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Sage Thrasher Record Number: 85-21
23 Sep 1985 Classification: A-P
Waterloo, Black Hawk Co., IA

*Moorexkkkkkkk

to 10/13, P-187 Petersen; IBL 55:128; 56:44, Moore 1986

DOCUMENTATIONS
Francis L. Moore, 23 Sep
Thomas H. Kent, 24 Sep
Thomas J. Staudt, 24 Sep
Jim Fuller, 24 Sep
Steve Dinsmore, 24 Sep
Carl J. Bendorf, 25 Sep
Mark Proescholdt, 28 Sep
Beth Proescholdt, 28 Sep
Robert K. Myers, 28 Sep
PHOTOGRAPH
P. C. Petersen, P-0187 (IBL 56(1) cover)
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 55:128
Moore, F. L. 1986. Sage Thrasher in Waterloo. IBL 56:28-29.
Photograph: IBL 56(1) cover (P-0187)
Records Committee: IBL 56:44
VOTE: 3-I-P, 4-II
II, good description
I-P, One in Minn. in May possibly indicates some sort of
movement of this species this year. This was a good find as it
would have been very easy to overlook.
I-P, Photo enclosed for file.
I, Good descriptions.
II, Well documented sighting (I-P with photos, I assume).
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vescription continued on DAaCK===>

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa § 52

What species? Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) How many? 1 Adult

Location? East end of Cedar River Park, at The Boating Center, Waterloo, IA

Type of habitat? Spends most of its time in a Hawthorne tree and near the building at The
Boating Center

When? date(s): September 23, 1985 time: 5:25 pm to 6:05 pm
First sighting time
Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 Fairfield St., Waterloo, IA 50703

others with you: Russell Hays, Tom Stone, Tom Stone, Jr.

others before or after you: Tom Kent, Tom Staudt, Cal & Bernie Knight next morning

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

I received a call from Russell Hays and immediately went to check the bird out. Tom
Stone, Jr. had been walking a flood control dike along the Cedar River near downtown
Waterloo when he had flushed a strange locking bird; he finally got a good look at it
and decided that it most likely was a Sage Thrasher. He then got ahold of his dad and
Russell Hays who called me to verify the sighting. It did not take very long to
locate the bird and we got very good looks at it through my telescope. The bird was
very shy and would not allow a very close approach at first. From a distance of
approx. 40 feet I noticed the following:
The bird had color suggesting the color of a Water Pipit with the back being a
medium dark gray color and the breast being streaked with black and the flanks
having a buffy flush to them. Upon closer examination with the 20X scope I
noticed: The bird was a medium to medium dark gray on the upper parts, including
the wings, tail, back and top of the head. The wings and tail were maybe a little
more brownish-gray than the back and top of the head. The face was a lighter
color and showed an almost complete eyering, broken only at the rear of the eye.
There was also a darker auricular area below and behind the eye. The bill and
feet were black. The upper tail coverts were the same color as the back. The
throat was white with a fairly distinct malar streak on each side of the throat.
The breast was whitish with a lot of heavy blackish streaking on it. The streaking
being heaviest on the upper breast and fading to smaller streaks down to the
belly where there were not very many streaks near the vent area. The whitish color
of the breast also took on a buffy color as it approached the belly and on the
flanks. The undertail coverts were buffy with some dark streaking in them. The
feather edging of the greater and median wing coverts were a pale gray to whitish
Similar species and how eliminated: No other species is of this size and coloration to
confuse with this species.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain: N/A

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Bright overcast. Seen from approx. 40 feet at closest sighting using 10X40 Leitz
binoculars and 20X60 Bushnell stock mounted telescope. Several days later seen from
approx. 25 feet using Celestron C90 Telescope with 33X eyepiece.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have lots of experience with Northern
Mockingbird im., Brown Thrasher and have seen one Curve-billed Thrasher

References and persons consulted before writing description: None

How long before field notes made? On the spot this form completed? 24 hours

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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color, not really becoming a wing bar but a very distinct and highly noticable
feather edging. The tail had about the last three or four of the retrices
tipped in white which was noticable only when the bird was in flight, as far as
I could see. The bird was very flighty when approached and would fly from
quite a distance if approached without the advantage of some type of cover.
When it flew the“shite edging of the tail was suggestive of Lark Sparrow. The
bird had a characteristic thrasher-1ike flight and flew 1ike the Brown Thrashers
of which I am familiar. Its feeding habits were thrasher-like; darting out
from the cover from time-to-time to pick at something on the ground or in the
grass. The bird was smaller than a Robin that was close by at one time, but
not by more than an inch or inch and a half at most. The pupil of the eye was
black with a 1ight yellow iris which did not show up very good in subdued
light. 1In bright light you could see the yellow iris very well. The bird had
a habit of staying near the Boating Center building, and seemed to make a
Hawthorne tree its base of operation. It was also seen in an Ash tree on the
East end of the building and a Juniper, also located on the East end of the
building. It frequented the parking lot at times and the lawn around the
building at times.

The bird had some type of injury that made the use of its right leg almost
useless. It would not put all of its weight on the right leg and would hold
it up in the air when it was hopping around or perched in one of the trees
around the building. It did seem to be finding enough food to keep it in
good shape. This last paragraph was added on October 2, 1985 after watching
it for some time. It seemed to be in good health and doing very well at this
time.

The last day that the bird was seen was on October 13, 1985.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING
Sage Thrasher, 24 Sept. 1985, Waterloo, IA
Ihomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, lA 52240

Other observers: Francis Moore, Tom Staudt, Tom Stone Jr., Bermie
and Cal Enight at time, many others later.

Time: 7:15 to /7:50 AM

Habitat: Along Cedar River at Boating Center, Fark, and baseball
ti1eld.

Description: "“About size ot catbird. Overall gray thrasher with
short thin gray bill slightly drooped at tip. Hill about same
length as loral distance. Center ot eye dark (1 didn’'t make note
ot 1ris color). Top ot head and back medium gray. Slight, faint
eye ring. Chin clear light gray-white. Underparts gray-white with
heavy streaks on breast and flanks. Lower belly and undertail
coverts unstreaked. One thin wing bar. Some other indistinct
markings on wing with light edging to feathers. Tail long and
darker gray than rest of bird. Outer tips of tail white from
beneath. 1In flight, tail rounded with prominent white outer tips.
Slight buff color to flanks. Breast streaks gray brown——browner
than rest of bird."

Song: Not heard.
Behavior: Found roosting near building and then viewed 1n tree
+tor some time. Later bird seen on +ence and 1n parking lot. Not

particularly secretive. Would flush when approached too closely.

Conditions: as close as 20 teet, heavy overcast in early AM, 10x
binoculars.

Similar species: size, small bill, and gray color eliminate other
thrashers; size and lack of large white wing patches eliminate
mockingbird.

Agreement: yes

Frevious experience: life bird

Reterences/time used: used National Geographic Guide before,
during and atter sighting.

Time of notes/typed: Notes taken during observation period as
quoted. Typed 10/3/85.

Fhotos: most were moved, but a few are i1dentifiable.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa X5
What species? 5’?;;& TArashéc How many? /
Location?_ Wty Joo

Type of habitat?__ develmped rigprsis pavs § &o?drch gper arem
) . 5¢s

a7, )
When? date(s): Taﬁ_gjq;, 5@/‘2‘7;7}5;- time: 737 to <.o0

Who?your name and address:  TA.mps 1 <TAul?

others with you: Tom /(j—ATJ (4] % Beenis kh'}g(?‘!

others before or after you: 7o:m % _Erancs Mg

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Zn Praf—-"t‘ TAe biard hal thE _,1,4,?(—«:’.)’165 any/ fﬁsfﬁhré of a TAuvsh wiTh 4
leng taif. The b70d had & Shppt F--‘rl;f STra'ghl dark b1 Juri browish - gra
NEms with bafhy Lhecks 5:.rrmnof-‘n7 a daVkér RAVicaly  qréa . Tag Evé-color
was davk . The ufpec parts  ipe an gven Fray ~brown Oyecr yhy bach a ¥
a duvier gray (ump and /. Two Thin inconspicuwus Chalky white .,

7

b ts were obsceved. ThE TPS of Thé tail  Feéathérs wi,e wh, e

7A,'s
nwis Mors éns.'/y 3664 in F}.‘gi,y_
unde . .
Fhieais 5 57"?(:{45 2n Flanks any A(L//y_ Uinder gl CovErts hay o ’
. & 3-dE
7 5 .F FhE b rimst and 7R& Flanks wave ; .
buFFy- ‘ - ‘

1he bied dpplared Yo hve an injaved r.‘?/,r I#y .
The FISAt ams similar to & Brvwn TAeasher wirk TA~ )/
J"y.,"\?,‘p?’ ,‘.P M'I'J h:;’ﬂ/ﬂ'

Similar species and how eliminated:
w~'n§r bars £liminat A/l Tharsh A young ,—rpeéf‘?ir-"of wonld vk farg & winy ,a.r(,.qg._s_

Smasl bl €1Tminaky oHhpr Thrashirs
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? o

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
2 b i 2 10— G2 yrd -
Cbﬁc{.? 0 RERTRT L A oEs ;_vi.bw.iz T:t Jird Frem & Xdrocy brs
lecaTion 7o leCaT¥h

Previous experience with species and similar ones: soné& w YL Sapé Tirasher
References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? ;i Jscrvare,,  this form completed? 24rs
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa R
3"

What species? _C.(v’af AR RS How many? i Lo

Location? pa77ud [(FwTFe s =7;£ fZZ?MA /A;EAA*////E(’/@@

Type of habitat? L/ ufecipey Ay BHL/ELLILE  LLIG 4l LD S

vhen? date(s): 7ivzy JSerr: 24 time: #4080  to S0 S

wWho?your name and address: LZ/_;;; /[,,:’/,z/,ée, J/éﬁﬂé///{/d Lol —Z"’;UAJ' Ve
7

others with you:__ovs/ Aeoliesiirs [ DAL Dopusts)- pstzz 000050
7
L AL

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.aH parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

LEMELSL S22 £~ A LITTLE SWHLLER VG A7 R/ 7E A Ly A8 48

B sl o oF AERND fud BAK - LinSTHEYED Cofy . Jiew .

L) T /(//}Jé/{%’/g’fr LA T ETGE Rl A LI T TR

Lof rrowi  LWIDH B Blotud CHEEL PATTAs ST O BLEAST
JOASL WERe by STREGEED AL - BLOWE (Lolpi oLEL (UNTIA
20 THAL)  Colbn. [ DOEPEII il A KIGHT C ond s TIRCS) STAEML 2
MOT  BPPRREAGT™ pas  TALOAT oL [LrWDEL AL - TRL et S Y
DA R THRASIEC Ans NP 2oed  FREL) L TE ARESS
WERE  Fumdfur Ay /7S lovvées. Bl ledS DACL, SAak T
FPR A THRANEC Al JLIGATLS CHEED (LESSTH ALBoLT

— (/0"/ﬁ -~ L/

THE ek L5 ROTHER LD ST P B AE S A
o AT tuds AloayS Lok T TRE LRSLps S0 TAED
S o 4 et o AT ALLD FEREY SwD lP~Bwd = Dskr
ST, T aPET AT eF T E  PECLsnrg pre B A
Lok FEOCE AvD  funild weT prLold ANTONE T AN

CLoSFe Taww  jO~/S GARLIS  AC  Sapud s S AEALSL
T I0JY[FS A RUTY BELLI W PTHED UNTEE TR/ ,

Similar species and how eliminated: w2 erusd cr - Laesée 728 5 2r (2 )27
Llolop THEHHEC - bESECHL (elot , RED EFE, Brd GAENTE LES

TAVL AN Gl LEs 7
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? AND

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical eguipment:
Sy ~ USIEwED  [fFoN LRRIOI S O ELTiorS A RECARL o
€ e A 6 —30 YARIS [O7F Fh3é Locire sl s

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
. Aol ary Jammw il o LW s COLORADO

References and persons consulted before writing description: LF 78R fons —LVESTERY
AN D AGTU GEOL A ‘ >

How long before field notes made? Impién e 7€ this form completed? T Mok

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa
What species? _Sdgﬁ Theashec How many? /
Location? (_qur River ﬁ:rfrf Waier/én,w&gé/
Type of habitat? ;@K’ ﬁadx:’ag {Qi with a E“g .:‘cafzferm) trees 4/‘3'1? raircr
when? date(s):_24 Jep. 1985 time: £.00 (M to_fli0 €M

Who?your name and address: Steve Dinsore. 4024 Arhapsas O Ames Th spoto

others with you: Fmrzc;;}’ Mmrer, Wq-l-cr/oa

others before or after you:__ m, ,-,-b,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, -legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

E"’a f[ljh”r sendller than Awverican R.,L,‘,?_
‘”'( LQJ{,LEML W;'JJ mﬂcl {'af’/ wert A JUmi?‘ 7/‘6/ w/br/ erct/’?‘ 7€r a /?Z/
:{ff‘;a thromh the cye, a Gt vhufe winy patch , and white corners on

the Aol ) *
T‘!C Mn:‘erper-!: were lellC i Ho\ fc‘:/: of &om, hmv’ Sf'rtakim) .

T“'L ,Cj')’ were séen faﬂfi'{/ Lﬂ-* wevt 'anu_)“lf '(O Li‘ Jafjf‘
The kil was Jac(k,f'ﬁ#w shoef, and ﬁg“{/ curved,

Similar species and how eliminated: - B L
° A1) other thrashers emeJeJ b, Size, whde by chsfard whide -cornered +ai Z«

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain: —/

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Lu}ﬁ‘f was ofic widh sun hehiad me on a cler s Estinated viewiag

Aitgaie was Yo-504f. I used Mbkon ©x23 bncoulars.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: )
The 5 the Qw{’ Sage Theackr I have cver Seen.
References and persons consulted before wru‘tiqg description:
NC& ﬁe{d Cu( ¢ b Bl’ A= ¢ foci/ Tk AM‘J—_CQ_
How long before field notes made? — this form completed? 3 foucf

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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EIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
I0WA CITY IA 52240

SPECIES: BABE THRASHER NUMBER : 1
LOCATION: Waterloo (Cedar River Parﬂ COUNTY : Blackhawk
DATE: 25 September 1985 TIME: 10:30 AM TO 10:40 AM

HABITAT: Seen in Crabapple tree next to Boating Center Building.

DESCRIFTION: Approximately the size and shape of a Gray Catbird,
perhaps & bit plumper. The top of the head, neck and back were a
uniform brownish—gray. The tail was a little darker with some white on
the tip. The end of the tail was quite ragged, but was generany
squarish or even slightly notched.. The folded wings were also darker
than the basic back color and the wing feathers had narrow pale
edgings. The iris of the eye was yellow-orange with a dark pupil and
there was a very narrow circle of light skin around the eye. The bill
was dark and straight and was about the same length as the loral
distance. The base color of the underparts was a light buff. There
were distinct and large brown streaks on the breast-the size of the
streaks got larger further down the breast. The throat was relatively
free from streaking. The cheek area was lighter than the rest of the
head. The lower belly and undertail coverts were mainly unstreaked but
there was brighter buff color here. The legs were dark and the right
leg appeared to be injured.

It was a cool rainy day and the bird first flushed from a small pine
tree and flew into the crabapple tree and sat very quietly allowing
close approach. The bird was fluffed up against the cold and looked a
bit bedraggled and not entirely healthy. I observed the bird for
perhaps ten minutes and then left.

DISCUSSION: The clearly streaked breast identifies this bird as a
thrasher (except for juvenile N. Mockingbird which would have shown
the white wing patches in flight) and the short and straight bill
narrows it down to two species. The Bendire’'s Thrasher is normally
lightly streaked on the upper breast and is mainly off white below.
This bird was heavily streaked down to the lower belly and had a
distinctly buff color to the underparts. The white on the tail tip
should also help to eliminate Bendire'’'s Thrasher.

Most of the field guides mention white wing bars for Sage Thrasher,
but these were either absent or not very apparent. Despite being
mentioned in the text in the NGS guide, for example, the illustration
in that same guide shows only a fairly narrow light edge to the
greater and median wing coverts, and not really much of a wing bar.
The lack of streakirgon the back of this bird would seem to indicate
an adult and not a juvenile bird.

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Seen by many before and after.
LIGHT CONDITIONS: Overcast and light rain.

DISTANCE: 10 yards (Estimated) EGCUIFMENT: 7X binos

PREVIOUS EXFERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: First for this
species. Saw HBendire's Thrasher in 1981

REFERENCES,FERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: NMone
FIELD NOTES MADE? Immediately after sighting.

THIS FORM DONE? 2 days



&S -2
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? §o~5€ ‘TI’\VGLSL@’(' How many?
Location? ng,c{w Ri\h‘:’x" ?(LTI( — Lda:('ev-{w
Type of habitat? Tvee< hecide <Small Luila[mg' packtng [ots_along Cedie Riva
When? date(s): 5&‘?‘{' 28 /9€5  time: 2o to;,gf;gt::
Who?your name and address: Mo:(f( PVO@SCLQH‘?L’ (,{SCQML T erra

others with you: _Framers Moove Bol Meyexs RBeth Roecclholdt

others before or after you: Cal and Bevwie Knialt -(I,e_wfeve\ Ham K kle%l—au%r

Pugone aud Zloise  AremBheng —(belove)’ -

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. IncTude size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This bivd had o Sm\iiSL bacll, o heaully stealle d bveast, aud

a W\'\H’('SL wing SHAK but v_w‘f' w'lua bavs., I# LO.J a_ {igl\-{', wLi-/—(sL

line Hoowgh Hie eye | a white eye wng and o dax¥” brounish Pq%cl\
undex +he enes, T+ dpwed o distwchie white Hooot awd d{s}?!ageaf
white edges i e Hail when i+ Few like o [axK stw?w's Jai| Rathers .
I was samewhit hufRy ow ibs sides aud feoked Housh—ike at Himes,

We Lot sm fhis bivd 20-25 et awey e the asplatt paxking let  wheve i+
Iwwei o»\e-leggecf- latee we Saw i+ about 10 Ret awey Frew ouvw vewm
Blind” aud thew later in Rewt of us ow o pacl bowch. T# was S'Maf'fW
+Hhom seme  SHaxlings b was beside ot eme Hime. Our lost foolle oF Hhis
bif‘l was of +He bivd Pevtl/\e.c‘_ v o small juuip-@(' £ a femﬂ Fime and Sewe
vy ¢ of sunlight wece N’rf-iug i+ £ o while,

Similar species and how eliminated: 7Thwushes axe wet so heavily M@J .QAAJ
do wet have whitish wingbaxs ov wivg skeals, 4 Brown Thvasher s wmuch lagec

aﬂ\cl \omwvxew‘. o
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

| -

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how’measured), and optical ej:ipment:
Pactly swanly ot daww with goed UViSIBIHY . Dishwced eshima d.
7¢35 Biwesculars
Previous experience with species and similar ones:
My Pst Sage Thwashexr. vexy familiae witr Broww theashers amd Hhenshes,
References and persons consulted before writing description:
Nat!. WNC‘Q Rivds of AAmexica, Rebbims' Bivds of A. Amexica .
How long before field notes made? Mude while viewing this form completed? =t 9 19858



85 -2
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? 54(32. 71”‘4 5!1180" ) How many? / v
Location? [L)d#er /00, Fowa - Cadar m‘lﬂ?r (f)ark
Type of habitat? Ked cedar ¢ Hawthorn by boathouse edqing parémﬂ L
When? date(s): 5e£%em ber‘ 25, (755 time: 7‘:'14’/41"1 to 7.'9:0 4}"; ="
Who?your name and address: Be #h ?roe S'c}]o[df" , /-/'56 om b. roa}q_,

others with you: yhﬁé .ﬁme 56/'\ o/c]'/} goé Mgers, Frdnc_/s /L/aarc_.

others before or after you: mang —

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of_al] parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

M ffrs# 5!}})1":/\3 of the 5;’#0’ was as /F came h"f’f””j
a ong the ea’jg of Me,;)ar-éz'ng lot Howard *he van where

wf were w&r/'rl/'r;?, Coming i #Ain approx/ma%e/y 12 feer
of us +his smail +hvrashér showed 7rag-bmwn apﬂf,,/gd,_/gﬂ

head, back, wings & tarl — < heavy stresks of +he same

Color om 4 white breastv bell ) with Seme buﬁfy I
its Flanks, (Breast more /JEduf'/y shreak ed #han !?e/(y,)

w;lEH 5/;’// It 5;00‘:/ o J/;/g ;':Ls /f’f-/- /67' F/j/'ﬂj’ édclé 7‘&7776

r‘e{%C-ec{ar; W/ f/ja‘n lke a f?‘rmsﬁer; white Farl 5/037[5 5A0W!—<{
2? € c:;r-ners of its fas/, remini scent of a Lavk Sparrows

7'ro i a/o/?eare,af agarn + wWas w:‘#wn Ure w f 2O /n'n'

: ' / or ’ e
unf,/ we /cff') pfy; Lo ypar»é benches ) o /’Dané.-'nj; lok ,rau,';:/:/ !
v /!, o +hen fo'the cedar 30’ qway wheve ;‘#ferc./"n:a!;,-, !

]

lorn view, There we observed +he dhte +throat, dark may,,

g ripes sliah# eye ring 4 a S/;'g/n‘- wrng bays,
Similar s écies %nd how eh‘m'in/ayted: Zrown Tﬁraiﬁtﬂr = éaﬂ‘ ’7‘76& Zr‘vw{?

Thrashev is #oo é;}) Feoo reddish, Y /onf cavved 6;’(4 v oo éaﬁf’y
o uncferpar/s -
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /{/a

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give Tighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
y p 777 WWW? e
Y 5& 't_ d‘?//af Laes

Previous experience with species and similar ones: T have 5}5,6;/! crne 5«'7( 73%5[{,—
(el

R Z:&z‘nces /and pecrjons consulted befcre writing description: Ug{?égaf ﬁgfa{gwc/e,
obkInNS ge £
How long befdre fie]é notes w::ade?/_‘_’fqd_e_ ﬁ{éntcr this form completed? @d. /f'



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF ¥
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD '

1. Species Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) 2. Mamber

3. Location___waterloo, Iowa

4. Date: sept, 28, 1985 5. Time Bird Seen:6:45 A.M. tB:00 AM off and
6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of

the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

Size = approx. of starling. Overall shape was a lot like a mini-Brown
Thrasher with a smaller bill that wasn't quite so decurved. Heasd, back,
tail (dorsal), wings were dark brownish gray. Breast was whitish with
heavy brown streaking. Flamks were streaked and buffy.. Thin white wing bar
was noted. Eye = light yellow (hard to see). Dark malar stripes present
with clear whitish throat. Extreme corners of tail were white- seen well in
flight and resembling Lark Sparrow but not quite so much white. A light
whitish eyering was also seen. Bird showed brownish cheek patch.

Bill was dark. Right foot or leg seemed injured on this bird.
In proportion the tail length was not as long as Brown Thrasher.

7. Description of voice, if heard: -

8. Description of behavior: peeging on ground , flying about and perching

in Cedar tree.
3. ﬁa"ut - general: pyrking lot along Cedar River.
specific:

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:
Somewhat suggests a water pipit but tail too long.

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment:

less than 17 ft., (that is min. focus of binocs) 10x40 binocs , 20x scope
13. Light (sky, 1ight on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
We had everything from cloudy skies to sunlight. Excellent viewing

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
No experience with this sp.

15. Other Obsewers:Francis Moore, Beth and Mark Proescholdt

16. Did the others agree with your identification?, __
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Many

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

National Geographic Guide -~ no influence

hrs.

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description?
Signature: . Address:_fﬁ z;(; ooy /53"
Date: Jz%”/,,?ff, [9F5 City, State: [Zﬂ},i go-z‘,u S 02y

on



