘4@4-.,. this form completed?_A/gov 3/:455/(«
MAIL TO: J~—bekont, Field Reports Editor, =ii=Richavde-Streetr—towa-Lily. J0.52248




