FieldNot es Spring 1966 lowa City lowa F.W.Kent

Weather--
March was warmer than usual (5 degrees) and molsture o Iiitle below
April also warmer and dryer.
May cooler and wefter.

This pattern of weather did not seem to have much effect on the sarly pattern of migration,
but the cool and wet weather of May ; lat then hold them
oround for o much longer period than vswal. Thus warblers were around for fwo weeks when
they offen go past in o few days. Tn fact the bulk of the warblers was ten days late ,and o
@oodly number still about on the 21 s. of May. Even more stri king was the abscance of any

ewer early ones like yellow-legs ond pectorals ond perhaps the bulk of later
ones(peeps etc) are still to arrive.

Ducks & Geese. :

Normal pattern and numbers with good numbers on Swon Lake and Conesville,as the
Reservolr was 10 low that it did not attract them.Mch. 9 to 15 showed good variety and numbers.
Swan Lake had fine concentrations clear through April with also some geese there too (unusual),
and on Mbh 25 there were 4 species including a samll flock of White~fronts which spent a week.

Itoms,
Mch 16~7 very warm. turtles, snakes, small mammals out .
" 20 6 Pectords

Apr. 8  Fox Sparrows

" 9 Woodcock at “Ridge" OnApr. 25 heard the evening flight song and performance(8 times)

" 15 Egrets 5

* 16 A Hybrid Shoveler-Mallard 7 rd breast- white cheeks) (will write up separately)

L lmrnﬂmmr.’lﬂnhmm 10 Y.

" 24 1 Golden Plover S¢ee L¥ ]l

" 25 7 Willen. e AL
May 8 For a trip 90 species. Many Myrtles and water thrushes O grweny

16 ™" no shore birds .
" 21 White-eyed Vireo 2
Alyo prent reporfs on CapeMay warblers.

- -

It woyld on the field trip. Lots of warblers. A number of goldcn-wlngs,nwno“a,bluo-wlnm,

ond the other more common ones. But the highlight of walk in there was 2 White~eyed Vireos.
When | first heard it | hodhumhmymmoryoblf butnonnmmbwdboarlngminhhwlmd
with Tom. The boys got good look at them and quite a thrill at their first. Algs hod o few shore
birds~ Peeps, Dunlins ,q golden plover ,and o Bonapartes Gull. (94 for the trip) No cuckoos yet,
And fewer sparrows than usual. =

/  Sure appreciated your taking the Reece pictures back with you.And enjoyed the whole
&mﬂn' +Hope you all did toe.

f’; i Not much to add to this I sent Woody. A!I the migrants_seemed to 23,:?
/! out last Sunday(May22) only had a Mourning & Canada this week (&T
4

Today saw 2 r ediplovers . Shore birds very scarce this year.Even

)sHad a hunch—tast week
down( pectoras and yettow=tegs) .
:ﬁ;!cyygze:og?genot gr(ztpmuch.Sure high water. Guess I saw my shore b

: { et
on the trip east down the coast from N.J. to ga;ow;th Tom the firs
week in May. Those tidal marsh refuges are fabulous.



