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Laurens, LA Sons 

Dear rom, 

tl apologize tor my rather cryptic note about the Swainson’s Thrush. I 

looked in lowa Birds and saw that the date was a recard late one and 

thought about the times I had nad difficulty in telling a Swainson’s 

from a Hermit Thrush. So I dashed a note off to you, with out 

explaining this, in hopes of getting a reply betore the field reports 

Were weptther wp. - ; } 

iI think 1t 16 reasonable to say that Swainson’s and Hermit Thrushes 

may be difficult to tell apart, especially when out of season. I can 

also say that I would ask Fete Fetersen or Roger Tory Feterson ta 

provide the same evidence for an out-ot-seagon bird. Fernaps I nave an 

acvantaqge of knowing the dates of migration and likeliheead of a bird 

being rare at a given date, although Ll have nad the @xperience art 

finding out later that a bird was out of date and wishing I had taken 

notes. lim gure that this can happen with banding tao. 1 had noaned 

that you photogragohed the bird in hand. 

At any rate, my request for turther data should not be taken ag any 

retliection om your ability. [ do the game tor any bird that 1s 

accidental aor distinctly out of season. I think this is the anly way 

We Cam qe@t really good data on lowa birds. 

You andicate that vou are somewhat trustrated in sending in reports. 

It would be helotul to know smecitically what you reter toa, 

it you are thinking of the Ferruginous Hawk record, all i can say is 

‘Welcome to the crowd." We aren't sure of any of the Ferruginogus Hawk 

records. Mine gob turned down too, even though 1 had canmvainced myselt+ 

that at was a good recard. Barb Wilson made an @xcellent presentatian 

an this species at the spring I0U meeting and will be writing aboup 

for TRL. Minneseata turns dawn more records of Ferruginous Hawk than 

any other species. Barb has examined the literature, looked at skins 

amd photos, and is comsulting experts in order to come up with a clear 

picture of what we should look for and observe in arder ta identity 

thig Species. 

Another record worthy of note 1s the gwan that you called me about. 

this spring (tl hope my memory 18 correct). Marion Brewer was the only 

one to document this bard and his description along with Nis protas 

allowed the records cammittee to identity this bird ag an immature 

Tundra Swan (I had called it a Trumpeter too). From my standpoint, the 

purpose of the review process 16 mot aniy to substantiate the tacts or 

an observation tor future workers, but also to learn more about 

identifticatioan, i try to keep my @0q0 SuDpressed when soameane disagrees 

With me or points out that [ could nave made some additional 

observatkions aon a bard. 

Anyway, Let me know more about your concerns. 

With best reqards,


