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IV, At first, I didn’t know what to make of this bird. The
description is a little vague and the distance and light made
viewing less than ideal. It sounds like this may have been a 3rd
winter LBBG. This would explain the brown in the wing and the
darker tip to the bill. However, any age of LBBG in winter should
have extensive brown streaking on the head. This bird was
described with a white head. I just don’t feel the description is
quite conclusive.

III, Not as well seen as 86-30, probably same bird.

III, Other species adequately eliminated by documentation
though it could have been much better done.

IV, This must have been a different bird that [sic] 12/5/86
sighting as no mention was made of brown flecking on head. Leg
color should be noted to help rule out other dark-backed gulls.

III, Combine with 12/3 obs.-same exact location.

IV, Rather brief description. I am concerned about the
possibility of California Gull. Description of wing and mantle
coloration suggestive of California--did not appear to be very
dark. Also, leg color was thought to be "light." However, 86-30
indicative that Lesser was indeed present at about same time.

IV, Head pure white? Not supposed to be true of LBB in winter.
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The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

Explanation of Classification:
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee .

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
I11 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Alsc mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



