
COORDINATORS NEWSLETTER 

We are entering the third par of the breeding bird . =) 

atlas project. Approximately 120. of the 960 blocks Nav 

currently had any coverage. Clearly at this rate the 

project will not be completes. There still seans to be 

considerable confusion as to what 1s expected of our 

coordinators. Hopefully this letter will clear up any 

misunderstandings and clarify the responsibilities. 

First and foremost, we need to get the blocks assigned 

and worked on. We have included a list of Iowa 

Qenithelogical Union members 19 your county. Suggestions 

for other persons to contact are county naturalists, state 

Tonservatian people in the area, local bird clubs, etc. 3 

Einqgohasizce the fun aspects of the project as weli as 
A. 
i explaining haw its” dane. A group "blockbusating" field tiring 

may be a geod opportunity to get people interested in the 

project. Feople won't wank to narticipate unless you're 

enthused about the project. 

A press release is included for release to the local 

pagers. Add some items of interest about your specific area 

fy
 

in
 et people dan’t 

he word out to as 

ADG ~nclude your name coordinator. Mo 

know about the project. We need to get t 

many people as possible. 

Once a block has been assigned you should check to make 

sure the work is progressing smoothly. Somatimes a pers 

Will be Naving aera cu ty with identification or with 

confirming benaviouire. Tey to get another birder to go out 

and help in theses problem SLTuUaAtLI ons. 

Block cards should be turned in to you by late 

September or early October. You need to review the cards 

and decide whether sightings are reasonable or whether 

specific birds expected to be present are being missed. In 

the case of expected buk missing species, a special trip 

should be made to look for these birds by yourself or an 

axperienced birder. he reviewed cards should be sant to 

Doug Reeves by early November. If you feel that you cannot 

Make good quality control judgements on sightings, please 

get back to the steering committee. We will tiry to arrange 

for this to be done by someone else. 

If you feel that you can’t get the coordinators job 

done. leak the atlas committee know. [t does the project no 

god to keep putting it off until next year. This prajgect 

mouldn’h be een rather it should be fun. Same 

effort will be required on the part of all of the 

moor cainators toa get the job done. 

Wes will be sending periodic updates on the progress or 

the atlas. Fass these along to yourvolunteers. They wouid 

like to know how things are qoing too.
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for 2S Sours or until 75 species Found. ft should be gossible to SUP Yay a 

1 black in a Singie vear, Dut this 1s fot necessary. 

SUMMAR ¢ 

We can not complete the Breeding Bird Atlas without your help. There 15 work 

for birders of every Jevel of skill. The project pravides a chances to improve 
your birding skills, [t gives you a chance to qat to know an area near your 

home or nerhags elsewhere in the state. You can work alone or with a friend. 

Tt alse qives yeu a chance to use your skills to further knowledge of the bird 

communities of Lowa, We will be able to determine which species are common here 

and which are rare, Tt will qive us 4 baseline against which to meaasure changes 

in towa’s bird communities. We will be able to determine the impact of large 

ala Sabitat changes such as changes in fareing oractices, and the LMoact af 

Sidectial ang incustrial ceyelonment, 

ff gan want to Aele with the Ereeading Bird Atlas or wourd Lise more information, 

contact your county coordinator or John Fleckenstein, Bureau of Preseryes and 
Seoloqical Services. Senartmant of Natural fesources, Naiilace State Office 
Buiiddiogn, Bes Moines, Towa FO31%, CRIS) ehi-B96?, 

Atlas committee menbers 
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Darwin Koenig Barb Wilson 

Rox 289 RAL Box 41 

Montezuma, Iowa SO171 Hastings, Iowa 31540 
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