
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/03/93 

Sage Thrasher Record Number: 
23 Sep 1985 Classification: 
Waterloo, Black Hawk Co., IA 
KMOOLTEKKKKKKKE 

to 10/13, P-187 Petersen; IBL 55:128; 56:44, Moore 1986 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Francis L. Moore, 23 Sep 
Thomas H. Kent, 24 Sep 
Thomas J. Staudt, 24 Sep 
Jim Fuller, 24 Sep 
Steve Dinsmore, 24 Sep 
Carl J. Bendorf, 25 Sep 
Mark Proescholdt, 28 Sep 
Beth Proescholdt, 28 Sep 
Robert K. Myers, 28 Sep 

PHOTOGRAPH 

P. C. Petersen, P-0187 (IBL 56(1) cover) 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 55:128 
Moore, F. L. 1986. Sage Thrasher in Waterloo. IBL 56:28-29. 
Photograph: IBL 56(1) cover (P-0187) 
Records Committee: IBL 56:44 

VOTE: 3-I-P, 4-i1 

II, good description 
I-P, One in Minn. in May possibly indicates some sort of 

movement of this species this year. This was a good find as it 
would have been very easy to overlook. 

I-P, Photo enclosed for file. 
I, Good descriptions. | 
II, Well documented sighting (I-P with photos, I assume). 

85-21 
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Vescription continued On DaCK---> 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa § 5-2 

What species? Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) How many? 1 Adult 

Location? East end of Ceder River Park, at The Boating Center, Waterloo, TA 

Type of habitat? Spends most of its time in a Hawthorne tree and near the building at The 
Boating Center 

When? date(s): September 23, 1985 time: 5:25 pm to 6:05 pm 

First sighting time 
Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 Fairfield St., Waterloo, IA 50/03 

others with you: Russell Hays, Tom Stone, Tom Stone, Jr. 

others before or after you: Tom Kent, Tom Staudt, Cal & Bernie Knight next morning 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

I received a call from Russell Hays and immediately went to check the bird out. Tom 

Stone, Jr. had been walking a flood control dike along the Cedar River near downtown 

Waterloo when he had flushed a strange locking bird; he finally got a good look at it 

and decided that it most likely was a Sage Thrasher. He then got ahold of his dad and 

Russell Hays who called me to verify the sighting. It did not take very long to 

locate the bird and we got very good looks at it through my telescope. The bird was 

very shy and would not allow a very close approach at first. From a distance of 

approx. 40 feet I noticed the following: 

The bird had color suggesting the color of a Water Pipit with the back being a 

medium dark gray color and the breast being streaked with black and the flanks 

having a buffy flush to them. Upon closer examination with the 20X scope I 

noticed: The bird was a medium to medium dark gray on the upper parts, including 

the wings, tail, back and top of the head. The wings and tail were maybe a little 

more brownish-gray than the back and top of the head. The face was a lighter — 

color and showed an almost complete eyering, broken only at the rear of the eye. 

There was also a darker auricular area below and behind the eye. The bill and 

feet were black. The upper tail coverts were the same color as the back. The 

throat was white with a fairly distinct malar streak on each side of the throat. 

The breast was whitish with a lot of heavy blackish streaking on it. The streaking 

being heaviest on the upper breast and fading to smaller streaks down to the 

belly where there were not very many streaks near the vent area. The whitish color 

of the breast also took on a buffy color as it approached the belly and on the 

flanks. The undertail coverts were buffy with some dark streaking in them. The 
feather edging of the greater and median wing coverts were a pale gray to whitish 

Similar species and how eliminated: No other species is of this size and coloration to 
confuse with this species. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: N/A 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Bright overcast. Seen from approx. 40 feet at closest Sighting using 10X40 Leitz 

binoculars and 20X60 Bushnell stock mounted telescope. Several days later seen from 

approx. 25 feet using Celestron C90 Telescope with 33X eyepiece. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have lots of experience with Northern 

Mockingbird im., Brown Thrasher and have seen one Curve-billed Thrasher 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? On the spot this form completed? 24 hours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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color, not really becoming a wing bar but a very distinct and highly noticable 

feather edging. The tail had about the last three or four of the retrices 

tipped in white which was noticable only when the bird was in flight, as far as 

I could see. The bird was very flighty when approached and would fly from 

quite a distance if approached without the advantage of some type of cover. 

When it flew the’shite edging of the tail was suggestive of Lark Sparrow. The 

bird had a characteristic thrasher-like flight and flew like the Brown Thrashers 

of which I am familiar. Its feeding habits were thrasher-like; darting out 

from the cover from time-to-time to pick at something on the ground or in the 

grass. The bird was smaller than a Robin that was close by at one time, but 

not by more than an inch or inch and a half at most. The pupil of the eye was 

black with a light yellow iris which did not show up very good in subdued 

light. In bright light you could see the yellow iris very well. The bird had 

a habit of staying near the Boating Center building, and seemed to make a 

Hawthorne tree its base of operation. It was also seen in an Ash tree on the 

East end of the building and a Juniper, also located on the East end of the 

building. It frequented the parking lot at times and the lawn around the 

building at times. 

The bird had some type of injury that made the use of its right leg almost 

useless. It would not put all of its weight on the right leg and would hold 

it up in the air when it was hopping around or perched in one of the trees 

around the building. It did seem to be finding enough food to keep it in 

good shape. This last paragraph was added on October 2, 1985 after watching 

it for some time. It seemed to be in good health and doing very well at this 

time. 

The last day that the bird was seen was on October 13, T3983.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Sage Thrasher, 24 Sept. 1985, Waterloo, IA 

fhomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, ILA 52240 

Other observers: Francis Moore, Tom Staudt, Tom Stone Jr., Bernie 

and Cal Knight at time, many others later. 

Time: 7:15 to 7:50 AM 

Habitat: Along Cedar River at Hoating Center, Fark, and baseball 

fieid. 

Description: “About size ot catobird. Overali gray thrasher with 

short thin gray biil slightly drooped at tip. Bill about same 

length as loral distance. Center of eye dark (1 didn‘t make note 

of iris color). Top of head and back medium gray. Slight, faint 

eye ring. Chin clear light gray-white. Underparts gray-white with 

heavy streaks on breast and fianks. Lower belly and undertail 

coverts unstreaked. OGne thin wing bar. Some other indistinct 

markings on wing with light edging to feathers. Tail long and 

darker gray than rest of bird. Outer tips of tail white trom 

beneath. In flight, tail rounded with prominent white outer tips. 

Slight buff color to flanks. Breast streaks gray brown-—browner 

than rest of bird." 

Song: Not heard. 

Behavior: Found roosting near building and then viewed in tree 

for some time. Later bird seen on tence and in parking lot. Not 

particularly secretive. Would flush when approached too closely. 

Conditions: as close as 20 feet, heavy overcast in early AM, 10x 

binoculars. 

Similar species: size, smali bill, and gray color eliminate other 

thrashers; size and lack of large white wing patches eliminate 

mockingbird. , 

Agreement: yes 

Frevious experience: life bird 

Reterences/time used: used National Geographic Guide betore, 

during and atter sighting. 

Time of notes/typed: Notes taken during observation period as 

quoted. Typed 10/3/85. 

Photos: most were moved, but a few are identifiable.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa to 

What species? S Age Thrasher | How many?___/ 

Location? Wwe thy Joo 

Type of habitat? developed Piers oh pare a ee 
2 GEFs : 

When? date(s): Tatsds 4 Sep ember time: V_3ae 6% €:e0 

Who?your name and address: The mAs ESTA t 

others with you: Tym Kent Cal & danis KnGgat 

others before or after you: Jan sp.  Frynecs ht 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

Zn prof The bied hud the appeavencé and fosturgé of a Thuvsh wsTh 4 
/tng tact. ThE b7td tad @ Short fat ee $Ta: ‘Gh dark 4b; ‘ale dark breuss - oa 
heac with bafhy cheeks surround: ‘nga davkér quricuky qréa. Tad Cyt -~colr 
was dave. The uffer parts were an Even gfay-brown Over rhe pach ove 

a duavhér gray Cump and tas/. two Tarr INCONSOcuteu § (Chelhe White eo 

bats wéré Obsérvid. The TPS of ThE Pail FEeathérs were white Th,’s 
mas more cascly shen in Pyar. 

underparts were 
thinér white heavily speTted in dbreqst avéa, wrth SP ac Ed SHVE*AS on Planks an, $eMy | 
Streaks. Thég 4°-des oe be 
bay | and TRE Flanks wtv'e a 

ThE bied Appbare t 10 bavé an inysavéd GAT lty . 

(OnNGEr 

Under As eee i - 

ThE EIS At nns similiar qo 4 Blown TAvasher with TR ¥m'/ 

Saninyng mp ome down 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
wing bars Eliminate all Tharsh. Al young ant ‘Mpa nd wont bate barge wiry patihas 
$m4j) bil! Elrminajey othir Thrashers 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ,w 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

€ lon o OvercagX 1) ght ran — 10 — Goyrds : - 

“7 a pieroek § The sire From GX b-ncen hrs 
location 10 lelati tn 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 7074 uA Saye Thras fer 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? gher Jsenvarb, this form completed? 74rs 

aan ve rre - ae as * = 6 = «66 - a om £8 8 8 maoaé€ vo 8 ' 4 ma ? m @ a va ran Ar!



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ed 
, & ae 

What species? SAGE JHRASHER How many? / 
L’ 

Location? Lo47ui (EwZER AUD Sok STs b LIELL- HLATERLOO 

Type of habitat? <Véée@seypuy Any 2ALLEBALC  PKLIWYE, QELS 

Vhen? date(s): TUL Za 24/ time: Jo to 3-4 

Who2your name and address: <%yp “~witée, 6 kwewtw Lu2is “os C07 ¢ 
Z Pi 

others with you: SOV AS NO2E ER MELLDE SLEL Dow s)- LSOTAZLLY NEIL 
es 

LE SL 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Dbpttihl SIZE AA ASTLE SAAEL bt Aw
l MOT OUSTE AS ALLE AS 

K Cp44)- T0eP OF MEAD fo LACK -CrwITR EN
ED CLAY: five. 

| tT pepptEAResi  btighlt ECE foie AO ASOT 7H 

eee Sf Te jae lel TH A GhOLbA CNEEK ATEN 0ST C-& LLEAS 7 

WAS NEANILY STREMED BLACK BLOWH Cops OES CUNLTISK 

oh Tan Colsr. (OED we RECHT COValI 7200S) STHEMMIG 
POT prpP hth on Wher of ttepEe [ML TRL LtAS: StaAe7 

Sot A zueaty be pup lute Bea Fill) lippzé BPEAS 

whet Exptay Ar s7h Corvéesl, Ghd tots PAA, Shae 
a FC A TMPOASS ELC BL SLizLEzIEF CHAU ELD CLE IAN ALLL 7 

By”) L268 WERE LARK Ayr jt wWlCEL S7RO0 OF) 

Ke iin KREb6, PATH NEED 77 Lee eS he | Ahh 

sor Ain? teat f alee, AOD FAO Oe JAE : 

we A bee. rr ttt Nilo FEY Bud UP ~wb~ OO 

SAGAN LG « ——— ~pilr 70ST wo 4 TMIE DPECLIIILC CY BO CFE LA 
mnsilheo ff 

wk Keuté fwd punta wer pnideld ANG ONE To. FREE 

CZosée FTilgw 0-8 YARDS. 0 Sogwa CAS KEBAL
A 

od /ofofEs A RUSTY BELAY w (TILED UNDO TAZ 

Similar species and how eliminated: DILL BLD - LAC b¢ SIZE A L140 SAECED 

Bloor! Terie -bitia. Crt, 200 EGE, Arid ChbATLe ~ COAT 

TAVL Att) G/LL KEUGTH 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

AS 2 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equip
ment: 

Sywy ~- viéwta freon UAIOMS DELTAS 1 RECA a 
We Tye nr jo-3e FARIS LOH GRRE GrwocUcses 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 4, 

Of ALY TRS PASAT Sain E, fi? LORY AyD CZ 0 RLADO 

~ References and persons consulted before writing description: 4742 jeu LUFT RY 

APID MATL 6b 06LNI YE RPSEERS: 
How long before field notes made? /777éa-"7E _this form completed? F SAOAK 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa 

What species? fashec How many? _/ 

Location? Cedar River fark, Wwaterko, Bach Haut County 

Type of habitat? gravel fatkiag bot with a feu saatlered trees along foe 

When? date(s): 24 Sep. Ves” time: 6-0 (1 to filo fM 

who?your name and address:_Sfeye [¥asmore 4or4 firhaysas Or fows Th spolo 

others with you: Francs Moore, Wweterleo 

others before or after you: in ae 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, und
er 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Bird slight ly snaller than Awerian Robiz. 

The badk head wuys ancl tal were a sooty grey cohr, except for a Lhd 

stripe through the cyé, Qa a base usin) patch , and ub, te comers On 

the fal : | | : 

The legs were seen poor ly but weve thowht fo be davk, 

The bill vas dark eather shor], and slash tly curved 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
- : 2 

; At) other thraskers ae * by SiGe ubite Gaby hevs ,ara white cornered tai l, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about 
identification? No 

If yes, explain: —~ 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured
), and optical equipment: 

Light aas ots with sue hehind me on a clar ra Estimated Viewits 

hotgnce vas 40 ~s0 44.5 used Mh @x« 23 binoeulays, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: } 
The is The Cex Sage Thresher F have ever seep). 

References and persons consulted before wr} ting descr
iption: 

[vee Feld Gus ic fy Bias & forth America 

How long before field notes made? — this form completed? 3 fours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

45-7]
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF 
825 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY IA S2240 

SPECIES: SAGE THRASHER : NUMBER: 1 
LOCATION: Waterloo (Cedar River Fark) COUNTY: Blackhawk 
DATE: 22 September 1985 TIME: 10:30 AM TO 10:40 AM 

HABITAT: Seen in Crabapple tree next to Boating Center Building. 

DESCRIPTION: Approximately the size and shape of a Gray Catbird, 

perhaps a bit plumper. The top of the head, neck and back were a 

uniform brownish-gray. The tail was a little darker with some white on 
the tip. The end of the tail was quite ragged, but was generally 

squarish or even slightly notched.. The folded wings were also darker 

than the basic back color and the wing feathers had narrow pale 

edgings. The iris of the eye was yellow-orange with a dark pupil and 

there was a very marrow circle of light skin around the eye. The bill 

was dark and straight and was about the same length as the loral 

distance. The base color of the underparts was a light buff. There 

were distinct and large brown streaks on the breast-the size of the 

streaks got larger further down the breast. The throat was relatively 

free from streaking. The cheek area was lighter than the rest of the 

head. The lower belly and undertail coverts were mainly unstreaked but 

there was brighter buff color here. The legs were dark and the right 

leg appeared to be injured. 

It was a cool rainy day and the bird first flushed from a small pine 
tree and flew into the crabapple tree and sat very quietly allowing 

close approach. The bird was fluffed up against the cold and looked a 

bit bedraggled and not entirely nee eee I observed the bird for 

perhaps ten minutes and then left. — ° 

DISCUSSION: The clearly streaked breast identifies this bird asa 

thrasher (except for juvenile N. Mockingbird which would have shown 

the white wing patches in flight) and the short and straight bill 

narrows it down to two species. The Bendire’s Thrasher is normally 

lightly streaked on the upper breast and is mainly off white below. 

This bird was heavily streaked down to the lower belly and had a 

distinctly buff color to the underparts. The white on the tail tip 

should also help to eliminate Bendire’s Thrasher. 

Most of the field guides mention white wing bars for Sage Thrasher, 

but these were either absent or not very apparent. Despite being 

mentioned in the text in the NGS guide, for example, the illustration 

in that same guide shows only a fairly narrow light edge to the 

greater and median wing coverts, and not really much of a wing bar. 

The lack of streakirmgon the back of this bird would seem to indicate 

an adult and not a juvenile bird. 

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Seen by many before and after. 

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Overcast and light rain. 

DISTANCE: i9 yards (Estimated) EQUIFMENT: 7X binos 

PREVIOUS EXFERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: First for this 

species. Saw Bendire’s Thrasher in 1981 

REFERENCES,FERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: None 

FIELD NOTES MADE? Immediately after sighting. 

THIS FORM DONE? 2 days



&S -2' 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? < 04-2 thrasherc How many? | i 

Location? Ce day River Pork — Late rclow 

Type of habitat? Trees hecide small building packtng lots aleng Cedoe Rive 

When? date(s): Sept as. IYES time: Bay obatay eee son, 3 

Who?your name and address: Meee IC Reoescholdt ‘actor a Tew 

others with you: Franeis Moeve__ Bol Meyers, Beth Roeschgldt 

others before or after you: Cal aud Bernie Kavaht oe ae : Hauk Zalete| efter 
. _ Eligene aud ElciSe AxmsStreng (hefere)’ = 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

his bivd had a grayish back’ OW heavily streaked breast, @ud 

OL whitish wing steal but not Wing Lars, + had Q light, whitish 

line rough the eye, a white eye ving, and a dark brownish pate 

under the eyes, t+ shed a distnetve white threat aud displayed 

while elees iw ids dail when i+ flow like a faxk sparrows 4a | Feathers. 

ct wos semewhit huffy ow its sides avd joked tHeushtike at times, 

We Lxst saw this bied 20-25 feet awoy on the asphalt paxking lot where it 

hopped one —leaged . lake we Saw it about lo feet Quy dig Prem oun Uan 

“liad and them later in Frewt ef uS om om park homch. Zt was Smallor 

then some Stasclings it was heside at one time, Our last ook’ of this 

bird wos of tHe bivd perched iw a Small JRMipor fer a@ lovg time and Some 

ays of Sunlight vere hithyy it er a while, 

Similar species and how eliminated: 7~hwrushes awe vat so heavily otreaked aud 

de net have whitish wing bays or wing steaks, , A Brown Thrasher is ers larger 

and browne, 7 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /AJo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Pasty Sumy ot dawn with good Uitsi bi lity, Nistucegs estimated, 

7X35 Binoculars . 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Mua Bicst Sage Thras hor. Veny Pawiliae with Broun thrashers and Hryeus hes , 

Pet lrances and persons consulted before writing description: 
Net, Geageaphics Birds of N-Amorica, Rebbins Bixds of A. Amewica . 

How long before field notes made? Made while viewing this form completed? cot, Fs



5-2, 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Jaqe Thra sher : How many? / + 

Location? Waterloo, Lowa - Ce dar River Park 

Type of habitat? Ked cedars Hawthorn by boathouse. edaing parking ht 

When? date(s): veptem ber 23, (FFs time: 7:00 AM to 1: 0 an ee : 

Who?your name and address: Be th Poe scholdt ; Lise OO”) b Lowng, 

others with you: Mark Vromsch oldt, Bob Myers aie Moore 

others before or after you: aay 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

an first Sigh ting otf the bird Was as ¢¢ Came hepping 

along the edge of the parking lot- toward “he van where 
We were Wwarting, Coming thin approx pmartely (2 fee# 
of us this small thrashér Showed Gray- brown upper parts - 
head, back, wings + ta’ ~ v heavy streaks of the same 
Colbr on 4a white breasty bel/ , with seme bu tty color on 
(+s Planks. (Breast Se7V ore heavily streak eg than bey) 

When sty// it Stood Or) only its lel A leg, Flyrng Lack fo the 

red cedar df Flyin Whe a thrasher White tail Spots Showed 
On he corners of its tail, vemrni scent of @ Lark Sfarrows 
Af 7!r0 if appeared again Y bts within view i. LO titrate 
unt; |! we leFF, flys ng to park benches , 40 parking lot 4 wi thy, 
Fev Jo" 4g then to the ceday 2e/away where 0 soph ml atrial 

J PR lon view, There we observed the white throat dark ma la r 
g ripes Sl; Ad eye vig ~ @ slight wing bar. 

Similar — and how eliminated: Btewe Thrashe r - Lut She. Brown 

Thresher /s foo big, too reddish, fee (ong curved bil/ v fee butt y 
, ) 

OY) under parts ~ | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Z have ore Lge Sege Thrashe yp 
} CS 14' 

References and de consulted before writing description: Nats E29 field guid
e, 

3 bbins’ “i Ge, | 7 sf 
How long before field notes made?Made afence_this Form completed? Wef, Btn



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF x5 -2, 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) .. thee 1 

3. Location. waterloo, Iowa 

4. Date: Sept. 28, 1985 5. Time Bird Seen:6:45 A.M. tce:00 AM off and. 
on 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Size = approx. of starling. Overall shape was a lot like a mini-Brown 
Thrasher with a smaller bill that wasn't quite so decurved. Heagd, back, 
tail (dorsal), wings were dark brownish gray. Breast was whitish with 
heavy brown streaking. Flamks were streaked and buffy.. Thin white wing bar 
was noted. Eye = light yellow (hard to see). Dark malar stripes present 
with clear whitish throat. Extreme corners of tail were white- seen well in 

flight and resembling Lark Sparrow but not quite so much white. A light 
whitish eyering was also seen. Bird showed brownish cheek patch. 
Bill was dark. Right foot or leg seemed injured on this bird. 
In proportion the tail length was not as long as Brown Thrasher. 

7. Description of voice, if heard: ne 

8. Description of behavior: Feeding on ground , flying about and perching 
in Cedar tree. 

%. Habitat - general: parking lot along Cedar River. 

specific: 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
Somewhat suggests a water pipit but tail too long. 

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: 

less than 17 ft. (that is min. focus of binocs) 10x40 binocs , 20x scope 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): : 

We had everything from cloudy skies to sunlight. Excellent viewing 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

No experience with this sp. 

15. Other observers 5 ancis Moore, Beth and Mark Proescholdt 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? ,... 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Many 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

National Geographic Guide - no influence 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? 

Souter: fea 2" SP ewe Address: £4. 3, Bex ri Ss, Se : 

are. 


