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VOTE: 5 A-D, 2 NA

A-D. Apparently a 2nd winter bird. Good description.

NA. This is a bit brief for an accidental (but apparently
increasing) species. How much larger than Herring Gull was this
one?

NA. Except for size, which varies among Herring Gulls, this
description fits a second year Herring Gull. The light bill base
light bill base also points to Herring Gull.

A-D. Good description of imm. Great Black-backed, probably
2nd-winter bird based on pale base to bill. The large size
compared to Herring Gulls, dark bar on secondaries, and darker
mantle all support identification.

A-D. Bill suggests 2nd winter, but other features are those of
first-winter bird. Would help to have more definite size
comparison. ‘

A-D. Would be nice to get a documentation from Armstrong
occasionally.

A-D. Size and shape of bill not described but all other marks
that identify this as a Great Black-backed Gull are present in
the documentation. Adequately described for me to give this one
an acceptance vote.

REVOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA

A-D. Combination of white head, back coloration, and light
rump with secondary bar on wing appears to be conclusive. A much
more precise quantification of the size comparison would make
this much easier. Isn’t it possible to say something like
"Herring Gulls nearby were approximately 3/4 as large and bill
was perhaps twice as heavy compared to Herring"? This is
infinitely more helpful than to say simply "larger" than
Herrings. Tell us how much larger it is so a judgement can be
made whether it is within the possible range of a Herring.

A-D. Good description of 2nd-year Gr. Black-backed Gull. Both
Herring and Gr. Black-backed should have light color at the base
of the bill. The description is adequate for a species that may
soon be regular in Iowa.

A-D. Observer could have quantified size better. I think bird
was too dark and contrasty for 2nd-year Herring.

A-D. Details were brief but described a bird coming into its
2nd winter pretty well. I will admit that size comparison to
Herring was not best but other criteria were adequate to
eliminate Herring.

A-D. To me the key is saddleback effect--light head, dark
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back, pale rump and tail. Clearly to me 2nd-year for B.B. Gull.
2nd yr Herring Gull does not show this effect, despite comment on
2nd NA.

SENT TO: Bery Engebretsen, 6492 James Francis, Johnston, IA
50131.
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