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VOTE: 2 A-P, 5 A-D; 4 thought Petersen bird same, 2 different, 
and 1 no comment. 

A-D, Same bird. 
A-D, Good details of plumage, white wing tips, small bill size 

and comparative shape, and overall configuration of this bird 
from all observers. I cannot seem to remember which records the 
pictures go with, therefore, you have my permission to change any 
appropraite record to A-P. I do remember that the pictures 
clearly showed completely white wing tips eliminating Thayer’s 
Gull, and I seem to remember that some gave a size comparison 
with nearby gulls. Pete’s record of a 2nd year bird in which I am 
cited as one of the observers should go with the other 2nd year 
records even though he does not mention the gray mantle. I don’t 
know why he would omit this becasue it was obvious. Ross and I 
were there with him when this bird was observed; it was so 
noticeable, in fact, that we did, at first, believe this to be an 
adult bird, or very nearly an adult. It was only when I returned 
home and checked Grant that I decided it was a 2nd-year. I 
believe, though I cannot say with certainty, that this is the 
same bird Pete reported as an adult. 

A-D, Despite some disagreement about the age of this bird, the 
information provided supports the ID as a first-winter Iceland 
Gull. 

A-P, The documentors collaborated each other on the key field 
marks such as white primaries, 1"+ primary extension, smaller and 
thinner bill than Herring gulls, rounded head, and smaller size 
than Herring Gulls. 

A-P, Petersen described a first-year gull not a 2nd year. 
A-D, 1 bird. All indications are of diagnostically marked ist 

winter Iceland Gull. Petersen documentation is description of ist 
winter unless he left out a lot of detail or left the reviewer to 
fill in between the lines?



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 10/18/94 
Iceland Gull 4 Jan 1992 RC No. 92-03 (cont) 

A-D, Good details and description of Iceland Gull provided. 
Petersen’s gull obviously seems like different gull. I would like 
more details but could go A-D on 2nd year Iceland Gull on 
Petersen’s sighting. 
REVOTE: 7 A-P 

A-P, The image of the bird is not as large as one would like 
but does clearly show a pigeon-headed gull wiht small black bill, 
white primaries, and, on one photo, I think I can discern the 
wings extending beyond the tail. The above along with the beige 
mottling on wings and mantle support identification of first-year 
Iceland Gull. 

A-P, Photo showing wings raised clearly eliminates Thayer’s 
Gull, which should show darkening in primaries, or, at least, 
uniform color. Too dark for Glaucous. 

A-P, AP 1st winter Iceland Gull. 
A-P, 1st winter Iceland Gull. 1/4/92. The photos clearly show 

a lst year bird. All documentations are those of a lst year 
Iceland Gull, including Petersens. Petersen appears to have 
misaged this bird according to his documentation. The comments 
from the second reviewer of the first round are curious. Do we 
accept this as additional information for Petersen’s bird? Or do 
we judge the record on the evidence as presented in the 
documentation? Maybe the second reviewer should have documented 
the bird themselves to help Petersen’s case. As it stands right 
now I will stay with the assumption that there was one bird and 
that Petersen misaged the bird as his documentation indicates. 

A-P, Good photos. They appear to me to be two different lst 
winter Iceland Gulls from Jan to Feb sightings.



During the identification process, other small doves of comparable size were 
ruled out. The Ruddy Ground-Dove does not have scaling anywhere on its body. 
The Inca Dove is scaled, but has a longer tail, an entirely black bill, a light belly 
with black stripes, and lacks the black areas on the wing. 

Although not always easy to find, the dove did remain in the Same area for 
about two weeks, allowing a large number of birders to view this first State record. 
The last sighting was on 2 November during an early season blizzard. 
A Common Ground-Dove was recorded at Waconda Country Club in Des 

Moines on 10 June 1922 (C. H. Pangburn, The Ground Dove in central Iowa, Auk 
39:566, 1922). The author, who claimed to be familiar with this species, speculated 
that it might be an escaped cage bird. Because of this and lack of description, the 
bird was not accepted to the state list. 

In recent years, a pattern of vagrancy for this species has become apparent 
(Figure 2). The monthly distribution of sightings is as follows: March (1), May 
(2), June (1), July (1), August (3), September (4), October (14), November (10), 
and December (7). 
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Figure 2. Breeding range (dark area) and recent vagrant records of Common 
Ground-Dove by state. The numbers indicate the number of records for each state. 
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The Cedar Rapids bird, officially Iowa's first, fits the vagrancy pattern of this 
species well for both date and location. It is interesting that another bird of this 
species showed up at Whitefish Point in northern Michigan on 21 October 199] 
(American Birds 46:93), just two days after the Iowa bird was first sighted. 

6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City, IA 52240 
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ICELAND GULLS IN IOWA 
THOMAS H. KENT 

A first-winter/first-summer Iceland Gull at Red Rock Reservoir from 13 to 16 March 199] provided Iowa's first accepted record of this species. Previous reports of this species had occurred over the years, but the sightings were brief or not recorded in sufficient detail to be sure of the identification, or may have been in Illinois. Here I report on the spring 1991 record and four more records from the winter 
of 1991-1992. 
On 13 March 1991, Tim Schantz found a white-winged gull below the dam at Red Rock Reservoir in Marion County. The bird was intermediate in size between Ring-billed and Herring gulls, but closer to the latter. On the Standing bird, he noted gleaming white primaries that protruded about one inch beyond the tail. In flight, the flight feathers were all white from above and below. The rest of the bird was a mottled or indistinctly flecked off white or very light gray-brown. A mottled tail band was noted. The bill was mostly dark with a light base, the eye dark, and the legs pink. Nine other observers documented this bird over the next three days, and I took photos (Figure la and 1b). 

cannon 

Figure la, 1b. Iceland Gull at Red Rock Reservoir, 14 March 1991. Note the more rounded head shape in Ja. 
The following details are added from a composite of the other observers. The bill] was shorter and thinner than that of Herring Gulls with a smoothly curved distal culmen and minimal gony] prominence. There was more light color in the lower mandible than the upper, and the demarcation with the black distal part of the bill was indistinct. Some described the head as rounded, others thought it was not. There was a smudge around the eye and some streaking on top of the head. The upper back and upper breast, neck, and parts of the head lacked mottling and appeared white. One observer noted some pale brown on the outer side of the shaft of the distal four or five primaries. The mottled tail band was just slightly darker than the rest of the bird and occupied the distal half of the tail except for a paler, thin terminal band. 
Several of the documentors were uncertain of the identification because of the white-headed appearance (suggesting Herring Gull), tail band (more typical of Thayer's Gull), and head shape (better for Herring or Thayer's). The possibilities of leucistic Herring Gull or a hybrid were suggested. The documentations and 
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photographs were reviewed by Kevin J. Zimmer, the author of a recent article on Iceland Gull with many excellent photographs (Zimmer 1991), who provided explanations for some of the troublesome features. He noted that head shape 
depended on posture (Figure la vs. 1b), and in some photos the shape. was within the range of Iceland Gull. He also pointed out, “The individual variation in 
incredible, and I've seen many an unquestioned Iceland Gull (presumably males) that were as flat-crowned and large-billed as adjacent Herrings, while others look more like doves." Zimmer suggested that the white appearance of the upper body and neck were due to molting of these feathers to first-summer plumage. The tail 
band was not a problem at all, because Zimmer's article illustrates that many 
Iceland Gulls have a light tail band. According to Zimmer, “Points against Thayer's Gull include overall paleness, whiteness of the folded primaries, uniform checkering of the tertials [solid brown in Thayer's], absence of secondary bar, 
paleness of spread wing tip, and amount of contrast at the base of the bill." A leucistic Herring Gull would be expected to have some features other than the white head and neck to suggest that species. To identify a hybrid, one would have 
to find features of each parent -- a difficult task. The proposed lumping of Iceland and Thayer's gulls into one species would make the possibility of Iceland-Thayer's 
hybrid moot. 

In the next three paragraphs, I describe three different Iceland Gulls, two in first-winter and one in second-winter plumages. Presumably these were the same 
birds seen by many observers in Bettendorf and Davenport in January and early 
February 1992. 
On 31 December 1991, I went to Lock and Dam 14 in Scott County in an 

attempt to add some species to my last-day-of-the-year list. From the lock area, I 
found a very pale gull flying below the dam. On the flying bird, I noted the 
following: slightly smaller than Herring Gulls; overall off-white on the wings, body, 
and tail; light brown, poorly demarcated, subterminal tail band about one-fourth the 
length of the tail; and all-dark bill. The tail band was similar to that on the Iceland 
Gull photographed in Scott County on 8 February by Tim Schantz (Figure 2). The 
underwing was all light, with the flight feathers lighter than the coverts. The upper 
wing was very uniform and without a hint of a secondary bar. I concluded that it 
was a first-winter bird because of the uniform coloration without gray on the back 
or wings and that it was not a Glaucous Gull because of the overall size and all 
black bill. I was less secure in excluding Thayer's Gull because of the tail band and 
slight brownish edge to the upper side of the outer two or three primaries that | 
detected using a telescope. Eventually the bird landed on a pillar and later a 
Herring Gull landed beside it. Compared to the Herring, the bird was 10% smaller: 
had a smaller, more rounded head with shorter neck; had a bill three-fourths as 
long; and had a primary extension of about 1 inch and equal to that of the Herring 
Gull. On the standing bird, the primaries were light colored and the wing and tail 
coverts appeared finely vermiculated. Based on the wing tip and faintness of the 
tail band, I argued against Thayer's Gull. Shortly thereafter, at Lock and Dam 15, I 
viewed a first-winter Thayer's Gull that was quite different in that it was overall 
darker, had dark wing tips, and had a much darker and more prominent tail band. I 
saw the Iceland Gull again on 1 January 1992, still flying below the dam, and it 
was seen the next day by Jim Fuller, who said that it was easy to pick out 
because of its “ghostly" appearance. Neither of us saw the leg color well. The eye 
was dark. 
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I returned to Lock and Dam 14 on 4 January and found two Iceland Gulls that appeared to be different birds from the one seen on 31 December and 1-2 January. The first was a first-year white-winged gull that I saw around a small area of open water in the backwater, rather than flying below the dam and sitting on pillars as had occurred on the previous days. As I moved up taking photographs, the bird flew away. I did not detect any tail band, but one of my photographs (Figure 3) later showed a faint, broken, narrow, light brown, subterminal tail band. | had noted the overall similarity of size and Shape (compared to Herring Gulls) to the bird seen three days before, and also noted pink legs, projecting crossed primaries, and indistinct lightness in the base of the bill. One or more first-winter Iceland Gulls were seen farther south in Scott County from Lock and Dam 15 to- Bettendorf/Moline by many observers at least to 9 February. 

F igure 2. Iceland Gull in Scott County, Figure 3. Note the minima brown 8 February 1992. Note the definite light edging in the distal tailfeathers of this brown tail band. Photograph by Tim Schantz. flying first-winter Iceland Gull at Lock 
and Dam 14 on 4 January 1992. 

On 4 January, after flushing the first-year Iceland Gull, I moved up to look at the gull flock resting on the ice of the backwater. ] was surprised to find two white- winged gulls. The second bird had a uniform light-gray back and scapulars and a bill that was dark at the tip and light at the base. In flight, the light gray of the back and scapulars contrasted with the off-white of the upper wing surface. I also noticed a light, smudgy, gray-brown, subterminal tail band that occupied about one-fourth of the tail. Otherwise, this second-year Iceland Gull was similar in size, Shape, and proportions to the first-winter bird. I did not see this bird again, but others reported a second-year bird downstream, and Tanya Bray (personal communication) saw a second-year bird on 3 February at Bettendorf/Moline. On 29 February 1992, Bob and John Cecil and ] were driving by the marina at Saylorville Reservoir when Bob saw a white-winged gull on the shoreline. We had heard of a Glaucous Gull being seen earlier in the day, but this bird was not much larger than the Ring-billed Gulls it was with and the bill appeared to be of uniform thickness and all dark. It was slightly longer and distinctly bulkier bodied than the Ring-billed Gulls. Overall it was very light brown with white primaries extending beyond the tail. Bob noted faint scaling on the wings and barring on the tail coverts. We left briefly to get Bob Myers and Maridel Jackson. Cecil and Myers thought the legs had a yellowish cast, but I judged them to be pinkish. I climbed down the bank to photograph the bird (Figure 4) and it eventually flew, revealing all light wing surfaces above and below. Ceci] noted that the wings were broader that those of Ring-billed Gulls. I did not hear of any further reports of this bird. How could I see five and photograph four Iceland Gulls in Iowa in less than one year's time? Did this same phenomenon occur in nearby states? Iceland Gulls 

Vol. 62, No. 4 
97



were reported in small numbers along all of the Great Lakes in the winter of 1991- 92 (American Birds Regional Reports). : . cere Having minimal experience with : , Iceland Gull prior to these sightings, I 
was under the impression from reading 
that identification might be difficult. 
The recent article by Zimmer was very 
timely and helpful with some difficult 
field marks. Zimmer emphasizes the 
extremely variable tail band in first- 
and second-year birds. The 
illustrations are helpful in translating 
concepts, such as rounded head and 
long primary extension, into real 
Situations; however, these marks are 
still not easy to interpret. When Se a eae comparing my photographs of the Ro oe ee March 1991 bird at Red Rock : Reservoir with Zimmer's photos, I 
was unsure whether the head 
shape fit or not, but Zimmer, with his experience, thought they did. In looking at the isolated Iceland Gull on the pillar at Lock and Dam 14, I could not decide about head and bill shape until a Herring Gull landed next to the bird in question; only then did these field marks become obvious by comparison. With each succeeding sighting, the identification became easier and more obvious. I was also impressed that these birds were cooperative and seen by many observers; whereas, past reports of this species were fleeting and not described in detail. Both Thayer's and Iceland gulls nest in the eastern nearctic region, and undoubtedly there is some interbreeding. Most Thayer's Gull migrate to the West Coast, but some, especially first-year birds, migrate/winter across the entire United States. Most Iceland Gulls migrate to Europe or the East Coast of North America, but a few of any age occur on the Great Lakes each year, and there are rare scattered individual records farther west. 
These observations of the Iceland Gull may soon be moot. It is rumored that Iceland and Thayer's gulls are about to be deemed one species. The Kumlien's subspecies of Iceland Gull is very similar to adult Thayer's Gull, presenting a significant identification problem, particularly in Eastern United States. In Iowa, first-year birds may be more likely and are more easily separated. What will these "new" birds be called. We may have to speak of "“Thayer's-type first-winter Iceland Gulls" or just call them all Iceland Gulls and lose all the valuable information we are getting from the careful documentations by many Iowa observers. I hope we will still consider each gull individually, judging its age and 

Figure 4. First-winter Iceland Gull at 

describing each of its feathers and soft parts. Let the species fall where they may! . 

LITERATURE CITED 

Zimmer, K.J. 1991. Plumage variation in "Kumlien's" Iceland Gull. Birding 23:254- 269. 
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Saylorville Reservoir on 29 F ebruary 1992. 

G1=63 
LATE FALL AND WINTER BIRDING ALONG THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER IN EAST-CENTRAL IOWA 

PETER C. PETERSEN 

The Mississippi River in the Quad-City area has been a great attraction for gulls in recent years during the winter months. In January and February 1992, nine gull species were recorded just in the Quad-Cities. This article describes some of the best locations to check from November to March for gulls as well as waterfowl and other winter birds. The route starts at Lock 17 _ and proceeds north to Lock 12 (Figure 1). All along the route, the Mississippi River is a good reference point to help keep you oriented. However, keep in mind that the river does not always flow south. Between Muscatine and Clinton it flows west or southwest, making it easy to get disoriented. From the Illinois side of the Mississippi, Lock 17 (1) is reached by going north 

gulls or diving ducks, but dabbling ducks often linger into late December. They feed in the corn fields and are usually seen late in the day. Bald Eagles are present in good numbers at the lock and west end of Route 17 in New Boston. On the Iowa side of the Mississippi River, Mark Twain National Wildlife 

and Winter Wrens are often found in the cemetery's ravines. From Muscatine, proceed toward Davenport on Route 22 which leaves Park at Washington Street. About eight miles east of Muscatine turn left on the county 

wrens, Wild Turkey, and Pileated Woodpecker. 
Return to Route 22 and continue toward Davenport. Watch for Bald Eagles along the river to the Davenport city limit at Utah Avenue. Turn right (south) on. Utah to South Concord Street and then proceed east along the river and Credit Island Harbor (5), watching for ducks, gulls, and Bald Eagles. To reach Fairmont Cemetery (6), an area similar to Greenwood Cemetery in Muscatine, turn left on Route 61 and proceed to Rockingham Road (Route 22). Turn right (east) and drive toward the city about four blocks to the cemetery. The 
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Species: |Iceland Gull Number: 2. 

Location: Lock and Dam 14, Scott Co. lowa 

Date: 4 January 1992 Time: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, IA 52246. 

Others before/with/after: alone 

Habitat and circumstances: Mississippi River 

Description of bird: First-winter and second-winter white-winged gulls were on the frozen backwater near 

the lock with Herring Gulls but not with each other. | saw the first-winter bird first with a few Herring 

Gulls around a small bit of open water. | noticed it when it flew up because of the uniform very light 

milky tan upper wing, tail, and body. The primaries and secondaries from below in flight were white 

and underwing coverts darker. When standing or swimming it was just smaller than Herring gulls with 

a smaller head and shorter bill. Next to Herrings, the rounded top of the head and delicate look could 

be appreciated. The bill was mostly black, but the base had some indistinct lighter areas. The bill was 

three-fourths as long as the Herring's and thinner and more uniform in thickness throughout. The 

primaries appeared nearly white compared to the very light tan vermiculated appearance of the other 

wing feathers. The tertials were the same color as the wing coverts. The primaries protruded about an 

inch beyond the tail and crossed. The eye was dark and legs pink. In flight, | could not appreciate any 

tail band, which suggested that this bird was not the same as the one seen by me below the dam on 

31 December and 1 January. When | moved up to look at the main flock of resting gulls, | was 

surprised to find another white-winged gull. | knew it was a different bird because the mantle was a 

uniform light gray and the bill was dark at the tip and light at the base. When bird flew away from me, 

| noticed a light smudgy gray or gray-brown subterminal tail band that was from one-fourth to one-third 

as wide as the tail length. This tail band was not sharply demarcated and did not have the vermiculated 

appearance of the tail band on the first-year bird seen three days before. Other than the bill, mantle, 

and tail, this bird was quite similar to the first-year bird as to size, head shape, bill length and 

thickness, and wings. | saw both of these birds in flight several times and watched them on the ice 

next to many Herring Gulls. 

Voice: The first-year bird opened its mouth and made gull sounds that | could not distinguish from those of 

the other gulls. 

Similar species: The overall size, head size, bill size, and lack of dipped-in-ink effect on the bill tip exclude 

Glaucous Gull. | excluded Thayer's Gull because both of these birds had very light primaries (not dark 

webs on the outer primaries). Neither had a secondary bar or in fact any distinctive marking on the 

wings. The lack of tail band in the first year bird also excludes Thayer's Gull. | was impressed by the 

paleness of the gray mantle in the second-year bird, but have too little experience with older Thayer's 

Gulls to make a comparison. 

Light: Heavy overcast with soft gray lighting. Distance: 40 to 150 yards. Optics: 10x binocular, 20x 

scope. 

Previous experience: | have seen a number of first-year Thayer's and Glaucous Gulls. One adult Glaucous 

Gull was over the river earlier in the morning and it was larger than Herring Gulls. | have limited 

experience with Iceland Gull (3 sightings). 

References before/after viewing: none for last three days. 

Time of notes: 10 minutes after viewing. Fina/ typing: 4 hours.



DOCUMENTATION FORM G2-o32 . & For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What species? Iceland Gull(?) First winter How many? 1 

Location? _ Lock and Dam 15, Davenport Iowa. Rusty Pelican Restaurant 

Type of Habitat? __ River 

When? date(s): Jan 17, J9Q2 time: 10:00 AM to 10:15 AM 
Bob Cecil 1315 41st St. Des Moines, IA Who? your name and address: 

Others with you: NO 

Others before or after you: About everyone 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
I am submitting this account even though they are not sufficiently complete to be diagnostic. 

Gull, very pale, almost white overall, similar in coloration to Ist winter Glaucous Gull. It was different from first winter Glaucous Gull in that there was faint darkening at the wingtips, the tail (band), and along the trailing edge of the secondaries when viewed from above. Specifically, the wing darkening involved a very slight darkening along the leading edge of the first three or four primaries. The under surface of the wingtips appeared white. 
The tail band and the secondary bar were very faint. If one did not specifically look for them, they would have been missed, giving the impression of all white wings and tail, as one would expect of a Glaucous. 
The bird's bill was all dark. The eye appeared dark, but this was difficult to judge. Although there were other gulls present (Herring, Ring-bills, and an adult Thayer's or Iceland), I was unable to get a Side-by-side comparison with them. I got the impression that the subject bird's head was more rounded, petite, and pigeon-shaped than that of Herring or Glaucous Gull. Similarly, my impression was that the bill was smaller, including fess pronounced gonys than on accompanying Herrings. I was unable to determine Similar species; how eliminated: relative size. 
This bird was much more pale than any Ist Winter Thayer's I have seen. Darkening of wingtips, secondary bar, and tail band eliminates Glaucous Gull, as does relatively small bill. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? N.A. 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 10x binocs, and 20x scope. Distance from 50' to 100 yards. Lighting to back and Side, but, overall, pretty good. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Iceland would be life bird. Seen several first winter Thayer's and Glaucous Gulls. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? atv “a form completed? AP, A YES 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life). 
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DETAILS FOR UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTING 

Additional details for Iceland Gull 

On 1/31/92 I was looking at gulls from the Moline, Illinois 
waterfront near the JI Case Company plant. Two gulls were 

very close (about 40 yards) standing on the ice and detached 
from the large group of gulls in the area. One bird was an 
adult Herring Gull, while the other was smaller and matched 
the description of the Iceland Gull that I had seen on 
several previous occasions during the previous month. This 
bird was in Illinois, but previous sightings were in both 
Iowa and Illinois. What struck me about this observation 
that I had not noticed previously was the comparatively 
small and rounded head, as well as.a bill which was less 
bulky (at least when compared to the Herring Gull). During 
previous sightings, the bird in question had been in flight, 
and the size of the head and bill did not seem to stand out 
like they did on this standing bird. 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species: Iceland Gull - first winter 

Location: Mississippi River, Scott Co., IA and Rock Island Co., IL 

Habitat: Open river with ice floes 

Date: 2 February 1992 Time: 17200 toe 17:15 

9 February 1992 14:00 to 17:25 (intermittently) 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Avenue, Norwalk, Iowa 50211 

Other observers: None the first time; both first winter and adult birds have 
been reported on the birdline; bird was also observed on 9 February by Beth 
Brown, Randy Pinkston, and Dan Dorrance. 

Description of bird: This gull was amidst a number of Herrings and was first 
distinguished by its white primaries. It was smaller than all of the nearby 
Herrings, considerably so in comparison to some but only slightly smaller than a 
few others. On 9 February I observed it with flocks of ring-bills where it 
looked larger. The bird was primarily white and mottled, barred, or checked with 

gray. The type of pattern went successively from overall mottling on the head to 
barring and blotchiness on the mantle and wing coverts to checkering on the 
tertials. Although the patterns were different, there was still a uniformity in 

coloration with a bit less gray on the head and neck. The cold gray was very 
prominent on the mantle and upper wings with the scapulars showing a bit broader 

gray edges than the rest. In a sitting position the outer primaries appeared 
very white and extended beyond the tail approximately 1.5 bill lengths. Each 

successive row of wing coverts was finely edged in gray, giving a barred look. 

The tertials were checkered gray and white, a mark I specifically looked for 

after reading Kevin Zimmer's article in Birding. The head and breast were a 
mottled and blotchy light gray and there was a slight smudge around the dark eye. 

The distal two-thirds or so of the bill was black while the base was lighter. 
This was only apparent after careful observation and when the bill was well 

illuminated; at first glance it appeared entirely black. Structurally the bill 

was more delicate than the Herrings and was between one-third and one-half the 

length of the head. The head was slightly rounder than the Herrings and the 
entire bird looked "less chesty" than a Glaucous. 

During observation time the bird was doing a considerable amount of raising its 
wings and pouncing on fish in the water. From below the flight feathers were a 
translucent white and the underwings were darker, motley gray. The vent area 

was heavily barred. The bird flew a short distance a couple of times and the 
tail and upperwings were briefly visible. A duskier color extended into the 
inner primaries and secondaries. Except for the outer primaries, the overall 
coloring was fairly consistent with no secondary bar noted. The rump and tail 
appeared finely barred with gray. Some internal gray mottling was evident, 
particularly in the inner retrices, towards the terminus of the tail creating a 
light gray band of the same color as the mantle and wing barring. The legs and 
feet were pink.
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Similar species and how eliminated: A small Glaucous Gull was eliminated based 
on size in comparison with a large number of Herring gulls; size, structure and 

color of the bill; tail band; and general structure. 

Thayer's Gull was eliminated based on whitish outer primaries; lack of any 
secondary bar; extremely pale tailband; overall washed out appearance; and 

checkered tertials. Interestingly enough I observed a possible Thayer's earlier 

in the afternoon which may well have been a Thayer's/Iceland intergrade as it had 
darker primaries but no secondary bar. Feather conditions which would warrant 
consideration of a worn bird of another species were not noted. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

Viewing conditions (lighting, distance, optics): Bird was observed at an 

estimated 500 yards near the old seawall in both Iowa and Illinois. Observation 

was through telescope with zoom lens, used primarily at 25-30x. Sun was setting 
to the left and there was no direct sunlight on the bird although the sky was 
still bright enough for good observation. Bird was observed at about 100 feet 

under overcast skies on 9 February. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: First winter bird was seen at 
Red Rock Reservoir in March 1991. This bird was similar but with a less 
contrasting tailband. It was very much like a first winter bird seen at Grand 
Marais, Minnesota in November 1991. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Grant's Gulls; 

Harrison's Seabirds; Kevin Zimmer, "Plumage Variation in 'Kumlien's' Iceland 
Gull, Birding, October 1991. 

How long before field notes made? Notes taken during observation How long 
before this form completed? On return home same evening with additions made on 

9 February
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ILLINOIS DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTINGS 9-03 

1. Species: trefrud Gul Number seen: | 

(If known) Age: 2- erway Sex: a Plumage: 

, Sco tile, R.pCe 
2. Location (including county): J[¢< Flow b tueean Betoafos tA oe Ap Awe rt. 

s.|nete(e): _ eb. 3, (4a +” : tied! de ly? “QUEAM to ODEN 

4. Observers -- Your name: a eter £ fete Fev Phone: (H4 )495 -7O5/ 

Address: & 35f4C A he Man B( ud. Dasenpott< LA. Zip 5S 2fOF 

Others present: Don Dp vig uce Oo“ 4/3 , Rose Silrock ta add Dues ex 2/9 

Others bafoss Uk after you: Anu Jo husoa, Pete Ure Kt hau 

5. Describe ‘the habitat the bird(s) was found in and the we: a a habitat: 

On \Ce shel +t Nyse Raver alouy Chanuel 5 ugt Siar L7 Bye 

6. Description: Describe in great detail (but only include what actually was seen in the 

field (the size, shape and color pattern of the bird(s). Include a description of the 

bill, eye, legs, feet, tail, body and wings as well as other diagnostic characteristics. 
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Species: Ore Zhoud a ({ Date seen: Ee ( , = (LQ Observer: eC poerseu 

ra senda species (explain how re py of {4,utous C hall. Ths Liesl Yoo pms. 

rounded voun norte: Bill abetghor ter than Herrtug t uothariye, 

— eyten J A at tar
t uta =e vost’ 

8. Describe the bird's behavior: aud buy ool ice, G ubuutl ug ; ret | dbus % Wi4y Flapphyy, 

9. Describe the song or call notes heard: eotheud 

10. Viewing conditions: ; in , i. — 

Optical equipment used (type, es (0 Lo reves bhunes —- 5-H Furst Scope 

Closest distance to bird (how measured) : LPO — 

: Lhe. and weather: Hin overce ste Hy t sounce babs obs, 

Was the bird photographed?_uo_ uo By whom? Attached? 

ll. Summarize previous experience with.this species and similar species: 

Here seer enr 4 p vectra OClCAGrOUS ; partett.-s ee Taudec, 

wom <9 > . . - a“ . ~~~ *« ji ‘es wed ‘ 

12. Other observers who did not agree with ae ple! Piper on (explain): Wo Uwe 

13. List books and illustrations commited and advice received. How did these influence 

this description? C(retcA Ceo 5 urde + Gullo Craut 2d» thepArhopt 
‘ay (ueue ches vi gfteo 

14. How long after observing the bird(s) before field notes completed? Foun 
15. How long after observing the bird(s) before this form completed? vale 

Mail this completed form to: Avian Ecology Program, Natural Heritage Division 
Dept. of Conservation, Springfield, IL 62701 

If you have observed a common bird species during a season of abundance, verification is 
achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the observation involves a 

rare species, or a common species out of season or at an unusual location, and you wish to 

share this experience with the scientific community, special documentation is necessary. 

An acceptable documentation consists of one or more of the following: a collected, diag- 

nostic specimen; a diagnostic photograph; a diagnostic recording of the bird's voice; or, an 

accurate and detailed written description of the observation. It must be emphasized that a 
request for documentation is not an affront, but an effort to perpetuate a record by obtain- 
ing concrete evidence which may be permanently preserved for all to examine. This procedure 
is required for every extraordinary observation irrespective of the observer.
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE SPECIES (ILLINOIS) 

Iceland Gull, Larus glaucoides 
First-winter plumage 

Date: 9 February 1992 Time: Mid-afternoon 

Location: Mississippi River below Lock & Dam 14, Moline 
waterfront, Rock Island County, Illinois 

Description: Same bird observed and no doubt reported by others. 

Large pale gull with white primaries. Overall size, including 

bill, similar to nearby Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus). 
Primary projection beyond tail quite long, approximately 

equal to bill length. y 
General ground-color of plumage a pale cafe au lait. 

Distinctly mottled above, barred on rump and undertail 

coverts. 

Rectrices concolor with upperparts, pale-tipped. No distinct 

tail band. Some faint barring noted on outer webs of outer 

rectrices. 
Primaries folded and in flight virtually all-white, distinct- 

ly paler than remainder of wing. Perhaps a suggestion of very 

pale color on innermost of these. Secondaries on folded wing 

finely mottled with irregularly-shaped markings. Tertials 

appeared solidly marked internally with mottling around the 

edges. From below, remiges translucent white. Underwing 

coverts pale cafe au lait. 
Bill color wae dirty pinkish or amber on basal half blended 

very gradually into black of distal half. Much like Figures. 

2 and 7 in Zimmer (1991). . 

Eye color dark. Legs pink. 

Behavior: Among many Herring and Ring-billed Gulls (Larus © 

delawarensis) near river bank. High-riding posture on water. 

Frequently taking flight to join small groups of Herring 

Gulls quarreling over fish. 

Voice: None heard. 

Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny, cool. Observed off-and-on 

for about an hour from 15-200 meters with Zeiss 10x40 

binoculars and various telescopes. 

Similar Species: Overall pale plumage and entirely white primaries 

rules out all but two possibilities: Glaucous Gull (Larus hyper- 

boreus) and leucistic or bleached Herring Gull. First-winter 

Glaucous observed nearby during same observation period: 

Obviously larger than all nearby Herring Gulls; massive bill, 

clearly larger than Herring Gull's, with bright pink base 

sharply demarcated from "dipped-in-ink" black tip; primary 

projection beyond tail shorter than bill. Leucistic or bleached 

Herring highly doubtful given normally pigmented soft parts, 

(dark eyes and bill, pink legs), but cannot be absolutely 

ruled out. 

Previous Experience: None with Iceland Gull. Half a dozen first- 

winter Glaucous Gulls observed in Texas and Iowa over the past 

eleven years. 
(over) 

S
e
t
e



es 

References 

Zimmer,K.J.The need s Gull complex.pp.114-130.In K.Kaufman. | 
1990, A Field Guide to Advanced Birding.Houghton Mifflin 
Co.,Boston. 

Zimmer,K.J.1991. eer Variation in "Kumlien's" Iceland: Gull:.: 
Birding 231 ~" an yt ! 

+ nee t 
° - 

‘ ‘ 
ote eww wes 

From same location,(Iowa side of "sea wall")... 

adult Great Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus 
February 2, 1992 
Huge black-mantled gull eating a fish on ice floe. 
Flanked by two Herring Gulls which were dwarfed by 
comparison. Massive cheese-colored bill with dime- 
Sized red spot at gonydeal angle. Pink legs. 

first-winter Glaucous Gull 
February 9, 1992 , 

Huge all-white gull. Larger than Herring Gulls. Massive. , 
bill with bright pink base sharply demarcated from "dipped- 
in-ink" black tip. Pink legs. 

--Randall Pinkston 
526 Reno Street 3 
Iowa City, IA 52245-3039 > 
‘Ph. (319)351-0592


