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September, with normal temperatures, was very wet with 7 inches of 

rain recorded at the Des Moines Airport. October was a warm month 

with considerable rain in the early part. The first half of November 
ee was cool and dry on the average, although a record high of 70° at 

3 Des Moines wig experienced on the lith. 

What warbler mignatics shoneeds seemed to have taken pee on the 

‘rainy week-ende with conditions making identifications virtually 

impossible except for the mist-netters. Waterfowl have been relatively 

few compared with other yeers; whether they were merely lake remains 

to be seen. Kigrent sparrows have also seemed fewer than usual. 

at Red Root only the second recorded there (GB). A Horned Grebe 
‘and 2 at Cedar Rapids on the llth (LS). 

was seen on 4 November at Credit Island (PP),, Two reports of White 

Cormorants, A Common Loon on 30 October 

Pelicans: 18 October, 12 at Forneys Lake (RP), and 100 at DeSoto Bend 

on the 20th (SB). ‘The Leieeat concentration of Double-crested Cormor- 

ants was < rR my on 28 October at Red Rock (GB), with 15 at Clinton > 
oue at$abula en 2¢WVovember 

on the 21th Al PP)s and 3 on the 18th at Forneys Lake (RP). 

Herons, Bitterns. Great Blue Herons peaked at 238 in September, with 

30-40 remaining after the early October flooding (GB). Flocks were 
also reported (FK,PP), with 12 still near Wapello. Six immature 

Little Blue Herons were at Red Rock through August to 8 September (GB). 

A lone Cattle Egret stayed from 23 September to 3 October (GB). There 

were 105 Great Egrets on 22 Sertedbeir. but only 2 after the flooding (GB). 

Night Herons were apparently few with only two mentions of Black-crowned, 

as many as ha and 5 i in September (GB), and 1 ion 15 September (RH), 

with no Yellow-crowned reported. American Bitterns were seen twice; 

12 on 26 September by Jolin Beamer (fide GB), and 1 on 10 November at 

Mark Twain Ref. (PP), A Least Bittern was seen on 26 September near 

Des Moines (WC),



eS 
Sata, Geese, Ducks. Ducks. There were 6 Whistling Swans at L& D9 on 

10 Novesber (DR). The first 185 Canada Geese came on 2 fp Serkentian, | 
but numbers haven't, exceeded 200 which compares with oven 1970 (GB). 
Mark Twain Ref. hed 600 on 1 10 November (PP). Snow Geese numbering a 

thousand were present on. iv October, with only 200 Femeining on 22 

October. ‘By 5 November there were 400 compared with 12 M three years ago 

(cB). On 10 November there were 300 at Mark Twain (PP). tains flocks 

were seen le November (RP). There were & few teal in late August, but seis 
§, 00° no others unt) 10 November (FK). Ducks are generally down with 6 

thousand Mallards on 5 Hovenber although tae Aes —e ‘40-70 mM. in other years (GB ‘ 

A Black Duck ves “ a on 29 September (we), and F at Mark Twain on 10 
P), ine aerial count at Mark Twain on 9 November shoved 

Mallards (Gerald ‘om, fide PP). A Canvasback was present at the _ aK ( Pies 
Pp £5000 an Poul (4 betueecs Des Moines Res. on 6 November (DM) with 20 at Mark Twain on the 10th (PP), Khe 

Auf There were 20 “nen Mergansers and 1 Hooded at the latter place on the Ate ee 

same day (PP). | is ‘i Pe Spe aa i Witen | 
. 

Ord t a Yo Yultures, Hawes, “Turkey Vultures peaked at 160 on 6 October,with and 

the last 8 seen | on 1 the 20th (GB). | Goshawk was shot on 7 November : 
while attempting to t  teke a farm duck near Cedar Falls, with another 
seen on ‘the 10th near Bristow a). “Seven Sharp-ehinned were banded 

in September and October (PP). | Red-tailed have been numerous: (RP). 

None of the usual big mupad-singed flights were seen (RH, PK). A 

dark phase Swainson's was. scot on 10 Novenhar (RP). A few Rough-legged 

| j had been seen (BH), with 7 seen on the ground along country roads on © 
28 October (Jean Bre: P 7 os fide RP). An immature Golden Eagle was seen 

Be 1k Eagles reported: first imm. on 28 September, 

“y ith 5 seen on 10 November (GB). On the same ee F 

date there were os at Mark Twain (PP) and 8 at L&D 9 (DK), Marsh 
Hawks were scarce (2). ‘bat 3 were seen on 4 Nor ember (GH). An Osprey 
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an Coots were seen south of Council Blu
ffs (RP) ; 

yrom je te 6 Semipalmated Plover were seen 

September and October, but only A Piping Plover, 

to the third week in October 
4 ¥ 
ha * 

on 13 November, 2 Black-bellied 
be ahs » 

ube Mm)» Reddy Turnstones were present during 

t and September with as many as 5 seen. The lest 
ai 

+ 
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Snipe’were few with 1 to 7 seen daily (GB), 

. A fleck of 40 Peetorale was noted on 

by DE 

‘Sandpipers feeding in the short grase at 
it was seen on 22-23 September, a high 

A 

iZ 

g@en on Li, Oetobder (GB). A Northern Phalarope wes se
en on & and 15 

: 
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Gulla, Tema, The only report on Franklin's Gull noted that none 

was seen until 8 Octd@er (PK). Bonaparte's only mention referred to 

an individual seen for toch neti in September and October (GB). A few 

Forster's Terns were seen during the same period, as were Common Terns, 

Ape & September, 9 on the (22nd, 2 on m October and 4 on the 13th, the 

two latter dates being exceptionally late (GB). Caspian Terns were 

reported en several areas (FK,DK,GB,LS). 

Owls, Whi p-poor-wills Hummingbirds Woodpeckers. The rare Barn Owl 

was sighted on 27 September (fide FK). A mild invasion of Short-eared 

Owls is =e 6-8 on 9 aha date (EA); ; Ms in the wet end of the county | 

(FK); common in Le Claire area (PP); and 2 seen several times near 

Seven Saw-whets were banded (PP). 

Essex (BW)., A late Whip-poor-will on 20 Cetober was one of ri banded (PF). 

A rather late hummingbird was seen on 30 September (PK). A strong 

flight of Common Flickers was noted on 23 September (GB). 

Flycatchers. Numerous E. Kingbirds were seen migrating on 3 September 

(GB). AW. Kingbird was at the Des Moines Res. on 18 September (WC). 

The Yellow-beliied F lycat cher is consid ered the commonest Empidonax 

this fall with 41 banded, the last on the late date 4 October (PP). 

‘The K. Wood Pewee is scarce again (PK) 4 rather late dates were 27 Septem- 

ber (DeL) and 10 October (PP). | Olive-sided Flyestehers were seen on 

Shree September dates (cB) while 2. were ca. ling on the late date 22 

September (RH). 

a Swa ‘Liows, Wrens, miMice,, Torushes. Swallows left ety with vliff 

the most numerous after Barn Swe Lows (PK). clits Swallows Sek’ 

‘ under several ‘bridges near Red Rock end hundreds moved out in late 

August. ry mixed Mock of several hundred was seen at the dam on 16 

‘September (oa). aA floek of 750 Purple Martins: wes present for several 

in weeks in August, and September (DeL), but there were. ‘several nanawed.? | 

: fever than usual (Dk de Winter Wrens were seen on 2 and 17 October (Px) Nise 



6 October (GB), and 21 were banded between 21 September and 1 November 

(PP).- Carolina Wrens were observed on 21 and 26 October (1S), and one 

has been seen and heard at intervals in Des Moines. A very late Long- 

billed Marsh Wren was banded on 1 22 October, —_ the Short-billed has 

been common all during September (PP). A Gray Vatbird seen on 1 13 September 

was later than usual (DH), while one observed on 28 October was later 

found dead on 6 November (1s). ‘Tate Brown Thrashers have been noted 

(PK,PP,BW). A Aavee movement of American Robins was niche on 9 and 10 

November (MS). Rather late Wood Tarushes and Swainson’ s Thrushes were 

seen on L snk 15 October respectively (PP), 

Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes. There were many Golden-crowned Kinglets 

? 
on 29 October (Del). From 7 to 30 water Pipits were seen on four dates 

in Ogtober (GB). A Nerthern Shrike was well seen on 27 and 28 October (GB). 

Yireos, Warblers. Two very late Solitary Vireos were on 31 Octder, 

banded (PP), and 1 November (DK). An | early Philadephia Vireo date 

was 15 august (Del). Few warblers | were seen other ptt Yellow-rumpea in 

October (GB). A few of the Siieliher varieties were seen in the last week 

in September (FK). A small wave was noted én 11 October (DH), and good 

mowements took see in October (PP). Tennessee were fewer (PK). A late 

Orange-crowned was banded on 26 October (PP). “This species was scarce | 

but may hav 6 been missed ‘dad to the rain 1 (Det). ‘WNashvilles were fount 

(PK), ise: many were ) banded (et), with a rather late one on 27 October (PP). 

Late Magnolias were one on 3 October (PP ) and one on 29 October (DeL). 

‘The rare Black-throated Blue was } banded on the very late date 7 October; 

cee) 
Chestnut-sided and Blackpoll on h October were also Late, Many Mourn- — 

, ing Warblers were present in aks September with 5 banded (BeL). A new. 

early date for the vonnecticut was 20 August (MEW). More Canada than 

usual were seen (PK). Am American Redstart on 4 October was late (PP). 

Blackbirds, Finches. Rusty Blackbirds were numerous (RP), and a huge



| Mrs. parrell Hanna, Meo. | 

flock was seen on 9 November with 7 banded (Del). There was a wave 

of sparrows (GB); and a generally good movement (PP), but no fall sparrows 

(FK) and relatively few other thah White-throated at Des Moines. A rather 

late Indigo Bunting ian banded on 15 October (PP). There has been a small 

flock of Purple Finches since 2 November (DH), and h peen on 20 Gktowls 

(GB), but few in Polk Co. A good influx of Pine Siskins was noted (PP); 

25 were seen on 27 October (GB) and 2 were noted on the rather early date 

22 September (RH). American Goldfinenes on 28 October numbered about 100 

(GB). Red Crossbills nave been #equent from 15 October on (PP), and a 

tloek of 20 appeared on 5 November with varying emalier numbers seen 

since (uw). White-winged Crossbills in a | flock of 20 were first seen on 

13 November (DH). LeConte's Sparrows 1 were seen; 3 on, 20 October and 1 ; 

on the 27th (cB) » and 1 on 6 October mB, MEW). Tree » Sparrows are more 

numerous than usual (RP). No Harris! Sparrows were seen (DeL), but. chee 

were thought more than last year (PP). “One Wnite-eromed was bended (BW). 

Only 1 or 2 White-throsted have been seen (FR) but, a ‘good migration was 

noted (PP,DeL). Fox Sparrows were ‘thought numerous (RP, Del). A flock 

of 15 Snow Puntings was seen on 22 November Qe). 

Contributers: ‘Bugene arastrong, Mrs. Gladys Black, ‘Mrs. Margaret Brooke, 

Stuart: barne, va, Criewel., Mrs. Genevieve 1 DeLong, Dr. Nicholas Halmi, 

ladys Haskell, Russell Hays, Fred Kent, Pearl: om 

Darwin, Koenig, Merton Konig, ‘pick Mooney, Peter Peteregn, Mrs. Ruth Phipps, 

Lillian Serbousek, Mre. Marie Spears, Betty Walters, Mrc, Lurene Warters, 

Py Mary Ellen Warters. 

Notes on ae wint er season should be ) submitted by 20 February. : 

Woodward H. Bee, Loa Tonawanda Dr., ‘Des Moines, 50312. 


