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Black-legged Kittiwake Record Number: 81-20 
6 Dec 1981 Classification: A-D 

Lock and Dam 11, Dubuque Co., IA 
*Moore, *Myers, *Kent 
also 7 Dec; Myers 1982, IBL 52:25, 27, 42 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Francis L. Moore, 6 Dec 
Robert K. Myers, 6 Dec 
Thomas H. Kent, 7 Dec 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 52:25, 27 
Myers, B. 1982. Black-legged Kittiwake at Dubuque. IBL 52:33. 
Records Committee: 52:42 

VOTE: 411, 3 ifl 

II, Good descriptions and drawings. 
II, good doc. 
II, very solid.



+ 
h
a
t
 c
a
t
e
n
i
n
 

em
at
ia
tt
ee
 4)
 a
s
s
o
 

32 IOWA BIRD LIFE - 52, 1982 

1. Size and shape — The bird was crow size or slightly smaller. The head was 
large and rounded as in other owls but the body seemed more tapered and the tail 
was long. 

2. Color, feather patterns, etc. — The owl! had light gray facial discs that were 
framed in black. The bird hada dark upper breast or throat band with a wider white band just below it. From the white band on down, the breast and belly were light 
gray covered with fine dark horizontal bars. The back and wings were brown-gray 
with white spots. The tail was barred. The eyes were yellow and the hooked beak 
was very pale yellow. 

3. Behavior — In flight the Hawk Owl was swift and direct, like an accipiter, 
with rapid wing beats. It would usually Swoop up and land in the very highest part 
of a tree very much like a shrike. The bird would occasionally jerk its tail up and 
down in Kestrel fashion. The owl was quite tame and would perch at the tip top of a 
tree and it usually sat at a slight angle to the branch it was on not perpendicular to 
it as with most owls. 

The bird represents the first lowa record of the Hawk Owl to be supported by 
photographs and documentation. The only other lowa records are unreliable and 
not supported by data. E. James, 1823, in Account of an Expedition from Pitts- 
burgh to the Rocky Mountains Preformed in the Years 1819, 1820 list the bird 
among others from this area but has no details. Anderson, 1907, included the Hawk 
Owl in his book Birds of Iowa on the basis of two reports from George H. Berry that 
he had taken a Hawk Owl in Iowa and observed another in December 1903 near 
Cedar Rapids, Linn County. No Specimen or any other details can be found. 

This Hawk Ow] was very cooperative always being in the same area so many, 
and I mean many, birders could find it. I am sure the newly-founded Iowa Birdline 
was very helpful in spreading word of the sighting. I received calls from birders 
from as far as Indianapolis, St. Louis, and Kansas City who heard about the bird on 
the Iowa Birdline and were coming to Iowa to see it. 

Literature Cited 
Anderson, R.M. 1907. The Birds of Iowa. Proc. Davenport Academy of Sciences, 

p. 267. 
James, E. 1823. Account of an Expedition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains 

Preformed in the Years 1819, 1820...___. London, Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme 
and Brown. p. 371. 

GENERAL NOTES 

Black-legged Kittiwake at Saylorville Reservoir — While birding the grassy 
north shore of the Saylorville Dam around 11:00 a.m. on 12 December 1981, I 
noticed a very different gull flying nearby over the lake. 

My first impression was that it was a Sabine’s Gull as the wing pattern 
consisted of dark primaries and a light triangular patch on the trailing half of the 
wing. The gull seemed trimmer — slimmer and smaller — than the hundreds of 
Ring-billed Gulls on the lake and larger than the Bonaparte’s which were still on 
the lake. As the gull flew by a moment later, 1 got a good look at it and quickly 
began taking notes. 
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Its bill was slimmer than a Ring-billed’s and all black. The underparts were white. The head was white with a small oval Spot just below and behind the eyes. It had a bar on its nape. The back from the nape bar to the rump was gray. The wings were gray, lighter on the trailing edge, with a bar extending from the middle of the base to the wrist, which contrasted with the overall color of the wing. The primaries were dark, nearly black. The tail was white, notched, and had a ter- 
minal band. 

Consulting Robbin’s field guide I found that it was not a Sabine’s Gull, but a Black-legged Kittiwake in immature plumage. 
I contacted Dick Mooney in Des Moines who later joined me along with his wife and Margaret Brooke to observe the bird. We watched the bird for about 45 minutes after which time | birded other parts of the lake. At 3:30 p.m. I returned to the dam to view the bird one last time Swimming not more than 100 feet from shore. Other birders were contacted and could not find the bird the next day. JOE SCHAUFENBUEL, St. Lucas. 
Black-legged Kittiwake at Dubuque — On 6 Dec, 1981 Russell Hays, Francis 

Moore, and I were observing a mixed group of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls at 
Lock and Dam 11 at Dubuque, Iowa, when Russel] picked out an odd looking gull. Francis quickly located the bird in his field guide and confirmed that we were indeed looking at an immature Black-legged Kittiwake. The bird was judged to be about the same size as a Ring-billed Gull as we watched it feed with the other gulls. The dark spot behind the eye and the black bar on the nape of the neck were easily noted on the basically white gull. The black wing tips with no white spots and the black slashes running diagonally from the bend in the wings to the back were very distinctive. We also observed the slightly forked tail with a black termina] band. Tom Kent from Iowa City relocated the bird the next day. This sighting represents the fourth Iowa record of the Black-legged Kittiwake to be supported by positive documentation from more than one observer. There are also two other records. The Kittiwake was viewed in excellent light at distances of 100’ to 300’ with 7x35 binoculars and a 20x scope. BOB MYERS, 1236 Sylvia Ave., Waterloo, Iowa Final Report of the ‘‘One Day Eagle Counts’’ — For the past three years the National Wildlife Federation’s Raptor Information Center has conducted an an- nual January National Eagle Count. I still coordinate the Mississippi River count. With the Rapter Information Center having State coordinators who ‘publish their results, it is no longer necessary for me to publish mine. Each year my ac- counts have appeared in the Illinois Audubon Bulletin and lowa Bird Life. Other articles on eagles might be written for these journals. The reports summary that follows will show the results of four periods of five years each. 

percentage of year adults immatures notaged total immatures 

1977 622 274 30 926 30 1978 977 416 53 1446 30 1979 1077 300 30 1407 22 1980 992 422 5 1419 30 1981 1094 382 35 1511 26 Total 4762 1794 153 6709 41.2 In the above figures which includes all of Illinois, the Mississippi River along Illinois border and along Tennessee and Kentucky, as well as inland in Kentucky. These are the areas I used in my counts. Areas covered each year are fairly consistent. It is not possible to have the exact coverage each year. My counts were mostly designed to show immature total population ratios. 
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation Kj -2° 

by the Recorcs Conmtittee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union lee 

SPECIES: Blc<ck -lesyed [Gtfiuclee oo f 

DATE SEEN: &,7? ee /7¥! 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: OrS~ -~« 

OBSERVERS: Bb Moses France Mert, 7 eT 

DATE OF REVIEW: (1¢2 

METHOD OF REVIEW: bail 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IL 

COMMENTS: | | 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: | 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee | 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category aqreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa &/- “0 

What species? Black - keggecl Kiffimake. Cimmature HOW many? / ” 

Location? hy, ! t{[yy 7 | /1/), a ‘e DUG A © LUE Dib, , “ - ru 

Type of habitat? Tuvbale,.t wale por ha Pees ot der 

When? date(s): {Dep by 1G3 | time: ws to /'/s- PM. 

Who?your name and address: Kot K. [Myers JSA3b SyJeio fixe. baterloo, Tiare so7rgd 

others with you: Frans [Yoore, husself Ha S 3 y 

others before or after you: —  /o,, ya Oh Dec. 7,198 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The gull “45 opproxsimokl FFE same size os fia Orig -biMeef gull ot wheel There 

“ere pony In The area. m & of any Thing bid MVAY he ve been slghI7 so0e Vp Ween A129 «hil tah 

had soneahe? wtrarrower werigg, The 2yeuss dk and) hed a harger dork spot ust belid 

/7 Coheek spot). Bid hod avery prommneat donk baron soe Seek. at pot ots fe Lf 

a torhy ordle Ler, bing pol rn Cheir-sel) pes poik unigat ter primeries were bh kh oat Por meof 

block Triongles ashton, beret oT LONG ou 4 it slash was also yery apparent sheeting 

at bend me wing pee —_ ng dhagonely dowk To o \o. at jn The hindi back By oT. 

. ales The rum Pr: ao =n a The , te:/ hoof a deSintte shehon sank or ‘nated wil “J 

Pay Tet mnincel banel Sohewinrg Ths °V" The vest 
re) Ysal en (0 AROS wINGS + ha, vey / 

Cppeered ghile. Heed was white oc wes hum y anol 
Teil except Gr Tev mine! honed ak el sel ro Tice 3 

ying anol Orparently Ssad: wot 
| 

Uf? over ae m ond apstreem so Our oe a front of Hock + ha ws ond Fina ly ~~ 

Similar species and how eliminated: nj problems TL cou
ld s alls wail ee 

Back-heoded, LtMe, or fross' gulls. Abne of Hesxe has Be “Tape hen* eae
 : pralire Bonapor ts, SHbjne’, 

: ; — <4 ok We Sebines has Srhedt tal bat 

dorsal palfer , oy iT 7s a0T right ond t7 doesnt hove “nape tan" or cheet s ot 

Nine have reht Co. Aneta except Ki wake. | | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? VO 

dorse | Vi Ce 

If yes, explain: 
/00 esT. | . 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distafice (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Fuee/eant — bird was in sunhghl —- $4779 wes heheiad ¢ 7o right of as — 

bitat close s7— Cohen Lo Sew i1t) LOaS abet H00" (by eye) a. 2 aod Et4 DBS pook prikns 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Wo experience woth bitte 
ht T o 

Sithee acl The phonies of He
 BoneastTe's gel 

r . 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 7- oheckal Rters
ons eck Gascne) 

and Klbns idle sf Ql flamerie - 

How long before field notes made? [Leer this form completed? "TF he. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa | §/-20 
a 

What species? Black-leaged Kitliwake (Bissa Tridact yla) How many? | 

Location? Lock and Sam No. LB. NE. pact of ) vbvgve along Mississippi Kiver 

Type of habitat? Mostly flying below Leck aad Pia in Hl en the Mississipp; c 

When? date(s): one G I98i time: (oS p.m. to LIS p.m. 

Who?your name and address: Francis i Moore, 264 wlestecn pg Oe Se 1A $®7o1 

others with you: Bob M uercs - Cus 11 * ae 
| 7 oe 

others before or after you: ae Lele , Tom ce ey ; 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Russell Heys neliced a small guil 

Flying with the vest of the gells below He dam 
and said that one had a davk-s pe€ 

behind iés eye. I Figuced Hut he had asticad «. Bonapar te’s eo pee 

Scope orev do cheek the bied out a liHle closer, What [saw was a small gull 

Flying Very tern -Iike “ike o Bonaparte’
 rsould ) tnd at Lut thou g

ht it es eel 

Species. A; € flew clesee * m ¥) a 
ce and | gc€ - better eae of dt « wed 

with fail sunlight Shining on it { noticed a patel of black. geing from
 its dhrroat, 

ove v thre nape , f the other side of the th
roat, This aroused m4 sus 

pician Pune 

Bp Look a close. loole at dy. bivd and 
neticed thot Heo bid had

 dark Feet, 

a Shallewls nctelea tril with « black border that Followed the V-shape of the 

ferminal portion of the fail. Also noticed wes He white teiling
 edge t the wing (this 3 

would be bbinke in the bona parte's) and the vVevy dark wing tips 
with a band poe ak 

Biace nally yan the 
“elbow " of +0 wing R

OW SS the ease covects te the fewer par oe 

of dhe devtials 
° There. was A dac

k smudge, fairly 
seed ree cee behind the eye. 

the vesd of the head, neck tHheoat , belly and under -tail Coverts were 
white. The upper 

Surface of the tril wa
 $s cohite except .. d

eg Ler minal band, U
nder -wing linengs were - 

light Jedloved execpt fhe figs whicl were a davker 
es, celery, No yoice wes hamied 

: 

Er book) 

Similar species and how eliminated: Bon
aparte's dees nst have « davk stipe aca the. 

nape, jks dail is ned foc ked aad i+ wos * black  +fail
ing edae de the wing, net white es 

as this bivd did e Bana 
parte's would have sho

wn more wih ite ia the perenne ee alse, raat Seer SO 

was not the same aS @ Red-\egse
d Kittiwake or ~ahe Sne's fo h. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ne 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how.measured), and optical equipment: 

Lightin was ideal, sun shinin Fee 4y on bird | ge fy REE rere 8 above Cektegt for 

Lime oF the weer angle) } Vigwing distance from 100 fat 300 feet most of thea time; 

viewed wid 20 x*6GO Bushnell S pac
emaster telescope and 1¥35 mm 64+L Roct 

Prism binceclass. 

Previous xperience with species and similar ones: No previous experience with this species. [ 

ve ha tens. evable 2% per ence wii 'nNmMe re and Win Vv plem ae a parvte's Gol - 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Bwds o
f Canada, Gedfrey; Audibles 

Society Encgclop edia of N.A-Bivds, Terres, Fierd Guide fe He bieds Gast, £.7. Perecsten; Birds of N.A., Ro bbins 

How long before field notes made? Nene this form completed? S tooys 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa S/° 20 : 
ral 

What species? Black-legged Kittiwake How many? 1 imm. 

C Location? Lock and Dam 11, Dubuque, Dubuque Co. Iowa 

Type of habitat? Mississippi R. dam 

When? date(s): 7 Dec 1981 time: 7345 to 7:55 AM 

Who?your name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

others with you: Mone 

others before or after you: Bob Myers, Francis Moore, Russell Hays (yesterday) 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

"Black-legged Kittiwake immature, slightly smaller than Ring-billed Gulls it was 
with. Feeding below dam in main channel. Upper wing with black distally on leading 
edge, gray proximally with black line running diagonally from the elbow to the 
trailing edge near the body. White triangle formed by gray area (with black edge) 
and black leading edge. Under wing white. Black line from side over neck to opposite 
Side -- coninuous. Tail slightly forked with narrow black tip. Flight somewhat 
faster than os Bill and leg color not observed. Not heard. In flight the 
whole time." "White head and body" — es | , ee 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Imm. Bonaparte's Gull -- neck mark most definite difference. Also trailing edge 
of wing not dark distally and no white in gray area or at leading edge. Forked tail 

size difference more, Subjective... ; io 
9g any one disagree Or have reservations about identification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Early morning bright overcast with sun to right and slightly behind. About 200 yds (guess). 
8 x 40 binoculars, 20 x scope. 

La Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have seen many in Alaska and 
many Bonaparte's in Iowa. ; 
References and persons consulted before writing description: Peterson drawing looked at 
24s hours prior to sighting. | 

How long before field notes made? 5 min this form completed? 9 hrs 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 —


