Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93

Burrowing Owl Record Number: 86-35
20 Dec 1986 ‘ Classification: A-D
Rathbun Res., Appanocose Co., IA

*Strough, *Cummins, *S. Dinsmore

also 28 Dec; IBL 57:46, 56, 78

DOCUMENTATIONS

Randal D. Strough, 20 Dec

Ray Cummins, 20 Dec

Steve Dinsmore, 28 Dec
REFERENCES

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 57:46

Field Reports: IBL 57:56

Records Committee: IBL 57:78
VOTE: 4-1I, 3-III

III, Documentations by Stough and Cummins are excellent
(especially Cummins). Briefer look by Dinsmore yielded fewer
details, except only he mentioned dark chinstrap.

II, Documentations eliminate any other possibilities.

II, Certainly unusual time for this species. .

III, Mention of leg length, habitat and actions convincing.
Seen also by others. Was it ever photographed?
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 5(;—}7
by the Records Committee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union
SPECIES: A?Zaunrzxz»}aj CCZw//
DATE SEEN: /2~-RO0—&¢
SITE OF OBSERVATION: #7 4, Aes.
» OBSERVERS: S7pougdy Cammins | S Lhzsmore
DATE OF REVIEW: &5 —=0-&"D
METHOD OF REVIEW: L
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD:I
COMMENTS::
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The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

1 = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee $

I1 = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
111 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM Vo35
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa :

What species? Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia : - How many? one

Location? APpanoose County, Lake Rathbun, 1.5 miles North on paved road to Southfork
Marina off J57 .
Type of Habitat? Open; harvested bean field west side of road, harvested corn field east
7 side of road. The ditches were mowed clean of weeds and lacked trees 9 rub
When? date(s): December 20, 1986 time: 1645 to 1705 ° s

Who? your name and address: Randal D Strough, Box 273, Moravia, Iowa 52571

Others with you: Ray Cummins, Centerville, Iowa

Others before or after you: Nno one to my knowledge

Describe the bird(s) inciudin;; only what you observed. Include size, shape. details of all parts (bill, eye.
head. neck. back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, urdertcil, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

A small earless owl about the size of a screech owl. Head round with small white spots

on forehead extending down back, background was brownish in color. white eyebrows forming
a "V", and thin white band about the throat. With horizontal barring on the belly. Legs
were long and covered with feathers, observed while standing on fence post(s). Tail very
short, hardly noticeable. When in flight the owl had long narrow wings, flapped and
glided to the next perch.

Dicgronr of ‘Jf'Sf SA&P
::bn I""’?A%

Similar species; how eliminated:

Screech Owl: a screech owl has ear tufts (except young screech owls may lack conspicuous
ear tufts). The belly has vertical barring, and lacks definate spots on head and back.
Legs are not conspicuously long. : '

Saw-whet Owl: has vertical streaked belly, and lacks conspicuously long legs. Habitat:
conifer groves, there where none in the immediate area.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? ves
» yexp ,-n.ltgwa.s my first experience with a siéfhting of'[t'ﬁrs_nature, an accidental. I

ugﬁlﬁe seé 1€ﬁat it was a burrowing owl, but the fact that it was miles from its normal range
and time of year caused me to almost disbelieve. When positively identified I had no more
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. doubts.

refer to back of page

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Observed a pair of burrowing owls nesting in
Northeastern Utah near Woodruff Reservoir, during the summer of 1984. I have observed

%cgggg}‘} SK%E i‘x}llowa and Missouri. Also, study skins & mounts. No Previous experience with
eferences ana? persons consulted before writing description: ) ) )
scription based on observations during sighting. Consulted with Ra Cummins while
observing the owl and also refered to Peterson's Field Guide to confirm our identification.

How long before field nr;-tes' made? 1/2 hour this form completed? December 23, 1986

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor {address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).
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VIEWING CONDITIONS:

The light was fading but adequate. The owl was first observed from 20 feet for
approximately three minutes. It then flew to another fence post and we observed it
from about 40 feet for about 10 minutes. It then flew again unnoticed. We found
that it had flown across the road to another fence post the same distance away. We
observed it for approximately seven minutes. We had it possitively identified by this
time and in attempting to agitate it to observe its behavior, it flew and its flight
was noted. We lost sight of it in the corn field. As we left the area heading

south we observed what we feel was the same owl sitting on a post between a quarter to
a half mile away from the first sighting. It had been approximately five minutes since
we_-lost tract of it. -

we used Bushnell Spotting Scope and binoculars 7-15 X 35 zoom. Distances were
approximated by visual observation and land marks, i.e. road ditch widths.
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LOCUMENTATION FORM
For Extracrdinary Eird 5S4 t

Others with you: _Randy Strough Moravia

Beforse or after yous Nope that I know of

Grdi=z) dncluding only what yvou chserved. Include zize. shaps,
parts (0117, eyve, head, neck, back, wing, tail,. throat, breast.
Far T

T aegs, & feet). Alzc mermtiorn vicoccoce aind behavior.
Small owl akbout zame hedigbht sz Screech Owl but thhinrer: eyves had vellow
1

£ z: hMead bhad no esar tufits, whbite eyebrow limes over each
scbad army bBlack broaderz around face, crown wazs flat amd fimely
=2 with white:, bird appeared to Jlack a neck:, back from crows to tadil
it brown with white spotzs the

WE = e gpots were bigger on the back than the
crown: . wiras arnd badl ended togetlhsr making the tadil appesr very short., both
were zamns color as back: throat wasz mostly tucked inm but zome pure whiite
fFagthers could bhe seens breast and belly waere hordzontally barred with a color
that waz z714ahtly mare rusty Tookiding theaes the back this barring became more
Elotckesd from belly ta throats: the JTowsr Teg was 172 the hedght of the body.
The b2 waz huntbing From a fance posht, when it flaw dt's fliakt was direct an
Toaw, onmcz it Jand orn & core stock before returming to the ferce raow.

Sinilar =pecdies bhew elimimated: No eartufiz, bordizontal barring, and lonmg lags
4 .

elimimated &7 cther =i lar zpecies.

Ligd amy ooe disasres oF have resarvations about the identification? _no_
If yes, s=platin:

Vigwirg comditdomsr give THigkbtdma, distance (how measured) . optical egquipment.
Tlight ws=z fair but more than adeguate for the distarnce S to 30 yd=z, 20

spotting =cope ard 10x bBinmoculars.

g
1
o

ce wWith species and shimilar on irst ziaghtiree of Burrowing
Owh, e ee Hormed, Barred, Screech,. and Shorteared i area have sean
Saw Whet and Longesrsd 40 ITowsa.

Preavioaus expe
7 1

Fice and perzoans comsulted before writding descriptdor:
-

d Guide during cbservation only

form completed? & Hrs
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DOCUMENTATION FURM

Species’Burrowing UOwl
How rlany?l ad.
Location *South Fork area of Rathbun Res., fAppanocoose Lo

Habitat Mthe bird was roosting 1n a burrow 1n & ditch

Date =28 Dec 1986

Time?2: J0-2: 32 F.M.
Observers Name and addreszsi:bteve Dinsmore, Ames

Others whio saw bivd:Ray Cummins and Tom Johnson

Description of bird:The size, profile, and head shape easily
identiftied the bird as a =mall owl. The birds upperparts and head
were light brown. The facial disks were also brown, but lighter than
the rest of the head. The bird also had a conspicuous dark chinstrap
below the bill. The underparts were light with darker horizontal bars
throughout. I could not see the long legs because the bird was
crouched at the entrance to itse burrow. After I watched the bird +for
a couple of minutes, the bird disappeared into the burrow and was not
seen again.

Similar specieg and how eliminated:The small size, dark chin, and
haorizontal bars on the underparts eliminates all other owls,

Viewing conditione and eguipment:Viewing conditions were good with the
sky heavily overcast. Estimated viewing distance was I0-40 feet. I
used Nikon 8 ¥ 23 binoculars and a Buschnell 20-45x spotting scope.

Frevious experience with species:] have seen two other Burrowing Owls
in lowa plus several in Florida and Wyoming.

References consulted:NGS Eield Guide_to_the EBirds _of North _America

How long betfore +t+ield notes were made?immediately

How long before this +torm was completed?lée hours



