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Black-legged Kittiwake Record Number: 83-07
24 Apr 1983 Classification: NA
dredge ponds near Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Co., IA

*William and Rebecca Otto

IBL 54:39

DOCUMENTATION

William/Rebecca Otto
LETTERS

Tanya Bray (submitted with documentation)

Bruce Peterjohn, 21 June 1983 (included with review)

REFERENCE

Records Committee: IBL 54:39
VOTE: 3-IV, 2-V, 2-VI

IV, Ditto, lack of black collar puzzling.

V, Lack of head and neck marks disturbing. Other features
difficult to judge without seeing the bird. Were black legs real
or apparent?

IV, Description does not eliminate the more likely Bonapartes
Gull.

IV, Spring, inland records rare. Black legs are not a concrete
mark. Other marks Bonaparte Gull-like.

VI, Description eliminates Kittiwake (bill color--bicolored;
head & neck--lacking markings). I have to wonder, however, as
B.J. Rose is an experienced observer, whether there may have been
a Kittiwake in the area.

V, Lack of crescent on nape is not a problem; 2nd year birds
may lack it. Some details (eg undescribed breast spots)
questionable for Kittiwake. Good description of field marks known
to be useful in identification, but there should be more general
description; details of ordinary parts of the plumage. B. J.
Rose’s sighting at Manawa 24 Apr. suggests a kittiwake was
present, despite the documentation. Too bad BJ won’t write
documentations.



§3-0M
105-X 2, Ticonderoga, Dr,
‘lesterville, OH 43081
Z1 June 1983

De=2r Tom: .
I'n looking forward to the I,l.U. meeting in Cctober. 1I'll

let you know about my travel plans ard rprovide you with some slides
at a later date, '

Wiy thoughts on the documentations are as follows:

Mississippi Kite: definitely a lorthern Harrler

Black-legged Kittiwake: definitely a first-year Ring-billed Gull!
The absence of head and nape markings, bill color and tail shape
eliminate the possibility of a kittiwake,

Laughing Gull: the description dces not eliminate a sub-adult
Franklin's Gull (which would have 2 similar wing pattern with
no white separating the gray mantle from the black primaries,)
Since she did not describe till and leg color or the black hood

., in detail, I cannot accurately age this bird (and hence cannot
identify it to species). Given its location in extrene western
Iowa, I would imagine that a Franklin's would be much more
11kEIYl

Rlack-headed Grosbeak: another troblenatical zrosbeak sirshting that
does not sit very well with nme, The description of the under-
parts is suggestive of a Black-head but is not detailed enough
to be conclusive (the observer should have mentioned the belly
and described the streaking pattern in more detail). The white
eye line 1s suggestive of a lose-breast. In addition, the
observer was not familiar with the species and appeared rather
indecicive with her own identification, Given these facts, I
don't think this written description provides 2 conclusive basis
for identifying this bird to either species.

Whooping Crane: I have a number of croblens with this sighting,
First, the fact the observer was a non-birder who observed the
bird at a distance of 100 yards without binoculars nakes ne
wonder about the accuracy of the description (could he accurately
determine bill and leg color at that distance?), Secondly, the
crane he described was a first-year bird that should still be
accompanying its parents (by the way there were only 2 or 3
young produced last year out of the 70 or so cranes in the
Aransas flock). Thirdly, it is rather unlikely that this species
would be feeding alongz the shore of a man-m2de lake. Lastly, I
invariably receive 1 or 2 Whoovoing Crane reports from somewhere
in the Region each year (I elso received 1 from Indiana this
spring). These reports always come from casual or non-birders
in very unlikely locations, While it is conceivable that an
occasional crane might stray into extreme western Iowz or
lMissouri, such a sighting must be thoroughly described by a
number of active birders (2rd hopefully accompanied by photos)
before I will accept it,



§3-67

Tom Kent
June 21, 1993
rvage 2

Western Grebe: the description is pretty gqod for a light-phase
bird, The best field mark is the hemd Jattern which he cescribed
verfectly (white lores and whits externiine ahove the eve),

The bill color is a little troud ‘ ‘
crange-yellow bills while darZ-vhase birds nnve sreenish-yellow
bills, Zowever, the descrivticn of 2 "oricht vellow"” Bil] 1isg
closer to a light-phase bird, Another characteristic that is
frequently useful is back color, Lizht-vhase birds have a
grayish back that is lighter than the nzve (as was accur=ately
described for this bird); dark-rhase grebes have uniformly
black upperparts and nape, The best article describing these
color phases is found in iestern Birds (1981, Vol. 12 (1), DP.
L1-46); I can send you a copy if youre interested,

Eastern Wood Pewee: very marginal descrivtion (so narginal that I
probably won't include it ir =v report)., I have rroblens with
any pewee described as a black and white bird (the uprervarts
certainly aren't black and the underparts aren't unifornly white).

. In addition, Empidonax flycatchers frecuently lack eye rings,
Given this brief and inaccurzte description and the observers
‘aprarent inexperience, I would have to describe this sichting
as questionable at best, !

Gray-cheeked Thrush: another qu?sgioiib%e sigsu%zgéelzhilru;ty tail

g } rigls oy b} o view vecia or
?guﬁg“%{? g f%npggrrﬁggﬁg)?i They also f21led to mentign the -
gray cheek patch, Given their inerperience, this sighting
would best be treated as Catharus SD,

. Several miscellaneous comments on some observations:

Yellow Rails: while the descrivticns seem to conme out of a field
guide, from my experience, Yellow Rails look nothing like those
pictured in the books, For exanple, they are not yellow at all
but have cream-colored underparts and tan or buffy urverparts
with rather indistinet dark screaks, If Iowa observers are
seeing yellow-colored rails, I do not know what they are looking
at,

Lonz-billed Dowitcher: basic rluznzed lonz-bills cannot be identi-
fied by bill lenzth and winz covert edgings!!il! I would suggest
ilike Hewlon read Pitelka's excellent monograph on the genus
Limnodromus (1948, U, Californiz Publ, Zo0l. 50: 1-108).before
he attempts further identifications of dowitchers, While fall
Juveniles and breeding plumazed adults can be safely identified
with caution (don't use the nisinformaticn in the field guides),
winter plumaged birds in nigration cause real problems, I don't
know of any proven field identification techniques for these

e @l Aoy dowitchersy, (This letter is tso long already, I will defer further
discussion until October). liany birders sre having similar
problems, This spring, one state in the Region reported nore
lonz-bills than short-bills wrich is prevesterous,

Godwits: I totally agree with your conment on godwit identification,
Any May sighting of 46 gzodwits in this Rerion nust certainly be
Zudsonians,

B T
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Tom Zent
June 21, 1¢23
rage 3

I have several requests: :
1. Can you send me a better ccrzy (or the original) of <he Chestnut-
collared Lonzspur documentaticn? I can't read the copy you sent

hosl =]
MY E

2, Can you send me a photo of the Vermilion Flycatcher? “While =a
Vernilion Flycatcher should be unmistakable, there was a rartially
nelanistic Scarlet Tanager in New York this sprinzg that had a
Plunage pattern identical to a Vermilion Flycatcher (and was
originally identified as one until someone familiar with both
species saw the bird).

Vongspur docune ated o
I will return both the rhoto and origina;ﬁpromptly. I will feel nmore
comfortable including both sightinzs in ry sprinz report if I can
study the available evidence in better detail,

I hope this information is useful to you. (I 2lso hope it makes

sense; it is getting quite late and I should have gone to bed long
ago), Let me know if I can provide further assistance,

?igcerely,
/Vhfé{/

Bruce Pesterjohn



SPECIES:

§3-071
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Committeze
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union
BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

DATE SEEN: 24 April, 1983
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Pottawattamie County

OBSERVERS: William and Rebecca Otto

DATE OF REVIEW: 1983

METHOD OF REVIEW: Mailing to Committee
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: VI

COMMENTS:  Tne Committee generally agreed that the details provided in fact

eliminated Black-legged Kittiwake: 1. Lack of head and neck markings;
2, bicolored bill; 3. black legs not diggnostic, and may have just
appeared black, This combination of characters never occur in the
Black-legged Kittiwake, Also, the species is rather rare in

spring in the interior, Likely altermatives included Ring-billed
Gull (most likely due to bicolored bill) or Bonaparte's Gull,

Recent fileld guides have very good information on gull identification
(Grant's book; the National Geographic Field Guide- excellent), and it
is srongly suggested that Robbins' Birds of North Amertca and
Peterson's books not be used for identifying out-of-range gulls,

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

Explanation of Classification:

I

II
ITI
IV
v
VI

labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for

review by the Committee

acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

record with insufficient evidence to judge '
probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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Dear Tom,
This documentation was sent to me by

Bill and Becky Ctto
5000 Lafayette St
Cmaha, Ne 68132

The Xittiwake was also observed by B.J. and fharon Rose on
April 24, B.J. told me he saw a "shadow" of the crescent
remaining on the neck. FEe said it was very faint.

Ccn April 25, BJ and I went to Lake Iianawa to try and see the

hird, but could not locate it. To my knowledge, it was not
seen again.

Tanya Eray
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