
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/16/93 

Hoary Redpoll Record Number: 80-25 
27 Dec 1980 Classification: A-D 
Waterloo, Black Hawk Co., IA 
*Moore, *Stone, *Stone, *Myers, *Kent 
also 29 Dec; 3, 6 Jan 1981; IBL 51:3-4, 19, 31, 333 52:41 

DOCUMENTATIONS | 

Francis L. Moore, 27 Dec 1980 
Thomas L. Stone, 27 Dec 1980 to 6 Jan 1981 
Tom Stone jr., 27 Dec 1980 to 6 Jan 1981 

_ Robert K. Myers, 29 Dec 1980 
Thomas H. Kent, 3 Jan 1981 

LETTERS 

Thomas H. Kent to Kim Eckert, 24 June 1981 
Eckert to Kent, 7 July 1981 

REFERENCES. 

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 51:3-4, 19 
Field Reports: IBL 51:31, 33 
Records Committee: IBL 52:41 

VOTE: 1-II, 2-III, 1-IV, 1-VI, 1-?, l-abstain 

III, I have misgivings about field identification of this 
species, if it is indeed a separate species. 

VI (II?), Even though I think record is most likely correct, 
this based mostly on documentation by FM, by far the best. Bill 
proportions and sparce narrow streaks on sides suggest...... 
(Balch, Illinois Audubon Bull) after examining 175 specimens 
found that some A. hornemani have some streaking on rump and that 
a very few A. flammea have unstreaked rumps); the nearly 
immaculate undertail coverts also lend support to the bird’s 
being a hoary. However, the 2 spp hybidize at least in the old 
world (Solomonsen, Birds of Greenland) and Brooks (1968, Wilson 
Bull 80:253) suggests the existance of intergrades in Alaska as 
well. It may be that only records of immaculately white birds can 
be accepted to avoid the few genuine hoarys in a sea of 
possibles. If not, then suggest category II. 

IV, need photos. | 
?, Well documented, but more study of the whole question of 

hoary redpoll needs to be done. I don’t know what this is. 
III, not II because of some minor discrepancies. Some doubts 

expressed by Myers and Kent regarding a very small amount of 
streaking ‘leading into’ the rump. Also ’pushed-in’ bill noted by 
some observers but not others. If an intergrade, hybrid, etc, 
this bird is 90% hoary. I would accept it as a Hoary just as I 
would a Ross’-Snow Goose hybrid showing 90% Ross’ 
characteristics. I suspect we are abnormally cautious about 
accepting records of Hoary Redpoll in Iowa. This bird seems 
‘clean’ to me. The photo of Iowa’s first record at Marion in IBL- 
also could be described as having a few streaks leading into the 
rump. 
REVOTE at meeting of 5 Sep 1981: 6-II, I-abstain 

The record was reconsidered in light of the previous vote, 
further comments, the letter from Kim Eckert, and further reading 
by members of the committee.
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Union. would appreciate 
your help in evaluating a report of a HoaryRedpoll from Waterloo IA in- 

The only previous records of this species are from 
the 1978 invasion year (The year I first saw them at your house). | 
Dec 1980 and Jan 1981. 

The current report is detailed the five enclosed accounts. Unfortunately 
the bird was not netted or photographed (with my new equipment I could easily 

My initial impression was that the bird was a ite photograph it now). 
Common Redpoll, but now I am unsure. 
regardless of what I think. 2 

Next time — take better notes 

- The Records Committee, which consists of 7 a snd is in its first year 
of operation, had difficulty evaluating this record because of limited 
experience with this species. We are most interested in your comments 
on identification (yes, no, uncertain) and less interested in your evaluation 
of the observers. With this in mind, let me summarize the findings that the 
observers seem to agree upon (based on documentations and additional conversations). 

(1) The rump was white; however, there were a few fine streaks extending into 
the rump from the back and a few even finer ones coming up from the tail. 
The rump was almost constantly exposed because of the bird's injury. 

(2) The bird was lighter than the commons, but "shades of gray" lighter 
, rather than "frosted." 
(3) The breast and side streaks were less prounounced than the Commons, 

but the difference counld have been on a "continuum. " 
(4) The "pushed-in" bill could not be confirmed by all in comerisen with 

the Commons. 

We greatly appreciate your help in evaluating this record. It will undoubtedly 
help us establish criteria for sight records of this species in Iowa. 
Incidentally, your article and others on the Minnesota Records Committtee 
have been of great. help and we have adopted many of the same procedures. 

Sincerely, 

Te Kent, 
Secretary; ie Riceteis. Iowa Ornithologists’ Union
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- To: Francis Moore, Tom Stone Jr., Tom Stone, Bob Myers. 

From: The Records Committee of the I0U 

211 Richards Street 
lowa City, lowa 52240 

Your careful documentations of Hoary Redpoll at Waterloo have been reviewed 
twice by the committee. The first independent review by mail produced 

~ variable opinions and frustrations on criteria for identification. | 
The second rewiew at the September meeting of the committee occurred after 
obtaining an outside opinion from Kim Eckert and after more review of the 
literature, especially review of an article by Balch in the Ti Tinois 
Audubon Journal. : 

It appears that there are ‘nies pare” reapalls and atypical ones, that 
have a less distinctive frosty appearance. 

rump of the Waterloo bird seems to be an allowable feature. 
The slight streaking in the — 

Also we 
found two references to Hoary's exposing their rump more than Commons, 
a feature that was initially attributed to injury in the Waterloo bird. 
The slight streaking of the under-tail coverts also is within limits seen 
in Hoarys. The pushed-in bill is a difficult feature to see. Balch 
suggests looking at the bill shape: an equilateral triangle in the Hoary — 
and an isosceles triangle | narrower at the base in the Common. 

In. the end, the committee was unnanimous in the opinion that the bird 
should be classified as a Hoary, albeit not a "classic" one. There is still 

some doubt as to whether the Hoary Redpoll should be a separate species, 
but as long as it is, the committee judged your record to be an example | 
of it, even though border ine. 7 , 

The record will be noted as Class II 1 (sight record with accepatble independent 
documentation by three or more observers. It serves as a outstanding 
example of careful study of a difficult bird. It is too bad it could not 
have been collected or caught and photographed. 

Keep up the good work!



ADDENDUM TO THE 
CEDAR FALLS, IA s 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - DECEMBER 27, 1980 ~ 
COMPILER - FRANCIS MOORE 

DETAILS OF UNUSUAL OBSERVATIONS: 

Mallard - 950; There has never been more than an estimated 315 Mallards 
on the CedarFalls, IA count previous to this year. Due to our moderate 
fall weather and excellent feeding areas close to the open waters along 
the Cedar River in Cedar Falls we found approximately 950 this year. 

Peregrine Falcon - 1; A Peregrine Falcon any time in Iowa is a rare 
occurance but one on a Christmas Bird Count is even rarer. The bird was 
seen by Tom Stone and Tom.Stone, Jr. from their vehicle as it chased 
Rock Doves close to the Cedar River near downtown Cedar Falls, IA near 
the center point of the count area. The bird was observed using 7X50mm 
binoculars from a distance of 50 feet to 200 yards in good light. See 
attached documentation forms for further details. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch - 9; The high count on a Cedar Falls CBC of Red- 
breasted Nuthatch prior to this count was four. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were found readily where there were "evergreen" type trees. A usually 
"hard-to-find" species, this year it was more-or-less common throughout 
the area. 3 

Brown Thrasher; Seen during count period not count day; Brown Thrashers 

this far North during the winter is very unusual. The bird seen was a 

rufous brown bird about the size of an American Robin with a long rufous 
brown tail. It had been coming to a feeder in Cedar Falls all during 
December and was seen the two days before the count but not on count day. 

Varied Thrush - 1; The Varied Thrush that was seen on the count day was 
seen four di tteccunt times on count day by several people taking part in- 

the count. The third Varied Thrush to be in the Waterloo - Cedar Falls, 
IA area in the past three years, this one at least stayed around for the 
the count. It had been seen for about three weeks prior to the count and 
has been seen after the count, too. See attached documentation form for 
further details. , 

Pine Grosbeak - 1; One bird, a male, was seen on the North side of Mark 
Sand Prairie in a small stand of Cedar trees where it appeared to have 
been trying to go to roost. See attached documentation forms for further 
details. 

Hoary Redpoll - 1; One Redpoll in a flock of 12 stood out from the rest 

of the other birds. After careful consideration of all field marks and 
knowing that there may be some geographic variation in Hoary Redpolls as 
well as thereis geographic variation in Common Redpolls I came to the 

@ 

conclusion that the bird was a Hoary Redpoll which was independently varified 
by several other observers from our count group. See attached documentation 
forms for further details.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF - 2 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD ess Bo-25 (12) 

1. Species Hoary Red po I| | : | 2. Number One 

. Location ee Plymouth Street, Waterloo jh 
¢ 

Date: oe ae 27,1480 | 5. Time Bird Seen: (;300m CO (740 au 

O
o
 

-
>
 
W
W
 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- | 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): General overall o pptavance 

of bred was Hat of a somewhat | ighter colored bird than the Common Redpells with which i¢ associated. 

The bird had the typical coloration oF «. fad pell 9 ted patch on forehead , yetlowish beak , white 

, Wing bars 9 dark brawn wings and tril alse had a Very light deuch of pink on the b-esct 
3 feed — 

+o black , chinand base of beak was black, The black of the chin didat Cover aS much arta Os 

ot +e Common Radpolls . Rump was white and clear of dark cheak‘ing , there wes less streaking 

aber the Tum p and ‘m thy upper toil covert din in the Commons Ti tcc appeared +o be three it] 

defined streaks down the side of this pavtice lay bid and not reer |. so wid 2 a steak ing asin the 

Commens, The under 4.i] cov ects wet re almost pyre wh ite except +H. three of them had Overy Small 

en of black in them at dheir very +. ps, they would have been immaculately, white ng feo. fo~ Pe 

small black sfroaks, only sean when osing 20160 mn telescope on Them, The face of this bird appeare ; 
More ‘pushed-in” than +h other Red polls seen. This bivd appeared a litte lavgew thon toy ther are un 

ie and did not associate tleasty with the other dpe {ls at pl avai fighting ith Whew it the come ty 0 
3 fj 

fe 
lose 2everr 1+ seeme be handica 0s$ OF vse ot ONG O ; lees. 

i. Description of voice 1f heard? Call o * S heacd but ce a a | 
. wag th this particulac rere ; | . Saris wet be direct! , associated 

8. Description of behavior: Actes like other Red : ) , a 
4 : polls +hot were cesent wh ‘“ Sue bot hak Fee 

wse of one leg. Sfaned Some distance Rew. other Ped polls and fousht nes elle ray fo See toro close. 
9. Habitat - general: Residential arta withesch house having typical tree iran 

specific: Bird seen feed ing in Ree Birch a West wide of house at abeve address. 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: Most of th 
i . uat Redeolls v . BA ia Hae bwehs had « completely streaked YUP Om a let of 

Streak ing in the undectrit covexts, Sides of Gmmon Redpells were muck mere & freaked ve} rk and thes 
e\l apponced te be davkew on Ha back head and vest of body Hen the bivd identified asaHoars wees ; 

11. Distance (how measured)? min. jo ft. Max: 60 f4 12. Optical equipment: 8+L 7%*3&m~ — 
. | binotolavsand 20%40 Bushnell Specomaster 

| | telescope. 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): Mosfly cloudy, 
byiaht overcast sky. Sun was behind hud above na KS | Csad Neet. watch ing Led us 2h Lh 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: Alo previous 
crpevience with this species. fave seen Commun Red pells in March of 1978 and alongside this 
Particular bied. | 

15. Other observers: Russeil Hays , Tom Stone, Tia 3 Stone, Bob Myers 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? Yes 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Russell finns, Tom Stone, 

“Tom Shone ee Bob Myers 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
Bivds of North America. , Rebbins, Sruun, Zimm t Singe~ 3 A Field Guide 4 He Bids East, RT. Peterson; 
The Birds of Canada, Godfrey. My identification was made more certoin by ius fetieons and descriptions 

vsed in the text of these. boe ks. thes holped me +t antics my Svspidions about oO Very fare bird in lowa.. : 

19. How long after obserying this bird did-you first write this description? 3 daus. 

Signature: Tian” One Address: 264 western ix 
ae i. 

ete: Din 1 36 eis ___City, State: Waterloo 1A S070! 



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF ee oo 7 

AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD , , 5 

1. Species Hoey fed, LiL CC 2. Number 

ication F729 ? LhprassZ Mt Ww len 
apape ate oF «ta aS 

Date: Neo 2 i 3 ha Dac Gs. Time Bird Seen: fun 6 7.30 topo VO 
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. Description of size, shape fe color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Re& afeed ley On oe tk aint. i elds. Bihiaic 

sarfer ¢ han wth Jcbyrothe altened, & Boake gellers. 

pol feck SOC % fer ¢ HK Anke C77 eke , vera tare 

niet - ue Ane f | 

. Description of voice, if heard: 

8. ae beh ib. oburvye fe ale And fir ule 

9. Habitat - general: ck pe res ptighcbad Fer 4 : 

Co) Specific: vt Bur Len Ae ~ 

10. Similarly iy anvenr 9 species whj ch are eliminated by questions 6, 4 & 8. Explain: 

i. — (how ot i2. Optical equipment: 
ee Lc fbn — 

3d. é 7 har on bird, position, of sun inr lation to bird and you): 
pape wat giv. Dec 2? CLANS oO lv for b 

tS ae get te, 
14. Previous experience with this species and Sfatlarly appearing species: qd ate ey 

Mone 

-.15. Qther observers: 

Jom A Mee , Kavel Glog Mana Tova Bot- Wye 
16. Did the others nei with your lal aiiien ea 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

dom 3 Ai AO fr wYfayr , Pett Ayre» ee Uiloere 
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

fprrite Mit TH gs WU hee | 

(} Dink 479 ON ee Drreb lof Whcke 
‘ 19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? 

Signature: Je ri dlbore. Address: /é G2 Lo) erielrrseegy 

Date: den il | City, State: rutrlye~ Loco 
ae 

‘ 
p
a
n
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14. 

15. 

16. 

17 

18. 
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF . oe 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD oe (12 

. Species (Hewre Reha ctl 2. Number , . 
Location ves pba t s¥ We? Lue a 

Tee 1256 Fo Biratds Fr. 
Date: BDec é? Van. © +. Time Bird Seen o30AM to /0;70AM . 

foe 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was Seen in the field): 

a! ce back, atin rar te hh Leck 

. Description of voice, if heard: 

; Description of behavior: fern don ae 2 _- He. ©. en 

. Habitat - general: cb a ge a Hoarcaf a. 
specific: pA a, dae Bak Leacde Aree: 

Similarly appearing species. which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 4&4 8. 8, Explain: 

fae ae solid ee Rhee Aad try + ticched rims 
ii. Distance (how measured)? ct Veasst plowts 12. Optical equipment: 7 8S Beinn 

L awe at eLoazet - 
Light (sky, ~-_ on bird, — of sun in relation to bird and ou): 

Previous experience with ce aus ira similarly ponies species: 

Nowe OY jhiz & Lid aheusel — oa 

Other Tw ALE Le tA, 
Come, 

Did the others a with your identification? ei 

. Other observers who independently identified this bird: lca Me. Tom 5 Tx, 

Rede gira, PMarcis Mee 
Books , ae -— advice peti soy how did these influence this description: 
Bind. : of 

Merch. /978 Suir ae PPP ee i. at ae + deg 

How long after obserying this bird did "oe first write se Aeaeenienens 

Signature: go Je. S Fong Te Address: Yb oz toh mage | fa 

fy 

Date: aw // City, State: 7/ (Hrrioe Ler. 
———r —— - —



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF | ie 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species_passe ible ‘Hoary. Keel || 2. Number | 

Location /227 Mymoatd st a helerloo 
pate: Der. 29/0 B mest \an.5. Time Bird Seen: many © “/fmes 

Vv 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

ae am including T's doaume station becauge we sv: If Pee/ the biral may be a hooves 

redpoll while not shewing a/! chorosteristise of a pe specimen. Bird was similar 7o 

Commons arechrd jt with exception oP I, lighter a colon Chat net Grocty) de white’ 

H
D
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8. Description of behavior: 0. edrig mer while bi id wilh oo /o « Stina + el 
: g. 

10. 

ne 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 

18. 

sclio steoks on tume bel maybe eSeo hadiag sats iT Cmuch whiter Man sie 
Te under tas! cos -_ collt Jon 2 clots bal ho sTreeks 4, Very haht Wh Sp on siules 

: cq ~ Sleek 4 
es red bind Brie St very fen eee MARS - dlae bb-et. — ae RE ON Lr 

on or ala» k teers or "hybnid wh “s very possible. 

Description of voice, if heard: — 

Habitat . general : re siclenTua!l grea 

specific: white birch Tree oleng side chiveusny 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6,7 -& 8. ‘Explain: 

Common ved of may be eliminated bg 6 bf bind sas act *Siests ane bet 

a Pec. dite ond oa sides and a where hoary shovla nel this may nef rheout leery eins 
Distance (how measured) ? 12. Optical equipment: fe, 9x37 s | 

7 | 

yo) i Go" : Bushnel/ IO X Scope 
Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

jm viewed hind In many tO renT IighT siltations 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

ho €xX per rence soi Th fPoary and hine Feef, Cat TF COM ITT oF) 

th bservers: “ | — Other observers: firpners Soore - Jom + Tommy SVine-— flass SP fheys = 
toe Schoo Ffenbu e/- mosT of hh Ferbe Ftucdubern 

Did the others agree with your identification? 7’, ,. het nan ict Tey , sl 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: © S aibiart myIp 7 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: | 
ecked many meny heoks- B Ler, ave | Field Guide 7 Te Biide~ Petersen of. Biidls K& (0. . Pence | 

by Rotbuas-obe. 3. Sunes OF Conacle Godfrey 4. Minnesols Sings — Kober ts 
19. 

‘Date: oI Cai» Ten State: 

Feb. leo, (FE a 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? ld 
_ 



fo-* 58 

These are the notes I made on my daily record for 3 Jan 1981 | 
concerning the possible Hoary Redpoll seen at Waterloo earlier 
that day. 

"One redpoll with injured leg had quite white rump which was 
usually exposed because wings held low. However, a few streaks 
from back extended onto rump and a few very fine streaks up from 
tail. Bill, overall color and ventral streaks not definitely 
different from other birds it was with. These birds on ground 
and in tree on Plymouth St in Waterloo." 

I noted a total of 7 Redpolls. The birds were about 30 ft away 
and directly north of Carl Bendorf and I as we watched them for 
about 20 minutes with a telescope from the car window. 

7 Thomas H. Kent 
11 March 1981


