COORDIMNATORSE NEWSLETTER

We are entering the third year of the breeding bird
atlas project. Approximately 120.0f the 860 blocks have
currently had any coverage. Clearly at this rate the
project will not be completed. Theres still sesns to be
considerable confusion as to what is expected of our
coordinators. Hopefully this letter will clear up any
misunderstandings and clarify the responsibilities.

First and foremnst, we need to get the blocks assigned
and worked om. We have included a list of lows
Oirnithological Union membars in youwr county. Suggestions
for other persons to contact are county naturalists, state
monservation people in the area, local bird clubs, atc.
Enphasize the fun aspects of the project as wmll A%
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@xplaining how its done. & group "blockbusting’ el. tirio
mav be a geood opportunity to get ﬁﬂuxlﬂ interestad in the

proiject, Feople won 't want to pasrticipate unless you're
enthused about the projsct.

A press reolease 1s included for release to the local
CARET 5. Add some items of interest about vouwr specific area
arnd include your name as coordinator. Most people don't
krnow about the proiect. We nesd to get the word cut to as
many people as possible.

Once a bloclk has been assignead yvouw should check to make
sura2 the work 13 progressing smoothly. Somatimes a person
will be having difficulty with identification or with
confirming behaviowr. Trv teo get another birder to go out
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and help in thess problem situations.

Block rcards should be hturnad in to you by late
September or early Qctober. You need to review the cards
and decide whether sightings are reasaonable or whether
specific birds expected tc be present are being missed. In
the case of expected but missing specises, a special trip
should be made +o look for these birds by yourself or an
euperienced birder. he reviewed cards should be sent to
Douwg Reeves by early November. If yvou feel that you cannot
make good guality control judgements on sightings, please
get back to the steering committee. We will try to arrange
for this to be done by somsorne 21se.

1f yvou feel that you can’'t get the coordinators job
done, let the atlas comaittee know. It does the proiject no
gocd to keep putting it off urnbil next year. This praoject
shouldn 't be intimidating, rather it should be fun. Same
effort will be required on the part of all of the
coordinators to get the Jjob done.

We will be zending periodic updates on the progress of
the atlas. Fass these along to yourvelunteers. They would
like to know haw things are going too.
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Will Have mora taan Y9 aresd i snecies,  be recommend that o3 bBlock pa surveyed
For 25 haoups or until 75 species are found, Tt enauld he passible to suryey a

Dlack 1A singla vaar, hut thts 1S pat necessary.

SUMMAR'Y

We can not coMplate the Breeding Bird Atlas without vour help. There 15 work
for bircers of evecy level of skill. The project provides a chance to improve
your bhirding skiils, [t gives vou 4 chanca ta a2t to know an area near your

home or nerhans elsewhera 1n the stata. You can work alone or with a friend.

Tt also 7ives veu a chance to 438 your skills to further knowledge of the bird

communities of lowa., We will be ahle to determine which species are cosmman hers
and which are rare, Tt will aive 0s 3 haseline against which to measure changes
in lowa’s bird communities. We will be ahle to determipa the 1mpact of large
srala hahitat chanaes such as changes in farming practice and tha imoact of

resideatial and indostrial cevelonment.

"

Tf yan €3t to Aelg with the Breaeding Bicd 4rtlas o wouod Tide maraz davaimation,
contact vour counts coeordinator or John Flecéenstein, Bureauw of Preserves and
Trolanical Servicas. Dapartment of Natural Resnurcas, Wiilace State Office
Buildino, Des Moines, JTowa 50319 (F18) PO1-8967,

Atlas commitltes members

Doug Reeves John Fleckenstein

Wildlife Ressarch Station ' 5400 NE 2Zrd

Eoone, Iowa S00I& Des Moines, Iowa S0I17

S15-432-Z8272 S15-263-17Z28

Darwin Koenig Earb Wilson

Box 289 RR1 EBox 41

Montezuma, lowa S0171 Hastings, Iowa 51340

S15-627-2102 T12-624-8800
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