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IV, Reluctantly -- it could have been a Bonaparte’s and there
isn’t enough info.to tell which it was.

V, Wrong habitat, rare, not experienced observer (with this
species, sic), no binoculars, key points missed -- tail shape,
wing detail.

IV, Does streak behind the eye mean black streak on the back
of the neck?

III, Description does not rule out imm. Little Gull
(unlikely). What was ’streak behind the eye’? Size right. Tractor
following entirely atypical. Single observer.

V, Bonaparte’s Gull not sufficiently ruled out.

V, Tail not seen (but it’s important). It is not clear what is
meant by ‘streak behind the eye’. Relative size of bird supports
Kittiwake, but occurrence in field does not. Probably a
Bonaparte’s.

IV, Description seems good as far as it goes, but incomplete.
Farmers make good birders however.



St-22
11 March 1981

Dennis Henrickson
Estherville la

Dear Dennis,

The Records Committee of the Iowa Ornithologist' Union reviewed
your report of Black-legged Kittiwake. Of the seven members,

1 thought it was an acceptable sight record, 3 thought it was
probable but lacked enough confirming detail and 3 were uncertain
as to whether it was a Kittiwake or not.

Comments made were as follows:

"It could have been a Bonaparte's and there isn't enough info to
tell which it was."

"Wrong habitat, rare, not experienced observer (with this species, sic),
no binoculars, key points missed--tail shape, wing detail."

"Does streak behind the eye mean the black streak on back of neck?"
"Description does not rule out imm. Little Gull (unlikely).

What was'streak behind the eye'? Size right. Tractor following
entirely atypical. Single observer."

"Bonaparte's Gull not sufficiently ruled out"

"Tail not seen (but it's important). It is not clear what is meant by
*streak behind the eye'. Relative size of bird supports Kittiwake,
but occurrence in field does not. Probably a Bonaparte's.”

"Description seems good as far as it goes, but incomplete.
Farmers make good birders, however."

Thank you for sharing this most interesting observation with us.

Sincerely,
-.—-—"/

o
Thomas H. Kent
Secretary, Records Committee
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