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pr Decenber vik eta th toe LO° above normal with some 

excess precipitation, practically all as rain. Most waters were 

oven the greater part of the month. January was warm the first 

The 29th wes the coldest in 50 years in the central part. Little 

snow fell during the month. 

(f) Comments on this season should be read in conjunction with the 

Uhristmas census ponerta7 aes accompanying raarks. Some opinions: 

open winter and pleasant weather, but feeders report fewer birds of 

all kinds. Some say "No birds, not even (House) sparrows." (Di). 

Bird populations thin - no wintering hawks or owls, (/K). Number 

of species seems down in Jecorah area and average in Story Uo., (DP). 

Mild weather in November and December kept many birds from soing 

farther south, (RK). 

)T] Herons, Geese, Ducks. A Great blue Heron was seen on the open 

river on /, January, (PK). A Canada Goose was over Iowa Falis on 

2 January, (UP). Most of the reparts of ducks concerned the Mallard: 

thousands and thousands milling around betweer Hamburg anc Percival. 

late in January, (HG); 40 at 1k Greek as late as 28 December, (RK); 

100-200 seen trecuently until 15 December, (DG); 200 at Brown Slough, 

(HM). Scaups at Montrose numbered between 2-3000 on Christmas Day, (PL). 

As many as 100 Common Goldeneyes were on the Missouri River, and a 

few Common Nergansers were seen occasionally, (DH). 

[} Hawks. Ali kinds very searce, (KL); very tew observed in late 

November due to their taking cover in brush and timber, but normal 

numbers could be found by searching, (DP). The Red-tailed is one of 

the most commonly mentioned species: few scattered reports, (DH): only 

a few, (FK); only one observation, (GB); seem to be down, (DK); half 

as many as in shepeet, (KL); usual number, (DG); few more than usual, 
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(EF); and, 1-2 almost daily, (JK). ho improvemert is noticed in the 
ee 

situation of the Red-shoulcered: saw none all winter, (DK); one in 

ve 3 Sainatiinl area on 29 November, (DP); one seen several times near 

sas 

and near New Boston they are certainly down, (PP). Oe a 

sighted than in past years, (DH); below normal, (BB); and, none seen 

this winter, (DO). A onlin” tease was killed near Burlington after 

Nattacking" a hunter, (PL). Bald Eagles: about the same as last yeer, 

(PL); immatures seem down, (PP); several observations et Arsenal Island, 

Princeton, Iowa, Hampton, Ili. end one at Duck Creek Park which is about 

&@ mile from the river, (NW). Meivoh Hawks seem down, (PP). Sparrow 

Hawks: thought common in both areas, (DP); lots, (PP); but, occasional, 

(FK); few wintering, (EB); amd, none, (GB); with one staying around the 

barnyard, (J%). 

CE Bobwhite, Pheasants, Turkeys. Bobwhite were thought scarce around 

Sioux City with only two covies on one tarm, (DH); but two good covies 

found efter severai years with almost none, (EB); and, plentiful, (K1). 

Pheasants; numbers down considerably, (DH); tase. ean be found in 

good numbers in certain areas, (RK); and, good wheck left - 20 visible 

in field while typing the report, (EB). Turkeys are reported as moving 

up the Upper Iowa sivas from the Lansing area, and now are found about 

severi miles east of Decorah, (DP). 

os Shorebirds, Gulis, Doves, — A King Rail was found at Goose Lake on a 

Y January when the wapyeretere had been -14° 2 day spies (JF). A 
xa ABH ET NE 

Kilideer and 4 Snipe were seen on 15 January, (i K)s the eee! 

Kilideer but no Snipe at Decorah, (DP). Gulls stayed in sone riumbers 

until 15 January when the Mississippi troze over, (PL). A few Ring- 

billed were seen occasionally, probably from Gavin's Point Dam, (DH). 

Some Mourning Doves are wintering, but except where 25 are visiting 

@ feeder daily, (KI.), numbers are very few, (PK, DE, PK, UP). 
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/T) 0wis, Kingtishers. Not many winter-visitant owls are present this 

( See le “ug 
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year: one Snowy was s urs on 1& December, (DG); e@ Long-eared 
Marr, 

\ 

was observed on Lo Janyary, (HM): and 2 are winterins north of ames, (MS). , | due ovtus nuutiug at ucght vida Fall moon + chort-eared were fairly numerous last year:but are few (EB) and the only ~~~" “> e+ A on Feb, 1 
other mention is of 2 at New Hartford seen by the Barlow's, (RH). A i 

Saw-whet is in the same area for the third year, (RK, MS). Kingfishers 

are said to be common at Jecorah, (DP). 

ma Woodpeckers, Larks. A male Red-shaited Flicker has been visiting 
"NPrernmnnannsiane, — Rei cr eae at 

several feeders, (CH). Patented awe geen regularly on Credit Island, (PP). 

several Red~headed seen in late December were considered unusual, (RK), 

but none has been reported in Jes Moines where there are frecuently some. 

Horned Larks are evidently down: not nearly as many as last year, (Di); 

seem fewer than usual, (DP); and scarce around Des Moines. 

ii Jays, Crows, Chickacees, Titmice, Nuthatehes, Creepners. Flue Jays are 

thought up, (KL). Crows are plentiful, (AL), but only a tew scettered 

individuals seen with no known roost, (on). dA partial albino wes noticed 

among @ huncred normally colored birds neer betvendort {(IW). Unickadees: 

opinions vary trom: appear tewer, (DH), to, ei nore tad ordinary, (JK), 

and, very abundant, (KL). Titmice are common in Decorah, (DP). White- 

breasted Nuthatches: numbers seem down, (DH), but, plentiful, (KL). Red- 

breasted Nuthatches are generally thought more numbeous than usual with 

Decorah being the only point of scarcity, (DP). Brown Creepers: seem 

entirely absent, (KL), with very few reports, (DH), and common in Ames 

but scarce at Decorah, (DP). 

\T] Mimics, Thrushes, Kinglets. Only two Mockingbird items, one east of 

Iowa City, (FK), and another in Madison Co. just south of the Des Moines 

impounding Res. by ies Kennedy. 4 Brown Thrasher wintering at Sioux City 

may be injured, (DH). One or two Robins are reported, (PK, RH, FK, WHB), 

but none this winter, (KL). A few Golden—crowned Kinehete wintering, (EB), 

one on lO January for the only record, (HM), and common at Ames but scarce 
at Decorah, (DP).
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[7\ Wexwings, Shrikes, Warblers. Two Bohemian Waxwings were seen 

several times with a small flock of Cedars, (DB). Cedars are seen 

recularly, another good year, (RK), but all other reports say none 

seen, (PK, DH, KL, JK). A Northern Shrike was seen at Grundy Center 

by Glenn Bloomfield, (8H), but very few Logzerhead sighted, (KL). 

An Orange-crowned Warbler feeding in the yard during the first three 
ANON srcreinannamcnacit nee AROSE 

Etaoin AmeeAMORNONBON se yannensenemenOD SAAN 

weeks in December is reported by Mrs. Leroy Hansen of Lowden, ‘sin 
Nitti ea crenaynnnincvtnrnts 

he Se aaeaneelill 

CT) icterids, Finches. Only one flock of ‘meadowlarks end fine otnidon 

have been seen around Sioux “ity, and Des Moines reports are few. 

Occasional Grackles have been seen, (PK, PL, RK, RH). No flocks of 

Evening Grosbeaks have been seen, but scattered observations, us — 
nom riers nner 

at feeders, at Burlinstor, Decorah, Des Moines and Jesup. Not many 
< aaa diac... ~emeenstneetnernarag, 

mentioned Purple Finches: two reports of 6 or 8, (DH) 1 or 2 at feeders, 

(FK), numerous since early winter, ond still more common than usual, (HM); 

but probably fewer at Des Moines, although Mrs. Peasley has been feeding 

a flock of 40 or more. Rydpodis, _whi ch have staged somewhat of an invasion 
eens Brn MOPPNONNANN NOOR 

cree Pak rNaNcDA rss ARONA TEN MEOE ateeotchnecusc nr nmnsnyHnrsnon® 

have been missing at Sioux eesiei Pine Siskins weré seen; one small Pe 
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(DH), and several ‘flocks : in “Pahoa, (RK). Red Crossbills were seen 
tee 

‘et. Ames 5 ¢ on 19 November, (DP). White-winged, first seen 23 December, 
eee 

(RK), as. on 3 I Deceueer, (RH). Janeen: neui reduced oF uave scattered, 

(DH): ‘appeared. in puree in ‘mid-January, (EB); think up from last year, 

(GB). Tree Sparrows: many more than last year, (GB), and a good population 
A stun te Wwhirte- throated Spawee wes seen at Credit Ts laud ii. eecoeee a 

in Des Moines. - A Lapland Longspurs: only 1 seen, (EB); 2#400 until Thanks—_ CFA 

giving, absent until 15 January, then 1-200 cauld be seen, (DG). 

[T\ Contributors: Susan Atwell, Ft. Dodge; Gladys Bleck, Pleasantville: 

Mrs. Dwight Brooke, Des Moines; Eldon Bryant, Akron; Myrle Burk, Waterloo; 

John Faaborg, Jcfferson; Donald Gillaspey, Lamoni; Mrs. Edwin Getscher, 

Hamburg; Mrs. Darrell Hanna, Sioux City; Russell Hays, Waterloo; Clerise 

Hewitt, Jesup; Jim Keenan, Ogcen; Fred Kent, Iowe City; Richard Knight, 

Ames; Pearl Knoop, Marble Rock; Darwir Koenig, Castalia; Keith Layton, 
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rT Peter Lowther, Burlington; Howard McKinley, Russell; 

Mrs. Hewen Peasley, Des Moines; Peter Petersen, Jr., Davenport; 

Don Peterson, Ames andDecor ah; Mildred Stewart, Grinnell; Barton 

Sutter, Henlonton; Myron Swenson, Ames; Norman C. Ward, Jr., Ames; 

William Youngworth, Sioux City. WOODWARD H. BRCWN, 4815 Ingersoll Ave., 

Des Moines, 50312. 


