
AFN Spring Migration, 1964 

March started with extremely warm temperatures, but colder weather 

obtained after the first week and the month ended with record minimum 

temperatures in the last week, resulting in a 5° deficit in the average. 

April was slightly colder than normal but very windy and had the highest 

average wind speeds since 1955. May was warmer —_—> and rather 

dry. During the first week wind Storms were rule end Gonsiderable 

damage resulted. Mrs. Gladys Black at Pisasentviiis observed some 

damage to nests. 

In general the migration here was not characterized-by—large-waves, 

but there were some unusually early arrivals. 2 

On 6 June Albert Berkowitz and I watched an Arciic Loon at 

Res. for 30 minutes at rather close range with a scope and in excellent 

{ight. The bird remained in view during the entire time so the bill 
ami other features could be clearly seen. Plumage resembted the "Juvenal 

late summer and winter" description in the "Handbook." 

The 3 swans near Van Meter at the end of March were described by a 

conservation officer as Trumpeter, but this is debatable. A- reverse 

migration of Blue and Snow Geese wes noticed on 6 April. The wat erfowl 

migration was about normal with unusually lerge numbers of Common anc 

Ducks were reported a week earlier 
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Shorebirds in the main were early: : 
was 6 weeks early. Lesser Yel.ow-legs were “unusual y “numerous. 
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Doves and both cuckoos fewer than last year. 
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Bs Kingbirds were seen early, 2 on 6 April. 

Purple Martins came just before the unusually cold weather at the end 
of March and could hardly have survived. 

Few Wood and Hermit ‘hrushes, but Sweinson's and Gray-cheeked at least 
normal, rene 

Only one warbler weve - Myrtle and Palm on 30 April. Affair sprinkling 

i ars > season at ‘numbers oF besesheda ‘tndividuals Tow. Ot 

in other years. 
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’ A Lark Bunting alan male on 24 May by Elizabeth Peck near Granger, 

inst nortiwest of aars. 
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