


12 Apr. 

Pete: 

If possible, Jim Grier should be removed from the "unpaid" list. 

His dueswere waived last year, but his check came today. 
a 

f 

Will you add te the AFN an item Townsend's Solitaire was seen 
Ft 

on 13 Jan. in Margaret Brooke's yard. This was included for IBL but 

I overlooked it the other day. —————
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FIELD REPORTS - Winter~secson-1968=69-—— 

The weather this winter has been such that many observers have been 
in the field very little. The northern sections had more snow than 

thepreas farther south, but the central part at least had a succession 

of freezing rains and ice storms which made travel, either by car of 

on foot, very difficult. Ome compensation has been the number of 

northern birds which, because of bad weather or scarcity of food, have 

frequented our feeders. 

A Common Loon at Lock 13 on 16 November was unusual (PCP). 

A single Great Blue Heron was at Webster City on 22 Jamuary (RM), and 

Jack McLane gave an interesting description of another seen on 29 

December flying with outstretched neck. Identification was made positive 

by following the bird until it perched. 

Geese, Ducks, Although the goose-hunting season was thought poor (DH), ee 

there were 325 Canada$at the Red Rock Refuge through December (G3). 

Two Canadas and a Snow Goose were on the river at Iowa City through 

January (FK). There were between one and two thousand ducks, principally 

 Maliards, at Lake Macbride in the first weekpf December, but few divers 

and a scarcity of scaups (FK). The ee Red Rock about 

the same time amounted to "thousands" (GB), but the oxbows south of 

Sioux City were frozen over (DH). Credit Island had one or two Black 
4h } +h 

Ducks through 5 December and also on 1 22 January (PCP), and there 
/ 

Teal were plentiful (fay. Golden-eyes on the Missouri at Sioux Vity 

were estinated at 200 (DH). There were |, White-winged Scoters seen 

at Lock 14 on 15 December by Hlton Fawks, and a Hed-breasted Merganser 

on the 22nd was also unusual (PCP). 

Hawks. This group was thought generally down (EB, CB, BAG, KL) but 

Sharp-shinned were thought in good numbers while fewer than half the 

usual number of Red-tailed were found on the Davenport Census { 7¢ </ 
Qaw 
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Red-shouldered seen on the Christmas Censuses totalled which is aH eee. 
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-e¥er the & or 9; counted in the three previous years. tt 

12 None was seen at Davenport; the first miss in 19 consecutive 

years. One was seen on 14 December at Montpelier and Fred Lesher saw one 

near Clinton on 28 December (PCP). Two unusual winter hawks were a Broad- 

winged on il January near Walnut Woods flushed three times and positively 
"TE RRR NT? 

identified (om), and a Swainson's on 6 December near Ames seen by Myron 

Swenson and Prof, Greij. Hough-legged were seen rather commonly. Bald 

Kagles were few until the cold in early January with only 27 on the Davenport 

count, but 50 were present by the end of January (PCP). Single birds were 

reported: an immature at Gladbrook on 2 November (8H); at Decorah on 7 

December (Csgood fide RH); southeast of Des Moines on Lipecember (GB); and 

15 December and 1 January (FK). They were thought fewer than usual at Sioux 

City (DH). Marsh Hawks were in good numbers with 9 seen within minutes on. 

the Yuseatine Census (PCP). 
anne 

i ee wow sn 

a all 

. Reports of Yobwhites vary from very few (KL) to 
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abundant (DG), and with none seen at one location while a couy is feeding 

daily in another (GB). Pheasants were thought to be doing well (B, GB, 

MG,JK), but very few seen (KL) and a very poor hunting season (DH). 

bob Barrett for the Conservation Commn. is quoted as reporting a considerable 

loss due to the weather (DH). 

ers and Snipe. There are the usual reports of wintering birds with 

a flock of 30 Snipe at Gladbrook on 2 November (Ri). 

Owls. Screech and Great Horned Owls have become seerce (CHW). Both Long- 
> mn 

and Short-eared were seen by Mrs. Hewitt at Readlyn, but there are fewer 

owls in the area than formerly (RH).A Screech Cwl in the red phase was seen 

avenport Es
 at Ames on 16 November (MS). Long-eared.are down and missed on the 

Census for the first time since 1956 (PCP), but were seen north of Ames (MS). 

Short-eared were thought up (PCP) and 3 were seen in December (JK).



There are a couple of Saw-whets near Ames in the area where they have been 

since 1963 (MS) and the first in a mumber of years was seen several times 

in Des Moines. 

woodpe ckers There are a few Yellow-shafted Flickers wintering #s far north 
; 

as Marble Rock (PK), and they are the most numerous woodpecker (JK). A 

Red-shafted Flicker has been at a Des Moines feeder for several weeks (EMG), 

and another at Hamburg (EAG). “Regents doo reported: late in December 

and another at Bettendorf since mid-December seen by Robt. Dau (PCP), with 

several in Des Moines (he ie). A pair of Pileated areboming daily to a 

feeder at McGregor (LJ). A Red-headed on 16 January wo only his second 

winter record (®B) while 7 were banded on Christmas in Cedar Rapids (KL). 

There are a dozen or more wintering in a wooded area near Lamoni (nG). 

Larks, Jays, Grows, Reports of Horned Larks ranged from ‘up a bit" (FK) 
el 

to "about double the usual numbers" (PCP). Blue Jays were thought few (DH) 

but too many (KL), but both felt the number of Crows was down. 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, wrens, Lreepers. Chickadees and White-breasted 

Nuthatches are way wage eect and the latter also scarce at Pleasantville 

(GB). ¢ " Red~breasted Sehnnt ones appear ‘plentiful throughout the state. _ 

Carolina Wrens are : ene veectablished in the paveusert area (PCP), and 

have been noted elsewhere ( EAG, DH, WHS). Brown Creepers are either 

ing or few (KL, DH). 

thrushes. See! own Thrasher spent most of December in Davenport (PCP),ano!hew 

spew! several weeks in December in Ottumwa (CTU), and one ‘eptiliin Des Moines 

at the end of January (DM). There are several revorts of single Robins 

but they have been seen in flocks of from 5 to 15 (DG) with 12 to 20 wu / fime 
Laecren— 2 ee
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wintering near Swan Leke (FK ). “A A | vermit +hrush wes seen at Betendort at Stow m 
seenecngenss Ce _ late, See 

on 7 January by Pat Lonnecker (PCP), and a ‘ownsend's Solitaire spent wader Gein | 
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15 minutes in the Brookes! yard on 13 January. hea 
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Shrikes, Starlings. No Bohemian Waxwings are reported, and only Call 
RAL so 

scattered Cedars are mentioned. Northern Shrikes are mentioned twice: “fe Clastsh 

Courty
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these iakek in the Iowa City ares, 30 Novembe
r, 7 and 21 December (FK) 

AAR NMEOPANTLNE RL ERALAE ear MOHAR —“ 
praca nen BN ony 

pen vite 
RORARRIAI EM LIT pr ga speigts 

3 Starlings were thought down (Dé), “but large flocks
 are to be found in 

feed lots (KL, DH). 

Icterids. Reports of meadowlarks are generally fe
vorable: small numbers 

but seen regularly (DH), more numerous this winte
r (JK), good numbers (PCP), 

largest wintering population ever (BB), we
llescattered with as mény 45 a 

dozen, usually 1 or 2 (KL), but none at all (cB). Three Brewer's Black- 

birds were seen on 19 January (HAS). Wintering Grackles are 2, evidently 
yok H SECA 
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crippled, (GB), amd 2 at Ottumwa (oTU). The only large blackbird roost 

mentioned is one at Nahant marsh with Red-timged
 Blackbirds predominating (PCP). 

Finches, Sparrows; Sparrows fared badly and are rarely seen (EB). 

Cardinals are spotty and seen in flocks if at all (GB). The\munber o: of repel’ 
<= 

ci whet ghnought cue to their | neing driven to feeders by bad weather (DH). 

avening Grosbeaks have staged a mild invasion with reports of from singles 

to flocks of 1O or 2 APK, » FO, ‘RH, GFW, MS, HB). Purple Finches are 

eeecrk ed as more numerous than usuel (PCP, RH, FK, DG, DH), but none 

so far (JK). Redpolls were seen on seven dates (PCP) while Mrs. Hewitt 

sew 1 on 3 January and a flock of 150 on 19 January (RH). Pine -iskins 
pa anne ereavccsintaapsnit 

are mentioned twice (PCP, DE). Dende panties Goldfinches thought 

them down (JK,DH). A small flock of Red Crossbilis was qeee in Ames 

early in November (JF), and some were in Waterworks Park in Des Moines 

on 28 Nevember (MEP). Towhees are reported from three places: Cedar 

Falls on 26 November by Eleanor Corwin (RH), on several dates in December 

and January in Des Moines (IS), and 4 or 5 reports at feeders (DH). 

Juncos are either in smaller flocks or more scattered (KL), and more 

than usual (JK, DH). A Clay~colred Sparrow was seen on 30 November, 

L and 3 December (OTU). Harris' Sparrows, usually immatures, are being 

seen: (GB, RB, CFW, PK; DH). Longspurs were thought many (5B) and a 

few were seen with “orned Larks (FK) while 40 were near Garnavillo 
on



°h December. A Snow Bunting was seen on 1 December at Lock 14 (PCP), 

another was present for three days early in November (DG), and from 

6 to 50 were seen from 31 October through December when the area became 

inaccessible (FK). 
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Genteibutere: tere. Gladys Black, Pleasantville; Mrs. Margaret Brooke, 

Des Moines; Eldon Bryant, Akron; John Faaborg, Ames; Mrs. E. A. Getscher, 

Hamburg; Donald Gillaspey, Lamoni; Mrs. E. M.Griffith, Des Moines; 

Mrs. Darrell Hanna, Sioux City; Russell Hays, Waterloo, Lynn Johnson, 

McGregor; Jim Keenan, Ogden; Fred Kent, Iowa City; Jerf Kern, Des Moines; 

Pearl Knoop, Marble Rock; Keith Layton, Oskaloosa; Dick Mooney, Des Moines; 

Ron Muilenburg, Webster City; Mary EH. Peck, Des Moines; Peter C. Petersen, ITs, 

Davenport; Irene Smith, Des Moines; Myron Swenson, Ames; Mrs. ©. T. Upp, 

Ottumwa; C. F. Wolden, Wallingford. WOODWARD H. BROWN, 4815 Ingersoll Av., 

Des Moines, Iowa 50312.


