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Suanery of the 1984-85 Winter haptor ourvey 

of Westfield Townshin, Feyette County, Towe 

cy 

\ roed survey of wintering reptors wes conducted in Westfield T
ownship, } 

Fayette County, Jowa, from December oT, 1984 te Fepruaery 23, 1985. ihere 

were eight total survey deys out of e nine week period. The survey that 

woulc heave teken nlece on January 19, 1985 was cencelled due to poor weether > 

conditions, these conditions ceuse raptorial birds to sit tight in protectec 

A totel of 148 reptors, representing f species, were observed. ned-teiled 
- 

( 

Hawks made up 81.75 percent of the total count, followed by Rough-leg
gec 

Hawks at 8.78 percent of the total count end Sharo-shinned Hawks, Loggerneaed 

Shikes at 2.03 nercent of the winter reptor count. 

wide veriety of weather conditions were experienced on the 1984-85 

inter Rantor Survey of Westfield Township, with this mixed veriety of 

conditions came some interesting effects. 

"ost sections were covered from the roed, but Some areas were wal
ked to 

ensure an edeauate survey of wintering reptors in this township. 

Since the counts were conducted during the daytime, the nocturnel owls 

ware lergely under-represented, with the common Great Horned Ow
l and the 

ey 

stern Screech Cwl ebsent from this survey. e
s
 

ey
) 

Documentetion forms were completed for all rare sighting, which made up 

a substantiel number of species in this study perioc. The Loggerhead ohrike | 

hes been classified as a raptor in this study, as shrikes function ecologically. 

as raptoriel birds. 

The fact that Westfield township, Fayette County, Towa, has a high 

percentage of State controlled land, which would support wintering Red-teiled 

Hawks,mey be the reason for there high numbers during this survey. 



ae
) 

O
 

Page 

Page 

Page 

Page 

Page 

Pege 

Page 

a
e
 

a
@
¢
 

6
 

e
@
 

a6
¢ 

$
@
 

e
e
 

e
e
 

s
a
 

e
s
 

Parti 

Summary of the 1984-85 Winter Raptor Survey of Vest: 

Township, 

Table of Contents Pore Gs. 

5 ae 

Pe i ee 

j 

a at 

1ele 

Fayette County, Jowa. 

Tehble-of Contents 

Table 

Table 

Teble 

Table 

Table 

1eab1e 

Table 

Taboie 

Table 

Table 

Teble 

Table 

Table 

| - 

8 - 

GQ - 

10- 

ll- 

le- 

a 

Miles Driven 

+ 

Time Begin anc Time ind 

Temp. (Begin) end Temp. (End) 

Cloud Cover, Snow Cover, Precip. 

Wind Dir. and. Vel, 

Species, Number, and Percent of Composition 

Sex and Age of Selected Species 

Dark and Light Phese Hawks 

hetivity of Species 

Results of Svecies by Section 

Yumber of Raptors occurring in eech Hebitet Type 

Number of Raptors observed by Vete. 

Red-tailed Hawk by Date 

Rough-legged Hawk by Date 

Estimete habitat-—type



Fable i 

bie ifjiles Driven 

t
e
 

ay
 

@
M
 

Date ijiles 

Dec, 27,84 a3 

ae Fs: 83 

gon. 31,85 ee 

ican, 26.85 86 
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Table 2 

Time Begin and Time End 

Date percin 

| Dec. 2/.84 B20 f£.N, Seok Pl . 

Jan. 4.85 3 8:00 A.M, 2230 Pi, 

gan, 11.373 Bs00 AV. ee 3 Fa, 

i Jan, 26,85 9300 Aoi. 50 30) Pili. 

Peo. £6 h 5 G2 50 Ail, est) 2... 

Feb. 10.8 S230 Av, eis) Po, 

Pep. 23.55 O25 J. cis Po, 
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Temp. (Begin) and Temn, Cond) _ 

Date Temo. (Begin) Temp. (nd) 

i Dec. 27,84 31+ 37+ 

Jan. 4.0% B+ 34+ 

Jan. 11,85 134 | 10+ 

Jen, 26,85 O+ 18+ 

iFPeb. .<.85 -15 B+ 

'Peb. 9.85 14+ : 19+ 

Feb. 16.85 22+ PT + 

Feb, 27,85 22% 34+ 

Cloud Cover, Snow Cover. Precis, 

Date Cloud Cover snow Cover Precip. 

Dec. 27.84 Cver 3/4 overcast 4 inchs Trace (rain) 

gen. #£,6° Clear 2 inchs Wone 

Jan, 123,85 + ~ 4 overcast 4 inchs Trace (snow) 

jen. 26,85 Over 3/4 overcast >» 1ncns wone 7 

Reb 2435 Cleer f inenhe None 

Pap. 9,85 Over 3/4 overcast 7 inchs Trace (snow) 

Pep. 16,85 4 ~ 3/4 overcast 71 3768 None | 

Feb. 23.85 Over 3/4 overcast Trace 1/3 inch pein) 

Wind Dir, one vel, : 

Dete Wind Diz. 12). 

Dec. 21404 D4 5 mph, 

Pils Pea Pes NV 10-15 mph, 

Jen, a ce Ne ba LO=-15 mph, 

| Jan, 26.85 34 5-10 mph. 
ifen, 7,85 Nes 10-15 mph, 

i Peo. 4.5% a ths Li mon, 

Feb, 16.85 NeW. 15-30 moh. 

i Pep, 23.85 i. 13-21 mph.
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Species, Number, and Percent of Composition 

page 3 

species Number Percent of [oral 

Northern Goshawk 2 1,353 

Cooper's Hawk 1 65% 

Sharnp-shinned Hawk 3 > 0) 3% 

Red-tailed Hawk if) . 8) 75% 

Rough-legged Hawk 13 | 8.78% 

Hawk, Sp. | 2 1, 15% 

Barred Owl e 2 35% 

Loggerhead Shrike 3 2.03% 

Shrike. sp. ; 08% 

Total 148 100.00%5 

Total number of species / 

Table 5 

Sex end Age of Selected Species 

: Age ex 

Species Ad Imm = Ff 

Northern Goshawk 2 2 

Cooper's Hawk b i 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 1 i; 2 

Red-tailed Hawk 116 5 66. 55 

Rough-legged Hawk 7s 6 a 

Barred Owl C 
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Species. 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Dark Phase Light Phese 

4 y, 

Table 7 

Activity of Species 

Species Perched Pilying/Sosring Hunting 

Northern Goshawk i 7 

Cooner's Hawk Say 

Sherp-shinnea Hawk 

red-tailed K
O
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: 7} ‘ad Wale Rough-lesgec Haws x
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. 
Hawk, SD. 

Barred Owl t
e
d
 

J
d
 

Loggerhead shrike 

onrike, 

Totels 105 41 2 
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Number of Rantors occurring in eech Habitat ivype 

Tabitat-type* i 5 oe oF 2 
Species 

sorthern Goshawk 
Fa 

Cooper's Hawk 
a 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 C 
ked-tailed Hawk 2. 3 3 4 58 s 
Rough-legged Hawk = ae i 2 
Hawk, 8p, L 1 
pearred Owl 

| 2 
Loggerhead Shrike 2 1 
Shrike, sn. 1 

Totals , 7 : Sy 7 14 i? . be 2 148 

Neabitat-Type Key* 

‘Plowed crop ground. 

Unplowed crop ground. 

Gressy meadow (pasture), 
Narsh or wetland, 

windbreak or farmstead (less than 20 acres), 
Riverbottom woods. 

Upland woods, 

Re 

Fo 

3 

| 

a. 
6 

‘i 

8 “iscella neous (e.g. urben), 

Saietitaia thane 



Table 10 Page 7 

Number of Rantors observed by Dete. 

Species 12-27-84 1L-4-85 1-11-85 1~26-85 O-2-85 2-93-85 in 1 4p ek 3-8 

Northern Goshawk : 1* |* 

Cooper's Hawk 1* 

Sharp-shinned Hawk | | 1% 1* 1* 
Red-tsiled Hewk 14 if 20 19 a3 18 14 © 

Rough-legged Hewk i 1 5 j 2 4. i 

Hewk. Sv. Hf i 

Barred Owl ) i BA 

Loggerhead Shrike tbe oe 

Ps «ce. 68, i 

[Ota .s 16 18 Mal Co L6 25 17 7 

* Documentation Porm Extraordinary Bird Sighting in Towe 
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