
oe gt ‘IOWA CHRISTA BIRD COUNT : SUMMARY. 

‘Reports were received from 31 Tocals bier thio. year, one Less’ han’ in 
15.6 Losses were Pine Hollow (cancelled due to severe weather), North > 

‘Linn County. (probably also a weather casualty), and Webster City. Several 
other’ counts were definitely hampered by weather, Des Moines and. Wagsipinicon 
River. Valley among them. Much welcomed new counts this year are BeSoto NWR | 
and. Mason City. There were three name changes, ‘two due to small shifts in> a 
count circles: Larrabee moved a couple miles south and became ¢ Cherokee, and 
Wheatland moved. about 10 miles north and became Los t. Hesioniy Botgnepest | 

1s. now. known as Keosaugua. we 
Davenport: again led ali. counts ah 67. species, bub a clos @ s ohallenges 

was: Shade: by Dubuque with 64, an outstandingly complete count = an Saou iS | wit aan Se oe 
of what gan be done with close coverage by good observers. > ae 

Participants were down to 450 from lastyear's record 484, proba bly es nea 
weather-related, as was the drop for the second straight year in the Cotte 
Species | count. This year 111 were recorded, down from last year's 115 and 
the record 116 in 1975. The drop is apparently due to chance misses of La 
few rare BOEGLES as shown under "Notable. Misses", belowe | 

‘This year's prize- for the most unusual happe sning on a CBC. deri nites eo eae 
goes” to the Red Rock BLOUD y who were surpriséd upon returning to their panko 
ears by several officers of the law who were interested in their activities 
in the. APC. “It seems a dead body had been located nearby and the entire | 
birding group became suspects, were interrogated, and subsequently released 
efter a two-hour delay. Little did Compiler Stravers suspect that the body | os 

was planted by the Shenandoah SrOUP y who waned to pane the Red Rock count 
and. beat Lier uae: veer. 

Spooies Comments 

-@his section will" ‘dis scuss species reports about whieh: Ie have’ some 
reservations, or would like to comment upon. All are marked in the Table. 
with an asterisk. Of. mine tt comments are’ welcome. Please. do not construe 
Sbis: as ‘personal ebiticism it is meant to be ‘constructive. 

“Amerioan Bittern: ; the DeSoto compilér ‘reported andAmerican Bittern” 
the _docunentation for which included the following descriptive Beationie se 

"Bird flew. ain front of vehicle at about 30 yards and landed in tree 
Bhbrokiletely 150. yards aways’ Typical bittern ‘outlines. Broad short aie: 
dane c prone Geloration, slow measured wingbeats.' : ; ng 

This does not eliminate Black-crowned. tient Heron, ‘whieh: is as Likely a 
imerican Bittern in the Missouri Valley in early winter. — Indeed, ithe SC a 

fact that the bird landed in a tree suggests. that it was a Night Heron, the a 
most likely species being the Black-crowned. Conclusive field marks for... 
American Bittern (blagk whisker mark and dark primaries in flight) were note 
noted. » Purthermore, the Night Heron flies with slower wing seats” than wee 
American Bittern, and has shorter, broader wings. | 

Considering the above, I submit that this bird was “just as. “Likely to 
“have been. a Black-crowned Night Heroh( immature). re ee 

“Red=breasted Merganser: — One was reported from ‘Omaha pee no detalles 
fales are readily identified, but females must.be carefully neparated TE ae 
Female Comion Mervansers. — details should be. provided, et re 

Northern: Goshawks | One was reported from Lost Nation, . ‘also. without 
detalles ts Acceptance of | Goshawk reports requires separation from Cooper's 
fawkes Brown-plumaged birds are very difficult ‘to separate — in the field. — 

youalneon 3. Hawks Only, one was pepor ted this: Year). ‘EFom, DeSoto Nite 

White the’ identification may bo 
“have "aoubts,. based on. the following ye 



MP iN eh : Uy . maven ‘ 

. rere) . F 

MN, : 

"smosts optimum cecurrence tines 

ne Ayes ‘No. mention | was mdse “ine the detaila provided of ae patieen or 
underwing pattorn, If well seen, this information could help e oliminate, 
for example, an immature. dark-—phase Red-tailed Hawk. (note. that immature” cae 

p Red=tails do have barred tails) or one of the wide range of plumages | oF eee 
- Rough-legged Hawk, both species” being very common this Yoana ve Hie Be See 

ery (a). There has never. been. a specimen of Swainson's Hawk. taken. noehn 
of Texas. ‘in tho central United States (see Browning, Amavioan Birds 28s: 865 ae 

eee in Specimens indicate that some 82% of thos 58. birds found in the Tndted 
> statins immatures, which are very difficult, if not impossible, to identify _ 
ue the field (see also. Browning). Hes es 

ose (e) If indé@ed any Swainson! s Hawks occur this Cae ‘north. in winters 
ya we. calmly identifying: the 82% of these which are immatures as soho 
else? — Very few counts report "Buteo sp": this pear only Lowa. City and. 
Omaha did BO. Furthermore, if only 18% of the Swainson'ts. Hawks: ‘occurring 
in winter in the United States are adults, then one could assune that ‘the ee 

rary ee reports in the last ten Iowa CBC's could be. extrapolated to. include Phe 
650 immatures which were misidentified as something else, I submit. hate en one 

. there. gust. are not this many Swainson's Hawks in Iowa in winter, if: anges 
Golden Baga: The three individuals reported (with excellent details Pave 

‘may in fact be two, as. Petersen suggests that the Prénceton and Davenport 
3 birds. may have been the. sames — their plumages appeared to be identical. © 
oo NRedeshafted" Flicker: | Reported from three localities, but ineluded oe 
with Common Flicker’ ain the. Table. — DeSoto NWR had Pive, Mason ae CHE and. oe 
Omaha threes ae , oo 
ad Savannah, Piola, ‘and Lincoln's “Sparrows 5 ‘The only report of. Savannal penne 
Lo Sparrow was from DeSoto, with excellent dotails provided. However a Fiela 
Sparrow was reported from Lamoni, but no details were given. A incoln's: “hie 
| Sparrow was found at Oakville, wehl described. Details must be provided cae 
-  @ach of these species, as well as Chipping Sparrow, which Was not reportid 
ae, Ads. year. See also Ves per. Sparrow, below. 
He es Vesper Sparrow: five were reportea from Ottunwa, without details. As ae 
Danis is not a difficult bird to ide lentity when the white tail-feathers are. Sete 
it should be- Simple to document. Identification becones risky whthout eo seeing these white feathers, There are several Iowa CBC reports of thig” 

species, but only two were documented: one well-desribed at Clinton in 1962, fs ey! “and one poorly described from Davenport in 1964, when four were “closely | Rae 
observed by Elton Fawks". Such documentation depends heavily on the ebility, 

OO OF the observer, who, however, may not be. known | to the compiler (in this | ease I am convinced). , : 
oo  MOregon Junco"s | ‘Reported from DeSoto WHR @) and Omaha. (5 but included oe Northern Juno in the Table. : 

se “According to past CBC asta, the following may be. ‘tho best finds: for” 

isan Ms LG Swan apie This’ is the. first Lowa cae ‘peport! of. a . swan,” ‘pound: ae 
TO rent on the Shenandoah count. Some apparently were seen during the: count 
period at Rathbun in 1971 (IBL 42: 12). The possibility remains that. the. 
iver ton” swan was a Trumpeter (see longer note). | | pets 
get ts (bd) American. Bittern: The controversial DeSoto eee cs TF this. bird” Cees 
PU tee indeed an American Bittern, it would be the third Towa Be | Peport «. ; ree 
8 Black-crowned Night Bergns: the second fowa CBC report. — Ne EE Soe 



J tats te) White rronted. Goose: idee only’ the ouana: Toye cB Bononty and. 
alee from DeSoto NWR. ‘The first was Peper ied from Omaha. indicating ‘that 

, uy pneee birds linger with Snow Geese 

Pea tay Pine Grosbeak: Although. ‘he. third Towa cae. report, this may. “be ps 
the: “Bird: of the Year" due to its general. rarity at ae time. in Lowa. gee 
under "Population | Comments". | a oe 

Notable Misses: 

we  Bavhape. thost: uuppris ve is. “Red Crovsbill, : in. Viel of the | anoreased. “Aumbe: 
oe: finches ans the State this year. It was. however reported during the count - 
oo period at Decorah. _ Two other species seen during the count period 
tne but missed on count day were Pied=billed Grebe and “Burflehead, both | 
Cab. ‘Dubuque. ‘These. species and others which have been seen more ‘than five — 
Himes | in Bae lest ten vader are dis ted elowsy) F's. fe nee Bee 

 “pea-billea Greber | 3 OE ean' 8 yeaah tee 
toa BuPflehead ee Ge oe a 

Sak Hooded: Nerganser 
Hermit, Thrush — 
-. Ruby=crowned Kinglet: 
> Yellow-rumped Warbler 
fo Red Crossbilliy 
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Pouulation Counonts 

Pies: Grosbeak, this. is only. the: third ime ‘thie species has bean 
recorded on an Towa CBC, yet this yoar it was found at threo localities | 

of (Cedar Rapids, Dubuque, and Yellow River Forest) for a total of As individual 
aa ae present. the invasion appears to bo restricted to the northeast, but. as. ee 
winter progresses, more may be found further south and west. I ‘have anf 
unconfirmed report of one at Omaha. _ The previous reports were in 1964 | 
ees at Davenport) and 1954 (15 at Dubuque and 1 at Pine Hollow). 
9 Other Winter Pinches Numbers are ger ana rely: up for three of these. 
species, , although hardly at invasion levels ne This ye ear's | totals” are about 
feo bhe: ‘samo as Hehose: of alos os on Paros 

ae: COR pr gE ae a 1976 1915 ITA 
- Byvening Grosbeak | ‘ie 24 ke Ae a me 

— Comnon: Redpoll A5O- Age Oe Pee 

, eine: Sis sin oe wes cao 599. ae 

ee Feuple. Pinch numbers are, about the Bae as ‘last your's, but far below 
the banner Jen, of 19T4s ee ea eee, 

| Purple Pine ee ae 300 CS 

Lag Diurnal: Rabtora: po. of the four nost. common in "Toua’ in winter (Rea~tailea 

Oe aad Rough-legged Hawks, Bald Hagle, and Ame;ican Kestrel), numbers of the» 
(ooo first three. were sharply higher this year, the Kestrel about averages, 
so Somparina, this. year's” totals with the average number present 1974—76, Rough— 

oo Legaed Hawk was up. 155%, Red-tailed up 58%, and Bala Bagle up. B28. "there. 
‘966m 40: be more. dumature edetad La ain the State this year, suggesting that 
‘the entire population 1 may ‘be wintering further north| Finatures. generally. 
winter further south than. adults). “Possibly the rodent population. as at. 
hig ga spore ain this area, which alad. would explain the ex treme] he nun ber 

5 “Leaged Hawks: ‘present. \ Dae ee Bagle story, BeGms Ne hp? Ve 8 sach 

a
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seen would indicate "ipso weadlas Sauces in roe 

oo ee een a oe gee 
o Horned Lark oie oN BOGS a eo BBO ob 

Lapland Longspur (sss. a ce 1457) 
en Mota Co 84 " 

S Woce see a This. year Prior jnyear, average | 
Mourning Dove | tee TAS fe eee, (1297 | 
Redheaded. Woodpecker: RABE ee 690 - 
Carolina Wren OOO aa eee (26 

Mfosapooker numberd were” markedly increased’ despite the eoid antes: seobatd 
‘because of birds. moving south from Minnesota Seer Last years: Ss ea summary) 9 
thus increasing the prior three-year AVELAZe » 
explain this: year's: conadeenergay or Cae ee ae eae ee en a 

As suspected, this species does occur at all. locations, 
being reported from. all this year for the first time for a Lain (2) total 
of 6933. dindividuals. — We will now be able to chart its progress 
‘downward. PO ks wk Sp | 8 , 


