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DOCUMENTATION

Bob Livermore, RR1, Sioux City [19 Aug 1994]
REFERENCES

Field Reports: 64:44, 45, 50

Records Committee: IBL 65:82
VOTE: 4 A-D, 3 NA

A-D, Although Carolina Wren is not eliminated by this description, locale suggests Marsh Wren
more likely. Call note very different from churr of Carolina Wren.

NA, The observer had the same problem getting a good look a this/these secretive species as do |.
The best field mark was the call, which supports his identification. Beyond that, there is little to
separate between Marsh and Sedge Wren, of which we have two winter record for each.

NA, | believe the bird was a Marsh Wren, but because the white back streaks could not be seen in
a 20 min effort, | don’t feel comfortable that it couldn’t have been one of the other wrens.

A-D, Combination of all details makes Marsh Wren a logical ID.

A-D, Not unexpected at open water in Dec.

NA, Coloration good for Marsh Wren but also could be good for Sedge Wren as well when seen as
this bird was seen. Call note eliminates Carolina Wren but does not completely eliminate Sedge Wren,
the only other wrens with white eyelines that might be confused with this species.

REVOTE: 5 A-D, 2 NA

A-D, Changed vote based on habitat and location.

A-D, Call note supports ID.

A-D, The habitat and call note rule out Carolina Wren. The bold eye line, medium tail length, and
rusty color strongly favor Marsh Wren over Sedge Wren. | have had some difficulty seeing back
stripes on either Marsh or Sedge wrens.

NA, Without seeing white stripes on the back this record cannot be proven to be Marsh Wren and
not Sedge Wren. Call note does not completely eliminate Sedge Wren as recognized by second NA voter.
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