
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Record Number: 86-13 
29 Nov 1986 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore, *Bray, *Wilson 
LBL, S7:1i7, 77 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore 
Tanya Bray 
Barbara L. Wilson 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:17 
Records Committee: IBL 57:77 

VOTE: 7-I1 

II, Size and mantle color certainly indicate this species, but 
leg color is less than definite. However, quoting Grant again as 
he speaks of leg color in this species, "Legs [are] deep- or 
creamy-yellow: a few (as high as 3% in some large smaples) have 
adult plumage but fleshy or greyish legs. These birds usally also 
have dark on the bill of variable extent, and are then ageable as 
probably fourth-winter which have yet to acquire full adult bare 
parts coloration." (p. 104). 

II, An indepth description of Lesser Black-backed Gull from 
different observers. Other possibilities adequately eliminated to 
draw conclusion of Lessser Black-backed Gull. Distance proved to 
be a detriment but the long viewing interval helped to aleviate 
the problem. a very good study by all three documentations. 

II, Thanks to obvious great effort on observers part a 
possible Western Gull can probably be eliminated by leg color and 
because Western probably wouldn’t show so much streaking on head 
and neck. © 

II, Saw bird fitting this description 3/12 at Red Rock Res. 
II, well-described. 
II, Streaked head in winter suggests LBBG and according to 

Audubon’s master guide, eliminates Western and Yellow-footed 
Gulls. 7
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The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

ITI = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category aqreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

speciesTLesser Black-backed Gull 

How Manyyl ad. 

Location ’Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. 

Habitat Ysitting on ice above dam 

Date Ve? Nov 19°86 

Time?10:08 A.M.-12:2:10 FM. 

Gbservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:Fete Wickham, Mark Brogie, Barb Wilson, Tanya 

Bray, Kery Engebretsen 

Description of bird:!I first noticed the bird because of its very dark 

mantle as compared to Herring and Ring-billed gulls. Over the next 

two hours, I took the following notes. © 

The bird was quite a bit larger than a Ring-billed Gull and 

slightly smaller than a Herring Gull. The mantle and wings were a 

very dark gray color(not really black). In tlight, the mantle and 

wings were dark except for some white spots at the tips of the outer 

primaries and a marrow white trailing edge on the wing. The wingtips 

were darker than the rest of the wings and mantle. The underwing was 

very dark in the primaries and lighter near the rear of the wing. The 

bird also showed a dark carpal bar on the underwing in flight. In 

flight, the tail and rump were entirely white. The head and 

underparts were white except for some brown speckling on the breast 

and heavy brown streaking on the head and nape. There was a dark 

smudge around the eye. The bill was mostly yellow with a red spot 

near the tip of the lower mandible and some dusky color near the base 

of the bill. The legs were mostly pale and had a yellowish caste 

under good light. The feet appeared pinkish in the best light. When 

the bird was resting, its wingtips extended beyond the tail. After 

checking some af Barb Wilson's gull references that she had with her, 

we decided that the bird was molting from 2rd summer plumage to adult 

plumage. The bird had acquired most of its adult plumage. 

Similar species and how eliminated:Great Black-backed Gull was 

eliminated by the smaller size, contrast between the wingtips and the 

rest of the wing, and by the heavy streaking on the head(head should 

be mastly white on a Great Black-backed Gull). California Gull was 

eliminated by the darker mantle, darker underwing and dark carpal bar, 

lack of a dark spot on the bill, and by the dark smudge at the base of 

the bill(this is characteristic of 3rd summer Lesser Black-backed 

Gulls and is never present on California Guils). 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with the sun bahind us and the sky partly to mostly cloudy. Estimated 

Viewing distance was 250-2300 yards at closest. I used a Buschnell 

2£0O-45x snatting scope.
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Frevious experience with species:I haven't seen any other Lesser 

Blck-backed Gulls, but I have seen numerous Great Hlack~-backed and 

California quills. 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to _ the Birds ot North America eee ~” ~_—_— - . eee oneee 

How long before field notes were made? ‘on spot 

oe a4 

How long before this form was completed’s hours after sighting



6l-/= 

LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL 

paylorviiie Keservoir, Folk County, Lowa 

Movember “9S, 1966 

Time: /0.30 am —//! Zo om 

Hiescriptians 

Near Aduit Plumage (3rd summer going into 4th winter) 

: bligntiyiperhaps one inch) smalier than adult +, 

Herring bull in direct comparison. I would 

estimate the birds were less than one foot apart. 

When the LEBG stood next to a Rina-billed Gull, 

the Lesser Black~backed was much jiarger, chunkier, 

and generally more massive looking. 

if
} (~ « « 

@WLs 

Manties Tark Siate Gray, several shades darker than the 

Herring and Rina-bills present. It was quite easy 

to relocate this bird by the dark mantie. 

lipper Winges In fiight, dark slate gray with black tips to 

primaries. The dark tips had only a few white 
spots. Very noticeable white trailina edge to 
WING. 3 

At rest, the wings were long, extending to or 

beyond the tail. The white trailing edge formed — 

a white band that appeared continuous across the 

Wing at about the base of the tail. Another white 

area (iike a squarish patch) was visibie at the 

rump which 1 assume to be the white leading edge 

of the wing. 

Underwings In tiight: blackish outer primaries; paie 

gray inner primaries and secondaries, becoming 

almost silvery near body. Lesser underprimary 

moverts black. Al] other coverts, gray to dark 

Gray. 

Talis Campietely white. 

Heads White Neavily mottled and streaked with buff. The 

buft extended down the sides of the neck and on 

the sides ot the breast. The forehead and front 

part of the crown were less streaked and looked 

white. 

Bills Tull yellow, dusky at the base. Slender and lona, 

not massive as in Greater Black-backed Gull. 

Tarker spot on lower mandible near tip. I could 

mot distinguish the color. Bill seemed more 

slender than Herring Gull.
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breast and KHelivy: White 

(eas: Graylenhn-yellow. Feet with pink webs. 

Wistance: 300 yards 

Equipment: 25 «x Scope; 40 « scope 

Hehavior: Stood on ice with thousands of Herring and 

Rinmg-bitled Guiles. For several minutes, slept with bill 

tucked in and body covering legs! Finally got up, walked 

around, atfording good size comparisons with the other two 

gulils. Kegan making short flights, landing on ice, at one 

time picking at fish laying on ice. When we returned later 

that afternoon, the guil was not visibie. Majority of gulis 
had moved much farther out onto lake, or were feeding below 

the dam. 

‘faass /- & wih. Coe JS AAS ajlrn Sight< irr 
v) : U 
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L. ¢Sigar Bleck - backe 2 Goll ~|! 38 Aleveuheae 1906 

Saylerville Resevoir , VARIG anita © Bena. 

Deseniption: The gull stood, preened, Slept, walks? orice with Savero? hondeed 
a ulls. Zventnalh, it Flew Sarteo” shert Clights. A so -size# ull, Je finde, 

aA Sire Smaller on o~ Hevring, in clos compar isom let Sanerad Sire lovee 

Pron a Rang billed Calsee’ direct comparisem). Also chunkirey t heavier built Hen a 
Ra ns, - boiled. Onrer all He bid was wilh wi dell 5 markt: . 

Bills He bill wos hacd & O22. b—- occas ronal. knelt. oot wooed lsglis at uf. 

VF Wo yarns, bri ghteat at tf. tp. there Wao rl before fe fp — wane pod Sok, 
7 ) | 

"Te Weatav o So was dre En on tHe Side. Bill lone), note sapterall the, or Shout: 

NeD:  Foehaed rset whit. Back f heed taidss + book of mek 

Nook, matted coth y bron. Adee ape Oroeed He ane 

wep the bind clagt uodh BMD teckel unter Th wing. Rath, witch. 
Mewte: dok Hy RDeGFniled, not black. Bleek of Laing Hes blend s 

0 adned.., into on do-it = ea an tons Wives (He vo Wot. nH os Winn Hp s. 

Ruwp a ae : al nd nd NW 6 dg AL +p on be, 

, Lege | De dread heed 4 bale He La color + oF He spat distencr 

Buse Woe realy bord te wee, Mos the aa Arye peor Hare on ndatteminadr 

hints color, + Ginn Gemadloal Cakes or . Gob Lpted Ps wee 

yellows, prebett, ethe front, We decid? Han mick bea ducky mM 
sv brownish color eharwho re tout Wie in mot raat atone Page nor FoF 

ure com Denk y See He : Hadith Waring Geclla nia Wx 

Unser side ef Wing | F Vighit fonHfars von dk. Black pot + distf 

f umberwing, Proboble te sraser conte, 
Le decide” Ha 61-2 was a smb Y th - woinia, bi-Q whih ho mold 

into Pe ORS lor byt was in ths Prvcirao vir-jn To oD 

a + (a. an 2 On Our oon & dst oo © pie 

rteetotta . 

Descriptm woritten Movember 30 Gam noke telen dering He Sighting.
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California Gull ovr bird woes much boleorae + tee dole fey Hic specie: 

V aii nw Si TN - | 

: Tonge + Q disrr ers to Saylor vile Riéavecr to lovk Spy rori Hes. 

backs dD Gull. We dove up te Grd « Small cluster of birders + telescopes 
on te Gat C Lsest) Scan fe ousrlook on tts een Sian Divs Wy OK wsollcs) “yp to 

Pony Has me, [scared On lossa, Black -babs G6 ol [. , 

Monkhe & qu anwar mile Quan, We Used 20 -¢5 ~ telescopes. The bid 

was north of uo. Vo wind of first, Loder gh le hot bronze, Sky ieee 

Senny ,beeeming Iihotly em ous est. We watcha te bird t ot 

Poon ay bu Grovwt peblisldD in OoemS. Bi phe. We comnsidiadD+ 
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