


Audubon Field Notes Spring, 1970

Ues lioines, Iowa

May was warm with numerous thunderstorms in cantrast with the
cool and dry months of March and April.

The migration as a whole was uninteresting in Polk Co.

A Great “lue Heronry at Red Rock Refuge with 12 nesta@as abandoned
for no apparent resson; there was no predation (G. 5lack). Litle Blue
Herons were revorted by Gladys Black at Red “ockj in mic-April by Jim
Rod; early May in Polk Co. (Helen Peasley); and mid-may by Ron Muilenburg.
A Cattle HLgret was seen near 4Ankeny, rolk Co., on 6 Juné_(ﬂary Ellen Warters,
Dick looney, WHB). This appears-the seventh Iowa record. A Snowy fhgret
was near Ogden in late Kay (John Faaborg).

Golden-eyes and Buffleheads were unusually numerous this spring.

Only one Red-shouldered Hawk was reported (Glen Bloomfield). A roost
of 75 Turkey Vultures, evidently not breeding, at Red Rock (Gladys Black).

Shorebirds generally had a poor migration, but large numbers appeared
late in May near Ogden (J. Faaborg). iglﬁlack Rail at éoase Lake was
reported by Paul D, Kline. There were numerous reports oi Woodceck, and
two active nests were found at De Soto Bend !'.W,R. by the Refuge lgr.

Nesting of the Chuck-will's-widow reported by Mr. 2nd Mrs. Unas. Ayres.

Mockingbirds were seen at 5 different locations (3 in Red “ock Refuge)
but only 1 nest located (G. black).

Loggerbead Shrikes continue scarce.

A lete male Parula Warbler seen and heard in Walnut Woods (Warters,
Fooney). Several reports of the Yellow-throated Warbler and one Hooded
Warbler observation.

Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins, numerous 21! winter, were coming to

feeders as late as the first week in June, at least.
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14 June, 1970

Dear Pete:

For the spring report I have merely picked out some of the
more unusual items from the Field Reports for this season and have
added some things just received from Gladys Black who didn't report
for IBL.

Actually, you could get all this from the Field Rerorts
write-up, but there's an awful lot to wade through. if you do make
a practice of going thrcugh Field Reports, then much of this is only
duplication. You might letrme know sometime how this should be handled.

Dick Mooney said he nhad sent you a note on the Cattle Egret.,
This was a real surprise.

Several incuiries about ICU memberships but no apnlications

WLk

or money.
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K. D. Mooney
3814 varwpenter Ave,
Des loines, lowa 50311

Dear Pete :-

Un June 6,1970 a varty made up of mary Ellem Warters, Weodward ji, Brown
and the writerhad a’'clese leook at a vattle Egret durimg the opregimg pird
Cenzus, This oececured about three r.il. on & easusl marsh im an area

loeally refered to as amkeny Ponds several miles nast amd North eof
Ankeny.

the egret flew, c¢ireled and returmed to light om a post (fence) close to
the observers giving an exeellemnt view of the yellow bill end legs and
the buffy erown and breast petehes,

1ihe wife of the land owner informed us that the egret had beem st this
location for several daya,

L understand thet this is the seventh recorded observetion of a cattle
egret in lowa,

Very truly yours,

w /zu-a Lu/(

n. D. Mooney
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