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bear dim: 

Enclosed is the summer field reports for final proofing. It took longer than 

usual to retormat the tiles that you sent. Part of this was due to my using a 

new word processor tWURD) and part to a iot of extra spaces and 

inconsistencies. in ali it took me about @ight Aours to edit the document. 

i moved your introductory material around to contorm to the generai uses of 

the various sections. | though the material you had under General Trends was 

discussion, so i put it and the acknowledaments in the Lomment section at the 

end, which is for this purpose. The material on regular birds, except for 

those that are very rare for the season, belongs under tbeneral frends, and the 

Unusual Sightings 18 generally limited to causals, accidentais, and extreme 

rarities, | 

GSreat-talied Grackie and House Finch are still on the casual list. AS a 

policy, we don’t report accidentals that are not documented. [heretore, the 

Rufous Hummingbird should be ieft out until documentation 18 received. Dates 

and piaces should oniy be given for rarities that you think wili be beyond 

doubt by the records committee. The Black-beilied Whistiing-Duck seems to be 

OK tor lb--the only question 18 origin, $0 date and place are OK. The Prairie 

Faicons are a no win Situation--possibly correct, but not weii enough 

described to have a high probabliaty of passing the review. 

in qenerai, we have not been mentioning species not seen. it they are rare, if 

is obvious that they were not seen. I lett in American Bittern and Greater 

Yellowlegs, because they might be expected. but they could be dropped toc. 

jnere are several grammatical changes that | mage repeatediy. 

-We do not use two Spaces after periods and colons. © 

-Sentences do not start with numbers--1l changed to semicolons or inverted 

intormation to get a word tirst. 

-County ames are oattset with commas. When the county name was followed by a 

citation, a comma doesn't fit, so 1 used “in“ betore the county name. You use 

the county name more than any other editor. I[ dropped those where the lecatiaon 

is well known (= in iowa Birds). 

-n 18 used only when modifying a location: e.g., n of Ames. 

-jun 18 used only when a date; @.qg., 10 dun, 10 were seen in June. 

i have @arked several questions in the text. 

The ¢1eid reports will run 7 pages. 1 am stiil Short of material to compiete 

the 1ssue, so it may take a tew more weeks to get it ready it i have to do 

some writing. 

Sincerely, 

fie 


