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II, Size and mantle color certainly indicate this species, but
leg color is less than definite. However, quoting Grant again as
he speaks of leg color in this species, "Legs [are] deep- or
creamy-yellow: a few (as high as 3% in some large smaples) have
adult plumage but fleshy or greyish legs. These birds usally also
have dark on the bill of variable extent, and are then ageable as
probably fourth-winter which have yet to acquire full adult bare
parts coloration." (p. 104).

II, An indepth description of Lesser Black-backed Gull from
different observers. Other possibilities adequately eliminated to
draw conclusion of Lessser Black-backed Gull. Distance proved to
be a detriment but the long viewing interval helped to aleviate
the problem. a very good study by all three documentations.

II, Thanks to obvious great effort on observers part a
possible Western Gull can probably be eliminated by leg color and
because Western probably wouldn’t show so much streaking on head
and neck.

II, Saw bird fitting this description 3/12 at Red Rock Res.

II, well-described.

II, Streaked head in winter suggests LBBG and according to
Audubon’s master guide, eliminates Western and Yellow-footed
Gulls.



. . 5613
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation

by the Records Committee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: Yo >
Adf:SCQ(V“ o k- Z%k74er//é(L;4/
DATE SEEN://{(X? ?/
e =
SITE OF OBSERVATION::Slq o o E%, ;
y(\r-' £ .S,

OBSERVERS: < .

. L 5 §
4 smz:re/ ol _._‘J/-gy ) 7, /,_/,/,ﬂ/;'

DATE OF REVIEW: ,, _
O LR

Vol2 i e d
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD::ZZ:*

METHOD OF REVIEW:

COMMENTS:
//‘r./)L"/Z-lfﬁ j/’cﬂ”r/é("/.'ﬁ(.:‘ﬁf YV -1/.- B e {/7/‘74

CLISL PR /
/é"(:"/.}-f' /;‘/'/;(" 7 e O3 P i A ‘ 7L t
ANES .~257%Z (VSO fpr 727 78778,
¥ J

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = Tabeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1nq available for
review by the Committee

IT = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
IIl = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escanee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aaqreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

speclesTlesser Rlack-backed Gull
How Many™l ad.
lLocation?8Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.

Habitat¥sitting on ice above dam

Date™29 Nov 1986
TimeT10:08 A.M.~-12:10 F.M.
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Ames

Others who saw bird:Fete Wickham, Mark Brogie, Barb Wilson, Tanya
Bray, Hery Engebretsen

Description of bird:1 first noticed the bird because of its very dark
mantle as compared to Herring and Ring-billed gulls. Over the next
two houwrs, I took the following notes.

The bird was quite a bit larger thanmn a Ring-billed Gull and
slightly smaller than a Herring Gull. The mantle and wings were a
very dark gray color (not really black). In flight, the mantle and
wings were dark except for some white spots at the tips of the outer
primaries and a narrow white trailing edge on the wing. The wingtips
were darker than the rest of the wings and mantle. The underwing was
very dark in the primaries and lighter near the rear of the wing. The
bird also showed a dark carpal bar on the underwing in flight. In
flight, the tail and rump were entirely white. The head and
underparts were white except for some brown speckling on the breast
and heavy brown streaking on the head and nape. There was a dark
smudge around the evye. The bill was mostly vellow with a red spot
near the tip of the lower mandible and some dusky color near the base
of the bill. The legs were mostly pale and had a yellowish caste
under good light. The feet appeared pinkish in the best light. When
the bird was resting, its wingtips extended beyond the tail. After
checking some of Barb Wilson's gull references that she had with her,
we decided that the bird was molting from 2rd summer plumage to adult
plumage. The bird had acquired most of its adult plumage.

Similar species and how eliminated:Great Black-backed Gull was
eliminated by the smaller size, contrast between the wingtips and the
rest of the wing, and by the heavy streaking on the head(head should
be mostly white on a Great Black-backed Gull). California Gull was
eliminated by the darker mantle, darker underwing and dark carpal bar,
lack of a dark spot on the bill, and by the dark smudge at the base of
the bill{this is characteristic of 3rd summer Lesser Black-backed
Gulls and is never present on California Gulls).

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent
with the sun bahind us and the sky partly to mostly cloudy. Estimated
viewing distance was Z50-3I00 yards at closest. 1 used a Buschnell
20-45x spotting scope.
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Frevious experience with species:] haven 't seen any other Lesser
Blck—-backed Gulls, but I have seen numerous Great Black—-backed and
California gulls.
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How long before field notes were made?on spot

-

How long betfore this form was completed?? hours after sighting
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LES5ER ELACE BACEED GULL

Sayiorvii e Heservolr, Folk Countv. lowa
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UDescription:

Mear Adult Plumage (3rd summer going into 4th winter)

Size: Sligntiviperhaps one 1nch) smaller than adult -,
Hervring Gull in direct comparison. 1 would
estimate the birds were less than one foot apart.
When the LEBG stood next to a Ring-billed Gull,
the Lesser Black-backed was much 1arger, chunkier,
and generally more massive looking.

Marmtles:s Dark Slate bBray, several shades darker than the
Hervring and Ring-bills present. It was quite easy
to reiocate this bird by the dark mantlie.

Upper Wings: In flight, dark slate gray with black tips to
primaries. The dark tips had only a few white
spots. Very noticeable white trailing edge to
Wwing.

At rest, the wings were long, extending to or
beyond the tail. The white trailing edae formed

a white band that appeared continuous across the
wing at about the base of the tail. Another white
area (like a squarish patch) was visibie at the
rump which | assume to be the white leading esdge
of the wing.

Urderwing: In flight: blackish outer primaries; pale
gray 1nner primaries and secondaries, becoming
almost siivery near body. Lesser underprimary
coverts black. All other coverts, gray to dark

gray .
Tavrl : Completelyv white.
Head : White heavily mottled and streaked with buff. The

buft+ extended down the sides of the neck and on

the si1des of the breast. The forehead and front
part ot the crown were less streaked and 1ooked

white.

Bill & Dutl vellow, dusky at the base. Slender and lona,
not massive as in Greater Black-backed Gull .
ODarker spot on lower mandible near tip. I could
not distinguish the color. Bill seemed more
slender than Herring Guill.
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Breast and pel v White

l.egs Gravisn—-vellow. Feet with pink webs.
Uistance: 300 vards

Eguipment: IS5 x scopes 40 x scope

tehavior:s Stood on ice with thousands of Herring and
Ring-billed Guils. For several minutes, sliept with bill
tucked 1n and body covering legs! Finally got up, walked
around, affording good size comparisons with the other two
gulls. bdegan making short flights, landing on ice, at one
time picking at fish laying on ice. When we returned 1ater
that afternoon, the gull was not visibie. Majority of gulils
had moved much +arther out onto lake, or were teeding below
the dam.
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