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REFERENCES 

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 55:12 
J. R. Livingston. 1985. Mountain Bluebird in Decatur County. 

IBL 55:19-20. 

Photograph: IBL 55:20 
Field Reports: IBL 55:28 
Records Committee: IBL 55:57 

VOTE: 7-Ii-P 

I-P, good clear photo. 
I-P, saw bird. 
I-P, Gray breast, gray scapulars, nondescript head pattern 

indicate S. currucoides. 
I-P, No problem--even I saw this one (after two tries). 
I-P, Note: if this is the same bird we saw in February, it 

molted. Ours was primarily bright blue all over.
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J. R. Livingston. 1985. Mountain Bluebird in Decatur County. 
Iowa Bird Life 55:19-20. 

Mountain Bluebird In Decatur County 
JEFFREY R. LIVINGSTON 

300 S. Cherry St. 
LAMONI, IOWA 50140 

The participants of the Lamoni Christmas Bird count received a rare treat this 

year, a Mountain Bluebird! The bird was sighted three miles north of Lamoni, 

Decatur County, lowa on December 22, 1984. 

Dan Long and I were walking a fence row of cedar trees playing a E. Screech 

Owl call to make the birds show themselves. As we reached the end of the fence, 

Dan noticed a strange bird above him in the tree. He called me over to help identify 

it. After about five minutes we were convinced that was a Mountain Bluebird. We 

immediately started noting key points about the bird so that we could document it. 

The bird cooperated completely, it stayed in open view listening to the Screech Owl 

call. After about five minutes our bluebird flew to another group of cedars about 

100 feet away. Dan and I were so excited our only thoughts were to get Donald 

Gillaspey and his son Jim. Donald is the compiler for the count and we wanted him 

to see our rare find. We returned 45 minutes later and had a hard time finding the 

bird again. We soon found it on a nearby pond drinking from a small spot of water 

that wasn’t frozen. This pond later proved to be the easiest place to find the bird. 

The bird was a deep sky blue on the head and back, with the upper tail coverts 

and the primary wing feathers being a brighter blue. The breast was grayish white 

with a slight hint of blue. It was darker at the top getting lighter towards the belly. 

Althouth there was no eye ring, the feathers around the eye were a little lighter in 

color. The light gray on the neck extended around the sides, almost to the back of 

the neck. The bill was long, thin, and dark. The descriptions fits a male in fresh 

plumage. 

The next morning, after a few phone calls by Donald, I was back out at the 

pond helping Tom Kent and Francis Moore find the bird. After looking for about an 

hour we finally found the bird on the pond. When the bird flew to a group of trees, 

they moved closer and took some photographs. All and all, I must admit, this was 

the most exciting Christmas count I have been on. I last saw the Mountain Bluebird 

in this area on December 23, 1984. 

Mountain Bluebird 

Photo by T. H. Kent



DOCUMENTATION FORM 

species: MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD # seen: 1 

location: 1 MILE EAST AND 3 MILES NORTH OF LAMONI IOWA 

dates: 12/22/84 - 12:00 TO 12:45 

Habitat: A SMALL GROVE OF CEDAR TREES AROUND A FARMHOUSE AND A 
MOSTLY FROZEN POND IN A PASTURE ACROSS THE ROAD. THE CEDAR TREES 
HAVE MANY BERRIES. 

Observed by: JEFFREY R. LIVINGSTON 203 east third, Lamoni, Iowa 
others: DAN LONG, DONALD GILLASPEY, JIM GILLASPEY, TOM KENT, 
FRANCES MOORE. 

Viewing conditions: - A CLEAR, SUNNY DAY. TEMPERATURE ABOUT 30. 
WIND ABOUT 10mph FROM SOUTH - EAST. THE BIRD WAS VIEWED AT ALL 
ANGLES TO THE SUN. THE BIRD WAS FIRST SEEN ABOUT 10 FEET AWAY, 
THEN 30, AND THEN UP TO 100 FEET. 

Optical equipment: 7x50mm binoculars and 25x50Omm scope. 

Previous experience with species: I HAVE SEEN THIS BIRD THREE 
TIMES BEFORE IN COLORADO. TWICE THIS YEAR (1984), AND ONCE IN 
1981. : , 7 

References consulted: while observing - FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS 
? | oe by ROGER TORY PETERSON 

after: AUDUBON MASTER GUIDE TO BIRDING vol. 3 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC FIELD GUIDE TO THE 

BIRDS 

FIELD NOTES MADE WHILE OBSERVING, THIS FORM 12/23/84. 

DESCRIPTION: SEE NEXT PAGE 
SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW ELIMINATED: SEE NEXT PAGE
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DESCRIPTION: A medium sized bird, smaller than a Robin, but lager 

than a Tree Sparrow. The shape was definitely that of a bluebird. 

The bird had a long thin bill that was dark in color. The breast 

was jae grayish white, with a hint of blue. It was darker at the 

top getting lighter seuarée ths belly. The breast had no streakes 

or spots of any kind. The under tail coverts were almost white. 

The top of the head and back were a deep sky blue and the over- 

tail coverts and primaries were a brighter blue. The primary wing 

feathers extended about 2/3 the length of the tail. The tail was 

not long. The legs were dark. The eye was dark with the feathers 

around it being slightly lighter in color, although it did not 

have an eye ring. The flight was that of a bluebird, undulating, 

with frequent stops to perch on a wire or fence post. It would 

| drop to the ground and then fly back up to a perch, ? 

SIMILAR SPECIES: The bird at one glance was definitely « bivebire. 

The Eastern and Western Bluebirds both have rust markings on 

their breast and neck. The Eastern Bluebird has a more stocky 

Shape than the Mountain Bluebird. I had a chance to compare as I 

had just seen a flock of Easterns about 5 min. before. The 

immature Eastern has a soeckled breast, this bird had none. The 

long thin bill eliminates the Shrikes as does the bright blue and 

the small size,



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 61-39 

What species? Mountain Biuebied CSialia OS PS How many? | ei 

, “ocation? Sw /¥ ge tion Seckion -< . Bicvaiaa Seutthia: oe ae Co Fe 

Type of habitat? Open hilly Li vm lend ng, aoe buildings with asthe» hou ‘ en ee | 

When? date(s): Deis 23 1434 time: 0/264... tO ©: $5 am. 

Who?your name and address: Frente Moore 236 Fai beta St. Waterloo, [A Sa7o> 

others with you: Jor Kent, Jel Livingston 

others before or after you: . Dnaid Ke Messie debece 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

This bicd was ba Seen by me In & lavge decidusus a pp rot 22? yards aw en the an Side es 

o Sma il pend hee, he Wied ues dvinking fom a small hole in the ice, When He bicd Flew 

ts another location its F\ahd pate.» was like Hit af hc Eastern Blue bird CSialia sialis ), 

fle, locating He bi-d ata ea Yum. te th west we wotched th bivd ok close van ge, 

The bied looked about the Same Sizeas an Gasteca Bivebircd, width He same Shape. tle bill masa 

davk agray is b-black color. The eye was black, The feet were black. The throat, auricelar area and 

Side of the neck was a blvish-grey celoy turning toa whitish color on He breast, belly and 
vedewtal\. cverts. theve wate bush wtthon the side of He Lived. te p of the head i 

— wags Sky-blue lor with Some GVA coer mixedin, Th back was apprwy. the same Color as the head 

And nape but a little deeper bive color, the greeter, median pond lesser coverts weve a step bluer 

with are yish heather edging. Tixe Primaries, ump, upper tail Coverts and tui] were 
€VEn a 

deeper hive tolev ; a deep sky—-blle color. The bivd was evidently a male in a plumeaye other ee 

its breed ing plumeage, possibly a youn, ne ee jvst yea non- breeding waka. teivtd 

<a nothing én pluneage vay eKiens of wha, birds Soc the. Men Min Boebicd in the: Tédesit 

l looked. hve ve gh. No YVO.ce was haavd, 7. bird did ,one . oan hover near a Céday tree 

and aflecsoard landed tn He aadnic tren: ond ate o feo tthe. whee boreigii. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Easdeen and Weste,, Blocbied 
bn He breast, dts bird did wet. han hecales = ae er -— ee te Some veddish 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Excelent view ing conditions, Sunny. Seca Som opp vo ¥. tto feck at closest using wxdo Leitz 

binoewvlars ord Celesthen C90 telesce pe wmevated on ao. Nitber mid PTH tcc at Dex. 

~— Previous experience with species and similar ones: Ve~y familiay with Eastern Bloebird; 

His is my ficst experience with Movatuin bloebied. , 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? /S min. this form completed?! “2 hys. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Mountain Bluebird, 1 male, 23 Dec 1984, 2 mi. n. of Lamoni, 

Decatur Co., Iowa 

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240 

Other observers: with Jeff Livingston and Francis Moore; tound 
yesterday on CBC by Livingston and others. 

Time: 10:30 to 11:00 AM 

Habitat: Southern Iowa Drift Flain farmland with rolling hills, 2 

artificial ponds (frozen) and cedar groves about tarmsteds. 

Description: “Obviously a Bluebird, all Blue. The primaries and part 

of the secondaries and the shoulder, rump and tail a rather 
bright blue. The rest of the back, top of the head, and parts of 

the wing coverts were a paler gray-blue. The underparts-were 

grayish with a blue cast. The throat, upper breast, and flanks 

were a gray to gray-blue, slightly lighter in the throat. Only 

the belly and under tail coverts were a white-gray. The 6111 was 

dark, although it showed a little light at close range; it was 

thin and straight. There was a slight grayish cast to the face 

through and behind the eye. The eye did not have a distinct ring 

but the feathers were slightly lighter around the eye. The eye 

was dark. The leg color was not noted, but was dark.” : 

Song: not heard. 

Behavior: "Much like other bluebirds, flying up in the air and 

landing on a perch. Fairly tame. Ate cedar berries and drank from 

surface of pond." 

Conditions: As close as 15 feet, light mostly behind observers, used 

10X binoculars and 400 mm camera lens. , 

Similar species: Entirely blue-gray appearance eliminates Eastern 

Bluebird. The bill was long and thin, although no Eastern 

Bluebirds were available for direct comparison. Photos should 

document bill features. 

Agreement: all. 

Previous experience: Have seen this species in the west. 

References/time used: I looked at Nat. Geographic Guide before bird 

found. 

Time of notes/typed: Notes dictated 15 min. after leaving bird. 

Typed 22 hours later.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa 

Sone TOEEE FOES SEEEe COREE FOEEE HEL eE StEeH HHHEe 

Locaki an: , Brinteen tien. We Fe see alan ean teen 

—, . es oe Pyope of Habi 

© 

Wher! date ts: a Mas a g & :; Ae 2 Met. i. . ee wee 

Who? vour name and address Layee) Bini Boro 

FD teed sd - 
iced +6 Peeee Pees OeEee pemee © ee 

wo ented erase sesee good s9 dal eaees Seen atone eeeee Stans aetee tonne 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include 

size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, 
wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also 

mention voice and behavior. 

Sd Bhod Aer 4d 

eh Adah Fak 

Avge) aha) Aborto Lady 

Berd Cobo 0 byob 

sat os gl ol ck (Ar Adah 

other if
} With vous 

others betore or after yous Deed 
secee eaves sneee nonne Tinnn eeoee cxsee speee seem 

Similar species and how eliminated: whet ie JBLusbot ‘ildiccuiide i) 

mneprk, bQY gre) Oey | | 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the 

identification? 

, 76 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditians: give lighting, distance (‘how mea sured), anc 

optical equipment: Y-2#5 Aad RP X Qe ege’ He-~S2°ft 2h 
dmg AL QW Ah aot tw rr heed vets) jaca? OQ.) ae 
Sih ith etal canes with ae 4 anc similar | me seed 

References and persons consuited befcre peters, teal 

na) | 
How long betore field nates made’ 

pe , 3 
How long before this form moletced’ pies 

2.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa ee 

What species? Mouritain Bluebird CSiatia te ucoides ) How many? / 

._ Location? See. 4 of Beaming Ton Laas hig? - Decatur © wo — Qua Choon at Lameni d 

Type of habitat? Fraps Yar ak tairly large. pa Cabyr ek 

When? date(s):_ Doc, 24/9847 time: “20% Mito fA ¥5f/4 

Who?your name and address: fer? d/ ALers , /254 Sy hia Hue, Valero, lowe) 

others with you: belay Myers (os: in) 

others before or after you: ron Pee Moore, r= ae: ot at 
ae 7 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Bird was same bosic size ard shope as en Faster Bluebird , Tail wsovu shah Fl 

tthed. . rotted 1S shuced on olmest Kirn-bhe or swelnag -lhe Clydt pr Than in Tae exe] 
IT conte Joaver necr The cooler Hives 

Head back Herod ong! breast sms a hig ht b/se-g ray calor. | 

Wins,S were bluish wilh The Primaries being shia en
 afar oe 

The lower hock) rome ard Tail BBE So very bright o/most glowma ble. 
be My ond ann tl covets we

ve while: 

BU ws0s simal and dark 

és eek lk . ; i ) 

paar ae Whe hid att 0 Sas very good plumage, rg = 

r¥ The bird might Be an pmm
 o because oP Tae omeont os blash color on 

Thro a? breas7; art bac ond couse of He over, pTensi
Ty os He Lhe 1a Whe 

rump) Lif sae. Long & 

Similar species and how eliminated: Eastern bhcalatall acl aliens sft <ome penielead 

oO} Teri or bovine? Smaller M70 re deheite b:3i anu cola
r a’ Pirrenc es oe eee 

Finyon Say and Ghe “Grey Toneger 
: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
 equipment: 2 

Bright sunhaght ~ excellent conhtions 
~ closes? was 2o-as” Coenere ee oA 

sbone 

2 asad Beth JAS p oe and ikon FER wit €0C mm hens. . 

Previous experience with ee = ones: /&'
N Somiliar tar Th Eoslern Pe 

Sic ke a fy 2 Tofintain 3 . 

References and cates duuateid before writing 
description: hyd ot Nsith Hmeivo (nd: Geo. Se 

‘“ 

How long before field notes made? On He. sol this form co
mpleted? Ldays
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SUPPORTING DETAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES AND/OR SPECIES IN HIGH NUMBERS 

CBC name exe date /2-2¢P¥compiler 

Observer writing this account and date (Ft b LF Clea, Ate. 26, (VEY 

SPECIES Werwuiur Gteutved NUMBER, AGE, SEX ounce abultugh 

Distance from bird(s) pr Relative size of bird 

HEAD & NECK (Describe forehead, crown, auricular, malar region, median line “<& 

a 

EYE & LORES (Describe supercilium, ring, stripe, color, etc.) 

agp bach 
UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES pe 4 

LEGS & FEET an’ 

UPPERPARTS (Describe nape, back, rump, upper tail coverts, etc.) 

UNDERPARTS (Describe throat, belly, side, flanks, crissum, etc.) 

re — os 

RECTRICES (Describe inner, middle, outer tail Sa eeee color —: shape, 

etc.) Lht Lut 

WING (Describe color, length, shape, a bars, coverts, leading and 

trailing, edges, etc.) Lrght AAs, tee sons Lteugdle < atbaphl tpce 

pe for Ens ti Dhuadocd 
Seu et Ptinng tr thou rte. My bereagl, pth sptoeblores Wh, thushiis 

po ee rae in ated att Aalfyeonchs dk nda 
at <yehl 

Deu 2b/l (i{O 
Date of observation ON see Time lore? eather c Sky cover 6. ¢- “fe 

Le Zu 

Duration of observation ts Bird - Sun orientation Sun Co pletely hs. 
@e 

Exact location zi Pores VY - Romorer, a ~pboudoud fac 0x10 off grsdirdl 

Habitat Ceddan Acer Other observers Uru Faadld Pls, ae 

| Optical equipment LOK¥O Iytuees Kin! - 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 4p epPthri.cpud, bout ted pli tip cafly nsacty wpissiclat 

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE AN EXCELLENT FURTHER DOCUMENTATION 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 145 

What species? “Voyvw Tarn LELUEB/ CD How many? 7 

_ocation? JU C4TN De KA2G! 

Type of habitat? WAw/Srégg —- 2D fase FTeLEL 

When? date(s): Z SA, SFL S time: // 20 to 4. 20 47 

Who?your name and address: <7? Site be, 6 Lode WEL) Kaede, Zit CIT 

others with you: 

others befor op aftep) you: VU 
oe . al 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Like CAE Fe A FRPED E SKEPEDN Olde 
Creek loti 

fens Staal Pres SAT OW 4 ATTY LIM
ES Lh CEAME 

TH EEL - Wht BOMTATEL 
lWWtTH OClak CH bL* 

CEencene S126, SWahe Exe. 

SMALLER THAN) CoB LALCER Thies Keglé SARRADEI 

Tipttly LSAAKE + BL4E COLeR OULANLL 

Bl - RI0DCMNTE Kbut7W t Sill — DARK Cad 
LYE ~- ORRK ~ bd IEF SEE fps 296 PME 

ihe —-AaapBld Ce BME EWC 2 
BACK “betnbS- UbRY LLUE 10 CINE AONKALMES 
BEAST ~ B L16fSTEE PF CRAYGER. Leétté Fb BAC? bIpag& 

TAIL ~ Beutl- 0BERATE LEAETHM 07H ED 

COSGtv Lo ERTIng RES CEL LECOES. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Sy/7é¢) GkUCLMM a Vo CHARE CO 
Lt Eft ST- 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? fet © 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: //)ayuysvagrey! OF C2 SOLA SO 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? SPOPL/ATE this form completed? - Yih I ott OL 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ga 

What species? Mosuasr Ain eu cAeo How many? / AOuct Wher 

Location? ¢c. 3 mi. Nor Amon, DecktaR Ga: 

“<Type of habitat? AbiwOmed farm sean W/  CAdne haut. 

When? date(s): IF  Jees (966 time: //:55 AM to Moan 

Who?your name and address: CAR, 0. Aeasaee BOGE 7 Ne Loin Cr $2€o 

others with you: 

others before or after you: Kept. Mower Pedy cpr GicAslie f Nein s 7Psaber: Z LO Ts 
- ~ <——+ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts at A eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under — 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

ben mae puted mw tnd, tt Wid te. Mer 

same AF. Blt bu c Af puis bee Anite bor Mea 

Rida. het Yrotk dd Minch biptaf M0 E blichand. 

Guilin — upper pads letra taffy pul be cesln. ndlap th 
Wri Unit Aig» q“4 Dl Pha herd) Aigfed + Busca 

nd hy BUA tan Var bod shat, he Pec 

thes FE hhh le he i aw, buy s Vih d lears tr « 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: one lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Previous experience with species a. “go ones: - phot Noche 

LA , 
reversal i a hegre before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? 10) Mins. this form completed? 2, AW s.. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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10. 

ll. 

13. 

14. 

iD. 

16. 

ls 

18. 

19. 

Signature: f 4 ram Lt bg Address: ti LE ‘icibiia ae 

.. Species Nevertion Bhuchiul | 2. Number (/) 

_ Location 4m AWE of Lamon, (a SAEYESL | 

. Date/-JO-B8S 5. Time Bird Seen: /O.\}/S AM _to /0O:4Sxm. 

. Description of voice, if heard: or (EARRD 

. Description of behavior: ducnee ss hs Te. lag oe 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 2. g4-3R 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Un miste keable Lol Blue Bluebwd shaped bird a 

olher wise “K sey Kervovsly an He Ceder+ 
. Habitat - general: canny chead Cedar Grove 

specific: 

Similarly appearing “species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7&8. Explain: 

None | 

Distance (how measured)? /¢& L'¢- a 12. Optical equipment: 7x sS Bi wocultes | 

Light ce light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
Excellent Licht - Paes. cun at back 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: A= 

Seen) before. califerwia 1970 

Other observers: Zyw tehasm rotographed 

_Did the others agree with your identification? Yes: 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Pn ony 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Non @- 

How long after ey aes this bird did you first write this description? 



SY-3R 

Bukche hee, pari tcar aire Jerke, 

un Conon tent o grag Hen, web BAL cic 
Shade of Hue Wishh He to Bok, Bbotinbw 

Sas ee Horagh the see. 

Viewing conditrons 1WSW of u-. Smog dow, Morn ing ~ {0/90. 

i+ inh Ge Sanit Sw Ouita k,. 7 = | 

V oleo wo nthe, wu le BAo4 ~~ bid, 

FF Beeld)


