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Lee A. Schoenewe, 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301 [*6/9/98] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 68:13 

Records Committee: IBL 68:86 

VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA 

NA, Herring Gull not adequately eliminated. 

A-D, Second summer plumage. 

A-D, Bi-colored bill, leg color and mantle color are good for 

this species. 

A-D, I enclose two letters from Ken Brock relating to this 

bird possibly being a Lesser Black-backed Gull. The appearance of 

this bird in flight would have added several diagnostic features. 

The moral of the story is to complete viewing of a bird, 

including flushing it, before calling others. It is likely to 

stay around, but if not, so be it. I agree with Brock that a 

second-year California Gull is not expected (many stay near 

wintering grounds). I distrust size and mantle color to rule out 

Ring-billed Gull, but the white underparts and head do so, 

because Ring-billed Gull would have to be a first-year bird to 

match this bird's bill end tail. 

A-D, Although age of bird is not discussed, description is 
adequate for 2nd year bird. 

RE-VOTE (by mail Feb 1998): 7 A-D 

A-D, second year. I previously voted NA because I felt that 

Herring Gull was not adequately eliminated. The documentation 

notes that Herring Gull was eliminated based on "size, dark eye, 

head and bill shape." I discounted these because size may have 

been difficult to judge without other Herrings Gulls present; the 

light eye of a Herring Gull may have appeared dark at a distance 

of 50 yards; and the head and bill shape of the bird were not 
described. I now realize that the light eye of a Herring Gull 
should have been clearly visible from that distance. The darker 

gray mantle also supports the distinction from Herring Gull. The 

bill pattern and "slightly darker gray mantle," as noted by Ken 

Brock, argue against Lesser Black-backed Gull. As noted by 

another committee member, the white underparts and head rule out 

first year Ring-billed Gull, and the bill and tail rule out older 
Ring-billed Gulls. 

A-D, second year. Size, "dark eye", darker mantle than 

Ring-billeds all would argue for California vs. Herring Gull. 

A-D, Brock saved me from typing! The bill is typical 

California. Also, we Midwesterners have a terrific time 

describing mantle color. With our frame of reference, California
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would logically be described as slightly darker. Fuscus, even 

graellsii, looks incredibly darker to us, while on the coasts, 

where Great Black-backs or Westerns are common, the relative 

color is not so great. Just something to keep in mind as we 

evaluate gull records. 

A-D, Tail pattern and bill-base/leg color would seem to 

preclude L. Black-backed Gull (flesh to yellowish/flesh to 

yellow). Iris should be paler. Herring Gull second-year has tail 

extensively whitish at base with dark sub-terminal band. Iris 

usually becoming pale. Mantle color usually similar to 

Ring-billed. Short-legged stocky appearance consistent with 

larger Cal. Gull on tarsi the same length as Ring-billed Gull 

(Grant/Dwight). Uusually obvious light bill-tip with dusky 
sub-terminal area on Herring. 

A-D, Slightly larger, heavier bodied, and shorter legged than 

Ring-billeds (subjective); mantle slightly darker gray than 

Ring-billed (subjective); bill larger than Ring-billed (how 

much??); legs dull gray with pinkish tinge; tail not described; 

underparts white (assumed from drawing). Any Herring Gull should 

be much larger and one with a gray mantle would be 2nd winter 

with brownish underparts or 3rd year with tailband obvious. A 

first-winter Ring-billed Gull could be similar, but I think tail 

band would be seen and underparts not white. I saw my first 

second-winter Lesser Black-backed Gull this year--the mantle was 

much darker as were the wings, and a prominent tail band was 

seen. Also the bill was much different (see Brock's letters). The 

drawing is helpful. A description of the upper tail and rump and 

upper wing would be helpful. The white underparts seem to exclude 

lst year gulls that are anywhere similar to this bird. I worry 

more about Ring-billed Gull than Herring or Lesser Black-backed 

gulls. 

A-D, No change from original vote.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? €AYFERNIA Gull! 

Location? GuclL Point, West CAKE SroGBosl 
, 

Type of habitat? Zocky fot ON NATHICSL LARS 

When? date(s): 9/7 7Time: . [2:80 PM ~ 1:22 FM 
Who? your name and address (gE A. OCHOENEWE 3 

Sif w YER Sr STENCER TA. Si30/ 
Others with you wAncy ScCHOEWEWE 7 3 3 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 

shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and : : 
behavior. = SCAWNED THE fosyNT AND NoTICED A CASP AW TERN / SEVERAL 

CoesTER'S TERNS AV) 50-66 INE-Bi LED Guus WE Gare ATMACTED 

my Ae TION 43 SUCKTLY UARGER w/ A LibuTL{ DACKET_ PAY PM THE” 
we bur DeEIiTELY STILE AN IMM ADRE Gril, F APPRCACHED AT 

MANTLE, BUT DEIN seiige = Bir WAS LARGER ew ace FM APEROGMATELY Zoo YOS To Fo yaS THE Pitt WH x. 
iNT es ” 7 Vy DULL PINIK~CI2RY BASAL 
THAN NER RBY Liwe-BiLED) GollS AND HAO A DARIC Tip a/ : 7 : 

Fle THIRDS, THE EYE Way OARK. HE LES were 4 DU EhEY u/A PINK 
TINGE. THE BIRD wAS PREENMING 4N0 THE PRMAMUES AND 

TAIL WERE Pele 

BR ea TH BooyY VAS aeALICR AWvd Tie Lees SHoRTER THAN THE KiNe-biLEDS 
imilar species and how eliminated: , _ 

Ciné-Bured Chis BY CLUSE ComPIResenl s HERUMG GalL- Ti2e, DARKEYE, IteAd + BUR 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Neo 

If yes, explain: 

DiceWVSoA] Co. 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical : 

equipment: cveRctS+r APTERWI@N) 50— 20d YDS 7 PxYO BiNECKWARS 

) foxn~-box SeofE™ 

Previous experience :-with this species and similar ones: 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
NATUNAL GEdECRAPHC F(ELD CUE oe 
How long before field notes made? /MmMEbm7ELY b/ S/cETCH 
this form completed? YY HouhkS 

Mail original form to field editor for this season. 

EDD NOT SE THE BIRD iN FucKtT] ZF LEFT TO CA ED THELEN 
And wien T eTudmeo, THE RED WAS GWE, TF STMED MR - > 

ABouT Anr HouR AND A KALE Bur THe BRB OD wa Rewen
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? €AYUFERAIA —*~ 

Location? @&cl PoInT , West LAKE OfoGoTl , 

Type of habitat? Qocky fount ON NATHICAL LAKE 

When? date(s): 9/7/47Time: 12580 PM ~ 1:22 PM 

Who? your name and address (cE A. SOCHOENEWE , : 

T§ wo 4B Sp SPENCER TH S130 
Others with you WANCY SCHOEMEWE — , 3 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 
breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 
behavior. = SGAwNED THE fosNT AND NoTICED A CASP(AW TERN , SEVERAL 

Roesraes TERNS AVVO 50-66 iNE-B{UED Guus. We Gur ATeAcTED 
MY ATTENTION AS SU6HTLY LARGER uy A Si 6u7e4 DARE GRAY OM THE 

LL AN IM4LAToORE Guic, TF APPRACHED AT 
manrTLe, bur DeFNiTELyY S11 . 

myrecuats Fito APRRoKMATELY Zoo YOS TO Fo yOS: THE Bir was LARGAR 
THAN NERRBY RING-BILLEQ GoLlS AND HAD A DARK TIP a/ DKLL PIN Ie~GI2ry CASAL 

Tie -THikps, THe EYE Whs OARK, MIE LEES were 4 Du GREY us] A PIN KISH 

TINGE. THE BIRD wAS PREENMING AND THE PRIMAMUES AND TAIL WERE PRK 

BQN, THe Beoy a REAUIECR- AND TWE Lees SHORTER. THAN Tie RING-bILLEDS 
imilar species and how eliminated: 

EN6-BILED CLLLS BY CLOSE ComPARSe 5 HERUNG CalL- Site, DARK EYE, Meth + BOE Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A/O 
If yes, explain: 

DiCeEWVSoA] Co. 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: oUErcASt APTERWIOON. Bn— 2od YDS s PX4O BiINenARS
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST 

22 January, 1998 

Thomas Kent 

211 Richards Street 

DIVISION OF Iowa City, IA 52246 

ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Dear Tom, 

Thanks for the excellent fall report; I wish all state compiler were as 

thorough and helpful as you. Sorry to be so slow in getting back to you, but 

these are not happy days in the ivy covered halls of academia. 

You requested my comments on the California Gull (as you know I am 

generally suspicious of sub-adult L. californicus sightings). Based on the 

brown primaries and bill pattern this appears to be a second-year bird. 
Although this bird is likely a California Gull, I do not believe the write-up is 
adequate for a positive identification. 

The only really useful mark is the “slightly darker gray mantle,” which 
certainly suggests that is an interesting bird. I do not, however, believe that 

second-year Lesser Black-backed Gull is eliminated. Both L. f graellsii and 
L. californicus are similar in size and there is considerable variation in the 
mantle color of Lesser Black-backeds, with some appearing fairly pale. 

Thus, the call boils down to an interpretation of “slightly darker gray 

mantle.” In my opinion this is inadequate. I did not use this record in my 
report, but will be happy to include it later if the lowa Committee approves. 

Last Saturday (January 17) we had an incredible day in the field. Notable 

species, in order of their appearance, were: Snowy Owl, Pomarine Jaeger, 
Varied Thrush (stake out), King Eider, Red-throated Loon, Hoary Redpoll, 
and Greater Redpoll (large Com. Redpoll race). I still cannot believe we 
saw all these in one day, and in January. Wow! 

Regards, 

3400 Broadway 
Gary, Indiana 
46408-1197 

219-980-6731 

Fax: 219-980-6866



INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST 

26 January, 1998 

DIVISION OF 
ARTS AND SCIENCES — Thomas Kent 

211 Richards Street 

Iowa City, IA 52246 

Dear Tom, 

I have reconsidered my assessment of Lee Schoenewe’s California Gull. I 
believe I dismissed the bill pattern without adequate consideration. Despite 
the bill pattern of the second-year Lesser Black-backed shown in the NGFG 
and Grant’s statement, “Bill usually extensively pale with blackish 
subterminal area,...” I have recently seen two second-year birds, plus 
several photos of second-year birds with almost entirely black bills. 

Additionally, I also noted that the second-year bird you, Jim Fuller and 
others saw at Coralville Reservoir in October had a bill described as black 
with some flesh colored streaking on the distal two-thirds. Clearly, lots 
(most?) second-year Lesser Black-backed Gulls do not have anything 
approaching the classic “clean-cut” black-tipped Californian Gull bill 
pattern. 

Thus, I now believe the typical California Gull bill pattern shown in Lee’s 
drawing, which was ignored in my initial analysis, is indeed a strong mark 
in favor of L. californicus. This, in conjunction with the “slightly darker 
gray mantle,” has convinced me the bird was not L. f. graellsii. 
Accordingly, I am reversing my earlier decision on this documentation and 
now believe Lee’s bird was indeed a second-year California Gull. 

Regar 

3400 Broadway 
Gary, Indiana 
46408-1197 

219-980-6731 
Fax: 219-980-6866


