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FIELD REPORTS. 

rport, and rather dry with 60% 

rain falling after the 26th, High winis prevailed. Wldon Bryant estivates 

50% of the nests in is aree were damaged 

chilled in May, His comment on the nesting season wés "Disastrous." _ 
Fa 

June was also eold but wets Des Moines had 7ek" of rain. duly was dry 

with little rain until the lest week, and the month wes unusually cool, 

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons. ‘There were numerous Pied-billed Crebes 

on We. Twin Lake lete in July, some with young being carried on the parents! 

backs. Cormorants were breeding north of Clinton with 65 being counted, 

This figure ircludes young, (N. Ward, fide PP). There was no mention of 

herons. Few have been secn in Polk Co. with no report of Yellow-crowned 

Night Hevons which have nested in recent years. 

smingly continuing to inerease. More than Dueks. Wood Ducks are se 

usual have been observed in Polk Co. A Ruddy Was ecen in mid-duly at 

Lock 15 by Larry Dau, (PP). A smell flock was on W. Twin Lake on 23 July. 

Hawke. This has ret been a good brveding year for Red=tails in Scott | 

and Muscatine Co., where fewer than usual have been seen, (PP), but 4 

nests in the township appear successful, (CB). There has been ro nent ion 

of Red~shoulcered. Sweingon! s failed to nest near Plainview where they 

nested in two previous cokens. (PP). There were 3 in ofie-£ 

on 12 May with several later observations but no nesting observed, (DC). 

Cnly one pair of ‘parrow Hawks has been observed nesting, but they were 

_ successful, (GB). 

Bobwhite, Pheasants. obwhites nave been plentiful with good hatches, 

(GB)y and are the most abundant in 20 yeers, being seen and heard on every 

farm, (DG), Pheasants are in all parts of the township with 11 or 12 

young seen with each hen, (CB). 



% 

shorebirds. ‘Killdeers are very. searee, (CB), but are becinning to 

ae 

eppear in numbers in Polk Cos A Woodeoek was flushed on 20 end at June, 
\ 

(DG); one was seen 6 July in Jester Parks and & nest near Tifton in the - 
\ yh 

first week of June was deserted, (PP js Thée are an cneourepine nae 

population in north Seott! (lo. ip 
& 

| Ni 
| 

"strong", (h. Blevins, fide PP); 1 observed on 16 July, Coa 2 an 9. ray, 

of revorts of Uplend Plovers: the 

near Des Yoiness l pair reported but none seen in the usual, raacen, (or 
He 

1 seen, a pperert ly a summer resident » (2B); and, the usta rum! en in) 

several differert locations, (DC). — : 7 : \\ 

Gulls, Terns. There were 4 stragg’ 

at LeClaire on 20 June, (PP). Black Terns are num 

Lakes, and there have been several sightings in Polk Co. Y ee A \ 

Doves, Cuckoos, Doves mey be fewer with smaller numbers of nests = 

located, (GB), but, plentiful es usual, (MK). Reports on cuckoos are varied: 
“tits wn e: 

almost non-existant with crly one Black-billed heard, (GB); both below normal, 
but beth observed frequently, 

(PP); late in arriving and very few, (FK); first not seen until 22 Janes (0K) 5 

Yellow-biiled heard regularly after 8 June, but no Black~billed, (?! L)s ‘\ 

Yellow ~billed heard rerularly, but 2 Bleck-billed on % June were the only *: 

ones seen or heard, (WHB); only one Black+billed, (DH). There appears to 

be a smaller number of "mea suring worms" and this might affect the cuckoo 

population. 

| Wo : ae as - & fu. Oe 
Owls. ‘2 nest of Barn Owls was found in Davenport, and 3 youmg banded T° : 

on 29 June, (PP). Only one nest with one young has been located, but Great— 

Horndd have been heard in several areas, (GB), and one young bended in 

Davenport on 1: April, (PP). A Sawewhet was found on the late date il i 

near Sharon in the Iowa City area, (Noy Coy, fide FE 

— 
\ 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Huomingbirds, Kingfishers. ‘There appears to be 

only one pair of Nighthawks nesiinc, (GB). Chimney Swifts are about the 

same as last year but not as plentiful as five years ago, (GB). Hummingbirds 

are: scarce (DH); none seen since migration, (GB). One of the few Des Moines
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Buckeye tree. observations was one of 5 seen by Albert, Berkowitz in a 

Kingfishers are searce » (DH, WHB). 

Woodpeckers, Flycateners. Flickers are plentiful, (GB). The Redhead 

population is up, (Pm); numerous along back roeds, (NHB); seen a 

the — witht dead Films possibly a factor, (CB); seen more often than 

five years agi ond inervasing, (0G). Western Kinebirds are searce, (DE). 

Treill'ss Preciine in good numbers in northert Seott Gow, (Ly Blevins, 

fide rpy/ ‘bat spear few in Polk, 5 ayts F ‘eebes ere acain at Akron. 

Swallow, chigkedjoos, \uthatches, Wrens. Tree Swallows have been around 

mer with as nary as 100 at Swan Lake, (FK). Nesting Barn Swallows — 

are cow at siost every barn cheeked, (8), but are thought plentiful, | 
Ppp 

(ME) je Cid if f, iq “ye 

were found last year, ( (CB) » and @ colony under & bridge also ‘ = 

llows are. oceupying LG nests under thebrid « e, where they 

\ 
Martins: Eoer aire, (0D) up slightly but not in usual runbers, (MK); 

and not “s many as two years 220 in Polk Go. Chickadees’ hed a poor 

nesting Acason due to predation, (0B). buthatches are fou and far 

between, (6B). House rons are down with only about heli ‘8s yany bended 

28 last, ‘year, (ca). Caroline, reported tiriee: 1 netted at! Wildeat Den 
Winrdr wrrwe 

on iy June, ‘¢: PP), and 1 | Dene, (PL). short-bille! — uF, 8S usual in 
/) 

uly with none, found in. Maly and June, (Fx). , : } . \ 
hiv 

haces inrughes, chron. The only Mock! wbird nes? founs 1 vis lost 

aue to predation, (cB). Catbirds are scarce, (0H), and not cLontiful, (6. 

are else scare, (DH), but thought abundant, (GB). Robins are 

an wohl, (mn), and the seme or fe ewer, (GB), while the later 

broods soenes more successful than the earlier once, ne), blvebiintss 
4 

Raeotecel Hlocre of Mts: Pleasant recorts mumerous sets of 6 anit: wie reis- 

ing all 4, (PL). They are very scarce, (une), 

1966 because of fewer boxes occupied and rate of the number: bended in 2 
NS 

predation high. How. ‘ever eaveral pe sire were seen nesting in woodpecker 

holes in Ela trees, (086 Shrikes: down, (L. Slevins, PP, FK, WHB). 



Vireos, Warblers, Vireos are almost non-existent with only | 2 pairs 

of Bell's, (GB),and all species seom down in Des Moines, Red-eyed; onl 

1 record » (DH); dow ! considerably and Warbling conspicuous by its abser 

(MK). A territorial: Riuawinges Warbler seen and heard on 17 June » (PF 

Yellow, again yery scarce, CEB, de A BLagicpoll was well seen on 9 June 1 

Chis Yellewtiroat, abundant, (CB, MK, WHB)» Gat, none Located, (cB, 

— scarce, (Di), and wlimost none swimering after a heavy migrati 
3 , i 

{ i 

House Sparrows , RIKRAE ‘ icterids, lanagers. House Sparrows are down 

many farms without | any eres or pol soning, (GB . Keado 
/ 

wlarks are 

abundant but Reawinged nb’ as plentiful, (cB). There have been several 
of Grackles al 

late nesting ener young leaving the nest as late as 21 July, (pt), The 

continue to. increase ie Des Moines. TapAcere are late and very few, (F 

‘Searles vaneeer, re portied once but no ak found, (it 1B). The only 

a pair came to a mentions of the Summey" ‘Tamcers 1 each, (DK, P a 

& seder in Des Moines carly 3 in the suymer for a — time only, end no 

ne Bb was, Locat ed. 

¥inches, sparrows - | Cardinale, previously plentiful in towns, are 

into farm areas » (8B). Rose~breast. ed Grasbe ake, more than 

Indigo Buntings: + peta ‘ul, but not more than lest eal (YK), more the: 

extendin a 

usuel, (Hi ), » and nue rous, (GB). Blue Grosbeak nested in Akron » (ao 

usual, (HM, wip ), fairly numerous, (GB). Dickeissels, abundent ib, (CB. wf 

CoLatinehes: uo, (ry \}; &@ good year and more numerous than Hiduse Sparrow 

MK) Severna Spairows were seen 2 July and a numb 
Te 

and enperent 1 

er of tines later, 

nesting » (MK). Grasshopper Sparrows seem to have | had a 

very good | ‘ye rh ic ”) Swamp Sparrows: many heard singing on 20 duly 
“i . \ 

\ 

x 

Gontributoret | ‘Ohad iys Black, Pleasantville; Eldon Bryart, Alcron; |, 

and ti nought neci. 

Donald CAllaspey, ‘Lemont Mrs. Darrell Haina, Sioux GLiby; Milford Keel’: 

Hason Citys Pred Kent » Lowe City: Pearl Knoop, Marble Rock; Peter Lowbthe 

burlington; | lowned MeKin ley, ®ussell; Peter Petersen, Jes Davenport. 
Woodwerd'H, Brown, E15 — O11 Ave., Des Moines, 50312, 



Audubon Field Notes - Summer 1967 

May was cold and dry; June, also cool but wet, over 7" rain and 1& days 
with measurable precip: July, also cool and very dry with only .8" rain. 

Herons — Few Great Blue or Green. Almost no Black-crowned and no Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons reported. These last have nested fairly regularly. 

Wood Ducks are having a good come-back and numerous broods seen. 

Hawks. No Red-shouldered seen, and probably no Broad-winged nesting. 
No Marsh Hawks and Sparrow Hawks were few until late in July. 

Hummingbirds. I've seen none. Al. Berkowitz reported seeing 5 in a 
Buckeye tree then in bloom. 

Kingfishers, Fewer. 

Redheaded Woodpeckers plentiful on all side roads. 

Flyeatchers. Probably usual numbers, but I've seen or heard no Traill's, 

Martins. Maybe more than last year, but still down. 

Robins. Many young observed from second or third nestings. 

Shrikes — down. 

Starlings - aphdn ud. 

Vireos. Fewer Yellow-throated, Red-eyed and Warbline. 

Warblers. Prothonotaries nested unsuccessfully due to rising water. 
-__ Yellows and Redstarts down despite big spring migration. No Chats. 
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Teterids. Bobolinks up some, Grackle
s way up. 

Tanegers. Very few of either and no nests reported. 

Finches. Indigo Buntings and Dickcissels clentiful, also Goldfinches. 
Towhees still down. 
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