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Dear Fete:

A rather uneventful fall. The Snow Buntings were the only
thing of real interest. For some reason we seldom have these, and
there has never been a flock in my 25 years here. Nost 1'd seen was
3 with several records of one or two. Fred Kent had a flock at Coral-
ville for some time.



Audubon Field Notes, Fall 1967

Des Mojines.

Weather, generally cool and continued abnormally dry.

Ducks. Migration very poor. Possibly mild weather further north kept
birds from moving. There have been a very few Canvasbacks
whereas none was seen in the spring.

Hawks. No concentrations of any species noticed. A Harlan's on 12 Nov.

Shorebirds. Few, due to lack of mmdflats.

Woodpeckers., Red-headed seem to have left early and slmost completely.
Frequently a few remain.

lhrushes. Poor migration ard few seen,
Kinglets. A wave of both sp. on 5 Cctober, otherwise about normel.
Vireos. Good migration of Solitary, others average to lower.

wWarblers. Waves on 31 Aug., 3 Sept., and 7 Oct. A late Black-throated
Greern on-6 Lov, seen by Wm. Boller. Not nearly the numbers of
Myrtles in other years.

Finches. 5 LeConte's seen by Mrs. H, Peasley on 7 Oct., a rainy day
with the good warbler wave, Another on 22 Cct. by lMary Fllen Warters.
Fox Sparrows seemed few, but Harris' were very numerous. A flock
of 30-50.Snow Buntings located on 23 Nov. by Berkowitz 2nd Brown
were seen as late as the 26th.
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'he thre.—months! cried ending 21 Cetober waes ccoler than usu
scrording to readings at the Des lolmes ilrport, &ns Loere was

chortece of rainfell in sach mento: T a1t in et belns tiv Peatentl.

unuzually indy dérs, 1ner re 10

Greben, lelicing, Cormorcnts. Lhere were wo Il ort- of crebes otlerT

v 8y “ied-billed, of which 35-40 were ~till at Blue

(), ard irtiel neaked a2t 52 on - Celhober at fon Slouzh, (F). “er

7 ‘hite relicrms on 22 Ceptember end the le=t left cn 20 October,

locks of 46 and 52 Cormorants wers ot nion

s

Y. linucually larce

vor but both left wit inm 48 hourr,

ore vas ccen &b lameni or
of some l:dind tonere cvery

ard 16 fugust, (dil}. =~ TO

. Sertecber, (Fi). & late fuericen pithern wes at woose Taie, 22 Uclober, JF }i

Neese, tmets,  The LXK ear jest obrervition vevorted var- of 27 Jenads

ard 2 Slue on 21 “estember et Unicen Slough. the peak wat Tee chod i h
week 13-19 Lctober iih 1720 Ca:ada, hite—ir.nted, ¢nd 115 Elve grid “novw.\ PF s
The first floe!: was seen 20 Septerber with 7 7 od mirration the lart Two

week- of (ctober, (J. ). There were & number o: flights of -lue and SROW

a flock of
plue—iirged Teel s in ‘ciher yesr., an’ only & s¢ tiering of others, (F. ).
Trom Unicn Slouvgh: fhere wis & noverenu of eTue=witiced irbo the eref 1Xor

25 to 28 Kugust, emd a larse riretior of ruddle duclks on 2L ona 2 Septesier.
(n 27 Cetobsr mmbers were siill i sine with divers ond pu'dlers coring in
s1.d 1 e reak not reached. Vayimwr nor latlons were -i 200 Mallards and

37100 cod ek,




. migr tion spotty, (Jr); scarce, all kinds, \l Ys @ scarcity, (F¥); 211 kind:
very scar-e in Sentember, ocrasionzl Red-teiled or Jarch in the fir t ialf of
Cel.ober, ). David Fulks at Denver saw 1. Sharp-shiined 2 Cooner's rly
in Cctover, (H /. arlen's were se-n by L, blevins rether early, 2 in late
o == I e ———
leptenber, arnd 1 on retoler, .eid—shouldered§ norted from {30 places,
2 ot wWyth tark or 10 Cctoler se Florence S-rinr H ', and s-veral sightines
at fussell, 17 Awrurt, 3 Seoterber and & pair on 10 eptenber, (HlicX), Flocks
of Brozd—winged ere 150 cn 23 3ertember, (i), 60-%. neer Lt, Vernon oy
eo. Marsh on 2 Sc-terber, (). 'lThere wes =z :ovement cf the n ee
Cctober, (7). Aough-lecred wore noted errly in (ctober, ). The only
2ald Zazle was ore seen Ifour tl-es in“e touber, (rF). Ilarsh ias ere thous t
down, (53), way ‘own, (i7 ), lmt, -erheos es many as usual, (Geo. lers:. fide "
(spreys ¢ nee rcd more numerous than in other recent yvesrs: obvserved lo Icptember
(K Yy =
and Z1 (ctober, it August by Errette eflier, 26 iugust end 2 au-ust by
~len “locmfield, (ii-); 1 (ctober at Easter l.ake near Jes [ogincs, ©ecn by tlbert
Zerkowitz; 7 ¢ cloter near Jef:erscn, (J¥): 2rd 7 (e ober &rd enoter from 16
to 26 (ctober, (Fi'). A Peregrire wac seen at Denver ite Fulks, (¥F)
i ; sl
seen or 13 September (417), end by Jevid rullke, nc Jote ~iven, H ).
Sparrow hawka: Lhere wa: tucusht not the usual u“téitrebifn ente r i is
wear, (E@); 10-15 were se n in orne day in bhqia:t we 'k of Se-tember, (PP): an
there wes come rde.cgul n teoe first week in cptebe ai Tnion Slough. ey heve
becn few in ez oliren.

Partridren, artridees and Flisasente are Jowr:, the
resson beines exces:ive r#ins at nesting time, (37 . gbviiites are tle most
abundant in meny years, (D-). Phe:scuts zre abundent, meny jrst changin
celor denctins & iate hateh after destruciive spring reins. Y

Shor:birds. The concersus is thai scorebirds —ere feo, the re:sons differ.

3 _— e e =
horebirds ncor fue te the laek of rain te male nudflsts, (J7)3 most o the belier
pl:ces around Des ioines dried uo hefore !he wigr tion wes vell under wiy
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A Bongparte's was seen o he lisple ipni on 12 sugust, 1.
Casnian Terns; 10 o 3 tctober, (115, end & o cntenber, |
of 54 Black Terns &t Inicn Clourh seems low,

fuec cog, (wis. Lumbers of cucloos Imnrover otic sebly o
the lart se'r cor 21 Ceicber, (I'). ‘here were very fe ack
Des Loince. hort—-eared (wl &t the Dec koincs Im-. fes.
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;o been vrerent

in exception wtes Coose lel FJ.

I¥X. !o explrnation hut, ¢ lmost non-existent, (I ¥); erd not much luck thls
fell with ders, (118). There war & gcod moruletion of reilc at Unicn “leurh
with pesks of 202 Virrinis-, 500 Sorasz, a: 1600 Ceots, the latier teslnning
move cut at une end of Cctorer. Ther: were 500 Conts at reet's lorsh early
in the mont!, (® ). Killdeers: nlentiful, & flock ot 25 on 28 July, and gome
scern or hesrd through -eptember, (3% ); 20-25 2t Zlue Lake orn 2 Cectober, (7 )
and 48 £t Union - lough in “id-sentember, (F }. & floek of 10-12 Goiden Plove?
in mid-Sententer renorted by T. Hlevirs, (P ). & fud y Turnstone et

Slo on 14 Se-tember, (H c ). There were 3 /ocdcock ohssrvai.ons, ne las
on 20 Netober, {7P}. "ninc veaked ¢t 14/ the last weel in Settemoer, (Fz).
_mland Tlovers werey 2 neg es folnes o 16 Juiy, nd 5 field on

12 hugust, (¥'). & rather late floct of Fuclorals wes in @ ayfield on 5
(Getober, with 2% covnted, 7 4. _lock of 50 Dowitchers & eatern Dand-
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cbaervation was 2 1 15 {ctober, (nb,. The only, hummiin biras, 16 ana 25
Scotember, (Ji). anl 2 on 12 Ce gevhier, (DH)s

soouneckers, blyvectcnelr , by’ i clkers were very cormor in SCDLEmbET,
[PLJ; ~ 4 o ~igretion in tec glso cohende e’ more than ever
before, (23), bt a pecrec to have L o nes rother sacly, A lale
| ~ a4 ]

re-orh mentions & .eciern vincobird seen or 1L Juns ed 1 Yduff, (AN ), 8l

4

¢ ~oe were a&lso oboo.vet ons on 1), and 17 (ctober, (i ). Say' 5 Inoches e
down, (&2). (:rly lavee #locik of mixed swellows wis ecn on 22 August, B

. |
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Rark Swallows .cit & weel
cwrllow from 20 to 27 hAugust, ard & good wigr tion for anciler weer, CE= )
“here were e btirate Lo be 1000 ‘urnle rartinc ir Corningoide £lcne from mid-
Ausust to 10 Septenber, (U0 ).

days, Imthotches, Creeners, Jpens.  Flocks of Blue Jays werc ceen on

October, (Fi'). A ned-breasted imt-atch cn 15 ¢ ctoter, (), ia the only rerort.

. . s

Brown Crecoerc on 2/, Senkémlel ard 26 Sertember, ith 6 on the latter iate, were

- - ; Ty ik ey Sl St TR . 5t e Cor
rether errly, (Ji). ‘“here nes besn @ strons movement of ‘Ainter .rent iIom

i Senterber cn, vith 9 banded on 5 Cetober, (FF). & Bewlck's ren cine to &

fexcer, (&7, aroline wrens weve herrd en tio caoen LU Ausist =t L eout
I Maki
we by i, C. Beriowitz. oth Shert-billed andLone-? illed Trens
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were numerous : U (-ose jalke in Sent en'

=

7 (ctober :ccoruing to I'rs. Yersley.

Vimies, ‘hiushes, cinclets, 7ipits. & late “rovn hres er w.o o red
23 . ot kot b Loeciith - B i ety

25 Cctorer, r). FEobins: Jown, (J7); have seer very few, althourh: o neighbey

revorted z flcek of c0., (G0); plesntiful with 200 olus cr. 10 ¢ ctoter, (I7)
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but, very cbundsnt cn 9 (ctober, J The:re vwis @ wave of kinglet
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days, (L) olden-crovned were rlenti‘ul, bub Tmbr—-crowned

There vere 2 cher Tiniis neen on 5 Cetober, (D).
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locaticn. These were drcignated :s: late Aurust, (1F): 20 Aurusi, 3

31 August, (JF 3 31 August, 3 Sentember and 7 (ctober, “or Les llcires;

1" September, (iic ); 9-12 #nd 2527 September, (PP); 15 #nd 30 Sentember

- ——

f211 detes, 3 Septenber, by A. C. nerkovitz. Colde: —winged: 4 Centember
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Fleck-throated ‘lue: banded 5 QCetober, (PF). Ivrtle: &z wave 6 ' ctober,
a big wave cn Llth ard eroter ov -0t Cetober, (17 ), bui orly seen Ior

days after 6 Cctober, (P1.). Flack-t roated Urecn: & gocd yeer ond an e@

arrivel o 27 tugust, (FF). Connecticut: ore on 1 tctober, (4 ). Tedst

40-50 in one flock or 2€ August, (G ¥), few seer, (DH).

v

22 (ctober, (JF). eporte or the srarrow wieretion vary: not mary, { i)

e

lots, (i1ie¥ j3 very rood migr:tion for iLhiree weelts, (Jr )3 lacidng,

hraviest ‘ro. 10-16 Cetober, ong, Chinping, hite-ihroat, z1d Fex only

frem 10 to 13 (ctober, (11). A good rder:ticn of Vegeries from 27 1o 20 4

(Pr). BRlucbirds were scerce vith smell rrouns reen on only ive ays, (%

enn 5 October, ¢énd orc ON the 6fh, (Fr.), with many secn on the &th and i,

( ctober, nrodominently i rtles, (rB, A¥). Prothorotary: one of fev Folk

or. 22 hurust, (PP). Cerulean: 2 or. 2}, Sertember, (A). Eay-bre:sted: an

Ieterids, I'inches. Tlhere 2re two lzr ge ro sts in_fﬁoux Gitew, ore vith

of Brackles, "trrlings, Zobins, snd Joves. & RBreuer's Blackbird wis Seen

tle svrirg migretivom, (:¥). Ietersen baendes 77 Ruby-crane n 5 Qctorer.

(ran-e—crowned: in a big wsre or 11 Cetober, 1rore than seen in years, (1% ).

Flceks noted cn & Octover, (FK). There was r amall wave of Svains:n's Thruche

Haxyings, O zylines, Vireos. Waxwings were Scarce 81l sumer ond f21l, { Eds
vut flocks were seen on b Cectober, (FF). Starlings are cver- ivercacine, (OF ).
411 vireos seen dovn ecnsideraily, (¥ ). ‘fhere wes a good j~rsiion of Solitsry
at Des Moines, end Philedelnhia had a good year, {FF).

Warblers. “here woere & rumber of waves irith come veristion coriines to
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asual, (DH}, but olentiful, (GE). Latdnte's: 5 on T Cctober «cen o 2 ]

Pecsley, :nd 1 on 22 (ctober by 'ary Tllen Warters. Junco: firet reen & few
deye e:rlier then last yeer, (PL), on 3 Cctober, (M), wut very few, (72).

A Clay- colored noted on 15 Cectober, (Rl). Her:is! have beel unusus 1ly munerous:
(Fi7ek, JK, OB, “HB). white-crowned: those seen heve becn imatures, (- B).
White-throated: 100 seen on 10 Cctober in .yth Fark Uy Flore: ce Soring, (RF);
abundent 2s usunel, (F¥). Fox: lets, (Hiel); more than uruzl, (7); tut seem

fewer in Des Foines. A very carly Lovland Longshur s geen oo toose lake

on 30 Sentember, (JI').
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