
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists' Union Printed: 11/28/00 

Mountain Bluebird Record Number: 99-03 

7 Feb 1999 Classification: 

nw of Peterson, O'Brien Co., IA 

Schoenewe, Fuller, Kent, Thelen : 

P-0612, P-0616, P-0619,IBL 69:70, 70:145 

if a8
) 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Lee A. Schoenewe (7 Feb), 518 W 4th St., Spencer [3/23/99] 

Jim Fuller (13 Feb), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240 

T. H. Kent (13 Feb), 211 Richards St., Iowa City 52246 

Ed Thelen (14 Feb), 15362 250th Ave., Spirit Lake 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

T. H. Kent (13 Feb), P-0612 

Jim Fuller (14 Feb), P-0616 

Ed Thelen (14 Feb), P-0619 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 69:70 

Records Committee: IBL 70:145 

VOTE: 7 A-P 

A-P, Two birds (male and female) or one bird (female)? 

A-P, Feather wear (after single molt in late summer) 

eliminates feather edging and brown areas on female. Male should 

be blue in all stages of molt, but brighter in spring with wear 

(as with goldfinches). I sent the photo to Lee Schoenewe and he 

responded by saying the bird was the same one he saw; i.e., there 

was only one bird present. 

A-P, How many birds? What sex?





Mountain Bluebird P-0612 
SE,O’Brien Co.,IA 
13 Feb 1999 T, H. Kent 74-03 



4 9-08 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? MANY AIM BlIneC/FR / £ 

Location?_ Ht JICEE FARM LOOKOUT on WATERMAN GLYO O'BIUEW CO. 

Type of habitaty Hite 7 Fiver UALcey 
When? date(s): 2/7/49 Time: Md140 — 12/535 FM 

Who? your name and address 

LEE A. SeHoENEWwE SIF W. ute > S Peni cer 

Others with you W4WVCY ScHoKJUEWE cany Chaaliet 
Others before and after you J) Farce. TIENT &- sdmunat v . 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of allparts.(bill,. head, neck,back,..wing,.tail,.throat,——.._ ~~ 
breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 
behavior. Z SyofPEO THE Tuck OW THE TOP OF THE Hite AAO Gor 
OUT TO OBSERLE <CVERAL EAGLES AWD AAWKEO SOARING cVER, 
THE (NSE 46oVUE THE ewe. T Sw A FLASH Of- BULLE Ly Achost 

THE ROAD AWD LAND on A TELEPKIONE jE WHEN FT 60T THE BRA /N 
my BIVOCUARS LT s/MmeoiaraTeey RECOGNIZED (7 4 A- — Py ge 
wesniRo, TWAS AELe TO Get THE BYtD, WN THE ACOlE On SEY —— 
ee IT Twice MOVERER ANO Lit ON THE GKoUND, IT WAS EWT7 RELY Bue 

: jeer BARKER SKY BULLE p= THE THiL, WIVES, PACE AW O HEAB, AMO 4 sehetidbagid 
Mole SILVERY KKE OW THE THICOAT, BICEAST AWS Petry, THE E1E, Bucy Leos a 

imilar species and how eliminated: ' 
EASTERW ANO WESTERN BWUKEBIRDS” AAUE RusST Colom 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? “WO 
If yes, explain: , 1 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical... 
equipment: SuvSHNE; 30~7O YAROS; Fedo Binloauarnys 

| 20k -— boy Sco fE 
Previous experience with this species and similar ones: 
SECN MANY TIMES IW BrAcK Wis, SLB, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? »mmECPIATELY 
this form completed? 5S Hours 

Mail original form to field editor for this season. 

Wj3414/29 pkloAreD THE BIRD IV THE Same Ake 
Juobeom® IT A FiesT YEAR MALE BASED OW THE SILVER. GIA 

ISCEAST AND BEUY. DEFANITE BLUE ON BACK ANO HEAD Whew 

Seen AGAINST P4Ric BACK EROUKHD.



44-95 

DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD 

SPECIES: Mountain Bluebird (F emale) 

LOCATION: Little Sioux River bluff about three miles northwest of Peterson (O’Brien County). Habitat was hillside with mostly scattered Red Cedar trees. 

DATE & TIME: 13 February, 1999 (3:40-3:50 PM) & 14 February, 1999 (11:30-35 AM) 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240 

OTHERS: Tom Kent was with me. A male Mountain Bluebird was discovered by Lee and Nancy Schoenewe at this location on 7 F ebruary, and was seen again by them on 13 
February. A female Mountain Bluebird was seen at this location by Ed Thelen on 14 February and by Ed, Rob, and Marty Thelen on 21 F ebruary. 

DESCRIPTION: The bird was seen sitting on the tips of cedar trees and on utility wires. 
Although Eastern Bluebirds had been seen in the area, none were present for comparison 
at the time of viewing. This bird was generally the same size as an Eastern Bluebird, but 
seemed to be a little longer and thinner. It also seemed to sit more erectly than an Eastern 
Bluebird. The only blue area on the bird was the folded wing (and tail), and it was not 
brilliant, rather more of an aqua color. The upper back and head, and even some of the 
side of the face was a dull bluish-gray. The underparts ranged from a dirty grayish color 
on the breast and upper belly, to the lower belly and vent which were an offwhite color. 
The throat was a lighter gray. The tail, which was noticeably longer than the wing tips 
was a similar blue to the wings. The bill was relatively short, pointed, and black. The leg 
color was dark. There was a white eye ring. No vocalization was heard. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: Both female Eastern and Western Bluebirds show a rust color on 
the upper breast. The Eastern also has some rust on the throat, while the Western shows a 
grayish-blue throat, all of which differ from the breast and throat color of the female 
Mountain Bluebird. 

DISAGREE: No one diasagreed with ID. 

VIEWING CONDITIONS: Both days were cloudless, and the bird was being viewed 
toward the south and southeast at distances of 50-100 feet. I was using Swift Audubon 
binoculars (8.5 X 44). 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen Mountain Bluebirds on numerous occasions in 
the west, and have seen males three previous times and females once before in the state. 

REFERENCES: National Geographic guide was looked at after the viewing. No written 
notes were made at the time. This form was typed on 19 F ebruary.



44_62 
DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Species: Mountain Bluebird; Number: 1 female 

Location: Waterman Creek A., O’Brien Co., IA 

Date: 13, 14 February 1999; Time: about 3:30 p.m. and mid-a.m
. 

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City,
 IA 52246. 

Others before/with/after: reported by Lee Schoenewe; with Jim Fuller 

Habitat and circumstances: hilly with patches of cedars; near Little Sioux River 
: 

Description of bird: The bird popped up in response to a Mountain Bluebird tape. I did not record notes in t
he field, but 

rather concentrated on taking photos. This description is from the photos. This overal
l gray-blue bird appeared 

more elongated than an Eastern Bluebird and did not have the hunched back appearan
ce. It perched in cedars and 

flew about. I did not see it hover. The underparts are light gray with a hint of blue ex
cept for the white undertail. 

The upperparts are slightly darker with areas of light blue on the head and turquoise blue in
 some of the flight 

feathers and tail feathers. The bill is thin and black. The eye is dark. I thought there was
 a slight eye ring in the 

field but I don’t see this in the photos. In one photo the wings look slightly longer than th
e tail, but in other the tail 

seems slightly longer. As expected the feather edging present in fresh plumage is not
 evident in the worn spring 

plumage. Bluebirds molt once per year in the summer. 

Voice: not heard 

Similar species: Eastern Bluebird eliminated by uniform overall color, longer wings, elongated body. 

Any one have reservations?: A male was reported, but we did not see it. 

- Light: clear, sun on bird; Distance: 20 yards (est); Optics: 10x binocular, 540mm lens 

Previous experience: seen in west and once in Iowa. 

Reference used while writing: Dunn, J. 1981. The identification of female bluebirds. Birding 13:4-11. 

Time of notes: none; Final typing: 13 days



DOCUMENTATION FORM | 4G. ~ 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? VA a Lae eg a a ) How many? 

Location? hoes t 2 of beter ON , “it Pe sins rie bunt 

Type of Habitat? itl rop a bg Gavel Pr A we CMAAMEE LEAL. me JA ALES 
ales Ly ¢ 74 "l On€. > ik - tah tae LVIEC of) ir A fea . 

When? date(s): we fC pal ~) tin mee? to 
7 FSU Aa, S220 

Who? your name and address: LA VLE le J? 46,2 atte Bye sme bloke is 

Others with you: 94 Ze \ Ada -— a ital ue Velen 

Others before or after you: Jer Schonewee fLrecs regen Tek po le SL bub 

Describe the bird( s) including only what you observed. Include size, shane. details of all parts (bill, eve. 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and hehavior. 

Bhan bird Jape Wilh all IY Plt Mop bo/z é/2e 

selec tt When «7 Wt7 (%q 743 oe ~ mene phe a 

the hia “ Har an anh fhe wtgl. FG Fase wv 

bee wth geen 04 (fou 40 y Cl. Swe poate) Orul -ege Oe 

Yor La Sore os andlor Fac / coon. 

BS am Wes ehwa Lis SCE A of At gh lene roe 4 

LOZ vibe ot rogg above humercus tedav Seas Py a 

JS OLRe ole Vrre J) OC&é/ te oly i Lor fot AoU ee aed 

Fen oA ghoun et -~ GY Tr C8 TE 
cele be #3 S@IO be5 | 

Similar species; how eliminated: 

fle eee ng 2 pote ¢ es SOO Os | tite? LyA tc < Lu 06 (ao 

be frunglipn var Yeon iin at eed wes eran Slee foal pe 

G2 Bu wKian oS 4 whe Be — Facey hail if Crale, wo 

Gee ads ee thelgee Bere was 2 At “LM obi 7 
0 bes vege he 06l5 See seee 05 Gey bude 

(bg SL Bod a a le (VE hg aaa ee oe Pe ie 
~o any Mh Clisagre ig have reservations about the uel fications ME a oC © ie — Oy OW 
If yes, explain: P ie 

Viewing conditions: give Pity distance ( how measured ); optical equipment. 4 TC ge. Wey 

SO — (tepre ae ly ae 

Fox Brectelacy : . . 
Previous experience with ie As and similar ones: : - . 

7 Sie lai pe ye ae Live in, 47 The af 
y Cina le. 

Re face 2 iad consulted before writing description: Wo WY ” 

How long before field notes made? Sn this form completed? ot week y 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on hack cover of lowa Bird Life}.


