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FIELD REPORITS.

- May was a cold month with an average daily temperature deficiency
of 3.5° at the Jes Moines Airport, and rather dry with £0% of the month's

rair falling after the 26th. High windis prevailed. Xldon Bryant estirates

50% of the nests in his arez were r de d eggs were

chilled in May. His comment or the nesting season was "Disastrous.”

June was 8130 eold but wetj Des Moines had 7.4" of rain., July was dry
with little rain until the last week, and the month wes unusually cool,

CGrebes, Cormorants, Herons., There were numerous Pled-billed Crebes
on We Twin Lake late in July, some with young being carried on the parents!'
backs. Cormorarts were breeding north of Clinton with 65 being counted.
This figure ircludes young, (N, Ward, fide PP). There was no mention of
hercns. Few have been secn in Polk Co. with no report of Yellow-crowned
Night Herons whieh have nested in recent years,

Dueks. Wood Ducks are seemingly c-ntinuing to increase. More than
usual have been observed in Folk Ce. /A Ruddy Wes secen in mid-July ot
Lock 15 by larry Dau, (PP), A small floeck was on W, Twin Lake on 23 July.

Hewks. This has rot been a good broeding year for Red-tails in Scott
and Muscatine Co., where fewer than usual have been seen, (PP), but 4
nests in the township appear success™l, (GB)., There has been rno mention
of Red-shouldered. Swzineon's failed to nest near Plainview where they
nested in two previous season, (P'). There were 3 in ore-field all day
on 12 Mar with several later observations but no nesting observed, (DC).
Unly one pair of “parrow Hawks has been observed nesting, but they were
successful, (GB).

Bobwhite, Fheacants. Dobwhites have been plentiful with goed hatches,
(CB), and are the most abundent in 20 yeers, being seen and heard cn every
farm, (DG). Pheasants are in all parts of the township with 11 or 12

young seen with each hen, (CB).
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Shorebirds. Killdeers afe'very :-scarce, (cB), but are begim\linq to
sppear in nunbere in Polk Co. A Woodcock was flushed on 20 and -‘2]1. June,
(DG)3; one we=s secn 6 July in Jester Park; and a nest near T‘.tbton in the
first week of June was deserted, (PP), Thée are an encouraging riumber
of rerorts of Uplend Plevers: the population in nerth ‘wcot.tf po id
ustrong", (L. Blevins, fide FP); 1 observed on 16 July, (T’K); 2 on 9 'uly
near Des Moines; 1 pair reported but none secn in the umal plams, {,GI‘»),
1 seen, apparert 1y a swmer resident, (EB); and, the ua‘ua] mmhe;:i in %
sever:l different locations, (DG). j

Gulls, Terns. There were 4 straggler Ring-bill Gulls on the Ni;sisaiprzi
at LeClaire on 20 June, (PP). Black Terns are nuha at Goose end K. Twin
Lakes, and there have been several sightings in Polk Co,

Doves, Cuckoos, Doves mey be fewer with smaller numbers of nests \

located, (GB), but, plertiful &s usual, (MK). Reports on cuckoos are v\af&er“
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almost nen-existant with crly one Black-billed heard, (GB); both below r&or-nal,
bhut both obscrved frsquentlyj

(PP); late in ar:iving an’ very few, (FK); first not seen wntil 22 June, (VK);

Yellow=billed heard resularly after & June, but no Bladk-billed, (PL):

Yellow -billed heard resula:ly, but 2 Block-billed on “ June were the only °

ores secn or heard, (WHB); only ore Blaeck~billed, (DH). Thore appesars to

be & smaller mumber of '"measuring worms" and this right affeet the cuckoo

porulation.

Teeo
Owls. £ mestsof Barn Owlswas found in Davemport, and 3 young banded From o

_u___—-——_____'_-r_ﬂ__—._—-‘-_—_“-——.__—————
on 29 June, (?F-‘). (nly one nest with one young has been ‘located, but Great
Horndd have been heard in seversl areas, (GB), and one young bended in
Davenport on 1. April, (¥P), A Saw-whet was found on the late date 11 July

near Sharon in the Iowa City area, (foy Coy, fide FEJ.)

Miphthawks, Swifis, Hummingbirds, fingfishers. There appeers to be
only one peir of Nighthawks nestins, (CB). Chimney Swifts are about the
same a= last year but not as plentiful as five years ago, (GB)., Hurmingbirds

are: scarce (DH); none seen since migration, (GB). C(ne of the few Des Moines
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observations was one of 5 seen by Albert Berkowitz in a Buckeye tree.
Kingfishers are scarce, (DH, WHB),

Woodpeckers, Flycgtohers. Flickers are plentiful, (GB). The Redhead
population is up, (I;?'); numercus along back rosds, (WHB); seen throughout
the township vith dead Dlms poegsibly a factor, (CB'; secn more often than
five years ag:.’iﬁj:and inereasing, (DG). Western Kincbirds are searee, (DH),
Traill's z/,broe&ing in good numbers in northern Sectt Co., (L. Blevins,
fide E'.");. but éﬁp\oa% few in Polk. GSay's P oebes sre scain at Akron,

Svallow, Ghidicad_,;oa,.‘i~:uthatchea, Wrens, Tree Jwallows have been around
2ll summer with as ‘{mny as 100 at Swan Lake, (FK). Vesting Barn Swallows
are “owm at ﬁiﬂ;at Imrery barn cheeked, (CB), btut are thought nlentiful,

’

(ME ), Cilﬁ" ,‘wellowa are oceupying 49 nests under thebrid ¢ where they
were fmr{::i lellét ye&r, (¢B), and a colony under & bridge alao,’ (MK ),
Hertinss fe‘wor pa:.rs, (GB}3 up slightly but not in usual runers, (MK )3
and nol gs wmany as two ,yeara a0 in Polk Co. Chickadees hed a poor
nesting féea;son due to predation, (GB)., Iuthatches are four and far
between, (BB)I-. House Wrdns are down with only about hal’ sg¢ jpary banded
ag last year, tGB). Caroline, reported twice: 1 netted at Wildeat Den
§ W ieds wams

on 17 June, (/'¥), and 1 heard, (VL), C4hc-:"l‘.~-l:xi.ZL].et:EA showed up ‘95 usual in
July wi*h none,ﬁfound m May and June, (I i

Ll.uic., shrtlaqhas, ‘H’nrikea. The only Mockingbird nest found - As lost
dne to m'édation, (G B) (atbirds are scarce, ('H), and not ">1 ~ntiful, (c
Tbrmharq are 2lso acarce, (DH), but thought abundant, (GB), Robins are
fewer thdn usual, (PK), and the same or fewer, (CB), while the later
broods uebmed more successful than the earlier oncs, gma). Eluebii-duz
Herriscn Mocm of Mt,. Pleasant reports numerous sets of 6 and more raia-
ing all’}&, (PL). They are very scarce, \m‘ii Uil), and fewer than 50% of" 4
the n*.mbe__; banded in 1956 because of fewer boxes occupied and rate of
pmdat.’ion""high. Ho:?.-iejrer several paire were seen necting in woodpecker

holes in Elm trees, ((B)s Shrikes: down,(L. ilevire, PP, FK, WHB).
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Vireocs, Warblers. Vireos are almost non-existent with only 2 pairs
of Bell's, (GB),and all srecics seem down in Des Moimes, Red-eyed; onml
1 record, (DH); down considerebly and Werbling conspicucus by its abser
(MK)e A territorial Glue-winged Warbler seen znd heard on 17 Jure, (7F
Yellow, again very scarce, (/HB), A Blackpoll was well seen on § June,
(‘L.. Yellewthroat, sbundent, (CB, MK, WhB)s, Chat, none located, (0B,
Rccsiart, scarce, (DH), and almost none swmmering after a heavy nigrati
House Slmmwjl‘,ltm Icterids, Tanagers. House Sparrows are down
many farims wl’r(hqilat any trapping or poiscning, (GB), Meadowlarks arc
avundant bat :Reo;winged z@ as plentiful, (GB). There have been several
of Grackles
late nestings,with youpg'ieaving the nest as late as 21 July, (PL), The
continue to':increase in Des Moines., Tana ers are late and very few, (F
Scarlet '.a‘ana‘;fé'r, reported ornce but no nest found, (WHB). The only
mentions -_of‘ the Swmer iT:su:m_rrear-:l 1 each, (DH, Pl:?, £ paly came to a
sgadur in Des Moines edrly in the surmer for a Qhorb time only, “nd no
nest was located, .
¥inches, sparrows. Cardinals, previously pl i

:#_-.”;
extending into farm sareas, ( 7)., Hose-breasted Grosheaks, mors than

ful in towns, are

usual, (HM) , and numerous, (GB). Blue Grosbeak nested in Akron, (DH),
Irdigo Puntings: plentiful, but nét more than lest year, (VK), more tha:
usual, (1M, Mi_ﬂ) 5 i‘&irly numerous, (CE). Dickeissels, sbundent, (GB: W
Goldi‘incheg’: ub, (F)%‘); & good year and more mmerous than llouse Sparrow
MK e :‘av;amRh Spﬁ!’tr--nws were seen 2 July and a number of tim?g\s later,
and a.ﬁparentiy nesting, (MK). GCras-hopper Sparrows seem to haﬁg had &
very good ybar, (}'ﬁ’). Swamp Sparrows: many heard singing on 2o "‘.m]ar
end thought .nestin.g, (MK) e ' _
Contributors: GCladys 'lack, Fleasantville; Eldon Bryart, Alron;
jonald Gillaspey, Lemoni; lrs, Darrell He:na, Sicux City; Milford Keele:
Hason City; Fred K;eh'h, Iowa City; Pearl Knoon, Marble Hocl:; Poter Lowthe

Murlington; Howard McKirley, i‘ussell; Peter Petersen, Jr., Davenport.
Woodwerd He Brown, /815 Ingersoll Ave,, Des Moines, 50312,



Audubon Field lNotes - Summer 1967
May was cold and dry; June, also cool but wet, over 7" rain and 18 days
with measurable preecip: July, also ccol and very dry with only .8" rain.

Herons - Few Greal Blue or Green, Almost no Black-crowned and no Yellow-
crowned Night Herons reported. These last have nested fairly regularly.

Wood Ducks are having a good come-back and numerous broods seen.

Hawks. No Red-shouldered seen, and probably no Broad-winged nesting.
No Marsh Hawks and Sparrow Hawks were few until late in July.

Hummingbirds. I've seen none. #l. Berkowitz reported seeing 5 in =
Buckeye tree then in bloom. :

Kingfishers. Fewer.

Redheaded Woodpeckers plentiful on all side roads.

Flycatchers. Probably usual numbers, but I've seen or heard no Traill's,
Martins. Maybe more than last vear, but still down.

Robins. Many young observed from second or third nestings,

Shrikes - down.

Vireos. Fewer Yellow-throated, Red-eyed and Warbling.

Warblers. Trothonotaries nested unsuccessfully due to rising water.
Yellows and Redstarts down despite big spring migration. No Chats.

Icterids. bolinks up scme, Grackles way up.

Tanagers. Very few of either and no nests renorted.

Finches. Indigo Buntings and Dickeissels plentiful, also Goldfinches.
Towhees still down.
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