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Records Committee: IBL 62:71 

VOTE: 2 A-D, 5 NA 

NA, Possibly Thayer’s Gull but mantle color is not best 
characteristic to use to separate Thayer’s and Herring Gulls. 
Thayer’s Gull do have dark wing tips, not as extensive as in 
Herring but still present. In Gulls, Grant states Beware adult 
Herring Gulls in October to December with still-growing outer 
three primaries; such birds show much less black on 
underwing-tip, suggesting Thayer’s-like pattern. More detail is 
needed to distinguish between Thayer’s, Herring and possible 
Iceland Gull. 

NA, While the details provided are suggestive of 1st winter 
Thayer’s, more detail should be provided before accepting this 
rare and difficult to identify species in Iowa. 

NA, Insufficient details to identify from this description. 
NA, Not enough detail given to conclude Thayer’s Gull. No 

description of underwing, tail pattern and color, contrasts, if 
any, Of wings and mantle. Too much is missing to say that these 
were Thayer’s Gulls. 

NA, More details are needed to evaluate a Thayer’s Gull than 
just reliance on light brown mantle through the wing tips. This 
may be a good field mark for spotting them in flight but more 
details are needed to conclusively determine this as a Thayer’s 
and eliminate other possibilities. Please send in more with more 
details.
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