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Pacific Loon ' Record Number: 87-18
5 Nov 1987 Classification: NA

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA :

*Steve Dinsmore, *Mark Prescholdt

IBL 58:17, 75

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore, 5 Nov

Mark Proescholdt, 7 Nov
LETTER

Don Roberson to Thomas Kent, 31 March 1988

Ronald E. Goetz to Thomas H. Kent, 1 April 1988
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 58:17

Records Committee: IBL 58:75
VOTE: 6-II1I, 1-1IV

III, The features that seem to "clinch" this ID are the marks
noted by Dinsmore as follows: Light gray head and neck
contrasting with dark rest of bird; smooth rounded forehead;
short bill; and dark streaks on neck suggestive of breeding
pattern. However, the bird described by Prescholdt sounds like a
different individual as he noted a dark back of head and neck
(instead of light gray) and dark grayish throat (throat color not
mentioned by Dinsmore). Proescholdt also emphasized the upturned
apearance of bill, at least during his first observation. How do
we really know some of these are not just small Common Loons?

III, Neither observer saw white spots on back. Bill described
as straight or not upturned--would be better to describe the
straightness of upper and lower mandibles. Steve saw head and
neck as lighter, Mark as dark. I would like to know more about
the appearance of small Common Loons.

IV, I am not convinced that this was not a small sized Common
Loon within the overlap of the size of the Pacific Loon. Dinsmore
does not give any idea as to how close the bird approached him. I
do not know of that would help in his defense of this record but
it could not hurt. Prescholdt’s documentation did not do much to
corroberate Dinsmore. The bird could be a Pacific Loon but I
cannot make that judgement from what was written.

ITII, Dinsmore’s description of head and neck and the unmarked
back seem to favor the Pacific Loon ID.

III, Analysis by SD probably correct. Plumage description
strongly indicative of Pacific Loon. Bill description also fits
Pacific Loon.

III, Sounds like Pacific Loon, all right, but all observers
should research loon identification. So much reliance on size
(with no birds to compare it to) and shape! And "upturned" used
both for a bend of the bill and for the way the bird holds its
head! Perhaps in the distance the color pattern of eyes and
flanks not seen? However, pale head and back of neck, blackish
plain back, and straight bill and rounded forehead sound like
Pacific Loon.

REVOTE: 5-III, 1-IV, 1 no vote
III, still feel this is acceptable documentation by Dinsmore,
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not sure that Proescholdt bird may have been different bird. III,
This record seems as good as those we have accepted in the past.

IV, I have reviewed both documentations numerous times and am
still not convinced that this was not a small Common Loon. Maybe
a better look and better documentations would have convinced me.
REVOTE: 1-I1I, 2-1IV, 2~V, 2-~VI

IV, Re-reading Dinsmore documentation suggests that ID was
made as Pacific on basis of eliminating Red-throated. Goetz and
Roberson suggest that this is not quite so easy, e.g. back
pattern, darkness on throat, posture, etc. This all makes
documentations probably right, but not conclusiove, therefore a
IV vote is appropriate.

VI, Accept outside reviewers’ comments.

V, In reviewing both documentations and comments from Ron
Goetz and Don Roberson one more time I come to the same general
conclusion on this bird. I cannot be sure of the identity of this
bird. This brings up an interesting problem on loons. Some of our
earlier reviews of small basic plumage loons might need another
look.

VI, Thoughts of Roberson and Goetz very interesting.

IV, I yield to the experts. Perhaps Proescholdt is better
description of Red-thr Loon, but since neither suggest this sp.,
best left as IV.

V, I’m confused.
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of Western Field Ornithologists

Don Roberson
CBRC Secretary

Thomas Kent 282 Grove Acre Ave,
211 Richards St. Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Towa City TA 52240 31 Mar 883

Dear Tom,

Thanks for your letter of 22 March and all the material on the Iowa Records
Committee. It will be of great help in preparing for the ABA workshop. Several
have now suggested some type of intracommittee organization or interchange, which
might be of value to all by exchanging information on bird i.d. and on committee
procedures. We'll explore this more at Duluth. I think eveyone will have the
chance to attend that workshop, since there is no competition and it is only given
once. I would be happy to talk about computers, also, if you can attend; I keep
all my data via a simple word-processing program on my old KayPro. The Texas
Committee has set up a record-keeping system very similar to mine. But a data
retreival system would have advantages, if it worked well. Alas, since my KayPro
does not interface with either Apple or IBM, I doubt I could use any updated
programs.

I enclose the Bylaws you asked for.

It was fun reading through the comments on records 87-18 through 26. Even without
seeing the documentation, I have formed opinions about the loon and esp. the claimed
Calrk's Grebe, since I see them daily here in Monterey. A "pale" bill is not a

good description of Clark's Grebe; indeed it fits Western better. Clark's has a
bright yellow-orange bill in all plumages - indeed the Californians I know consider
it the single best field mark. I am sure our Committee would not accept any such
record without a good description of the exact bill color. Flank color is basically
useless, in my opinion, given over to how the feathers are preened and arranged.

A significant percentage of Western Grebes have white lores, particularly a white
loral spot. This is not noted in most of the literature. It has yet to be worked
out just what plumage this is; it may be first-winter plumage or some such, as it

is most prevelent in fall/winter. In any event, however commented "white lores
diagnostic" is plain wrong (I hope that wasa't you!). I also don't like the loon
much - sounds (simply reading comments, and not seeing the original description) more
like a Red-throated (?). Any dark on the throat rules out Pacific Loon. Incidentally,
members of the CBRC are often willing to review documentation from outside California
as consultants if questions arise about birds with which we are familiar. We often
go to Britain to get comments on stints or Tufted Ducks, and to LSU for comments on
female/imm. hummingbirds, for example.

In any event, I'm glad to hear those two birds will be recirculated. Thank goodness
we don't have to deal with jaegers here (as all species are regular); they sound
rather hope-less!

Again, thanks for all your help,

Cheers,
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18. (1987-18). 5 & 7 Nov 1987. Saylorville Reservoir, Polk Co. S.Dinsmore?,
M.Proescholdtt, B.Proescholdt, B.Engebretsen.

This bird is almost certainly not a Pacific Loon, and both descriptions sound much
more like a juvenile Red-throated to me. First, the back patterning on a juvenile
Red-throated can only be seen at very close range, so it is not surprising to me that
Dinsmore thought the back was unmarked (he does not say how far away the bird was in
his description). On the other hand, Pacific Loons in molt out of Basic should
probably show some of the conspicuous large white squares on the scapulars (these
linger longer than any remnant of the throat pattern, according to the evidence
available to me). Second, the head as described is perfect for juvenile Red-throated
Loon, including the gray "throat patch", contrast between head and back, and lack of
any darker patterning within the head. Once again, this description fails to be
consistent with adult Pacific Loon, which should always have at least blackish lores
and forehead, not mentioned here.

Finally, the posture while actively fishing as described by Proescholdt is very
suggestive of Red-throated. I am not bothered by the later disappearance of this
posture: See The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Birds Western Region,
phota 171, for an example of the resting posture, and of a bill which looks neither
dramatically thin nor upturned.

Is there =nough evidence to accept the bird as 3 Red-throated? Probably not, given
“he confusion over the bird's identity and the lack of really specific description of
the head pattern, back pattern, or bill shape. I think this should probably be
thought of as one that got away.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?¥Facific Loon ' 8»}_12
How Many?1
Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-off Jester Fark

Habitat7swimming on large reservoir
g

Date?d Nov 1987

TimeZapprox. 11:45 a.m.~12:30 p.m. =

Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, 1A
S0010

Others who saw birdiMark and Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb

Description of bird:The bird was swimming alone and, except for
several Bonaparte’'s Gulls feeding nearby, there were no other birds
tor size comparisons. The bird did seem smaller than several Common
Loons I had seen earlier. The most striking feature of the bird was
the strong contrast between the head and the rest of the bird. The
head and neck were light gray in color, except for some slightly
darker streaks on the side of the neck. These streaks were probably
remnants of the streaks the bird had in breeding plumage. The rest of
the bird, including the back, wings, tail, and flanks, was very dark,
almost black. The head was held tilted slightly upward. The forehead
was very smooth and rounded, not steep like a Common Loon. The bill
was short, stout, and dark colored. The bill did not appear nearly as
long and thin as the bill of a Red-throated Loon. The lack of a sharp
line of contrast between the throat and the back of the neck puzzled
me at first. Field guides only show winter and summer plumages +or
Facific and Red-throated loons. I was sure the bird was not a
Red-throated Loon because the bird did not have a small enough head,
the bill was the wrong shape and size, and because the bird had a
plain, unmarked back. I therefore concluded that the bird was a
Facific Loon that was molting from summer to winter plumage. Mark and
Beth Froescholdt saw what was probably the same bird on the 7th and
initially thought the bird was a Red-throated Loon. In retrospect,
however, the agreed with me that the bird they had seen was praobably a
Facitic Loon.

Similar species and how eliminated: The slimmer, shorter bill, rounded
head, and sharp contrast between the neck and the back eliminates
Common and Yellow-billed loons. The shorter, straight bill and
unmarked back eliminates Red-throated Loon.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were good with a
clear sky and the sun behind me. Optical equipment used was a
Buschnell 20-43x spotting scope.

Frevious experience with species:] saw three Pacific Loons at
Saylorville last fall
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How loang before field notes were made?none written

How long before this form was completed?? days
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

PCLC.. \‘7[\{ C L@e’\/\ How many? l
5%lo~rull(e_ — Testew (o. PacK

What species?

Location?
Type of habitat? Ne<s Maimes River Rogexvoiy

- o0 aw, 830 a. .
When? date(s): A/ov. 7, 1987 time: q::‘ts,.:\.to 'I-'l(-f;ap:.

Who?your name and address: MGX‘K Yoescho ?cl'f' L -'SCawLL;‘L'e-cu&._
others with you: BQ‘HA ?YOQQCL.D’J-+, Dewnni g 'ﬂ\amﬂbéc"‘/\ . Bery E'gfls&éxg\
= Lw ) 4 VA N« S W
others before or after you: ?\0\‘:&1&]\3 SHeue Niwsmove 2 cbﬂs erri}-ar

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

A Swall leen Flow amd londed iw Rent of usS o4 close as 60 yards quway. I
was wetweon breeding awmd winter plumage with a cack-gveyish +hreat all Hhe way
dbwn o o white bveast ahove the water live. T+ had a Hhw week and head Like

o Cocmpcanit, a dicK backK aud head aud haek of neck, white wundersides whem i+
wevd . to

?vee/macl, o bkl slender hill, and +he head amd Slonder hill weve tarwed up
a4+ held its neck sheithed

wiite spetting ow the haek was ohsecved. TH Flaw once .,
uf*r;ti\ﬂ' most of Hhe +wme in He mecwing . T4 was diu{us 9uu'1’e offen aad ate o €ish
e, T was vecry Lifevont Gew o Gwwmen leew in Siye, Skape, and appearamee . We
-'H\ougbd’ + wag a Red—Hirenrted leewn due fo He Fhin had and hae K —(a “swaky h&:k“}) HS fovg
shaidt neck, awd especially i ur_lwecf bill /oot. n the oftecnsen we we-ud' hack amd sa.
4+ agaiw - this Hwe this shall foen widn Hhe hcll-geygish Heott Shewed ’Hs n'ec}f et |
Shaighht upvidht ke bere but cuxved like o Gumwon loons week amd 15 hill was wainly
ovally was the il mp%w‘v\ed. he bill ifself appeaved

herigpnitl and et wpvigt — only ocasi ‘ ‘
4o ve o slewdor siwight bl Hat was up-l—mmecl Sligb&l\i Fewm being \row-bm\hf as
+he head +Hited ufawaﬁ:l. He uphcned bill was wet at o ?\—cmwuc'ﬂc] 20° omgle as

(OU'Q"'I"> g

——

Similar species and how eliminated:

Common (sens axe wlkrew with o e head amd neck amd largor iwm siq0, M
St have AL chrl-gwayish Hreoad any Hme, They have o javger Wil .

Red ~tHwotted (gens ave discuwssed iw olwsexvatiew fpart,
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identificatjon? Veg
we shil havwe a fw reservations abeud ourselves. T'wm wet
If yes, explain: suxe what dewwy amd Becy axe thiwking aheut i+ wow. T've
wmentioned ouwv thoughts e F .
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

L{gb\'{' ain e 00— 31004 m . And Hen S‘kffed' C'_’QlchJj all wwrﬁ\\"\ﬂ.&. C(athj in P oo
ot \hﬁg\‘-{-q-(-‘ L;;»h:vxc-e_.s e 60 ﬂa-ﬂié — A5 yards jw a\.m.-(*eS'FQM("’ed)amd e-200 30.-r&§
™ pw. tad gsed looks Lhew i+ wes Closest im pw. B30 Biwecs, 2% Scpe.

Prgvious experience with species and similar ones: seem wawy Comwen (9ews (w Wifh pluweages

Have Secw breeding Pluwmage frcific oud Red—the. loens but wp winter plawmage emes, '
References and persons consulted before writing description: _

Moy < At . '3&!.,@&4‘@1‘59’&5 gm&vs' Relbhiwng gu& y Seahr&s, AAJMLE’A M&S'{'e*r G{Aé&,f‘h&bi“sm, fb.q_h

How long before field notes made? whle viewiwa end this form completed? Moy 3 8 1987 Ebe
Hat widht

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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ove ook states. We Hiought it wes o Red— Hvorted Leem
still it we had doulsts . whem we @0{’ heme , we checkod oYher
heoKs — Soakirds by P Haesom, Auduben Master Suide, Pougly baok,

R. T Betersom's old Feld gude . C‘Uone. of He heoks lgue any Cammant

apout diffecemces w appearsvees (w om exkended-neck—JooK Hat we
Saw i the meewng sueh as Red<throated vs. Pacific laews.) We ~aike d

with  Steue Dimsmave some and discussed 1 weve ourselues amd
stadied oux quides awd refevewce hozKs sowe wove. We el Hut it
S o Bedic laom due do the hill beng a slewdec Steaight bll, The
bill was upfurned when Hhe head was uphaned slightly and et ot &
qreact ?W'\'\NV\GQJ GN\%‘Q as PRed-—Hreoted leems Shauld bhe. Semc
usheakions iw Sowe of fhe quides Shw an uptwrned hill fook v

both Pac{ic and Gwmon leems  sinlacr o seme degree ag Jo what
we ohsovved. —The il iHself did wwt appeay” do be. cuvved

u‘>m1‘$ hot Q_P(ibea.mci to be S-w‘w\\‘gld‘mcl weL < A*;:F:;ch{ when
Hpe \\le was 4—\.urw0.cl U\?u/&fd.



