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FIELD REPURTS Lol Life
August was rather cool and wet, September had normal temperatures 33:)6"6"’;
e
and was slightly wetter than normal, and Cctober was extremely warm. !
The monthly average temperature in Des Moines was the warmest in 86
years of records. While the fzll migration is probably affected more
by weather and food supplies further north than by local conditions
there were some unusually early arrivals and, conversely, some late
arrivals, or individuals remaining here longer than usual.
As is so often the case, rerorts of dates and abundance vary from
section to section, and also as to species. The general impression
is that the warbler waves were not of proportions usually seen, but

there were more minor waves, or the birds trickled through.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans. A Common Loon on Lake Hendricks, near

Riceville, was seen on the early date 28 July. (DK). A Horned Grebe

on the Des Moines Reservoir on 6 November was largely in breeding plumage.

Fifteen Pied-billed Grebes were on Little Wall Lake 26 October. (DP).

A Brown Pelican was reported by Mrs. (eo. Wright a2s having been at

Twin Lakes, Rockwell City, from 14 September to the 22th. White Pelicans

in four flocks totalling about 250 were seen 7 September, 250 on the

20th, end 150 on 26 Cctober. (EG). At Union Slough there were 50 on

26 October, (JW), and 2t Sioux €ity, 150 and 250 on 15 and 29 September. (DH).
Herons. Eighteen Great Dlue llerons were seen 26 September, (DH), and

a flock of seven was migrating near Ames 21 Sepﬁember. (DP). An adult

Little Blue Heron was observed in August. (JW). ‘Tlhere were 30 egrets

Tfour miles below Bellevue late in October. (IJ). Common Egrets numbering

’2 were unusual, and one remained as late as 6 !ovember. Immature

Yellow-crowned liight Herons were unusually numerous while one adult was

seen in August. (JW).
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| Geese. Geese were, in the main, thought to be numerous. At Little Wall
Lake on 26 (ctober there were 29 Canadas. (DP), Several large flocks went
over Des Moines on 28 September, with a number of other reports around tlat
date. There were 100 at Pleasantville alsc on the same day. (GB). Large
flocks were reported throughout October, (Dick K). A few arrived 28 September
and peaked at 60 on 26 October. (JW). A flock of 4O White-fronted GCeecse
during the week of 6 October wes unusual for Union Slough. A goose shot
near Sioux City was icentified by a Nebraska Conservation Officer 2s a Brant. (DH).
There were mor ‘how Geese than usual with some unprecedented landings on farm
ponds. (GB). Coralville Refuge had 27 Blue and Snow Ceese on 26 Cctober,
with reports of flocks passing over for qiong period. (FK). At Big Marsh,
near Parkersburg, there were 800 evenly divided between Blue and Snow on
20 Octqper and other flocks were seen at Davenport between 3 October and 21. (PP).
Early flights of Blue and Snow were secn at Hamburg 28 August and 30, with none
until 6 October but the migration continues. They were sbundant in mid-Cctober
at Lemoni with several flocks every day. (DG). Migration at Sioux Uity started
early in September but flocks were considered smaller than usual. A flock of
5,000 geese and ducks, mostly reese, was observed late on 10 November and
identi€ication was uncertain. (D!).

Ducks. INewspaper stories told of large numbers of ducks on northern lakes
and in the easte'n part of the state, but from Iowa City, "Population very
thin, no large numbers or varieties with most ponds and marshes dried up.

Even duck hunters scarce after opening day." (FK). "Hunters say duck pop-

. .L ulation up slightly." (DH). At Little Wall Lake on 26 October there were

/EQ;?fKJ eight species of ducks, but 50 Mallards was by far the largest number of

. any[géégies. (DP). Only a small fraction of the number usually seecn at

the Des Moines Reservoir have been seen thus far., After the fifth annual
trip to & number of lakes in north central Iowa on 10 September, the migration
seemed early and heavy. (JK). Green-winged Teal were found at Big Marsh,
& flock of 150, (PP), a similar number on West Twin Lake, Rockwell City,

with 35 Redheadséhd 80 Huddy Ducks, and there was another 100 on
—f



///3 October to 6th, the 5éme as last year, with scme stragglers on 27 October.”
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Big Wall Lake. (JK). “More Green-winged than usual." (DH). Wood Ducks

are thought to have increased greatly with 1,600 at Union Slough late in

September. On 16 November there were still 900 present. C(n the same date L‘”k
4
there were ebout 15,000 ducks, mostly Mallards. (JW). An increezse in Wood :L*gJQ
58 o
Ducks wes noticed at Sioux Uity, (DH), and there were 200 at the Lynxville 53?*

Hawks. This group was widely noticed. " A fine flight on 22 Septem T
with 126 Broad-winged, 11 Red-tailed, 2 Red-shouldered, 2 Cooper's and 6
Turkey Vultures seen in two hours." (FK). A flight of 200 hawks, principalLaf
Red-tziled, with a few Broad-winged and Marsh and Cooper’'s seen 26 Septembe f x
(EG). "Two hundred buteos moved over Union Slough on 21 September." (Ji)
"More immature Red-tailed than in previous years, and first Roughmleggéd
seen or 9 October." (Di). Five Broad-winged and two Red-shouldered were seen
at Ames 21 September. (DP). At Akron the first Swainson's apreared 13 September
with a few others later. (EB). Another seen near Parkersburg 9 August. (RH),

Bald Eagles seen were, 21 Cctober, (iH), an immature 1 October, (JW), and

arnotiher immaiure 10 November. (DH).F; A good flight of accipiters from
e i wies

(DR). In Pine Hill Cemetery at Davenport & Sharp-shinned were banded from

11 September to 16 October. (PP)./ A migrating Goshawk sas wztched for 15
//—\... T T ,_-«"'.‘-"“‘—“-“_.
(’miyutes on 16 November, (FK), another soared over the Des Moines Reservoir

d_if,E;EEEEETEEEi and a third identified at Clarksville oF ? Cctober. (RQE:I///

e [4

"Female Marsh lawks were seen about every day in October with few males." (EB).
"At least 9 and perhaps 1l or more were at Big Marsh 20 October." (PP).

At Des Moines, A4 were seen 17 and 18 November., ‘Lhe only Ospreys reported

were one at Sweet Marsh 17 September, (RH), and another at Des Moines in October.
L Peregrine Falcon was seen near Parkersburg 3 August, (RH), and a large

falcon, thought to be a Peregrine,was sighted at Spring Lake. (Dick K).
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Spéﬁ?%w Hawks "were back to normal afteE;; low year in 1962." (TR), and "2 heavy
flight was observed 16 to 20 September with & or 9 to the mile for several
:ﬁays." (EB). A Pigeon Hawk harassed a floek of Blue Jays for 30 minutes ™n
19 September, but epparently made no attempt to capture one. (EB). "Red-tailed,
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks seen in normal rumbers." (DG). "All hawks, other
than Red-tailed, were thought to be scarce." (DK).

Pheasants, Bartridges. "lot nearly as many Ring-necked Pheasants as were

expected from earlier reports." (DH). Gray Partridges had a good nesting
year with coveys as large as & being flushed. (DR).

Rails, Shorebirds. "A good showing of shorebirds, yellow-legs, Pectorels,

200 peep and 15 Soras on 24 August, but few after that date." 2-3,000 Coots
at Coralville Reservcir 27 October, 21 Snipe at Swan Lake 29 Cctober. (FK).

1,600 Coots at ILittle Wall Lake 26 Cctober, (DP), and "hundreds" at Sioux City

e

in mid-September. (DH)A@ There was & good shorebird migration noticed at \ﬁ““\

\

Cgden until the area dried up. (Jim K). The situation at Des Moines was \

disaprointing despite the large number of mud flats during the season.

L U ——

Some shorebirds remained urusually late at Credit Island; 1 Least Sandpiper,

4 Dunlins, =nd 2 Sanderlings were seer 10 November. (PP). (), 10 September

S

an estimated 2,500 shorebirds, including 1,500 Stilt Sandpipers, were seen
at Union Slough. From 3-500 of this species have been seen in other recent
years. (JK). About 5,000 birds of 22 species were present at the peak, )
with S5tilt and Peectoral Sandpipers mosi abundant, arnd lescer numbers of ,
Least Sendpipers, Lesser Yellow-legs, Whj:_i:ft_a_—(rl_.z.qriped and Semi-palmated J

e e e,

Sendpipers. (JW)./ Several irmature Soras and an adult Virginia Reil were =

e

seen in an alfalfa field while mowing. (%B)./ Sanderlings were observed
regularly through September, with as many as 15 present, and 6ne or two
Marbled Godwits were seen frecuertly in August. (JW). #n American Woodcock
was banded 2 Uctober and another k4 October in Pine Hill Cemetery. (PP).

On 10 September West Twin Lake had 5 Northern Phalaropes, (JK), a few

days earlier there were 2 to L at Ogden, (Jim K), amé one had been seen
an;'f o w e a_‘{‘ Lahe Keowah near Os 4'*'/005“--“"‘ 2CP Sef#w}‘y'

at Union Slough’ (Jw)7 CTE)




JF

Gulls, Terns. A Franklin's Gull was seen 6 October. (RH). There was
only one flock at Ogden where they are usually seen regularly. (Jim K).
Mr. and Mrs. John Earlow saw 4 Caspian Terns 2i September in Black Hawk 2¢5e fewmber
hile 1¥ weve present o zwa
Park. (AH). At Lamoni there were 2 on 20 September’ (DG), A few Caspian Ko wmat EB)
and several Forster's Terns were &t Union Slough in September, while Ring-

Billed Gulls, Franklin's Gulls and Black Terns were intermittently common. (JW).

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls. At Lehigh on 20 September there were 2 5-day old

young Mourning Doves, and on 14 Cctober 2 young unable to fly seen at
Goldfield. (DR). "Compared with other yvears theu;ugb;; of Mourning Doves
netted was way up." Last Yellow-billed Cuckoo banded was 21 September, and
Black-billed 30 September. (FP). A late Black-billed was flushed from a

cornfield near Ames 12 Cectober. (DP).

Cwls, Nighthawks, Whip-poor-wills. A Snowy Owl was seen near Union Slough

7 November. (JW). There have been 5 Short-eared (Owls at the Lamoni airrort

since 16 November, (DG), and 2 were seen 3 November. (Jim K). The surprising

number of £§’Saw—whet (wls was banded from 8 October to é%;hEEEE-f_EE_EEf“}fEE;_EPP)'
The last Whip-pcor-will barded was on 28 September. JPP). A flock of 100

Common Nighthawks wae seen on 2 September, (FK), and 45 went over DNes Moines

on 10 September. Flocks were seen on 31 August and 1 September near Decorah,

and on 13 September at Ames. (DP), The last seen at Daverport was 1, October. (PP).

Humningbirds, Wocdpeckers. '"Very good migration of hummingbirds." (DR).

"More thar ever seen before and 17 netted." (GB). Nine banded. (FP).

Fifty Yellow-shafted Flickers were seen on 31 August. (FXK). "Greatest year
for flickers ever seen." (DR). A very large number, considerably more than
in any recent year, remained in Des Moines for several weeks. A Red-shafted
Flicker was reported by Nick Osness.es seen on 21 September. (RH). Yellow-

Cioht
bellied Sapsuckers were numerous in Des Moines. F*%éiffff_bandEd' (PP).

Several were reported at Siouy City, (DH), and these, with Hairy Woodpeckers,

appeared at Cgden for the first time in three years. (Jim K),
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Flycatchers, Hormed Larks, Swallows. The flycatcher migration at

Davenport was early with peaks on 27 August and L Sept., At the same

time there have been some unusually late dates; an Eastern Phoebe banded

22 Cctober; the last of 10 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers banded 13 September;‘-
Acadian, 25 September; Traill's, 5 Cctober; and Least Flycatcher. 29 September.

Say's Phoebes

_which had been located at more than 20 locetions around Akron were seen

until 29 September. (EB). "Many, many flocks of Horned Larks in northwest
some numbering nearly 1,000,

Iowa 10 to 13 November.™{(DH). "Large flocks of swallows,, mostly Cliff,

were seen prior to their departure in mid-September." (DK). "Small flight

of CLiff Swallows 1k August and three succeeding days." (DG). "Heavy flight

of Barn Swellows on 26 September." (D).

_////;lue Jays, Nuthatches, Crecpers. "Blue Jays above average in early 1

September." (DR). "Flocking as early as 16 September and migrating until

25 October. Still many remaining." (EG). Red-breasted Nuthatches, which

were scerce in most areas lest year, are mentioned too mary times to enumerate.
An unusually early arrival was the ore at Davenport Qn,zoﬁggggﬁgl__jffg:

Frown Creepers: "Definitely up, good flight 15 to 20 September." (DR);

"7 on 19 Octobery (DP); "Trees full on two occzsions." (GB). One seen on

@e‘%“s

L Cctober had a band on its right leg. (A4H).

Mimics, Thrushes. "Catbirds almost entirely lacking." (DR). Ten Robins

in Ames on 1 November were the latest seen. (DP). "One of the best migrations, "
(DR). "Very many seen at Ogden.” (Jim K). "Seem to be fewer in numbers." (tH).
"Very good flight of Hermit Thrushes." (DR); the latest secn at Davenport was

30 October, (PP); and a late ore at Des Moines was 17 November, "Swainson's

and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, good migration." (DR); "More Swainsen's than

asten
usual but few Cray-cheecked, ' (DH). %hluebirds, "Good migration for third Zs
‘i-\_____ﬁ___

successive year." (DR): numerous reports of flocks in Des Moines, one reliably

described as more than a hundred; "One large flock in September." (DH).
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Veeries arrived in Davenport 28 August with seven banded on 4 September. (PP).

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets. Waxwings. An unusual report is that of two Blue-

gray Gnatcatchers on 21 September. (DH). "There have been more Ruby-crowned
Kinglets thalh usual but no Goldencrowned." (GB) "Ruby-crowneds have been the
most numerous migrant present from 20 Septemb-r to late October." (DK).

Une flock of Cedar Waxwings appeared in late September. (Jim ¥). Another
flock was seen early in November by Wm. Youngworth, (DH), and one was seen
in Des Moines on 9 November.

Vireos. "A dismal migration, almost totally lacking.” (D%). Solitary
Vireos were in larger numbers, and Red-eyed were extremely abundant, accounting
for a large percentage of the birds seen in the first warbler weve late in
September in Des Moines. A Philadelphia Vireo was the "first eve;iigg-figik
Hill Cemeter%; (PP), one was Akron on 29 August, and another reported by

—

Wm. Youngworth the next day. (EB). It was also seen at Cgden., (Jim K)

Unly a few of either Solitary or Red-eyed Vireos were seen at Sioux City,
thece the last week in September. (DH).

Warblers. "A good and steady number of warblers with no marked waves.
From 15 to 29 September 12 species of warblers were seen, including one

Cornecticut viewed at close renge. Some kinglets anfﬁed—breasted Nuthatches

énd a few Purple Finches included. Myrtles came later in Cctober." (FK).

Two Parulas were seer at A@EE_}g#EgELgmher,—{BPj;—Hnﬁ“bﬁtﬁ"adu1ts and

immatures were at Ues Moines the first 10 days in September. "An early

warbler migratior ineluding Bay-breasted and Nashville on 17 August, Elack-
and-white on the 19th, Blackburnian on the 21lst, and Chestnut-sided, Wilson's
and Mourning on the 22nd." (DK). "Crange-crowned, good migration 2-5 October, "
(DR), "Lots on 3 Cctober," (EG). Nashville, fairly numerous in Ues Moines
through September, and many secn at Hamburg on 15 October, with the last
observed on 26 October, "Myrﬂ%hs almost as good as last year, whicn was
considered remarkable." (DR). 'Many Myrtles from 9 September to 3 November,"

(DP), but the number in Des Moines no grester than average, Three Pine
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Warblers weﬁfﬂggggggﬂig,ggguat_and#September, (PP), and several of this

species made their appearance in Des Moines. A Connecticut was identified

~t Hamburg. (EG). Canedas on 19 and 20 September were late for that area.

(EB). There wasfwarbler flight at Sioux City froq_@}_&gﬁ2a September with

few or none seen at other times. (DH).

Blackbirds. Rusty Blackbirds were in numbers 29 October, ard on 16
liovember the biggest numbers of 21l kinds of blackbirds were moving. (FK).
From 2-5,000 Common Grackles roostimg at Ames left by 9 liovember. (DP).
An estimated 25,000 Red-winged Blackbirds were at Princeton Marsh 1 November.
(PP). A small flock of Brewer's Blackbirds wes seen 4 November, (DZ),
At (Ogden there were 15 Brewer's on 14 lNovember, 30 Rusty Blackbirds 11 November
and 20 on 12 November. (Jim K). Grackles, Red-winged, etc., at Sioux City
were described as being in "tremendous clouds." (DH).

Finches, Sparrows. Evening Grosbeak: €ne was seen at Sioux City 30 Cctober,

(DH); one at Pleasantville 11 November, (GB); and three at Des Moines 11 November.

B

-———-—""__'\—-—._____________.__.——- e— —
Purple Finch: the first banded was 13 September, (PP); three at Des loines

11 September were very early. Red Cross«bill: very early arrival at Davenport

with 12 on 30 August, remaining a weck; Two seen on i November, (PP);

S -

- —_\‘\_‘_‘_/——-—-T o —
"A couple" by Youngworth, (DH); &ne on Ames campus 2/ October, (DP).
White-winged Crossbills: fwo at Davenport 3 November, (PP). Towhees: Up P seu
: & e

VE.

e g b
in numbers, (PP). Savannah Sparrows: lots of young migrating, (EB). %Bai” e
Le Conte's: on 13 and 15 October and three on 26th, (EB); 6ne on 6 October ™.

ot
by Marsgzaite Nagel, (RH); d.small flock at Des Moines Reservoir 19 October.
Henslow's: several found at Des Moines Reservoir by Albert Berkowitz, 19 Cctober.
Slate-colored Junco: unusually large numbers reported from Davenport, Pleasant-
ville, and Des Moines. Oregon Junco: seen on 10 October and 3 lNovember. (EB).
Ples. Parrecl Famvi

White-winged Junco: reported by Rese=3di-Hew=s =2s having been seen by Mrs.

Glenn Berrymen. Tree Sparrows; £ate in arriving on 2 November. (FK).

Field Sparrows: still at Davenport A1 November. (PP), |
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Harris' Sparrows: good numbers at Iowa gity, (FK); fewer, (GB); not f]ﬁlf‘ﬁ’
seen until 3 November, (DR), at least usual numbers at Des Moines.

White-crowned 3parrows: very scarce with only one seen, (ED); not many
reported from Des Moines., White-fhroated Sparrows: excellent migratior

3 to 20 October, mostly immatures with adults few end later, (DR)3

large numbers, (GB); probably fewer then rormal in Des Moines; first

apreared at Ames 29 September, increasing until last week in October. (DP).
Fox Sparrows: more than usual until 2 November, (FK); only two records,

20 October and 27 Cctober, (EB)} more than usual at Des Moines; more than
ever noted before, (GB); fewer than normnal, (DR). Lincoln's Sparrow;

more than usual, (GB); but fewer in Des Moines. Lapland Longspurs: 12 seen
17 November, (DG); a small flock 3 November near Des Moines seen by ©lizabeth
Peck; a number by Wm. Youngworth in November, (DH)y 600 or more at the

oin A lsutwmbar —— N
Davenport Airport,, (PP). aird's Sparrow: this rare species was identified )

e AR

by Elden Bryant while mowing zlfalfa. It was thought several other birds /

seen at the same time might have been Baird's, — Lalooses
John Bowles, O3

Contributors: Mrs. Gladys Black, Pleasantville%4€1don Bryant, Akron;

Paul Doerder, Bocne; Mrs. Edwin Getscher, Hemburg; Donald Gillespey, lamonij

Anmette Haffner, Cedar Falls; Mrs. Darrell Hamna, Sioux Citiﬁi_Russell Hays,

Waterloo; Myrle Jones, Dellevue; F. W. Kent, Iowa City; Jim Keenan, Ogden;
Joe Kennedy, Des Moines; Dick Knight, Ames; Darwin Koenig, Castalia;
Peter C. Petersen, Jr., Davenport; Desn Roosa, Goldfield; John E. Wilbrecht,

Union Slough. WCODWARD H. BRUWN, 4815 Ingersoll, Des Moines, Iowa 50312,
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Dear Pete,
Enclosed fall list. One | sent Woody with additions.

Also an analysis of my count which | made for a meeting at C.R.--
and then did not go because of a nasty snow. D&d go up last
Sat. to Vanes for supper and showing of his latest movies, which
are up to his usual good standards. They reported Evening
Grosbeaks there for a week. And one reported here in town,as
well as the western Towhee in same place as last winter. Hope
| can get a shot of it.

Also enclosed a owl picture. Some lady down in the country
knew | was interested so one day she bought me ontin a box.
So Tompind | got it out in a place near the park and shot pictures
of it in color,black & white,color slides and stereos. Should
have had a band to put ont it. So if you need any pictures of
a Horned Owl --we ha ve them.

Kind of thinking of doing our count on the 21 st.When you
doing yours? Harold Ennis is going west for the holidays, and
would like if any group could do his area. C.R. group going

on the 28 th.
[
ﬂﬂ /-‘

Any eagles ?



