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nw of Peterson, O'Brien Co., IA

Schoenewe, Fuller, Kent, Thelen

P-0612, P-0616, P-0619,IBL 69:70, 70:145

DOCUMENTATIONS

Lee A. Schoenewe (7 Feb), 518 W 4th St., Spencer [3/23/99]

Jim Fuller (13 Feb), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240

T. H. Kent (13 Feb), 211 Richards St., Iowa City 52246

Ed Thelen (14 Feb), 15362 250th Ave., Spirit Lake
PHOTOGRAPHS

T. H. Kent (13 Feb), P-0612

Jim Fuller (14 Feb), P-0616

Ed Thelen (14 Feb), P-0619
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 69:70

Records Committee: IBL 70:145
VOTE: 7 A-P

A-P, Two birds (male and female) or one bird (female)?

A-P, Feather wear (after single molt in late summer)
eliminates feather edging and brown areas on female. Male should
be blue in all stages of molt, but brighter in spring with wear
(as with goldfinches). I sent the photo to Lee Schoenewe and he
responded by saying the bird was the same one he saw; i.e., there
was only one bird present.

A-P, How many birds? What sex?






Mountain Bluebird P-0612
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99-03

DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD
SPECIES: Mountain Bluebird (Female)

LOCATION: Little Sioux River bluff about three miles northwest of Peterson (O’Brien
County). Habitat was hillside with mostly scattered Red Cedar trees.

DATE & TIME: 13 February, 1999 (3:40-3:50 PM) & 14 February, 1999 (11:30-35 AM)
OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City, Towa, 52240

OTHERS: Tom Kent was with me. A male Mountain Bluebird was discovered by Lee
and Nancy Schoenewe at this location on 7 February, and was seen again by them on 13
February. A female Mountain Bluebird was seen at this location by Ed Thelen on 14
February and by Ed, Rob, and Marty Thelen on 21 February.

DESCRIPTION: The bird was seen sitting on the tips of cedar trees and on utility wires.
Although Eastern Bluebirds had been seen in the area, none were present for comparison
at the time of viewing. This bird was generally the same size as an Eastern Bluebird, but
seemed to be a little longer and thinner. It also seemed to sit more erectly than an Eastern
Bluebird. The only blue area on the bird was the folded wing (and tail), and it was not
brilliant, rather more of an aqua color. The upper back and head, and even some of the
side of the face was a dull bluish-gray. The underparts ranged from a dirty grayish color
on the breast and upper belly, to the lower belly and vent which were an offwhite color.
The throat was a lighter gray. The tail, which was noticeably longer than the wing tips
was a similar blue to the wings. The bill was relatively short, pointed, and black. The leg
color was dark. There was a white eye ring. No vocalization was heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Both female Eastern and Western Bluebirds show a rust color on
the upper breast. The Eastern also has some rust on the throat, while the Western shows a
grayish-blue throat, all of which differ from the breast and throat color of the female
Mountain Bluebird.

DISAGREE: No one diasagreed with ID.

VIEWING CONDITIONS: Both days were cloudless, and the bird was being viewed
toward the south and southeast at distances of 50-100 feet. I was using Swift Audubon
binoculars (8.5 X 44).

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen Mountain Bluebirds on numerous occasions in
the west, and have seen males three previous times and females once before in the state.

REFERENCES: National Geographic guide was looked at after the viewing. No written
notes were made at the time. This form was typed on 19 F ebruary.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Species: Mountain Bluebird; Number: 1 female

Location: Waterman Creek A., O'Brien Co., IA

Date: 13, 14 February 1999; Time: about 3:30 p.m. and mid-a.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, 1A 52246.

Others before/with/after: reported by Lee Schoenewe; with Jim Fuller

Habitat and circumstances: hilly with patches of cedars; near Little Sioux River

Description of bird: The bird popped up in response to a Mountain Bluebird tape. I did not record notes in the field, but
rather concentrated on taking photos. This description is from the photos. This overall gray-blue bird appeared
more elongated than an Eastern Bluebird and did not have the hunched back appearance. It perched in cedars and
flew about. T did not see it hover. The underparts are light gray with a hint of blue except for the white undertail.
The upperparts are slightly darker with areas of light blue on the head and turquoise blue in some of the flight
feathers and tail feathers. The bill is thin and black. The eye is dark. I thought there was a slight eye ring in the
field but I don’t see this in the photos. In one photo the wings look slightly longer than the tail, but in other the tail
seems slightly longer. As expected the feather edging present in fresh plumage is not evident in the worn spring
plumage. Bluebirds molt once per year in the summer.

Voice: not heard

Similar species: Eastern Bluebird eliminated by uniform overall color, longer wings, elongated body.

Any one have reservations?: A male was reported, but we did not see it.

Light: clear, sun on bird; Distance: 20 yards (est); Optics: 10x binocular, 540mm lens

Previous experience: seen in west and once in lowa.

Reference used while writing: Dunn, J. 1981. The identification of female bluebirds. Birding 13:4-11.

Time of notes: none; Final typing: 13 days
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