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DOCUMENTATION 

Wallace E. Jardine 
REFERENCE 

Field Reports: IBL 52:28 
Records Committee: IBL 53:36 

VOTE: 3-III, 1-IV?III?, 1-IV, 1-V, 1-VI 
IV, Horned Lark not eliminated. 
III, Not very complete description, but features seen and 

behavior are convincing. 
IV? III?, Smith’s Longspur? (but wagged tail suggestive). No 

bill description. 
V, What did bill look like, especially shape? L. Longspur not 

ruled out. | 
VI, Poor description -- no feel for overall appearance of 

bird. Habitat, behavior, and date all highly unusual.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Obs
ervation 

by the Records Commtittee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Water pipit 

DATE SEEN: 27 Feb 1982 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Pocahontas, Pocahontas Co., Iowa 

OBSERVERS: Wallace Jardine 

DATE OF REVIEW: 22 August 1982 

METHOD OF REVIEW: mail vere , 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: V 

The records committee felt that, although the description was indeed 

suggestive of water pipit, especially the tail-wagging behavior it 

was not sufficiently detailed to substantiate the occurrence of this 
species on such an unusual date and in such an atypical situation. 

COMMENTS: 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information 
available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude 
an alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird firstha
nd. , 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submiss
ion of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, 
or recording available for 

review by the Committee 

II = acceptable sight record documented inde
pendently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 

IV = probably correct record, but not beyon
d doubt 

VY = record with insufficient evidence to ju
dge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee
, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agree
d upon by six of seven 

committee members.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF = = a. ee 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

l. Species W4TER VYPiPitL 2. Number | 

3. Location Rucsh Coc. 4 UONTAS TA, eenuiaaal 

i GQete: 2-7.7- FF. 5. Time Bird Seen: 4:00 oy to 4a Leh 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in areet detail all 

parts of the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the 

disgnostic characteristics, but include only whet actually wes seen in the 

field): 
m= 3 os - _ e Po Dae al —_ = PF foo? 9? — 

1 GENERSK SIZE %~ CCACKATIGN CF SPTHRINCR, 

2 Lv CHT CoLon GCYE STRIPE. 

%, VERY Lieuy STKESKING CN RKEAST. TENDING TewAizO C
UTER EeNEees 

4, WAkKED- Dio KET KF, | 

& , wAITE CvTER Tic. FEATHERS, 

i, FREMONT TAIL BESEING, STHETIMES Weed URED T4IL PCEINTIME VP 

?. Description of voice, if heard: Nov HEARD, 

8. Description of behavior: GATING SEED FKEK GKOUKD
 AT BASE cr 

9. Habitat - general: Ren4sér BAC YAR (AGsET ACRE), YouRe_TKCESESHKUGS,
 

Coa BsuNDED ON THKEE SIDES BY 16C+ ACRE FiGeos, — 

| BASE CE STONE FIREPLACE WIT FOERER cn TOR 
specific: eine P7cAce iS c* FROM CONCRETE Pari c iw Gacic YARD, 

10. Similarly appearing species which sre eliminated by questions 6, 7, & 8. 

Explain: Yes ren SrPahetw. GeeASe WOT STREAKED AS HEAVILY AS 

VESPER SPAKROW white OTEK THC FEATHERS MORE PRKIKIDENT 

THAN cn VES PER SPAKKOD © } | : 

- 11. Distance (how measured)? , 12. Opticel equipment: 

1S. EYEGALL, 10K RinocuLAKS, 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird end you): 
Sune o 'eBiRe Nor Furl SUN, CLouOLESS SKY, 

‘|e 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

NONE Gitte W4TER PLPIT. GoNSiDERAGLE Wil VESFER SPERR
 OW, 

15. Other observers: None. 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? | 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: AicNc. 

18. Books, illustrations snd advice consulted, and how did these influence this 

description: PETERSONS Fietre Guide, Goh FiKKEP UHeT 2 COSGKUER. 

19. How long efter observing this bird did you first write this descriptio
n? | 

Signature: Fi merece a We 4 wt. Meee Co 
2 ek F 

—— - LL TT 
ia 

a 
- 

ete: 2 -2/- © & City, State: rec ehtwT4sS 3 SCN 7S 


