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515-432-2823 witn contributions from county coordinators 

it is time to begin a forma! communication network for tne lowa Breeding Bird 

Arias. nis represents a rirst etrort in tnat direction. Recentiy (December), a 

meeting, attenaed by Caro! Jnompson, sarb Wilson, Jonn Fleckenstein, Darwin 

Koenig, anda Doug Reeves was neid to keep tne project on track. A variety of 

topics was discussed from now to get more folks interested in the atlas to 

practical! proovlems related to record keeping and field work. Many of tne topics 

tnat were covered at tne meeting are adaressea in tnis newsletter; otners will be 

adaressea tater. if you nave intrormation to contrioute to the newsletter, please 

send it wnen you can. At present, | am expecting to prepare 3 newsletters per 

year on a scneduie of January, May, and September. Please nave your notes, 

articies or otner intormation to me by tne first of tne montn tne newsletter wi! | 

go,out so | can get it in tne correct issue. 

A Cooperative Venture 

ine towa Breeding sSira Atias 15 a cooperative venture petween tne [owa 

Vepartment or Natura: Resources, tne lowa Ornithologists Union, and some 

non-arrit:tated individual oirders. At its inception, tne project naa a steering 

committee or indiviaquais wno haa peen involved witn lowa birds for some time and 

wno communicated frequentiy. Unfortunately, 3 key players ieft lowa at a very 

critica! time and tne project peqan a year jiate. Even then, communication lines 

nag not oeen well estao!isned and tnere have peen some misunaerstandings. 

Hoperully, wnat follows wii! ciear up some oF Tne probviems. 

ine [owa DNR, Particulariy tne Nongame Program, has a vested interest in tne 

atias.  Surprisinaty iittie is KNOWN about some bDird species, and it is nara to 

prepare projects to penerit species witnout Knowing something about their current 

distriputions. Tnat is why tne Nonaqame Program took tne lead and started the 

project, especially since tne olocks nad been plotted and ail of tne necessary 

forms nad aiready been printed. it is also tne reason that wildlife management 

protessionals outside of tne Nongame Program are being specifically requested to 

Go an atias block this year. The lowa Ornithologists Union aiso has a tremendous 

interest in tne atias project. Biraers want to Know where to go to see a 

particular species and tne clioser it is to home the better. Also, birders want to 

learn apout new "hotspots" where certain species assemblages can ove found. In 

addition, tne [OU and Audubon groups have the greatest numbers of qualified 

opservers to participate in the survey. 5S0, becauses of logistic considerations, 

tne towa DNR is the data processing center for the information and provides 

(increasingly) some of the raw data. On the other hand, the [OU provides the 

majority of tne people to do actual atiassing and provides much of the field data. 

Members may request specific information from the DNR and wil! eventually receive 

a final report of activities. 

Botn parties nave made significant commitments and it is important that people 

From botN parties communicate tneir concerns with one another. Tne December 

meeting provided a tremendous venicie for such communication and resulted (1 

think) in @ renewed spirit of enthusiasm and cooperation. 

Update on Progress 

After 2 full field seasons 190 (22%) Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks have had some 

work accomplished in them. Using the criteria of 75 species observed or 25 hours 

expended, oniy 24 biocks (less than 3%) nave actually been completed. We are way 

bpenind schedule and will nave a difficult time completing the atlas at the present 

rate. Let’s alli give it a boost and get some blocks done this year.
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Following is a jist of the finisned blocks by county. At least one biock nas 

been done twice (total of 104 hours by 4 observers). Let’s keep this from 

Nnappening by directing the efforts of our atlas opservers into blocks that really 

need tne work. 

Finisned Blocks - By County 

County Block Number(s) 

Ai iamakee 111 

Boone 439 

Carrol | 433 

Dickinson 7,8,36 

Dubuque 291, 292, 315, 345 

Fayette 155 

Gutnrie 519 

Harain 3U6 

Aossutn 70 

Lee SoU 

Lyon ts 2, 59, 60 

P}ymoutn 188 

POlK S522, 523 

Pottawattamie 6385 

Ringgoid Sil 

Coordinator’s Worksnop 

A Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator’s Workshop jis being planned for the spring 

{OU meeting at Sioux City. Further details will be included at the meeting. 

Meanwniie, a general meeting about the atias project is peing planned for April 22 

ror rasidents of Kossuth County. For more intormation, contact Adele Black, 

Naturalist, Kossutn Co. Conservation Board or this editor. Also, if you have a 

group that is interested in a presentation on tne atias project, let me know; | 

will try to accommodate as much as possibile. 

Page Missing from Booklet 

Tne instruction packet is missing one page of bird species information 

(nesting season, etc.). | nave enclosed a copy nere and will try to add the page 

TO al! copies sent from this office in tne future. 

"Missed Species" 

Tnere seems to be a tremendous concern that we are going to miss rare bird 

species pecause of tne alignment of atias blocks. People have suggested changing 

tne locations of blocks, adding new blocks, and allowing people to create a block 

around a particular sighting. Certainly we will miss a few rare species! Nothing 

we can do will get tnem ail. But, I am much more concerned with species that are 

being missed within a block than [| am with rare species that do not happen to nest 

witnin the boundaries of a bDIiock. Somehow we usually hear about most other rare 

species. Aliso, with 860 atias blocks in the state, | cannot allow the changing of 

boundaries or addition of new blocks--the bookkeeping headacnes would drive me and 

my technicians crazy. On the other hand, if you do locate a rare species outside a 

oOlock, let us (DNR and IOU) know so we can take precautionary or management 

measures and/or get the word out to the rest of the birding community. 

Tne atlas project was designed to be a systematic sampling of lowa birdlife 

over a short number of years. The purpose is to give a comparative picture of 

lowa--that is, to compare regions and to provide data to compare with again at a 

later date. It was not designed to include everyone’s favorite birding areas or



eacn "special 

recommendations can be made. 

opportunity to do something about in 

nabitat." 
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Tne so-called "priority blocks" were created to provide 

information on county, state, and tederal!ly managed areas so that management 

These are really the only 

lowa. 

lands we have an 

Regional Coordinators 

Here, as near as | can tell, are the lowa Breeding Bird Atlas area 

coordinators for 1987. Piease let me know if there are errors in this |ist. 

Coordinator County(ies) 

Micnael Angorf 

Rt } 

Rowley {A 52329 

Eugene Armstrong 

Rt. |! 

Booneviiie IA 50038 

Richard Biermann 

901 Harris 

Cnerokee IA 51012 

Jonn Bowles 

229 University St. 

Pelia [A 50219 

George Cross!ey 

1959 Stanton 

Dupuque [A 52001 

Ur. James Dinsmore 

Dept. Anima! 

Ames IA 50010 

Rita Etta 

RR | 

Auburn IA 51433 

MS. Kathy Fisner 

RR 2 

Keosauqua IA 52565 

Ardis Galvin 

RR 1, Box 145 

Aita IA 51002 

Vougias Harr 

Big Sioux Wildlife Unit 

301 1/2 First Ave. 

Rock Rapids IA 51246 

Meivin Moe 

Mt. Ayr Wildlife Unit 

SCS Office Bidg 

Mt. Ayr IA 50584 

Eco|loqy 

fowa State University 

Buchanan 

Dalias 

Cnerokee 

Marion, Jasper, 

Powesniek 

Dubuque 

Story, Boone 

Sac, Calhoun 

Van Buren 

Buena Vista 

Lyon, Osceola 

Ringgold, Decatur 

Adele Black 

Kossuth Co. Cons. 

RR 2 Box 216A 

Algona IA 50511 

Ed Brekke-Kramer 

317 E. First St. 

Fairmont MN 65013 

Cathy Conway 

RR | 

Wellman IA 52356 

Ross Silcock 

Box 300 

Tabor IA 52653 

Darwin Koeniaq 

PO Box 389 

Montezuma IA 50171 

Jan Libbey 

Wright Co. Cons Bad. 

Kossuth 

Dickinson, 

Emmet 

Washington, 

Taylor 

Adams 

Winnesniek, 

A\l |lamakee 

Wright 

RR 2 Lake Cornelia Park 

Clarion [A 50525 

Robert Livermore 

RR 1, Box 60 

Sioux City IA 51108 

Jonn Fleckenstein 

Iowa Dept. of Nat. Res. 

Wallace State Office Bldg. 

Des Moines IA 50319 

Phyllis Harris 

Rt. | 

Union IA 50258 

Curt Nelson 

RR 4 

Mason City IA 50401 

Peter C. Petersen 

235 McClelian Blvd. 

Davenport IA 52803 

Plymouth, 

Woodbury 

Polk, 

Warren, 

Clarke 

Hardin, 

Marshal | 

Hancock, Cerro 

Gordo, 

Clinton, Scott, 

Muscatine
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Francis Moore Franklin, Butier, Diane Porter Jefferson 

336 Fairrield St. Biack Hawk, Lee, 908 E. Briggs 

Waterloo IA 50703 Davis, Bremer Fairfield IA 52556 

Van Ray lowa, Benton _ Barbara Wilson Pott., Cass, 

PO Box 38 RR 1, Box 4} Mills, Adair, 

Middate Amana [A 5230/7 Hastings [A 51540 Montgomery 

Vouglas A. Reeves Webster, Hamilton Greg Wood! ey Fayette 

Rt. 1, Ledges Rd. Fayette Co. Cons. Bd. 

Boone IA 50036 RR | 

Fayette IA 52142 

Cnariotte Scott 

320 t. Lee Kevin Williams Grundy 

Seymour {A 52590 Morrison oth de 

7 [A 50657 ta Lowther s Moines 
Carol Thompsen Tohnson ft of Bislogy UNI 
L116 Muscattna & 

Lo we Cy, PA S224 Counties Without Coordinators Gda Fe, TA sv0b/¥¢ 

According to my records we stil! do not nave coordinators for 30 lowa 

counties. if | have made a mistake and inciuded a county with a coordinator, 

pDiease jet me know. Also, if you Know of someone who might be interested in 

peing a coordinator, piease ask tnem about it and contact me. Tne counties 

that do not nave coordinators are: 

Cedar Linn Greene Monroe 

Cnickasaw Louise Gutnrie O’Brien 

Clay Lucas Harrison Palo Alto 

Clayton Madison Henry Pocanontas 

Velaware Manaska Humpbo | at Shelby 

Des Moines Monona Ida 51 0uUx 

Jackson tama Keokuk Wape!l!lo 

Jones Union 

Bookkeeping Details 

While attempting to get tnis year’s forms processed, I nave come across a 

few details that would make our jod here considerably easier. Regardless of 

now hard we try, al! of us wil! sooner or later omit something from one of 

our data cards but some bits of critical information are not being recorded. 

it is especialiy important that you write the number of the atias bDiock on 

tne fieid data card. Tne name is much !ess important. In addition, the name or 

number of the county you are in is important. We can figure out the townsip and 

range numbers later if necessary and the quadrant/sections are pretty much for 

you to use to keep track of wnere you have been. It is also important to record 

tne amount of time you spent on the block. If you put the actual nours down, we 

mignt eventually be able to determine if some specific times of day have been 

inadvertently avoided (e.g., night for owls, whip-poor-will, etc). Remember, the 

more complete the card, tne better the information. 

As a coordinator you can help me and my technicians out by getting 

observers to send their cards to you, proofing the cards, and then sending 

them on to me. I[ will provide addressed, stamped envelopes for mailing 
finisned cards in if you will jet me know how many cards you wil] be sending. 

Tnat will at least save you postage.



Parting Chirps 

The atlas project is tun. [It is that simpie. Oon’t let your observers 

be scared away by the instruction booklet. Rather help them understand it 

and get starteda. Nobody that | know has quit the project because he or she 

did not enjoy it. 

We need an increased effort to get tnis job done in a reasonable amount 

of time. Efforts are being made to get additional people involved but we 

need your nelp too. 

Attacned on the following pages are some important and helpful bits of 

information from Barb Wilson and Carol Thompson. Share them with your atlas 

participants and neip use them to recruit new members. 

This is tne tax season and | am sorry to report that the "Chickadee 

Checkoff™ declined again jast year to $176,000. it has declined every year 

since it began and jis beginning to get very ciose to just covering operating 

expenses. That means no more projects |ike tne purchase of Shield prairie in 

Muscatine County, the railroad trail from Bondurant to Baxter, the over!ook 

at Runnels, niking trails in Strasser’s Woods, or other "capitals" projects. 

Piease nelp us get the word out to keep tne checkoff from dropping further. 

A SUGGESTED LETTER TO LANDOWNERS 

Tne lowa Ornithologists’ Union ana tne Department of Natural Resources are 

co-sponsoring a survey of the breeding birds of [owa. This is our first 

statewide bird survey and is similar to surveys completed in six other states. 

tne Breeding Bird Atlas wiil give us a good idea or wnere in tne state 4 species 

is founa.  iIt will help us describe which birds are common and whicn are rare. 

We will be abie to repeat the survey in the future and measure changes in bird 

populations. 

We are gathering information for the Atlas on over 800 blocks across the state. 

Biocks are three miles on a side. Most are distributed one per township. The 

remainder are located to inciude an important natural area such as a wildlife 

area or @ nature preserve. 

Part of a survey olock is located on your land. I have responsibility for this 

block and would |ike permission to do survey work there. This will require one 

to three visits between March and August. I1| will walk over the area, making 

notes on tne birds | see there. 

{ will be in toucn by telephone or in person for your answer. If you have any 

questions about the survey, | can answer them then. 

Sincerely,



Thank vou for volunteering to hela with the Breeding Bird Atias Project, This 
iS a cooperative protect of the Towa Ornithologists’s Union and the Department 

of Natural Resources, Its purpose 13 to discover what snecies of birds breed in 

Lowa, what their distributions are, and to very roughly estimate their sumhers, 

Our orojact is modeled after Atlases completed in six states and underway in 

eighteen states, , 

These gases are a summary of the complete instructions, When vou finish readina 

tham, vou Will mot know @uaruthing necessary to complete a survey Block, Out you 

should have a aqood idea of what will ba required, 

[IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT THE SURVEY 

The survey is desianed s0 that it can be ranpeated in the Futura to detect 
changes in bird osonulations, The matheds. therefore, must he followed closeiy 

$0 that changes in suryay results reflect chances in bird sonulatians, nat a 
aiffsragce ifn matheds, 

THe sunvey 23 te De completed in five vears, (We have done three years wark ac 

nave tuo years to 99.) This should be ensugh tima to momplate the arosact. it 
shauic alse be a shert anouch time that bird sonulations witli mat cyasce® 4 great 
dea. curcng tae survey, 

Survey Slecks ar@® cine square miles; three wiles on 4 side. Mast are 

distributed pequlariy, one aer townshig. 4A faw are located te intluce important 
Natural areas, Aosraximately G60 Hiocks Were located toa represent 4 cross~ 
saction of Towa’s landecape, Considerable olanning went inte their Locatian, 
ane they can not de moved to new lacations, 

Since we ara not surveying avery siece of Land, Some Soecies will 54 uncer 

canegeented or may Sat @¥yén anpeae on the survey, This 16 4 oraciem with most 

FUP AUS da@ ape awapa of it and will inelane a sectian of underc-regresentad 

3O€@cCleas in tha Final pegort, F* gay kyow af Locations Far rara e0ecjasn which 

are aot on 4 survey Glock, sand in a nest recard card or simply a nota 

GUIDELINES ASD HINTS 

ant Sires, 
ar it 14 4 Miarant or breeding 

st oof orseding dates, 

L355 4 Survey gf pa 

ies should te.) wh 

4 

nat migrants. The dats on which voy se@ 4 

: i sit 
instructions include 

ecias The dataytled 

w
o
 

The suryau is intended to collect data on breeding species. You may find a 

singing male on one visit, see nest building later, and finally see an adult 

feeding young, Record each event on your field card but only the most definite 

evidences of breeding on the master card, Ereeding coles ara defined on the 

cards, 

Most species are breeding in late May and early June. Fyidence of Sreading may 
be collected at other times for many soeries. Active hawk and owl nests may he 

found in late winter and early sering. Oriole and galdfinch nests are 
consoicucus from late summer inta winter, Many songbirds are still feading 
their voung in late June and July, Six or eight hours on your block at this 

time may net 4a number of naw snercies and upyrace many others, 

Total time required to complete a block will] vary somewhat, You could probably 

work for hundreds of hours and still find 4 new species on accasion., It appears 
that few new species are found after about 2S hours work, Few blocks in Towa


