
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Hews low ¢ Spavyow How many? e ; 

Location? Vaw Buren G, ~ basie 3 ef Nes Moines Township) freee 

Type of habitat? Tall qyvassy pasture thats quite exteysive 

When? date(s): June. a KE time: 7:SSpm,to ¥! 50 pm, 

Who?your name and address: Mark Proescholdt , Lis@wl, | TBs 

others with you: Beth Poesclhaldt 

others before or after you: Bo\s ond 0 hu Cecil | Tin SandoeK, Tim Fuley 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We weve Slowly dyvivig alovg this graces pasture when TF heard 

oa Ise-licK and we stopped. Atte Seaxchivg oa bit wa Bund fs 

light —Coleved Sparrow singing from a weed head im with the grass. 

We watched it with limoculars and a scape. Zt was a small sparrow 
with a light crow SHipe, a distinetive ph desl theeat, a Chat —heded 

and Shovrt—tailed . ate breast wat a light co loving « tt had a light brewnish 

hack, 46 rump was Liglktow brown tan its cerker Wings which had lighter 

mes iw thom Contrasting with the davker wigs, At the end the biva ducned 

and faced me Qnd Could see a “smudge” look ow its Upper” breast, All the 

tiwe we were there en this alm evening this bird song and Seung, Each 

Awe it Sava jt would +arow back its head ond Si Vg “se-leld”, AS we left 

at $40 pm. it was SHI SiVaINg, AS We drove back along more Pasture, 

We heard +WO wore singing wales and LF Saw ene of He
m in the fading Leglct 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

A Grass ha per alia has @ definitely diferent SovQ +Haw 

theo distinehue “ge~hick” of 4a. Honshu s Span ow. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? he 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Mostly clear evemivg with the light hehind uo, tho sparrow was 5O 
Yards away at fixst and meved 2 Himes—the last time was YGo-¥S yards away 
Cestivan , SX30 Binecs and AAXK Scope. 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

saw and heard my first Honslows Spacrow (ast summer. 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Noct'l, Geng. Bicds of A Amanica ond Petersen's Field Guide Yo the Bieds , 
How long before field notes made? while Viewing this form completed? une 15, 1987 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


