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1. Size and shape — The bird was crow size or slightly smaller. The head was
large and rounded as in other owls but the body seemed more tapered and the tail
was long.

2. Colar, feather patterns, etc. — The owl had light gray facial dises that were
framed in black. The bird had a dark upper breast or throat band with a wider white
band just below it. From the white band on down, the breast and belly were light
gray covered with fine dark horizontal bars. The back and wings were brown-gray
with white spots. The tail was barred. The eyes were yellow and the hooked beak
was very pale yellow.

3. Behavior — In flight the Hawk Owl was swift and direct, like an accipiter,
with rapid wing beats. It would usually swoop up and land in the very highest part
of a tree very much like a shrike. The bird would occasionally jerk its tail up and
down in Kestrel fashion. The owl was quite tame and would perch at the tip topof a
tree and it usually sat at a slight angle to the branch it was on not perpendicular to
it as with most owls.

The bird represents the first lowa record of the Hawk Owl to be supported by
photographs and documentation. The only other Iowa records are unreliable and
not supported by data. E. James, 1823, in Account of an Expedition from Pitts-
burgh to the Rocky Mountains Preformed in the Years 1819, 1820 list the bird
among others from this area but has no details. Anderson, 1907, included the Hawk
Owl in his book Birds of lowa on the basis of two reports from George H. Berry that
he had taken a Hawk Owl in lowa and observed another in December 1903 near
Cedar Rapids, Linn County. No specimen or any other details can be found.

This Hawk Owl was very cooperative always being in the same area so many,
and I mean many, birders could find it. I am sure the newly-founded Iowa Birdline
was very helpful in spreading word of the sighting. I received calls from birders
from as far as Indianapolis, St. Louis, and Kansas City who heard about the bird on
the lowa Birdline and were coming to lowa to see it.

Literature Cited
Anderson, R.M. 1907. The Birds of lowa. Proc. Davenport Academy of Sciences,
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and Brown. p. 371.

GENERAL NOTES

Black-legged Kittiwake at Saylorville Reservoir — While birding the grassy
north shore of the Saylorville Dam around 11:00 a.m. on 12 December 1981, I
noticed a very different gull flying nearby over the lake.

My first impression was that it was a Sabine's Gull as the wing pattern
consisted of dark primaries and a light triangular patch on the trailing half of the
wing. The gull seemed trimmer — slimmer and smaller — than the hundreds of
Ring-billed Gulls on the lake and larger than the Bonaparte's which were still on
the lake. As the gull flew by a moment later, | got a good look al it and quickly
began taking notes.
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Its bill was slimmer than a Ring-billed's and all black. The underparts were
white. The head was white with a small oval spot just below and behind the eyes. It
had a bar on its nape. The back from the nape bar to the rump was gray. The wings
were gray, lighter on the trailing edge, with a bar extending from the middle of the
base to the wrist, which contrasted with the overall color of the wing. The
primaries were dark, nearly black. The tail was white, notched, and had a ter-
minal band.

Consulting Robbin's field guide I found that it was not a Sabine’s Gull, but a
Black-legged Kittiwake in immature plumage.

I contacted Dick Mooney in Des Moines who later joined me along with his wife
and Margaret Brooke to observe the bird. We watched the bird for about 45
minutes after which time I birded other parts of the lake. At 3:30 p.m. I returned to
the dam to view the bird one last time swimming not more than 100 feel from
shore. Other birders were contacted and could not find the bird the next day. JOE
SCHAUFENBUEL, St. Lucas.

Black-legged Kittiwake at Dubuque — Qp, § Dec, 1981 Russell Hays, Francis
Moore, and I were observing a mixed group of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls at
Lock and Dam 11 at Dubuque, Iowa, when Russell picked out an odd looking gull.
Francis quickly located the bird in his field guide and confirmed that we were
indeed looking at an immature Black-legged Kittiwake. The bird was judged to be
about the same size as a Ring-billed Gull as we watched it feed with the other gulls.
The dark spot behind the eye and the black bar on the nape of the neck were easily
noted on the basically white gull. The black wing tips with no white spots and the
black slashes running diagonally from the bend in the wings to the back were very
distinctive. We also observed the slightly forked tail with a black terminal band.
Tom Kent from lowa City relocated the bird the next day. This sighting represents
the fourth lowa record of the Black-legged Kittiwake to be supported by positive
documentation from more than one observer. There are also two other records.

The Kittiwake was viewed in excellent light at distances of 100’ to 300’ with
7x35 binoculars and a 20x scope. BOB MYERS, 1236 Sylvia Ave., Waterloo, lowa

Final Report of the ““One Day Eagle Counts — For the past three years the
National Wildlife Federation's Raptor Information Center has conducted an an-
nual January National Eagle Count. 1 still coordinate the Mississippi River count.

With the Rapter Information Center having State coordinators who publish
their results, it is no longer necessary for me to publish mine. Each ¥ear my ac-
counts have appeared in the Illinois Audubon Bulletin and lowa Bird Life. Other
articles on eagles might be written for these journals. The reports summary that
follows will show the results of four periods of five years each.

percentage of
year adults  immatures not aged total immatures
1977 622 274 30 926 30
1978 a7 416 53 1446 30
1979 1077 300 30 1407 22
1980 992 422 5 1419 30
1981 1094 382 35 1511 26
Total 4762 1794 153 6709 27.2

In the above figures which includes all of Illinois, the Mississippi River along
Illinois border and along Tennessee and Kentucky, as well as inland in Kentucky.
These are the areas 1 used in my counts. Areas covered each year are fairly
consistent. It is not possible to have the exact coverage each year. My counts were
mostly designed to show immature total population ratios.

°oY-/&




P ———

Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation k|-20
by the Recorcs Commtittee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union _{HJ/VZ/

SPECIES: Blcck - lesyes Iitf/wnlee V«’b‘! ’
DATE SEEN: (,7 Lke K]
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Defm e
OBSERVERS: Brb Myscr Framcie Mewe, T ket
DATE OF REVIEW: [T¢2-
METHOD OF REVIEW: hwsid
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IL

COMMENTS:
L,/J/L( oﬁm‘w‘nﬂ/ 5-0’{""?

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

Explanation of Classification:
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee

IT = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
I11 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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What species? - Je How many? / "

_Black - fegaed  Kitfiwake. Cimmature) |
Location? gk D0 Ab [ of DuLugue,&g‘_C&hM@)_

Type of habitat? ﬁwLu'e.\‘f' akjf:r gvex in SvasT o‘? Jdm
When? date(s): [Depn é:,. 18] t'ime:a&"'r/.yafﬂ, to LS FPA.

Who?your name and address: Kobort K—%er_‘;i J23é Sylvio foe biters Trere s>
others with you: Frgpeis /[ho-e Russell Hays

o

others before or after you: — 7;,,, /K:,;?t ox Dec 71 198

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

ﬁe-ﬁ“ﬂm of'f”"‘;”?ﬂt/.'i e swme size os e a rmg -A,'//Pt/gu//-‘r whed )ﬁ/?re
LoCr € rony £ T};e areq. Ipon/ﬂlbj éa’"‘f may ho ve beca ,/{’/7/{' .s/m/ér ,#g .-u'f; aj;/g,v/
'éw(/‘“””‘*g‘?{ & D@ PO Ol CNTES - 7’?‘"’ 2yewrs gpk afrﬂ/t/m/a. lél-?vr- abord S'fb—r:)n:?‘- H»f/
)7(1:[:991: Sﬁg‘f‘)_ .ﬁ)/afa&fouery Ffé‘/ﬂ'ﬂtrl-ftjdnk ko r en QGFE o‘r \'\GCL. /z:‘_,r Ju;ra%h /;np J"f-
agﬂ"/}’ w’h/c s ,U,',,} Pﬂﬁh' (c!ors(;/_) o faJF “"iﬂ‘m‘ Coter f”""’wH‘QS were Lhi ana/ -\Dormea{
b lock f:&nf/es P S J??no/ ¥ wmg aal H black slesh evas also Jery Of/’br?n'f 5'7'("'77"'5

.d"f Lt*naﬂ p'p u.-'nj aM/ Nim rn/ 6/:'650;:,4 A(/é To o \ao,',,-f /n ﬂp Jun/;' Adck :)u ST

aéaue #? Fu m F- _ﬂ? 7‘&-:/ AoJ& (ios;'m‘k :Ja//vw 'T“"k or ‘u”"‘h‘x “"f‘
. 2 a Z’/Q(k -"_:‘rm;no( &um/ %l@,ﬂj ‘ﬂis ‘U’. ./TZE, V’If

¥ torsal curboedhots thae '
: ..aal/sa rtocé oS ;-m;@/(rji,/ &l 3’0#"!?(‘@.
P eere M.fé:, //rujmq; i Te s wes h:unrana/

tail &Fter'f Gor chm:;w/ Aona/ Id;o’?/’a-f /ro.fu"e
color ¢§ Saet on Bl

g "(’”’ end af’sfrevm .w?‘c:-F oar ‘fi:”fff//l o (m”fo.r ek + dlo.wr ‘”‘/ .Ff;,,/4 'PIP"’

Similar species and how eliminated: @l preblems 7 coudd s L b ik ‘ o
Bonthmadd] Lo ar Pise' 5Tl b i e hue e Svpe bne" ovel guf) e Skiims. e ?’ffjﬁsﬁ e
dorsal pallevp oF 1T 75 267 right ond 7 doesnT hove “nape bar® or cheut sEBT- ik -

None have witt Combupatitn <xcept kiMioake.
Did an}co 3 disaé’;‘ee‘ or have reservations about identification? /VO

d'a-s-d Vi P

‘Pfy;ng and orfd,p,,fl_y P‘*Gﬂ//'; 0T

If yes, explain: )
/o0 esT

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distahce (how measured), and optical equipment:
Lxcellen? — bird wes in sunlght - sen wes behimd ¢ T rpif oF as —
é-/;/af closes?™ (when I sew ,7) was alot 20 (byeye) = T ixed B¢t DBS roof prisms

Previous experience with species and similar ones: /& vxravence . fifude A4t o

?om%q.n— w# Fhe f“"ﬂ”("’s t"F He &’nv/#re..s 5‘0// B © < T

References and persons consulted before writing description: T ofekal! Rfersons book Crascaed
and Fbhss Lotk of LTl fFancrie

How long before field notes made? VS S this form completed? 7//\

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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What species?Black-lesged Kitliwake (Rissa T;:Aa;i_;t..! How many? |

Location? L ck and 15 m PJA. 1 NE. par{. op bubuguc qlonq Mississ,pp: (;ver
4 T = 3 +

Type of habitat? Masﬂg ﬂy;g, below Lock and Oam No. il onthe Mississipp; £,

When? date(s):j}aum\au 6. 1981 time: (oS p.m. t0 /1 /S p.m.

Who?your name and address: Fyancis L. Moorc' 264 M/tsédrnﬁve_._w.q.'éefloo 1A 52701
others with you: Bob Mntfs . Qu.ssa.n I'I'ﬂqj

others before or after you:)}o,.,,_ be.ﬂﬂe . Tom K,_“{ _— e
2 -

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Rossell ”i.js neliced a s mall qutl

‘ﬂahﬂ with the cest of the 3"‘”"’ below He dam and said +hat one had a <:|'¢:w.‘c.sf""é
behind its i 'pijund thaf he had nibiced o 6anaP“rl:c's Goll so | swonag ™
Swf" over 4o "hu"k Hie bird cvt a 11#11 closer, M“\Lf ’Qd.-—-‘ was a small ﬂ”f’
Ffﬂ:nj very deen like (like o 60nqr¢r€?'x would) and at £iyst {L""'.‘)L{ i wedsn thad
5?’-4—(;5 > AS :{ f!.gw c(o.‘iev “b ™ (aca.,{:'ao,-\ and chf - btﬁtr it of dle Wil
with Lol ;‘Unf:jl.‘f 5L}n;nj on it | nodiced a Pq-éc.L o® black j";“j Lo iti ‘Haw.x'é’
ovev Hee M\oe,{-u Ha other side of Ha fhvoat, This avoused my svspician and |
Mo Jook o closse ook at Hee brd and | nediced Hot Ha bivd had davk Leet
a shallowly wokeled 42l widh a Llack bordee that Lollowed 4o V-slape of Hee
feeminal pof{'um ep He -!-n';(. Also ncticed was Hee white -l--m.'.l'.,ﬁ ccije, b A w;"f) (+kis
would be black in He 6ona.")af'£¢'5) and Hhe very davk Wing -H,ps witk o band mum'mj>
A:O-gw\u“j 'pwrn -\'kc.-“f..“’ou-""op"'h w;ﬂj ACTND5S l'lma u':n-rj covC(4‘s + ‘\L.L\e "“Dwﬁr part
of Hee devtials. Thee wase a dack s/nchJt,-ﬁz.'rlj well defined, behind Hee eqe.
The vest of +he '\c.al, neck ,H‘ﬂm{ R be.lfb and unJaf-‘l’n—H Coverts wevre white. .T‘Lc. wppax
qurfoce of Hee il was white C'Kﬂ_q_f‘é Le the Leeminal band. Ule.p_f_winj linengs were
“S"{"?‘:‘%ﬂJ c.»f-u_p*‘ He .lv‘wa. whicl were a davker 47D celer, No yoice wes qu\rJ .

(su L;u,k)

Similar species and how eliminated: Bonapavtes does net have 4 dack s hipe acemss the
nape , s tail is wid dmeked. asd i has & black -‘I-q-ni\'mg eJaa_ = Hee wing, net white as
as +his bivd did . Bompnt"‘:f's woold have éltow.. mere wh 'l'té in Hee Pfim"""s ""5"' Co[o'ra.{'lon
was net Hhe same as « Qid-\'jﬁrd’ Kittiwake o Sabine's Gull,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distanc (how_measured), and optical equipment:

L'l L'l'm was deal | son sh nin J'urh:-‘”:-i on el’lrcl 'prhm ﬂ[Mo5+ d,';fe.«_\PLj a!aov( c}_exptﬂy€. v
l'_'w'\c o Ha arer ﬂnﬂlt); J‘(w.r\s d"&“aneg_ f--rbm o0 -pe..,‘k = 300 LeeXr most of +ha +HM;;
viewad willh 2oxbo Aoshnell 5pdttm¢51!e~r -’»tl.osu-pe and TY3S mem B4+ L Rocd Prism binececlan.

Previous xperignce with species and similar ones: Ne préviecs expecience wibh this species.
ve had considevable expevanie w Smmeture apd winter p[-mmac Ba“.faqnle'; Gell,

References and persons copsulted before wri‘t'ing description: B.ds «f Canada, Gedfeey; Acdoben
So:,m*‘]fncgtl.nf edia of M. A-Bivd s, Tevres, Fiend Guide o Ha Bids ,East, €T, feracsen;, Brrds ef N.A R bbins

How long before field notes made? Ndhe this form completed? S Hoouvs

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



é!néra[ F:c(cf mgvés olrszrveo(.’

5l->



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ?,'h

#9
What species? Black-legged Kittiwake How many? 1 imm.

(- Location? Lock and Dam 11, Dubuque, Dubuque Co. Iowa

Type of habitat? Mississippi R. dam

When? date(s): 7 Dec 1981 time: 7345 to 7:55 AM
Who?your name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, lowa 52240

others with you: MONé

others before or after you: Bob Myers, Francis Moore, Russell Hays (yesterday)

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts_(bi]], eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

"Black-legged Kittiwake immature, slightly smaller than Ring-billed Gulls it was
with. Feeding below dam in main channel. Upper wing with black distally on Teading
edge, gray proximally with black line running diagonally from the elbow to the
trailing edge near the body. White triangle formed by gray area (with black edge)
and black leading edge. Under wing white. Black line from side over neck to opposite
side -- coninuous. Tail slightly forked with narrow black tip. Flight somewhat

faster than Ring-bills. Bill and leg color not observed. Not heard. In flight the
whole time." "White head and body"

¢ )
77 4

/

Similar species and how eliminated:

Imm. Bonaparte's Gull -- neck mark most definite difference. Also trailing edge
of wing not dark distally and no white in gray area or at leading edge. Forked tail

8?8 g%§Eoﬁéf3?§§8$SemSFeh§$E3F%§é¥$ations about identification? no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical eyuipment:
Early morning bright overcast with sun to right and slightly behind. About 200 yds (quess).
8 x 40 binoculars, 20 x scope.

b Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have seen many in Alaska and
many Bonaparte's in lowa.
References and persons consulted before writing description: Peterson drawing looked at
2% hours prior to sighting. ~
How long before field notes made? 5 min ) this form completed? 9 hrg

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



