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Black-backed Woodpecker Record Number: 81-CN 
23 Dec 1978 Classification: A-D 
north of Boyden, Sioux Co., IA 
*Jay A. Stravers 
IBL 49:26,56 

DOCUMENTATION 

Jay A. Stravers 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 49:26, 56 
VOTE (1981): 7-III 

III, bare minimum detail, behavior fits. 
III, exemplary documentation. 
III, OK description in documentation from 3 observers. 
III, ‘Meticulous’ documentation accepted by Halmi and appears 

sound to me.
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTAION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. : 

male “ ae aT 
aa | es Black Backed Theee Toed Lwrbpcher, Prides at ct'Z, Number: OW4 a “4 — 7 J 

Location 24 miles North pt Boyher Toa on cast side of county highway IY 

Date: Dec. 23,1978 5. Time Bird seen: /:00 Pm to about 2:30 PM 
tems , ~ YF wan from The MN-NW 10-20 mph rele tively low baerametric PCSEUTE (less thea 30.0an) 

Description of size, shape anc color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): 4 edd ) 
id hod ci2¢ sit Ar ty larger rhan Ag tres wood pecker , around 25cm froa crest 5 ¢; vt tas/ ( gnesstima € 

wel 4 J A | 4 
d ¥ body Shape rather Vvkee Aarry woodpilher. aot - bhask - Sem loog. Feet - “ory dark almost slick 
‘ 3tes “encd ‘abrat 37 Ttem long - (mth 5 uamvisible. \ealure less OMe Ke idk ink Uline s hbheckh with white Shteks... 

Ir tp s of W/7AGS , M10 discernable palern w xheee whrte SD tikes bCLAKS € plumage [DRS ruttled by winds. 

ctuce lees thy te bres . Short Cless thea Jem.) bheckh bars onthe bitrdg svdes - Bars are rough ly “pon Arealer lo the Lang axrs of rhe b/rdd body - FaAroat ig whtte with a Min block Str OE cpmmbotte 
se MANAG lesen Prom Phe base Ot the band dyson batt sides of phe Hhrand Where ts 4 bright yellow 
A cove ing wm nearly the eative crest bat not w appearing on the back or sitles vt the birds head 50 it 5 iavisyd ¢ /t yeu were look, ub ct the bircl at an aagle Bleater then wbhout YS? MewsurtdA ubuard Cron 

Aorizon. Eves black with ne eye F/ags- Short white whiskers gt the base OF the Cees . (OVER ) 
Description of voice, if heard: “AD yorce Acard 0557 bly feeding 

td Chip fa barke fron trees (most /y clead cine |. Phe brla — — 

a dt : : a boukt mias. at each individual tree ) h$ua// start near the base oO € Description of behavior: a height “Phat never exceeded about 10m. Size a? bark chins yarvecl u 2 A ee 
af ~ 

tree and works upwards t 
‘mi ; te r 

bedavis re fox ettected by Proximity of — oe the hinl seemed my unwary antl ep 

wr.2 - 4 aed Wee 3000 m on Q0ve ee wide “Op
en form erly prairec geatly roll nc > lead 

we specific: - jai is a thick Q row th of Shrubs ; weedy plants ) Ash trees ) and American ¥ Chiaege E/ms. 
pisos ttny of the Elne are clea a aad fa lan. TAere are a2 rows (closely spaced ) otf Ponderosa Prac oa the M/s ~ +h side 

2 i tH. The Grove js susp mnced with Mature | Nersysach ‘eg He Coverch with 6.5m. of srray $..jiflar appearing~ species are eliminated by questions Explain: va the grove, 

MAM tile dez- Teen are really nd other species that could he contused vther thar 
‘ / 

presi 6 ty Ce Ps feateck vod pecieer wie fs much Lo large J has Yes insted of 3 

Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: naked eye, 
WSh meters to 3d meters (estimated ) %$X 5D Binocdar , GOmm Busheel) specermacter - AOX eyerprece 
Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
vecast sky. Bird was observed from virtually every cifferent Sun ang le 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 
20 previos experience with this soectes. Fam well acguamted with the Down oy Mair y , and 
Other observers: Pilented wetlpashers J 
Loreen Stravers , Henry O. Stegema » Bacon Steceman 

Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: lhoreen Stravers 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Robbins, Bruun Zim, and Singer: 1906; Bicds of North Americg , 

feterson ~ A Fred of Guide lotde Birds. 8 | a 

The Audubon Seciety eld Guide & Wortk AMmevican Bicels ( Western Kegson | 

‘scription ot the Sir Given in ©. wes rewritten trom Lield potes Cehen luring observeatian period 
ff books were Ube Oaly for rlleat; tice E San we General ya formation : They clicl not {at leenxce the lover 

boa Cus Y. Siivee Jey A. Steavers Address: 3220 Madisoy Ave 22 

@: 3~/3- 74 Polder City, State: (wloradn 50303 
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/ mostly bhich about ¥ cm long . There are Some white feathers in the tacl but there 
‘tlan ra the tas] could not be cletfermenacd betause of wad ruttled Pliumag ¢ : 

Halmi, N. S. 1979. Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 49:23-26 (p 26) 

scarce. On December 23, Mr. and Mrs. J ay Stravers saw a male Black-backed 
Three-toed Woodpecker near Boyden, Sioux Co. (fide GB). Since there is no recent 
record of this species in the state, documentation is eagerly awaited. 

Halmi, N. S. 1979. Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 49:56-63 (p 56) 

: Jay Stravers fur- 
nished meticulous documentation for the male Black-backed Three-toed Wood- 
pecker he, Mrs. Stravers and two friends studied at leisure and from as close up as 
1.5 m on December 23, 1978. This is the first Iowa record since 1924, and only the 

third time the species has been seen in Iowa. A Varied Thrush at a feeder in 

Py J observa Lens


