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VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA

A-D, Coloration of primaries, lack of tail band, and lack of
secondary bar indicative of first winter Iceland Gull.

A-D, This one is a struggle, but after reviewing Zimmer's
article again, I will somewhat reluctantly vote for it. Lack of
any tail band puts this bird in a fairly small sector of the
population of 1st winter Icelands, a fact I find troublesome for
a vagrant bird. I have difficulty interpreting the description of
the primaries. Were just the tips white? Some of the best
identifiers for Iceland--bill size and shape, wing-extension, and
tertial pattern--are not described, probably because the bird was
seen only in flight. However, the bird is obviously not a
Glaucous or a Thayer's. The probability of it actually being an
Iceland as opposed to an aberrant something else is fairly high.

A-D, With all the possible wvariation, lack of secondary bar
may be the only rock-solid mark for separating Kumlien's from
Thayer's.

A-D, Lack of tail band unusual, but strongly favors Iceland
over Thayer's. Faint tail bands are sometimes difficult to see.
All dark bill excludes Glaucous.

NA, The only feature suggestive of Kumlien's not Thayer's is
'absence of a tail band'. No details on primary pattern noted
other than general coloration. Pale Thayer's Gull not
conclusively eliminated. Bill shape and size not
described--critical for questionable birds.

RE-VOTE (at meeting 4/19/98]: 6 A-D, 1 NA
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