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Kent, T. H. 1983. Sabine's Gull at Saylorville Reservoir. 
Iowa Bird Life 53:105-106 

Sabine’s Gull at Saylorville Reservoir — On November 10, 1983 an unusual gull 
was noted flying over the Saylorville Reservoir dam by Dr. Bery Engebretson as 
he drove to work. He notified Eugene and Eloise Armstrong who identified the bird 
as a juvenile Sabine’s Gull and spread the word to other birders. 

The following description is a composite of twelve documentations from the 
numerous individuals who saw the bird from November 10 to 23. This small gull, 
about two-thirds the size of a Ring-billed Gull, exhibited a fast, graceful, tern-like 
flight as it foraged for small fish, probably gizzard shad, in the choppy waters 
below the Saylorville Reservoir dam. It would feed for about five minutes before 
flying up over the dam where it became lost among the hundreds of ring-bills; once 
it was spotted resting on the water. Carl Bendorf heard it utter a short, raspy 
‘‘RAAWK’”’ as it flew over the dam. Dependably, it returned every 30 to 45 minutes 
for more of the tiny fish in the spillway waters. The upperwing pattern could be 
spotted from a great distance. The outer primaries and their coverts were black; 
the inner primaries and outer secondaries and some of their coverts provided a 
Sharply cut off white triangle; and the somewhat mottled, dark brown inner 
coverts and mantle completed the three-toned wing. The brown of the mantle 
extended up over the neck and top of the head and onto the side of the neck to form 
a smudged collar. From beneath the wing pattern was clearly evident in my best 
photo, but not as striking as when seen from above. The forehead, throat, un- 
derparts, and tail were white except for a black band (reported as subterminal by 
some) on the slightly forked tail. The bill was black and eye dark, with light 
edge seen by one observer. Legs were variously described as black and of medium 
tone. 

Sabine’s Gull nests in the high arctic around the arctic circle and spends the 
rest of its life at sea, migrating in the eastern Pacific Ocean to wintering grounds 
off of Peru and in the eastern Atlantic Ocean to southwest Africa. The long 
migration begins early as typified by the sixty or so midcontinent records since 
1960. Fifty of these records, which are widely distributed from Saskatchewan and 
Ontario in the north to Texas and Louisiana in the south, are equally divided over 
September and October, with the ten remaining records from November and 
December. There are also one to three records from April, May, June, July, and 
August. Records are most likely on the Great Lakes, with the most (11) from 
Illinois, but the one to eight sightings per year may occur anywhere in mid- 
continent. Most are juveniles. 

Sabine’s Gull, Saylorville Dam, 17 Nov. 1983, photo by Jack Holloway 
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Kent, T. H. 1983. Sabine's Gull at Saylorville Reservoir. 

Towa Bird Life 53:105-106. (cont) 

106 IOWA BIRD LIFE - 53, 1983 

Sabine’s Gull is unusual in that juveniles do not moult into first winter plumage 
until reaching the wintering grounds. Other immature gulls in Iowa arrive in first 
winter plumage. Both juvenile and adult plumaged Sabine’s Gulls are un- 
mistakable because of their wing and back pattern. 

There are four previous Iowa sightings of Sabine’s Gull. Bartsch (1899) shot 
juvenile birds north of Burlington on October 15, 1891 and October 12, 1894. The 

specimens are at the University of Iowa. Another specimen in juvenile plumage, 
now at the Putnam Museum, was taken by W. L. Allen in Scott County (DuMont 
1933), but no date was recorded. The fourth sighting is of a bird at Clear Lake on 
September 25, 1970 (Brown 1971, Knoop 1983). Knoop saw the bird flying west, low 
and close to shore, noted ‘‘a definite black: and white pattern on the back’”’ and 

. identified the bird from books. She assumed the bird to be an adult because, while 
viewing the books, she could not recall seeing any tail markings. Although the 
details of the latter sighting are meager, confusion with an immature Black-legged 
Kittiwake seems unlikely because of the early date and because no black terminal 
tail band, black half-collar band, or light mantle were noted. 
sighting is of a bird at Clear Lake on September 25, 1970 (Brown 1971, Knoop 1983). 

Knoop saw the bird flying west, low and close to shore, noted “‘a definite black and 

white pattern on the back” and identified the bird from books. She assumed the 

bird to be an adult because, while viewing the books, she could not recall seeing 

any tail markings. Although the details of the latter sighting are meager, confusion 

with an immature Black-legged Kittiwake seems unlikely because of the early 

date and because no black terminal tail band, black half-collar band, or light 

mantle were noted. REFERENCES 

Bartsch, P. 1899. Xema sabinii and Chordeiles virginianus sennetti — Two addi- 

tions to Iowa avifauna. Auk 16:86. 
Brown, W. H. 1971. Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 41: 25-29. 

DuMont, P. A. 1933. A Revised List of the Birds of Iowa. Iowa City: University of 

Iowa. 
Knoop, P. 1983. Letter to T. H. Kent. 

T. H. KENT, 211 Richards St., lowa City 52240.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: SABINE*S GULL 

DATE SEEN: Nov 10, 1983 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: polk County, Iowa 

OBSERVERS: Eugene and Eloise Armstrong 

DATE OF REVIEW: January 1984 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Mailed to Records Committee 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: i-P 

COMMENTS : This bird was well-documented and seen by almost every interested 
birder in Iowa. The birding community is very appreciative of the 

prompt notige given by the observers of the bird's presence§ 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate alii tiaiceans 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. , 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record. 

Classification is based on the highest —— areas upon by six of seven 
committee members. ,



(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) Kr-~s \ 
7-23 rf 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Sct bine's fon te || . 2. Number: O RS. 

] Location Ta ‘ lwate rs of Sayhy ville Da m > Pp, i K Coun ty, 7 aia .. ' yo 

&. Date: N ov. SO 144 34 5. Time Bird seen: J, /S ce 606 KS 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Size af 3B lackheaded gul)s - gull Shaped-STriking three tone wing 

Pattern - Muter five Primary 's Black -in
ter primavys tuh/te ~/an te / and 

Nape Soft brewn- Secondarys white - Fevehead white - Tail-moderatel
y 

Covked with a bick Filipe. Oe” Bill and feet, 

~~, 
‘ 

7. Description of voice, if heard: None 

8. Description of behavior: Jer” like motions While feed in 4- 

Hanted Lose te the water Savtace, 

9. Habitat - general: 
specific: 

hav ze body of water 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Little Gall and Kiss: uake 

ll. Distance (how measured)? /5 a es be yound ae -12. Optical equipment: 7% 35 
| Bashnell's 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): . 

Madevately bright overcést - Obscuvgd San | | 
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Nene - Black Legged Kills wake 
15. Other cbservers: Bery Ing/eb vetson- Eugene Armsteoan¢ - 

16. Did the others agree with ycur identification? f¢s 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 3 
Dick 4 Yauly Moe ey - JomKent - Peter Petersen-~ Tom Stout -Car] Ben dovf 
i we eo ye- Joe Scha uken ae = 

18. Oks, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Late Abd: Book Birds of NA, by Robbins 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 2X¥ Ars. 

4 14... ve On er Tere | Address: 
Signature 7 7 : 

nate: Ze’, II, 452 ; a Ame ae te oe $403 

(over) 

_—



| 63-33 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? SABES Gute How many? / 

Location? Ap RUMLLE Drm SMELL 1 nAy Pozk Co, 

Type of habitat? | 

When? date(s): // AbuemperR 1783 vine. OLE Ae GHG MH - ee 

Who?your name and address: Chec Pepper 825 77% fue Low Cn A Sr2wH 

others with you: /om hm, Tou Thr, hey Leterccon 

others before or after you: M oo. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details | 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

sna a4 25% cil thm vot «2B; bids. iihicas 

hyre.c, and longa wat Rad bk. “igh , ’ 

tet 

Fane 

bee we tugl Es 7 oe 
( tr taaghe — - = “es tracts td qo ) 0, 4 

ter a, inten , SU fyetud ve (Th pire, Blah 
. ¥ ad MY hae smth a hhh, 

Shot , Marge ara / ft 2 a —- 

lular hud! Miu fifitae Ou spill : nt usted | how ane 

bak mich tipped dow it ‘tent tatu, bk 

wo typral Juwmile PAdmapecl Sabrrej Gull. 
Sinflar aie and how eliminated: ee dutk. Z; | ls sta,’ . . 

ae, paDrn 3 Oi drugs Ke A th; Siler-ep | ” 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Vo. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

1X35 Bees, good outscut light , 20 1 150 Yds, ex Exallaf- 

Batre diper tence with species and similar ones: gig. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? 30 Mates this form completed? /@ dave. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



§3-33 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Sabine’S Gaff  —- Juvén lt How many? / 

Location? | Savory ME Réecpyror Sp thang atta 

Type of habitat? 

When? date(s): Afjuemser_1/ 1793 time: 6:55 ,,, to % B40 -F45 a» 

Who?your name and address: 7, Acute des Srp. Tt 93/-Summ,t Leer €/% 

others with you: cay/ Beachet Tom kéat fete FeV ¢n 

others before or after you: nee & Lose Armsrreng 
—___—, if 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

A Small gull with glag- brawn upper paris Fram ¢ VOW?) OVE Nape y Adand 

hindnéth ina collar Fashion, ane Hing on 10 mantle Scapulars @ Nel Pew) 

WING Covyerts of inner wing . Cuter primaries were Sold bites jaclad:n 

Gea FE Gover ts. S€CandaNiesS and innér primarrés Formed a Salid 7 

whi te Wide b divi'd ng ThE gray brown avéa Frgyn ThE black —— 

Rump and tail whitl with qa blach sab terming/ band . Ta, / wan 5 forked. 
Fovehtad face nd veal whe Yt Suet lech bill | dark legs ourk éyé. 

badinecrs Vere untish. Underwing also ahi tshwith a Faink dark 
barn innevwing betaten whith séconderi tS and LovertS. Irv — TS had blah Trash i Edge | 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
WO orhér gull has Such Q Str thing Tricolore afPCGraneh 9vEC tg afper parts. 

Blac -bysey [Li tthe has a Ported tal with black band bak hes aol'stin ck "WI" AO 1g upfe farrs, 
Littié 9qN abo has 4°" " paltern evlf The uf fCr par 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ya 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

OvelCasl ao san = 1x b nocalars | ee 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: and one Live gull an ntu.b ia Chicago 
none — observed: mang aaasO 

close ebscrvaritns of Bonapsite's gui! over TAC posT 
References and persons consulted before writing description: —_ Taw heek, 

/ +4 4 BEPOIE sacl, enews ‘ng that IL would be look Ong For a Sabinés gull, mang Zard&$ wet Cansealted kay ead ing Cranty 

How long before field notes made? mage immedukly affee this form completed? “65 rhe, 3o5hes 
bse rvat On 

MAT! TN T H Kant Fiald Ranarte Fditar 211 Richarde Street. Towa Citv TA 52240 

herp. ' Son 



' Stu - full © bepert 
Pe teen — tLLinors ‘ “/ 3-35 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Sabi nes Cul) 2. Number: / 

3. Location Daylovville ee ?,/ bo 

4. Date: Nov, [| Li ee 5. Time Bird seen: 6. ‘or to 7.00 Ay 
eG Vi TORAH - blue 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the wet 

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Suall 4 all ust PGen Gly san Hee 4h au —— rau yey Ry 7 bills-a b: ‘t 
bs SU, eat 

vent bs Ali ylach ge? at diet | 1p Drown Aveda on Soren, ~ 

Vache ca anal gr Ww. "Ths tc cea bly ‘Syl Some davl a (OX Fermin yo 

roam ST Suan g hind nosh. Wit 5 ares wey Ducane v b lack — ublite - see slid" 

7. Description of voice, if heard: net k eared by Ue 

ol hier Std ce AeF lake a bove ob 
Ao Leeds beh EF eilluasy- Ce £5 S-¥ P/YOk AS = 8. Description of behavior: 

aug then trom da us 
9. Habitat - general: %,., avtle Res ~. : , | 

specific: Va oe efly r hannel below spilleag, —, la (River 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

B[~(5. Liffpuele ~ ~bishcva bed Due rn be ck
, +rcaugle o $ brewa Out 

Ce ve vts , Deora okt: 76 “dive carte a
e 

SPucndksey 

1. Ppistance (how measured)? 2004 yards st ' J, ~cavlye be. 2. Optical equipment: soy ¥o Weve 

25-3e MOY (arvere bs 

13. Light (sky, — : ae ee ee ae n in relation to bird and you): 

chi” hear 

14. Previous AES hacky oa this species and s =—— appearing species: — ort 

West pov vt, Wa, (a 64 476 = oe 

15. Other observers: Tow Leut, Tew steudt, Col Gender 
F, be “ho » bx Ge : S 

ve 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? yer , , Armas “Cuy, 

706 Khas ei 

Tt om Dins ig, 2 
18. Books, illustrations and advice consultea, and how did ~hese infiuence this description: 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: GC eue Parnes 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 

no 

Date: Af Tarr, he la ¥ 3 City, State: OD drtefto 4 « 5 AFOF_ 

S
 

(over)



DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Sabine‘s Gull (1 juv.), 11 Nov 1983, 

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St. Towa City IA 32240 

Other observers: Peter Petersen, Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt, Eugene 

and Eloise Armstrong, Jim Dinsmore, Joe Schaufenbuel; also seen at 

different time by Dick and FP. Mooney. Bird found by local person 

and identified on 10 Nov by the Armstrongs. 

Time: 7 AM and 8:45 AM 

Habitat: Spillway below major reservoir. 

Notes from 7:35 AM: “Smaller than Ring-billed Gull-—-but not seen 

with any other bird for comparison. Black primaries, dark (color 

not seen) over mantle extending up neck to top of head. Tail 

Slightly notched with black tip. Dark (gray) of top of head 

contrasted with light anterior neck. Underparts light (white). Legs 

and bill not seen. Fast flying gull." 

At 8:45 I was concentrating on taking pictures, so let others make 

additional observations at close range. The striking W wing pattern 

could be seen from a great distance. The bird fed up and down the 

spillway as we observed from the edge. ! 

Song: heard by Bendorf and Staudt as it flew over dam. 

Behavior: smaller, faster flying gull than ring—-bills present at 

8:45; tended to bank and make sharp turns as it picked up small 

fish. 

Conditions: 40 feet over our head as it flew over dam at 7 AM; 

about same distance later at spillway. 

Similar species: Mantle and neck color clearly separates this 

species from immature Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Agreement: no doubts. 

Previous experience: none, have seen immature Kittiwakes. 

References/time used: Looked at several books prior to, between, 

and after observations. 

Time of notes/typed: Quoted notes 1/72 hour; final S hours. 

Note: Previous Iowa records are 

15 Oct 1891, Burlington, specimen at U. of Iowa 

12 Oct 1894, Burlington, specimen at U. Of Iowa 

no date (prior to 19007), Scott Co., specimen at Putnam M. 

fall 1970, Clear Lake, no details, Iowa Bird Life 41:27



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? _Sabine's Gull | | How many? one 

Location? spillway at Saylorville Dam, Polk County 

Type of habitat? fast moving water 

When? date(s); 11 Nov 1983 | time: 8.30 to 8:35 a.m. 

Who?your name and address: James Dinsmore, Dept Animal Ecology, ISU, Ames 

others with you: Joe Schaufenbuel, Tom Kent, Pete Petersen, Karl Bendorf, Gene Armstrong, etc 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 7 

size appeared smaller than the Ring-billed Gulls it was with, and also was somewhat 
more agile in flight than the ring-bills 

Bill black Eye black 

Head fore part of head largely white, back of head and top of neck was brownish with 
that color extending on to back 

Tail distinctly notched, mostly white but with black at tip of feathers in notch 

Wing distinctly three colored with the brown on the feathers near the base about the 
same color as the back of body (see diagram) 

Lung - Vira sr i. 
eo 

Similar species and how eliminated: Little Gull-too large, no white "gap" on back of head/neck 

Black-legged Kittiwake--this bird had SENCLaGe.y black and brown areas on top of wing with 

a white area as shown above Bonaparte's Gull-ditto kittiwake, also tail was notched 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ™° 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: 

about 30 - 40 yards away (estimated) 6 x 30 binoculars 

2 Previous experience with species and similar ones: uss was <eke species, anes setli 

Bonaparte's Gull 
ie. and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? this form completed? 10 hours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Middlewestern Piairie Region 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) x3-35 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD, 

*, Species SABINES GULL 2. Number: ONE 

3. Location SPILLWAY SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR | 
= SEEW Foe 

4. Date: NOVMBER id. 1923 5. Time Bird seen: 3:2% PM to 76 secon oncy 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
Awie only what actually was seen in the field): A sna Git, ; ABour THE 512E€ 

oF A FRANKUN OR BONAPARTE'S, WHITE Ow FOP oF HEAD, DARIC SLOTCH - ne | 3 - (D (wine cron a DEHN CTE, THROAT, BREAST WHITE ~ TIe oF eae | TO WRIST THEN Yow 
To PABouvT Nino 

SOOTY theow)\ G) ® 8 DOLE oF icin LIGHT anor OTRiAanGe oF SECOND ARIS WH ITE 

GRAY HITE ACI AMM SHOULDER A SooTY BROWN GRAY 
WHI 

LIGHT TRIANGLE 

PLACE 
Aription of voice, if heard: NONE 

BIRD APPEARED FROM SOUTH SWOOPED DOWN TO WATER, THEN 

Rose AND WEVT ovEe DAM 

9. Habitat - general: RESERVOIR 
specific: SPILLWAY OF ReseRvoIR, RAPID Panag WATE & INTO RIVER 

8. Description of behavior: 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

FRANKLIN QND BonAPARTE's GuiLs Po NoT HAVE WHITE TRIANGLE Q@ ow T6P OF WING 

BonAPARTE'S DoNT HAVE BLACK TerAnce © 6w PRIMARIES. ON FRANKLINS GULL BLACK 

LOCATED oneT ON TIP OF WING ann POSS EXTEND TO Weisd Bust ELC 

11. Distance (how measured)? Ug yarns (estimate) 12. Optical equipment: ¢ y4o 

3 CLOUDY 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): gun aun UGHT 
: BeninOD 

14, Previous experience with this “—o and similarly appearing species: 7 

NEVER SEEN fe Fore 
15. Other cbservers: 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: ECuGENE ARMSTRONG, CARL BENDORE 

18, Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

GOLDEN BirosS OF NoeTH AMERICAN 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? SANE DAY 

II 0+t3 . Address: IS WeST 

Signature U 

Date:  Noyemuece ag 14%&3 ‘City, State: COLO, TowA S005G | 

(over)



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa g3-3? 

What species? Sabie! est Lm How many? | 

Location? eee ‘Damn eo = 

Type of habitat? 2 us Le Ons OQ an 
, 5 s OO 6t+S 

When? date(s*): ye Nor ‘S$ time: Ftoo'™o AG Aa 

Who?your name and address: N\ NiO, Nie 

others with you: SNe sien , B+ C re Or Das. S Pumas 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under — 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention m1 and er dias 

Smo 5 73 x Sige 
Moule ee Corcrty ee par wr ts oh 

msting.. Primorz ea 

nee A IMCA Les + 9 carvefleatons or Cshite FAV Ong Re at A2a 2 Qxe Pa ng 

ateQ™ on Wnclers wag t loss’ elast me Tod ufute, ; sk 

= eg IN OQARLUD bla ck te rmuna
l oars on adl bat asAuiswaill (es 

cf exsud Q — irs peiiwmn CarahecR+ Pret * vet o
an 

se ig Sot fe eenlge ot base
 —— Lous | Cx Doren 

wee , Buf nar ye ny Fes cee head A fe
m | nettle, very Mork Aree 

Vena ole. 

Luunpbect quickert+ Sharthruren Tro, lithe Stick mon aapen 

paiiciagtis _< and Sharper 
—< : ai TT 1.2, 

Tust tuve , ate. hens: Sonal | Fish oe SS Cerne? COne ) COM s Och | 

Ranger. fish ——— a woth 

Simil d how eli ted: Ser sri at inet Sahin ut as Seals Se 
whe pele tup SS Wong » rot fit Lams at of PUMA 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? @ 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical clondy heen, 

So 3x40 bivecn Ons. Li Ad Pawn: heavy nen Clon 

Previous experience with species an ie we} Heasac. Seer. Sabwee culls+ 

References and persons consulted peinang W ri peer Sramscrlae O Pre Sates 

Made uowSpspi Mo ofS Covsct 3 
How long before field notes made? this form completed? i. 2? 9 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species?_ Sabine 's Gull | How many? C \veni/e ) 

Location?_Say brville Reservoir = folk Cp, Lowa 

Type of habitat?_sohuyy i ee ee 
7 , Iwo sisdhtines 

when? date(s): Jpu./2, (93 time:_ 700/71 to_/o loituty oben? Sage 
Who?your name and address: Rabe.t kK Mvers /2z Cy luis foe labors Paes 

- 7 - i 

others with you:_ Avec Wore } [fuss Hays | 

others before or after you:_wacay betore and ote 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Fel marks aen hos be shown 

or a Scelth of Tre bie 

ED, 
Pecan as 

bh legs, eyes ¢hi// were of, _ Wiens 

: ae belows excep fF So, 7 <— Shallew “yin tail 
©x huok; ~, “i Pa 

Just = oP bream mantel «neley Len : Bic ae 
3. : “< i : Wh ite tes ack sf TE minal hon 

, /s SIL e oo? K £ a. et dank Te Ongles 
ing “b.//s bi 

oil Pm about Some, wkd 

The biked would Com ahout eve 
smeHf Rish, ond ge beck ever don, e Sr AYIA 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
ying Secenc/ fish. 

Fisst-aunter kiMwweka hes semeahal sijn: le, Tall & eit | 
: shrecl@n sai eo mg poltsr n bat p ae , 

On a bkick Collar on he pe oF eke
. Grea boc & 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? _ UO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
 equipment: 

ClosesT Viewing obout Z3o' canlh FuBs Bee bikeculoys ~ 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: wowed wilt Sabnes, but hove 

Seen Glock -legs ed kKilliwe ke 

References and persons consulted before writing description:
 Di2vE 

How long before field notes made? O& THE <T_ this form complet
ed? weeks 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 5% 373° 

What species? Sabine’s Goll (Kema sabini ) How many? _—/ ee San 

Location? Spillway at Dam of Sailor ville Kesevvoir neo v , oe ee Polk G.. 

When? date(s): November 12, 1/4983 time: 4/00amtO 10:00am. 

Who?your name and address: Fyancis L. Moore, 336 faictiesd <A ne a ie Oe JA S6703 

others with you: Bob Myers, Kossell Haus. 

others before or after you: Gene Acmstrans, Tom Kent Cart bendovt Tom Shout, m. ob, 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Th bird Wwa@s Seen tice doe about S
 niawees at a time 

as i+ Came to feed on Small F1sh (proba bly Gizeavrrk Shad) 

as the CAmE throu +l spillw
ay. Both times Hat [ brown 

Caw tke bird i+ Came ant Cau ott 2 guall Ligh oe eh 

time, After Catthing tee Secon me
al it woe td thin Ply 

Lp ard over the daw ark sut over th 
xeServeiv. i} wees 

dh be acne PP 40 to 40 aoe Pe be hve ié whuvned fo 

hal be bu tle spillwas age in, The bird had a dark bill ave ie | 

The Colontion of Hs birk was a striki
ng Fries lowed tatiny ula pattern. The outer — 

rimarié@és Were Linck . ha ‘war prima
r les ark Secondavies w&S white From the 

wrist tv tHe de vbials . to ink awk tepot hood —_ ae  * wit 

brown ro Pre A very shiking eo avd a like os of han ( “ “MQ. "4). 

Ne Vorce was heavd , 

Similar species and how eliminated: immature Black -legsed Kittiwake has adark bank 

on fle back of He nock. Ne other
 Cuma tl or large : o tn Noth Amen cn bas tha stri

king 

4yrcoler stimmmmpepne Fviangular wimg pathern vo a A ad tani, : 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Viewing tend itions Very good . S trons lighting javevcast as 104. ll ght Snese falling 

during Vleweng times, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Lave no previous expevience with this 

opecies, have Seen Ene Black-legsed 
Kittivake immatky res 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? A+ Hine Ji this form completed? g hours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



oe 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa fs 

What species? Sa bin 4's Gal(, /mmafture. How many? / 

Location? Sevbruille. ser wey bebuw. dam 
aff ae ss / 

Type of habitat? at furbu lent water below Sell lia 
TOV? ANG 4 7 

when? date(s): A/ovamber / 2/9¢3 time: 0 (12 to JOi 20 

Who?your name and address: fe th V-oe —< ho ldf- : 

others with you: Pyliys Harris, Caro/ McMillen, Lameng Semmerlot, Mark 
. : : *Froeéchold ¢ 

others before or after you: mob 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. — 

this Gull smaller than the many ferng-billed Gulls 

with @ terndike flight had «@ bold cattern of trvangles 

Across 19S and back — black, a gre gray, white, black, 

Zt had a black b;// (didn't sez the Yello w tig band black eqs 

and its forked taif was accented by y Loh edge quire. 

On te the bac oft the head, luith the orehead and 

throat toh; te, As We A reve COC VrAa SS the dam the gull 

Flew acress ¢ over Bur CAF for @ first close sook. 

Then as we. parked OF IL) down to the Gulls feeding, the 

Sabine’s flew back and forth across the water trom’ np-rap 
fo vip-capy Appin fo the water, flying in @ graceful Way, 
We observed /4 about Smnutes efore +t Hew UP SOVE Pp 

thedam. | , r 

Similar species and how eliminated: 0 similar Specie
s with the 

deter nct riangles OV) wr ngs 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 1)O 

If yes, explain: | 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, vege # - (how measured), and ngage se ment: : 

fo t+ SNOWING 7 distance / ew) over eur car enThne m- Then : 

ahell} £2 cet phove the soiiiway— binoculars —~+/f was : 

pain! Seen with our naked eyes fo? 3 : his 
revious/experience with species and similar ones: Never ave WE SEEN T ~LOINEe = 

o Robbin s guides 
References and persons consulted before writing description: fr Or) 

é th RY De fea ide P 
How long before field notes made? at eNCce this fdorm’completed? Vo’ 27 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


