
Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD, 

l. sedctas, Supiimee 7 ESET CFirenge LE bon) 2. Number: Oue 

LACS Tia - | 3. Location Wooded pie? ‘a eeliletiateacg aH ar 67 A264 + 

: APO, Y3IIAM Sor abot Senvcn, 
to 4. Date: Sap 2 SG Gb A 5. Time Bird dash: 

Lee ee canal 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, , 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): Med: hed al/ of | 
cum — f r<€ 

bird pitas cr est “erie ecking black wing S pe / Task 

7. Description of voice, if heard: Wo : Aygry 

8. Description of Went ee ("Dame ee large free, Jdcecasivra iy went 

9. nahi da - general: WEA kak Ceper) 

specific: Large Frees, 0 understory, short 9 TuSS 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

wid vind —no crest ae Wot face 

Scorlet Tanager — no blacte wingg caer Tae 

11, Distance (how measured)? 7 (7 —¢ DO yas (estimated) 12. Optical equipment: /%7g- 
(rocul. ts” 

13, ae, (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

vercast drizzle 
| 

14, Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Lo have Ser numerous Cardenas rae Several Larlet [arsyers Chis was oy vst 

15. Other cbservers: Fue mar Taner ger sip bling, 

5 or ee ndecgSurte ernitte (ayy studetre 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? Ves 
pis Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

at LM 6 Cory observed The species iy The Same area the next Sh 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence Ps fy ner 

fete wark A Fuld guide Tt The Cid Kobbomr eta ‘4 A LabdampeteLedAg.¢d @ to 

fad tbentiticctim : Ads + Nae Th (Americg | Lo aselffrl in The SH read (with 

bied STil( Present) Te verity Searict- ad ane “laraver fi Fferences 

19, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? os a F 

Soe GO 2 Address : Pept. Animal Ecology aed / te. “I 

Signature 

Date: oe Loo City, State: fi an ef ZLowsg S gly 

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to 
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and 
want to share this experience with others, a written description is essential. It is 
true your immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accent 
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly 
the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual 
Skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who 
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics. will 
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but merely because 
they ordinarily expect verification. Whether the individual demanding verification 
realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method. 

If your observation involves a common species during a season of abundance, 
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the 
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verification 
is not obtained easiiy and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation 
is a collected specimen, and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable 
evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records 
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary 
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying description. 

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an 
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently 
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary 
observation irrespective of the observer. 

lt should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now 
available, species identification from photographs are possible. Such species 
documentation are highly desirable and should be sent to the state editors or to 
large museums.


