
Middlewesterm Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Sharp - tailed Sparrow } 2. Number; four 

3. Location _wendricksons Marsh - Story Comhty- Towa 
lst bird 1 pm; fourth bird 2 pm 

4, Date: 3 October 198) 5. Time Bird seen: : to 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): below is drawing made from, 

memory ,before looking at book,of the first bird's head. back was very dark with whit 
stripes; throat, breast & sides orange; belly white; fuzzy streaking thruouteon freacf. 
birdl: seen 1 pm abt 3 minutes; went back to car & made drawing, 2 almest Maelc 
then checked bird book. bird2: seen B15 pm abt 30 sec. SN 
On way back thru area where I saw bird 1, I saw two together, 
& assuming one was bird 1, I call them birds 1&3. Saw 
together abt 15 sec's. Followed 1 & saw another min; went 
to where other went & saw it abt 30 sec more. Went to west 

7. Description of voice, if heard; Side of Hendricksons Marsh 
nenda of. all kh Like @aniee. & saw another (bird lh) 2pm abt 

8. Description of behavior: 30 see's. oa Oe 
Flew up & dropped back into weeds, generally; but sometimes into ; 

g. Nahe Weg iéragguic often xm get their attention by squeaking. tyacin thet & 

, Marsh 

es three on east Side of Hendricksons Marsh in h sed, Had &. Ero meme 
A0EaT GS mrnutés aFlav 

0. sim IS BY Matty 8 2hn ae VIE act te pet Cy ce wrt feet: Sable | 7 & 8, Explain: 2%? 
Le Conte's Sparrow has light stripe thru crown é doesn't have white stripes iVs 
on a very dark back. Cid | 

‘1. Distance (how measured)? bird 1: 15-50 feet (flew) 12. Opti { . 
bird 2: 25 ft; bird 3: 15-60 ft (flew);bird h 20 ft. PPE gb EAP 13 

3. Light (sk light on bird, position of sun in relation bi dad bi oeularsl,2 & 4 
ght Sys inte L253 bird “to my north, sun south; bird i pirdeas dou): sun south. 

4, Preyious experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 
Saw three one spring in South Dakota. 

Ne NE nil Lotter ches CV God efeshirndffritral Pfr Poms. 
5. Did the others agree with your identification? 
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7. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

8. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did th ) 
‘pield Guide To The Birds Peterson’ ” eon Jaf ivenen thts deacription: 
Birds of North America Golden Press 

drawing & extensive notes made before looking at books. 

9. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? drawing & 
ba erg b A ps rae typed up 3 
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