
les new count vas, 

1g Lowa Christmas Bird Count Summary 

Even ‘though a “record aa localities | reported. thie. year, the 

slaora, but ‘there wore ‘three returnees from 

previous y: yoars: ‘Cedex Falls, Spirit Lake, and Wapsipinicon River 

Valley G weather ceasualty last year). : ‘The only count from last 

Pe year not reporting was Nason city, on perhaps everyone is frozen. 

Davenport for the 26th straight tine, lec all counts with 69 A 

species, | but the last two years must be making then nervous. me : 

te the toughness of the cedar Rapids compiler ; in | eliminating three ae 

species ‘for inswficient docunentation, his count just failed oo 

 @deLoage Davenport. Shenandoah also had 68 species, due. “to. a 

ee good waterfowl ‘count, and Dubuque | was ‘fourth with: 64 | “These top 

“counts must be glad. waterfowl don't Like Towa city, as that locality, 

voce fifth with 60. species. despite, a lack of duck species. 

This. year also. saw oy far a recora, show of observers: 556, 

eens with the previous ‘record of 484 in 1976. | ‘This is a a healthy 

trend, allowing t more “parties (a record 195 this year) and thus 

| better © coverage and more statistically significant data for use 

eae fut ture ‘analyses. 

“Despite these healthy. factors, the | total species list of 

Me failed to neet the record 6 set in 1978. ‘The reasons why 

oe new “record was: not set are ‘discussed buibe. 

-— Spaotes Connents 

Two species were reported which would have made a socal of aT 

ae sot a, new species record. “These were not ineluded because of 

epson, (turkey Vuiture) or - insufficient - (Swainson": S Hawk) 

documentation. — one of the species: eliminated at Cedar Rapids : 

because of failure of the observer to supply details was- Greater 



 Soaupy a an entirely plausible species where waterfowl are present 

Daa late fall and early winter, ‘especially 3 in eastern owas ee 

tinder | “tlotable 1 Misses" below for species seen during the count ped 

on others which | were missed this year. 

In “general, ‘docunentation is markedly improved, ‘for which | I 

ee very. appreciative. — Compilers have, the responsibility of 

gathering ¢ details on unusual, or rare sightings and deciding whether | eee 

os include then in their count ‘tabulation. oo 

“Last year a went into, some - detail about Swainson! s Hawk 

re inte aa Towa in. winter. at the risk of t being boring, herewith c 
ae addendums ‘eking ; into account ‘the fact that ‘this is a specics 

ae listea for winter in Lowa, or any of the ‘surrounding states nor : 
a a8. far south as | Oklahoma, Arkansas, « or . Louisiana, a sonwhat 

(a ily - Anoreasbte : 18 birds have boon reported (alldjaodoptea) in 
oS eadle. through this year. No details were provided for nine of 

20 tesa) and details for four more wore | insufficient to eliminate 
Te 3 nwdeaniod | Hawk. i “This leaves five birds for which the | details 

— eauivecanty re raise the possibility of a winter Swainson's Hawke 0 

birds at Des. iioines an 1 1962 had "pale wing 5 Linings and. dari flight 

feathers" 6 and | were in an area where: the species haa bred that sumone 

usffhose birds. also had the usual characteristics considered to. be 

( atamostic « of § Swainsont s but which in fact are comionhy oe 
 edatadia - in winter > (dank breas st with ‘no ) belly streaks or underside 

( etroakings ba barred or pale undertails slig ght dihedral th slight). 
as at Rathbun | in 1915 had "Light and darker contrasting of the 

is not specific enough fo 
underside of ‘the: wings but this description * ‘ x characterise | 

Swainson's. ce “There wore ‘two reported fron Omaha this ‘year 

| : a (by. difzeront t observers) 1 both : possensing pale wing g Linings and: oe pees 



ark flight feathers, one of ‘these vas a dark bird, and @ | it as. 

— eonjeoturat whether thas field character holds Uz ith dari sea 

Presently 1 L ao not feel qualifies to state ‘unequivocally that this 

contrasting underving pattern is | completely diagnostic of Swainson! sg 

Hawk. o Coptainly it is not sufficient to. allow Whe’ would be 

tantamount to. a State seasonal record, considering, as stated 

Fi ay aber, that this specie S is not accepted as a winteyira in Towa ae 

and surrounding sta tose “Finally, 1 would welcome comments: on 

oe problem. 

Tuo counts reported | 2uby-crowed King slet, ‘neither with details. 

Se this species is rare in winter in Towa, doounentation should be- 

the? Leadowlark dilema continues, with northwestern counts: 

25 pechetay correctly reporting all tiesterns: and some ‘southeastern one 

counts more > questionably reporting all Sesterns. Those birds : 

which can be identifies by call (this method is most reliable, as 

© aeoussed in Bent!s Life Histéries : try to Listen +0. some a 

thts | sumer uihose songs S you can hear to got. a feeling for the calls), 

oe or even | plumage should be listea by species, and the rest 

nue improved. The Ponty, #ield and Ves sper $ arrows | reported were 

ae the south: and east, where a, tow undoubtedly occur in winter. 

5 "Meadowlark sp." oe There as | probably ¢ a significant movement 

| of Westerns ; south and eas st in “winter in Towa. ; ven, a tow of the 
rv 

Ter gt 

: as tae a oarsoee are ‘concerned, the situation here is. 

| Documentation for sighting 38 from other areas is required, however. 

_ Minooln's S Sparrow 1 Wass. well-described from both areas: reporting ity 

and, + as “expected, no Chipping Sparrows: were ‘reported. . 



|) Stee cum to Table 

“Sone | subnitte: observations do not fit well into a Table 

oy n species, and are ‘therefore listed here. 3 Addi tional races 
pee o listed nunerically din the table (Pickers, Suncos) as well as. 

ee ithere identification to species was “not made, the sighting [ 
ae Bis liste hore (duok Bey ete. de In such cases hovever, where ve 

_— failube: ta list a sighting in the Table ‘would deprive a count of 
ae species, obse--vations were a signed arbitrary to a species in 

ote Table ms Gull ‘sp. at Burlington was listed. as Ring-billea in the. 
Mabie). 

La pane Spe Omaha 4676 bie Gull sp. .< -Burlington 2. 012) (Listed as Ring igebited) Sutoe spe  § fowa City | bie | 
ietee rea cer eas Omaha 

ee ee eae Yellow River Forest 
Owl: Spe ee fowa City 
 Red-shafted Flicker ¢ maha — 
Shrike Spe Dubuque a 

a - _ Marble Rock | 
7 Blackbird - sp. “Omaha. coe S 
Oregon Junco  Omana > 

(Listed as Conmon) 
(Listed as Log serhead 
(Listed as Log v-erhead 

r
e
y
 
w
a
e
 

(Listea as Northern) | 

“Best Birds 

Based on past v8C data, and in approximate order of merit, 

“those wore:. 

“Karsh ren: Third CBC record, but the first for 24 years. 
Jrown's Annotated List Sives a Jan 2, 1955 
record, and os counted this” year at 
Squaw vroek, | 3 

;  White-frontea ¢ wooses Seen two years ina row, but only the © | A i oe thang CBG record. | Eropably Previously overlooked 
amon other geese. - 

|  Yellow-headea Blackbird: Fifth CBC record. ‘One was also at BOL Ra oui gy Marshalltown feeder during count period,’ aah was not Tecorded | on count ee | 
Selo Oapeeya. . / Sbwonth: cae ‘pecord ‘and first for seven yoars. 0 : 

‘Pwo were reported, with best details from Iowa | ee Gity. The Rathbun bird was at close range and. | photdarapted, yi but the photo: has not ‘been ab ae 



ee “Ninth CBC records, but only the ‘thira | ain the last 10 
Cr ae Uden 

- Matas Kisses: 

Kost significant | in ‘this: category were two. species reported 

ee ‘the ‘count ‘period but not seen On “count aay. AY ownsend's 
(| Solitaire w was at Des Moines end white Pelicans at Keosauqua, on 

othe Des Koines: River. — ‘There have, deen four, previous 8c ‘records | 

Se | of. the Solitaire, but the only previous cao record of ithite Pelican a 

Des the sedentary loner on the Miss issippi River in 1975. 

"-Red-breasted lerganser was nob reported this year, even 

ee i has been seen nine of ‘the last 10 yours. Rea Toe 

(seven 0 of the last Fre yours) also was not reported, but neither 

es many other winter finches. 
yk 

Diurnal Shaptones A ter last year" g hij zh populations of 

a Roughlegs and Bala Bagles, this ; year saw a return to 

| normal levels for the latter twos while Red~tails stayed high. 

nt terns. of Birds: Per party (arr, figured « on a statewide ore 

here were 2. 7 Rea-tails (= 3ame- as  lasy
 yoar); O. 6 Roughlegs: (1. 15 . 

ne 2.0 Bald Bagles_ G. 2). Prior three-year averages for these 

a. are 2. 1 for Red-tails, cE - for Houghlegs, | and ceo 39 for oe : 

es Birds: “Perhaps | the is story of this year! Ss 

SRG is. the apparently incredible increase in | the Gray Partridge 
population : from a | three-year average of three birds (absolute 

count) 3 to this, year’ s total of 29k. ‘there wor By even f at _ 

ee (considerea by Halmi no’ to be locally raised). Perhaps tho 

| population is at a 1 peak and | range ‘expansion i
s taking pleco, 



Ring-necked | Pheasant also increased ‘aranatically and ourprisingly | 
ean light offie weather conditions the past two winters, more : 

EN eh doubling the last ‘three young : average BPP. | Is it possible 
2 that some ‘Pheasant and | vartriage are. entering the State from ‘the 

SE as and west as ‘Prairie Chickens once aia? “The Debates, 

| ats nore: i wouter 4 in distribution, naintained a | steady ee 

— | Mourning Dove: ais species wv was at normal levels after last 

+ your'e decline, whieh is elas: surprising in 13 ght of the heavy 

non cover in Towa this winter, ae 

| Woodpeckers: ‘Three species are s steadily increasing in 

| eden; Bela increase in breeding populations cleo, 

 Pileatea Yooapecker shows the Largest increase, having “doubled its” 

numbers 3 in three years. Both: the Hairy | and Downy Woodpeckers | are- 

" inoreasing also, but nore 8 sO ‘the Heinys In terns of BeP, ‘the, oe 

| Reiry has increased each year for the last four years (.. 6 to 2 8), 

ae has. the Downy. (8. O to ll. 8). As can be seen, the Hairy is i 

 Anereasing at a "greater rate. | -Rea-headed Woodpecker remained at i i 

ak low level of 0. 8 BPP compared with the his gh in 1976 of 6. 1 oo 

Field Mlocking birder Included here are Horned Lark, “Lapland 

oo and Snow Bunting, but gee Meadowlark, below. ALL 

| maintained | thoir very 28) Levels of Last year, even — 

oe the case of the § Snow Bunting. | “Horned Lerk had 36 BPP versus 

re in 1977 ana 8 in 19765 ‘Lapland Longspur 9« 2, lL 4, and Los 

ae Snow Bunting 4. 6, 3e Dy and i. Ae Heavy snowcover and cold 

oes north of Towa has probably caused thig: phenomenon. 

Carolina fivens This species has ‘declined disastrously aue 

ae severe winters. ‘From 29 biras reported in +1976 Me there Mere 
ote. three this year 7) Aeoline of pone 958 in terme af APP, 



— yous high of 12 en 

Golden-crowned Kinglote “Despite. much | concern (an, for. 

:  cateis, American ‘Birgs) about winter’ 8 effect on this species, 
aa recovered its normal levels this year (8 birds versus 18 last. 

yor). 

Niddrie ‘Taken as. a “group, Keadowlarks: were about | 

double 4 their levels of their prior ‘three-year ¢ average this year 
ae 9 versus. ae EP). “this is probably related to the inoree oe 

teeta] Piela | Flocking Birds (seo above). 

- Soarrowss Several observers noted | a ‘decline in American 

"Tres Sparrow, especially relative to Northern Junco. .. while the 

latter remaines constant: in “numbers (19 BPP ve rsus ‘the prior 

 threo-yoar average of 78), Tree ‘Sparrows declined to 41 BPP from : 

oa last year and 81 and 81 the previous wo years. Thus ‘there 

seems: to be a “three-year decline in progress. “ Perhaps hash 

winter conditions have reduced ‘the population, or at leas st sent 

then: further south than usual. However during the normal nigration 

periods the population Se oned dow, sugge sting that indeed the a 

"population is reduced. — For ‘some species, “wintering habitat 

| conditions + nay “ae stermine : subsequent breeding population levels 

> more than conditions during ‘the breeding period its elf. zi Perhaps: 

| this 4 is ha. yening to. the ‘Tree ‘Sparrow. Harris Sparrow was also 

reduced : ino numbers fron 3.9 BPP ticke_yourversnome (prior three ead 

yee average). to 1 is this year. 

“American Robin: “Taie species retina) to usual low Levsla(tron a 


