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VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain 
A-D. Diagnostic wing pattern seen by both observers. 
A-D. Good details that describe Sabine’s Gull very well. 

Additional drawing by Myers excellent. I did not have sketch as 
described in Dinsmore documentation. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bob 
Myers, RR 2, Box 153, Perry, IA 50220 (3/29/89)
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SABINE’S GULL AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR (it 

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE 
u 

At 4:05 p.m. on 20 October 1988, I noticed a small, bro
wn-mantled gull rest- 

ing with other gulls on a large mud bar north of the Jester Par
k area of Say- 

lorville- Reservoir, Polk Co. Initially, the bird looked lik
e a small, first-winter 

Franklin’s Gull; however, after studying the bird for se
veral minutes, I con- 

cluded that the bird must be a juvenile Sabine’s Gull. Bob Myers
 joined me at 

about 5:15 p.m., and we watched the bird until 5:50 p.m. 

The bird remained resting on the mud bar until about 
4:25 p.m., when it 

flew. In flight, the striking wing pattern was obvious. The out
er primaries 

were black, forming a triangle from the bend of the wing outward. The inner 

wing, out to a line from the bend of the wing to the tip of the inner most sec- 

ondary, was brown. The rest of the wing was white. In flight, 
the tail was 

slightly forked and was white except for a black terminal band. When 

perched, the upperparts, crown, and nape were light brown. The wi
ngs were 

darker than the rest of the upperparts. The underparts and f
orehead were 

white. The legs were black. The bill was also black and was 
shorter and 

thicker than the bill of a Franklin’s Gull. The wing pattern and 
gray-brown 

crown, nape, and upperparts identified the bird as a juvenile Sa
bine’s Gull. 

This is the sixth record of a Sabine’s Gull in Iowa. There ar
e three old 

records and three recent ones, all from fall. The other recent rec
ords are both 

from Saylorville Reservoir: 10-24 November 1983 (Kent, T
. H. 1983. Sabine’s 

Gull at Saylorville Reservoir. lowa Bird Life 53: 105-106) and 5 O
ctober 1986 

(IBL 57: 17, 78). 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, 1A 50010 

TOWNSEND’S WARBLER IN MUSCATINE COUNTY : 

GERALD WHITE 

On 12 May 1988, I was taking an early morning birding walk in Wild Cat 

Den State Park. At 7:20 a.m., I was in an area of the woods that had an
 edge 

transition zone, when a small bird flew out of heavy cover and landed a
bout 

30 feet away in a small bare tree. Although the bird had its back to me
, it did 

turn and look at me twice during its brief period of exposure. I was able to 
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see the following features: mid-sized warbler by shape and
 size (about 5 

inches long); black crown, back and rump had the base col
or of dark olive 

with black spots that were most noticeable aroun
d the shoulder area (The 

spots gave the impression of streaking.); two white w
ing bars; dull white 

undertail coverts; some dark feathers in the shape of possi
ble spots near the 

flank: cheek and ear covered with a good-sized patch of black su
rrounded 

with yellow (Each color had intense color saturation.); bl
ack throat; and dark 

and warbler-shaped bill. 
I was not able to see the side or complete front of the bird; h

owever, the 

features of the head and throat as illustrated in the National Geographic So- 

ciety’s Field Guide to the Birds of North America were those of a male 

Townsend’s Warbler. The black spots clinched my identification in the field. 

I did not realize until evening that I had seen a record bird (second for Iowa) 

and, regretfully, had not notified many fellow birders. A subsequent search 

with tape recordings on the following day failed to produce the bird again. 

1505 E. 5th St., Muscatine, lowa 52761 

VERMILION FLYCATCHER AT RICE LAKE 

GERALD ANDERSON 

A male Vermilion Flycatcher was found catching insects along a small creek 

that runs into Rice Lake in Worth County at 10:30 a.m. on 13 May 1988. It 

had a red breast, brown streak between the red on the top of the head and 

the red throat, and brown wings. It was smaller than a Cardinal. The bird re- 

peatedly swooped down from it’s perch on a small tree to catch insects and 

returned to a perch. Curt Rector and I watched the bird for five minutes from 

a distance of 30 to 40 feet in bright sunlight. 

RR2, Lake Mills, [A 50450 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

FROM DIANE PORTER 

I have some questions about Chimney Swifts that I hope lowa Bird Life 

readers can answer for me: (1) Do Chimney Swifts roosting or nesting in 

chimneys create any fire hazard?; and (2) Do their droppings cause any sig- 

nificant inconvenience or health hazard? 
Migrating Chimney Swifts return each year in flocks numbering several 

thousand birds to ancestral roosting places. I talked by telephone in 1987 

with Chimney Swift expert Richard B. Fischer, retired Professor of Environ- 

mental Education, Cornell University. He told me that Chimney Swifts do 

not nest communally. The large aggregations of birds are nonbreeding indi- 

viduals, those that have finished their nesting for the season, and migrating 

birds. In light of this information, one would not expect a buildup of nests to 

cause a fire hazard in the chimneys used by large flocks in migration. Also, I 

have heard the speculation that the birds’ movements in and out of the 

chimneys actually help clean the chimneys and hence reduce the fire hazard. 
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WUE A Tea DUN CET 

SQGCLES Shao me = Guil 

MoH Phamy rd luv. 

LOCALLON Sn@ar the Jester fark area or Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co, 

Map Liatrrestinad on ilaraqe mud bar on reservoir 

fr
re
 

>
 

Wibservers Mane and address: nteve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas DOr. Ames, 
mt t fb 3 

thers who Saw bird: hob Myers 

Description ar bird:lf was scanning through hundreds of gulls that were 

resting on & large mud bar wnen i moaticed a small, gray-backed guil 

resting with Franklin s and Bonaparte Ss guile. Initially, I thought 

knee bird was & juvenile Franklin © Guli, Gut it was s00m apparent tnat 

the bird was too small to be a Franklin's Guli. 7 

After watching the bira tor several minutes, 1 concluded that the 

Wied must be & babine’s bull, althougnm © could mot see the wing 

pahtern. The bird finally flew at about 4:25 o.m., and f£ couid 

clearly see the striking black-and-white wing pattern. lr then 

natitied Bob Myers and we watched the bird until 2:50 p.m. During tne 

observation, [ took the tollowing notes, 

The bird was the size of nearby Bonaparte’ s Gulls and was 

decidedly smaller than several nmearby Franklin s Buils. The leqs were 

dark. The biil was dark apd was shorter and thicker than the bill of 

a Framklin’s bull. Whem perched, the upperparts were dark grayish 

brown, the wings were darker than the back, and tne underparts and 

forehead were white, In tlight, the wing pattern was strikimnas; outer 

primaries black, inner wing coverts brown, and inner primaries and 

SECONGAPILEGS WNIte (see ghetcn). TRe wings were very pointed, mot 

rounded Like tne wings of @ Franklin's luli. The tail was aoviousily 

forked and was white except tor a black tip. Lf could mot relocate the 

ird or subsequent days. 

Similar species and how @liminated: The 8126, grayish upperparts, and 

Striking wing pattern @liminate all other guils. 

YLEWLng conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were very good 

With the sun behind me and excellent Light. Estimated viewing 

Glistance was 300+ yards. l used a Buschnell £O-43x spotting scope. 

Previlgus experience with species: I Nave seen two ortner Sabine’s Guils 

imho Towas November l983 and & Oct 1°84, both at baylorville. 

pees pte. 

Ketereances cansulted:NGs Field Guide to the Birds of North America 

pee pene
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF FF - 30 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

A ( j . GN & “a Re, 

. Species bine S Cuff - cate ile 2. Number / 

. Location Saypreille eae 

pate: C27 YO, [GSS 5. Time Bird Seen: 2/2 pp to S/¥Sp7 
A ‘ tg > 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Z: 44 pect Fhe A Jr otf ere al / dark ‘¢ Lrean ¢ > On Sef oF here, | AVI? J) 

3 

8. 

9. 

10. 

ll. 

13. 

14. 

Z did pot nolice phe Rovkudt Tei. 
, 

+, Wing ern LE4S einigue The mult prima Mes soere clowrkc Porm i 

F, SO” Thal” porn Tt eo#lten da rk& LI€AGgE LOPS Farm et by lead yg «dge oF . 
diagonal AME ACrOSS seey, 

7. 

bee a 3 rlang fe Fa bend) ef e019 "7 

) : , 

é i a INIICG LN aha L/) i 

EES AA ee edge of sng, Tre. Jang fe Je Y ya /his 4S srere sity Aracon Wen described - sve pork oF page. 

Description of voice, if heard: yayx f/., | | 

Description of behavior: resting en cdter ¥ Plyag = ens quick ) Passe and 
Agile lh 

Habitat - general: FCS SF sai 
lare ©€ res@rvoir 

specific: Teste, Crk 

Sim larly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
C cverell colwralion anf WING patern really ol tovices Hs al Merv pessbilies. 

Distance (how measured)? — yess 300 yer 12. Optical equipment: OL x scape 

é 
Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
Light hain — hut uis ibs hty geod CALY ‘oe 3 easly POCOGN 12 dejo 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Fo wane jn same plamage GT Syerville les seveval years back Cr b,) 
15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Other observers: =4,. Dnsmere a bined, wie and L 

wenT Janinect: shh 6 The bake. 

Did the others agree with your identification? o-., 
Other observers who independently identified this bird: STeve Dinsmere 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description 

New ©. peetaf 

How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? Thal Even ing 

signature: fail 20 Hiyoos Address: Kh) Bix/E3 

Date: Let IGS § City, State: ory SAR. SPIRO 
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