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VOTE: 7 A-P 

A-P, One bird would be unusual, but a whole flock! 

A-P, Great, definitive photos. 

A-P, Wow. I like the color copies. Looks like a classic spring 
Golden-crowned to me.



GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROWS IN HAMILTON COUNTY 

DOROTHY WILCOX 

On the morning of 4 May 1995, while I was watching some 
sparrows on a platform bird feeder about 12 feet from my 
kitchen window, I saw a male Golden-crowned Sparrow on the 
feeder. A closer look revealed that there were two more Golden- 
crowned Sparrows on the ground under the feeder. I studied the 
birds closely throughout the day, carefully noting the yellow crown and the distinct 
black line above and through the dark eye. These sparrows were slightly larger than 
the White-crowned and White-throated sparrows that accompanied them. They also 
lacked the white throat patch characteristic of the White-throated Sparrow. There were 
also several immature sparrows in this flock that I could not positively identify. I 
was able to take several photographs of these birds at the feeder 

These sparrows stayed in my yard for about two weeks, spending most of their 
time on the feeder, on the ground beneath it, or in several nearby bushes. They fed on 
black sunflower seeds I provided at the feeder and seemed less aggressive than the 
House Finches that also fed at the feeder. 

Our farm is located east of Little Wall Lake and 2.5 miles southeast of Jewell in 
Hamilton County. We have a number of trees and shrubs planted around our 
farmstead that attract a variety of birds. Since they stayed together, I assume that the 
Golden-crowned Sparrows were migrating with the White-crowned and White-throated 
sparrows. 

This species is normally found along the Pacific Coast in western North America 
but rarely wanders east during migration. The only previous record for Iowa is one 
that was caught and banded near Jamaica in Dallas County in 1976 (Burns, Jowa Bird 
Life 47:63, 1977). 7 

3575 Saratoga Avenue, Jewell, IA 50130 

I.0.U. BUSINESS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tama, 3 November 1996, 10:30 a.m.-2:07 p.m. 
Carol Thompson, presiding, Mary Kuhlman, secretary 

Present: Ann Barker, Beth Brown, Dan Dorrance, Bud Gode, Matt Kenne, Mary Kuhlman, Pete 
Petersen, Jim Scheib, Carol Thompson. 

Budget: It was moved (Gode, seconded by Brown) to approve the 1997 budget. Motion carried. 

Committee Reports 
Records: No report. 
Membership: Beth Brown reported on her continued efforts to get birding information on public radio. 

The membership committee is now responsible for the I.0.U. display. 
Publications: Ann Barker reported that Harold White is now chairman of this committee. 
Library-Historical: It was moved (Barker, seconded by Kenne) to approve Jan Walters, Barb Bettis, 

Dennis Carter and Sue Spieker for five-year terms on this committee. Motion carried. 
Nominating: The following slate of officers was proposed for the spring 1997 election: 

Pete Petersen President 
Ann Johnson Vice President 
Carol Thompson Director 
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Maridel Johnson Director 
Curt Nelson Director 

Spring Count: Pete Petersen reported he would like to increase participation. 
Field Trips: Carol Thompson reported that Russ Widener, Dick Tetrault, and Carolyn Fischer have been 

appointed to this committee. 
Environmental: No report. 
Partners in Flight: Discussed birding area recommendations. Carol Thompson will respond with 

suggestions. 
Educational Booklet: The booklet is nearly completed and will go to the printer in December. The need 

to promote sales was discussed. Carol Thompson reported that the REAP grant was not received. The 
LO.U. had agreed to a $2000 cash match as part of that grant proposal. Those funds are now freed. 

Breeding Bird Atlas: Carol Thompson reported that the book is now at the printer. Discussion ensued on 
how to facilitate distribution of the books that the 1.0.U. is buying for the schools in Iowa. 

Birdline: It was moved (Barker, seconded by Gode) to express our gratitude to Jim Fuller by paying the 
balance of his life membership. Motion carried. A presentation will be made at the spring meeting. 

Other items 
Upcoming meetings: The 1997 spring meeting will be in Sioux City on 16-18 May. The fall 1997 meeting 

will be in Iowa City on 19-21 September. 
Feeder Survey: The D.N.R. has ended its involvement with this project. The money that the LO.U. had 

previously committed is now freed and will be used to enter the data as per direction of the board. It 
was moved (Barker, seconded by Gode) to direct the president to appoint an ad hoc committee to 
determine the future of the feeder survey. Motion carried. 

Membership list: It was moved (Brown, seconded by Barker) to publish the membership list in the 
present format in the summer of 1997. Motion carried. 

1.0.U. Budget 1997 
Expenses Income 

Publications 

Iowa Bird Life 4,760 Breeding Bird Atlas 1,500 
IOU News 1,600 Education 1,000 

i Interest 1,750 
Breeding Bird Atlas 10,250 Bird Line 150 
Education 4,000 Sale of Materials 300 
Field Trips 25 Membership 2,565 
Library/Historical 25 Contributions 400 
Membership 250 Refund (from DNR) 800 
Records 400 

Winter Feeder Survey 1,300 Total $13,865 
Officers 

President 50 

Vice-President 25 

Treasurer 350 

Secretary 25 
Iowa Bird Line 450 

Total $23,510 

Note: The expenses for the Breeding Bird Atlas have been planned for and budgeted for several years 
but tthose expenses will not be incurred until 1997. Money has been set aside for several years to cover 
those expenses. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Two field guides to sparrows. After years with no specialized guide to 
sparrow identification, Iowa birders now have two: Sparrows and Buntings: A 
Guide to the Sparrows and Buntings of North America and the World 
by Clive Byers, Jon Curson, and Urban Olsson. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 
1995, 334 pp., $40 and A Guide to the Identification and Natural History 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary 
bird sightings in Iowa : 4S 2y 

What species? ColJen Choumed Spar vert How many?_ A ( fer Sure.) 

Location? 9+ DiatLirm feederand on the greund 
I OAK [Ru ra/ ) 

Type of habitat? Ag frees, Sh cu bs 
Bow GppeeK: mate 

When? date(s): May 4 95 2 Soi hine:_/_ 4m t0_ per pee 
BSI & 2 Ave SISPIVSS7 

Who?your name and address: Ls petkhy SEL [@ox.. ef es Be sb Fb /BO 2 

, f 

others with you :_ Mopars. 

others before or after you: a a Eviemuhen 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, und
er 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behav
ior. 

yee 

oe oper Shaped ‘a fhe first thing L nwtit’ed 

(Ua S 2 ae distinct black er hens Hh rewg’ Phe 

oa _ then 4 eles ish @rown) The eye was very bi 

Dreast was light Brewnish-qeay with lighte almost White) 
throat, Tt has been AR rhenrhs 476 that IT eta them 

so LT che Aor Fé em Ber CuekRY Se rta}/ They Lue re. 

oo. , 

f Fiend/y birds didn't fight at the feede,y and weren# 

, MC LY 
J 

7 y : - ao with the white RZ 

and | | uw Aite, Ctrrmne oa > pa hk p-ous S- 5 vad S&S net avsar 

st which voice was theirs : 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
white QrewUned and white hir

e at, 

deLlinite A; Lflereree ig ce Lene und Crm. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations
 about identification? I 0 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Din sCulars 

Previous experience with species and simi
lar ones: 

References and-persons consulted before wri
ting description: Jim Dins mMiore_ 

How long before field notes made? Same daw this form completed? J /fhensth s 
I 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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