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FORLEWORD

For some time I have <felt a definite need for a book
that would help to give our school children an insight into
l.onroe County's background. I consider a knowledge of one's
county a true foundation of patriotism. The good citizen
should understand the tasks that confronted his forebeurse-
the reclamation of the land from the wilderness, the organ-
ization of government, and the development of agriculture
and industry.

“hat were the Indians like? How did the pioneers 1live?
What major events have taken place since the county was
fifst settled, nearly a ceutury ago? The. student should
feel an intimate familiarity with the wholly American Spirit
that lies behind Jjust such questions as those.

I take a genuine pride in prese.ating this new history of
lsonrece County, which has been carefully prepared for us by
the Iowa Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administra-
tion. &very effort has been made +to have 2ll information

and dates correct.

Ether Roberts,
County Superintendent of Schools,

lionroe County
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winter of "deep snow" -- 1343-1z49 -- was especially hard
on the deer, for their slender hooves caught in the thick,
hard-packed white masses, and retarded their fleet passage
s0 that pursuing dogs could leap over the crust and bring
themn to bay. They are extinct‘npw,’as are the foxes, wolves
and bobecats; but wild geese, ducks and other transient
waterfowl s£ill alisht on the .po.ds while passing through
the region. Pheasaats and quail still exist there, also
muskrats and some wink, timver squicrels and rabbits. iost
of these are protected by gaue preserves.

In the coal cistricts, the landscape assumn:s a striking-
ly diiferent aspect, where the tipples_of worked-out mines
rear up and the mountainous slag-piles are red-plue and gray,
or where theyaapiug holes .of therlQpei mines yaw: in the
hillsides like dark ;forbiddingf caverus penetfatéd‘oy myé—
terious tracks. The production-oficoal at one time surpass-
ed agrigultqrg as an iudustry in ! siowniroe Cguuty;jdurihg the
early 1900's an average of more than 2,000,00C ‘tons was
mined annually, the leading quantity of aay district in S£he
State.

The first white settlers in this. county -- then called
kishkekosh ~-- arrived by way of Eddyville in 1843, aad nat-
urally stopped to-egpaulish_their homes near the ﬁesfuoineé
River. Oﬁhers ~following, ventured farther, aldpg;zmiller,
Avery and Cedar Creeks. . From these streams they“SOugHtﬂééif
ségkiéi'&étenjsuppiies,,and from:the nearby stan@sﬁbf;fimbe?i

chopped their wood.for.fuel.ana ouilding. “purposes. :In:the
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automobile for their meals at restaurauts 1in the nearest
viilage; possidly he .procures his meat, like a city wman,
‘from'ﬁheupéckihg house or .reat shogsy and the housewife puts
fup breservés aﬁd vegetables 1n heqi roony =~ well-eguipped
”‘kitchen;' The pattern of life in iouroe County 1is not very
different from that of any other sgction‘iu the -3tate. Its
histofy, howeﬁér, is distinct, individual, aud traces its
oW céurée thrbugh the decades siJce‘ﬁhe terr%torj(was first

reclaimed from the wild .rness,



CEAFPIZR 2

THE 1 ATURAL ;-ACKGRoUer

4When the flrst whlte settlers ventured 1hto the area now

known as Lonroe County, they probably gave little thoucht

to couoltlons Wthﬂ had prevalled there during the - previous

cehturles. Faced w1th the realltles of ploneer life -- tak-
1ng over the land from the Indlahs,_new1ng home sites out of

the hatlve tlmber, bulldlng cabins, hunting .game for food,

~pl ntlhg flelds aDd g rdens - tney had.not much . time for

thanlnb about the hlstory of the region. They would per-

haos have been amazed to learn that the soils; they cultivat-

ed were the products, 1ot of hundreds, but of thousands and

even mllllOLS of ye.Ts of shifting sea. and:grinding -glaciers.

.Once the pralrle couhtry was,  submerged . at .the . bottom of a

boundless ocean..

| The hard, regularly bedued POCKQ of Iowa were. Orlglﬂalld

‘ soft sedlments on the floor of a vast mldwestern sea. 3and-

banks were later to become sandstone, mud -beds were tq  form

shales, and coral reef and marlhe shells . were to .provide
the ba51s ior future llmestones..E a ses 0f. vegetable matter

accumulatlng 1n salt-water marshes. hardened. during the cen-

turles 1nto coal seams. Qheletohs,oﬁw;oreatureshgthatallved

1n the waters whlle the indurated rocks- were'formihg, ac-

COfdlné to the ohetch of Iowa Geoloﬁy, publlshed (142926 by

the‘ Iowa Geolo 1cal survey, a0t ouly tell, "of theypreselice

Vof an ocean over, cerLaln .parts, of , Towa at; the time the.sed-

e ‘.\

iments in whlcn theJ are imbedded were laid down, but they
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reveal the character, couaditiosn, and stage of development of
the marine life of the globe during the successive far away
periods that collectively makéup - geologic history. The
rocks in dueStion, therefore, so far as relates to Iowa, are
_> nothlA& more than the consolidated sands aud muds of .» old
| ea bottoms preserv14g for our inspection bamyles of the
l;fe that occupied the seas at the time each successive ved
wes.in' process of accumulation. Iowa has cassed hore time
under the oceau than &s dry laud.! o ;

The 501ls and subsoils which are so 1mportant to TIowa's
prosperlty are formed by a covering of unconsolld ted mate-
.rlals ranging from & few inches to more than 500 feet in
v thlckness, spread over the hard or 1uourated rocks.

| Later ‘what is ' now Iowad was covcred by a succession of
sheetlef ice“—-f the l.ebraskan, tce Kensan, the Illinoian,
and the VlSCOASln gla01ers. The latter ﬂed two'lobes, one
identifled as the Iowan, and a second, called the wankato,
' exteldlng through the = northern, central and eastern areas
‘of the btate. The hankato,repreaﬁed, it'is estimated, only
25 000 years ago. As the hard, glittering white fields
jcrawled across the land, they pushed a“d twisted hllls, val-
leys and rivers ~into or out of p081tlon, and the meltlng
:snows carried awdy with them 1mmense quantltles of sanus and
_gravels, Wthh (with the boulders and the flne clay left in
the wake of the- glaclers) 1s Known as Narift.n

Drlﬁt and loess form the prlnclpal SOllS of mOdfoe

“County. Loess solls‘are flne dusp~l1ke dep051ts carried by



the winds of an early geological age. Drift, soil covers
‘an area of 104,640 acres or 37.8 percent of lonroe Couniy;
the Iloess more than 124,480 acres, or 44,9 percent. In ad-
ditiou to thesé';f; found lO 3 percent swamp and bottom=~land
soils, from poorly aralned gections; terrace soils, former
bottom-lauas ralsed by soue change in the course of.the. riv-
ers, 1.9 percent- and re81dual SOllS, those - statiornary  and
formed from the underldlng rock, 4 © percent.. A large area
of the land in the county 1s WAste, 80 far as planting -¢rops
is concerned, because of the _erpslon that has occurred
throﬁgﬁéut the yeafs. The pasture area, - auounting - £6:49
pefcent, is high, aud con31sts wainly of . bluegrass.
Monroe-County lles in thelheart qf the -coal. fields  of
'fIOwa,”buf for yearé the rich ppﬁegtia;ipiespof{the district
were not:feéoghiZéd.‘.After the first urgency of , homestead-
ing had passed, ploneers‘put thelr energles into~layihg out
and cultlvatlng farms and ra19140 .stock,  and, were .skow.to
recognlde tne wealth of mlneral r@soupg§8~lying underneath
the Eround. »At last the' superficial strata of . coal. were
stripped aad mined, but not 'égough:'was done.to show. the
heavy deposits of c¢oal that lay i.. the. wvalleys and basius.
Deep mining“iéter disclosed Fhesgcmdeeper‘ deposiks:. and by
1901 more than a million tons a:year was being wiued in’'mon-
roe County.

The  booklet, .Some Aspects of the Iaowa, Eoal Industry,

publiShéd'in'lQBQJ by the Iowa State Planning:. Board, de-

scribes the formation of coal as follows. "Duriag: Carboni-



ferous time the United States was a broéd, swampy lowland
bordered onﬁthe south and east bj“ﬁigh mountaih raiages. In.
the swamps of thé vast .interior lowland, a ‘lowland never
- mope - than a few .feet above seazle§el, were foresﬁs of [fast-
L growing pithy trees tangled iﬂ'é dense undergrowth of  ferns.
-Periodicy slow crustal movements caused ‘alternate rising
.and sinking of the lowlands, and duriag péridds of- submer-
2 gence the peaty vegetable acéumulationsvof thé swarps were
numbered: by marine shales and  limestone énd have thus been
. preserved. .Such ‘periods of submergence Qére' followed by
.withdrawal of the sea and ofher periods of éonﬁipental sed~
imentation and vegetable accﬁmulafibn. .This éycle, repeated
‘many %tim:s, resulted in a great.number of ‘relatively thin
“coal.seams alternating with' thicker béds’of shale, siltstone,
- sandstone, éndnlimestone;~hénbe,sthévterm;'céalvmeasures.’
"Tn. the. long: interval that has elapsed since the Carbon-
iferous, other-sediments have been deposited over the 'coal
measures! and’ the .enormous weight of these overlying rocks
has helped to convert these buﬁiéd.peats into‘the~ rock sub-
stance that we know as coal." IR |
" Teopographically; a narrow high divide eﬁtend;ng*vfrom
wLovilia southeastward ' through ana bejéndi*ﬁlbiay;cuts the
county into two -almost equal ‘pafts.i Two - narrow -divides
reach northward from Albia. ,
.. .The most:rugged dland is to be found in the northwestern
npartwof»the;eountytmhgneﬂthew°streamf ﬁalléys« ar¢~déepw and

narrow and thé ‘slopés ‘dre steeps~ Skopes inthe rest of: the

o8







CHAPTZR 3
EI'D OF T..DIAN_ OCCUPATIOL

Wﬁen fhe first white men cast longing glances at the

laud wnlch now forms honroe County, the reigi -0f the Indians
t

was alrcadg com1ng to an end. For ,ears they had roamed and
fought and llved in the foreuts and along the Dauks of the
) 51lvery streaus that woukd i and out across the prairies.

Thej would have beeu content to contlaue that existence for-

ever, QUt the white ettlf rs h d other idecas. The territory
had been explored at Ilrst b rur~trad;rs, hunters, and then
‘by rospectlve homegteaders who had emigratéd from the

crowded East to tne new and unexp¢011ed gountryside. The

o N

oac chlef Black Hawk, watcned the 1uvaders with sorrowful

=
Wi

‘el rés. He faced the future wlth foreooolng and tried to re-

o

’SiSt the NEeWCOHers w1th force. He Mude hlS last stand in

the Black Hawk ”ar, and 1051L5, hdd to e@gn away six million

o e ] e

acres at a peace councll nelo at Davenport, in September

1832. Ten - years' later, 1n» 164 tle labt of'tne Indian

-
. s

lands - ten million dcres - was Jurchased w1th the agreement
that the eastern sectlou e S to be vacated by may l of 1848

and the remalnder by October 11, 1840.

e 1

" The sacs. (or uauxs) ald Doxee were aSb001ated trlbes of

¥

.vw,

Indlans who dwelled in mlcnlgan and IieCOHbln, as well as
Illinois and even farﬁher east. He.se is an early descrip=-
tion of a typical wvilla.e, which, incidentally, shows that
the pioneer's sword was migitier than the pen =-- if one

valued accurate Spelling; It i1s taken from the Jjourumal of




Peter Poﬁd,‘who made his notes in Wisconsin from 1773-1775:

"These people are Cald SaukeaS. ‘They are of Good Size
and “ell Disposed4;ies Ihciihed"to trickﬁ'énd Bad = manners
~than Thare Eighbéré. " Thay will take of the traders Goods,
0a Creadit in the fall for thare youse. In Winter and Ex-
'cept'ior Axedaut thay Pay the Déapt Verey Well for Indians.
I mite have sédé ihliténed or Sivelised Indians which are in
General made Wbrse by the Operation...3uu of thare Huts are
olxety feet lon aﬁde Contanes Several fammalayes;.iln the
fall of ye YEar thay Leave thare Huts and Go into the Joods
in Quebt of Game and Return in the Spriiag to thare-huts be~
fore Planﬁing .fime.; The WomeniRése Grate Crops of Corn,
“Beeﬂ; Puﬁkens, Potéfoeé, Killaas and artikels--the .Land isj
Wxaleant--and Cle“r of ‘Wood Sum Distans from the Villeag.,
'Thire (are) Sum Hundred 6f Inhabitants: Thare amusemenﬁé
are Slnglng, Dan01h5, o4uking, i.atcheis, -Gaming, Feasting;
Drinking;'fléyknéVthé 8lite of Hand, Hunting and thay are
famas in Mageack. Thay'ére %o£"Verey‘Gellas'offthare Wouwen it

We Grant Clurx, son of orié of the first white settiers,
’areham G. Cl rk, tells us he remembers ‘his father's sa,ying
that the homesteadprs ‘were moré afraid - of ‘other = settlers
tqan of the Indlano, who had a haoit of: coming to the .door
and pleadlng,."Poor Indlan--poor Tndian~--food, food.'" The
oacs, called "Socxs", were stralght, haildsomely proportion-
ed, and of a llght copper color.b

When the bdunty"Was“firSﬁ created, in 1843, it was named

Kishkekosh in honor of a libéral and enlightened Fox chief-
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fammalay.es

tain who hud there his favorite hunting grounds, although
ﬁiskvillaoe home was ‘farther north, on the banks of the
;oouth okunk River. About 250 braves behd Squews and their
famllles llved together under hlS leadershlp, dwelling 1in
'w1ck1ups, teepees made of llght poles and :covered with
%rushee aud the strlpped barks of trees. Elms, plums, crab-
Asapplcs aid w1ld hazelbush shaded.tne village; There the
Squaws cooked the meals, roested dogs whole over outdoor
flres, and tended thelr patcnee of corﬁ. The dien  hunted
and flehed, and tralned their ponies along the riverbanks.
Klsh—ke-kosh (the name was usually hyphenated) loved his
w1fe and for her sake tried to dignif, the status of all

‘.Indlan women. Unllke most aborlglnes, he felt that the

R

sguaws should not be condemued to do all the ha;d work in

L

amp and v1llabe, whlle thelr meu were free to roam and ea-

JoJ the wore exc;tlug aagects of native life.
0. . t -

KlSh ke-kosh was. oy all accounte a most unusual persoa.

_He was not only brave, out w1tty, and ail. orqtor urpassed by

l

few. Hls name has been glven two w1uely dlfferent 1nterpre-
tations. OAe ouurce states that 1t means "a savage biter",

the other, Muan W1th ole 1eg off " The latter is explained
by the Ianah mother's custom of chrlotenlng her child‘ for
tne flrst persoq or object notlced aiter 1ts blrth. EBvi-
dently the future chlef's mother saw a one legged, man‘ ?OP‘
plug by. KlSh—kE-kOch hlmgeli ndd a bturdy and well-shaped
pa;r of legu whlch he retalueo to tne last, and  which , were

NEE IR I S SR S

always a source of orlde to hlm.

. Wiy G T ok S e sk s ‘m
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In 1337 Kish-ke-kosh ranked as a warrior chief -- a rank
inferior to that of. village chief -- under the celebrated
Keokuk. He had a good and handsome face arnd because of' his
proud bearing and intellectual powers was chosern alohg zwith.
Keokuk, Black Hawk, Poweshiek and 1l5‘other chiefs, to étteﬁd
an important council in Washington, D. C. Gen. Joseph M.
Street, Indian agent for the tripes at ' Agency City near
Ottumwa, escorted the deputation, which ‘ﬁra&eled by way of
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers to Wheeling, Wesﬁ Virginia
and then in stagecocaches to the nation's capital.

An amusing incident which happened aboard the steamboat
indicates Kish-ke-xosh's quick wit and'”pfesence of miﬁd;rﬂ
party of ladies had come aboa;d, and were at once eager to
inspect the Indians at close -range. Hoping to impress ﬁhese
feminine passengers, a young uaan traveling. with the tribal
delegates started to show off the natives, much as ohe might
point out the merits of orize animals at a .stbbku.féir.; Hé.
set himself to exhioit the colors of blankets and headdféés;'
es, and the many necklaces and 'bracelets'of  beads hung a-
bout the throats and arms of the unprotesting Redmen. Kish-
ke-kosh watched impassively, -and then as the young women be-
gan to laugh, aad the young~man:went;so*far as to finger the
fringes and garments of the chiefs, accompanied by a stréam‘

of patronizing comment, the Fox Warfior grew angry. He did

not reveal his feelings, howeverj he was too diplomatic for

that.  Kish-ke=kosh's" redetion is "well told in Manoah

Hedge's .Past and Present of M&haska Coufity. Instead of

!
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shoﬁi@g his anger ne merélj stepped up to the -offensive
youth "and began viéorously to examiie his clothing, feeling
his halr, his watch Chaln, and exhibiting his teéth"to'the
much—amuaed company of observers, chattering all the while
inhis native tongue. 3efore he had finished his pretended
‘iﬁspebtion he had taught the youag wman a lesson in cownsider-
ate behavior not to be for sotten  wiiile his memory would
serve him." i

wiwhile in Wééhihgton, ﬁhe Tndizas attenced a council with
the Sioux; held at the House of Representatives' at the re-
gquesi of govérnméut' officials. ‘It was ‘hbyéd ‘there to
straighten ougithe difficulties bétwééa~the=tribes,»fbr- the
Sioux‘wéré often at war with the 3aces and Foxes. Kish-ke-
kosh, had no: fear of .the - 3ioux, nor W s he over-considerate
of their-feelings. He garped himself with especiéi care 1in
a ouffalo hide he lLad tanen-from a Sioux chiéfsin &  recent
battle;>andaseated~himself in*a”large window wheré a  strong
llght revealed iu full detail hlg headdress iwade of buffalo
horns and mane, embellished with a long ‘tail.that- trailed: to
thémfloor. At once the" indignatiorn- of" the Sioux was ‘arous-
ed, but their objections'wefe‘notvsustaihed!bY‘théfprésidimg
officers of the council. -4 3ioux - chief 'opened the ‘discus~
siongfsettinglforth the complaintlthat the * Sacs &ud  Foxés
had‘overrunutheir'lands, driven tﬁém frow their homes, Kill-
editheir: braves, and burned their. villaéésé’ After - Keokuk
hadwbrilliantlyfansWépedfthe*éhdrgés, Kish-ke=kosh'was asked

to SPeak-wAwamMJaﬁ“ displayed ibis wity.ahd . indtead of ‘déw
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fending his co—waf}iofs;”miMieKed the cowmplaints of the
Sioux in such compelling and ironic language that the com-
pan, i coun01l WS 1n@elled to Ldugu with hia. In recogni-
tlou of his powerg of eloquence, anu beneral conduct on this
trlp, ﬁl h ke—komh Was made a v:llage chief.

3elore returu;qd to IOJa, the Indians were taken to §féw
York and Boston. KlSh—Ke—KObh lreed;iy ade friends, espe-
01ally w1th the ld ee, and fecelved many presents‘-- cibth—
1, rlqu Jﬂd other Jewelr He' Kept these tokens for the
rest of hlb llfe, and al,a s eﬂJOJed showi.g tiem to"eéﬁir-

i

ing v151tors, °hplalnlng that they had been "glve me 1Ey

white squaws."

However, the day of the Tndian in  Tows 'had‘gassed: yfh
1342 the chiefs sat at the council table, this time in
Azency City. Towa's wmost outstaadiug “Jhite l.an -- Territo-
rial Gov. John Chaubirs -- was pr.sent, arrayed in the bril-
liant uniform of a brigadier general of the United States
Arwye With his staff, he sat on a raised platform &t one
end of the council teat. At the other, grouped around Keo-
kuk, squatted the Indisus, garbed in their brightest blank-
ets, daubed with paint and bedecked with feathers, beads and
rings. From this .ueeting resulted the so-called "Lew Pur-
chase", an acquisition by the whites of about ten million
acres, for which the retiring Reduen received $300,00C with
interest at five percent per annum. By this agreeument, the
Indians bound themselves to leave the eastern part of the

lands ia guestion -- their 1ast in TIowa -- by uay 1, 1343,
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CHAPTER 4

THZ WEITE MAN'S NW DOMATH

ooon after the Indians had made thelr last sale in 1844,
an enterpr151ng,wh1pe man appeared ih the terrltorj whlch
was to bécome Lionroe County. A- real easterner John B. Gray
‘had come: to Iowa .from Verwont in 1334, when oy an- greeméﬁt
made with the purchase of a lot, he had olalnea the pr1v1-
lege of naming.the city of Burlingto.. in honor of hlS fOPmer'
houwe in -the Granite State. Why he wanted to move: farther
west is unknown, but perhaps . he sought iore -solitude, ‘per-
haps he felt. like. Daniel Boone, who compiained of beihé
crowded wieu a new settler took up a.claim 100 miles aWa§i»
At any rate, Gray -drove to . Texas in 1837, butrwas' later
prompte@ to -return to Iowa, where .in 1842 5e obtalned an
agency to sell gopds to the Indians. Trading with the Red-
men‘enabled him to prospect the territory th¢t was soon té'
be opened,_and, selecting a. choice parcel. of land he blazed
his mqu on the trees.to identify it. . Until the follow1ng
May;it:wag- unldwful to occupy the land or’ bulld a CdOln.
Gray therefo e unade his headquarters at deﬂ Fish‘s Sact and
Fox village on the Des woines River.. Alreadyvanother:'white‘
-méﬂ;.J: P. BEddy, had won the Indians'wbonSent-to'ﬁhé'eféc—'
tiénvof a large log cabin -- the better for tradiig purposes,
he said. About 70 or 80 native- wickiups .‘composed the vil-
lage, but there was a much larger roving population, for ‘on
Zddy's books Wepe;the nameg of morefthan.z,OOO"Inaiéns ‘who

Cides ¢ . B v R P
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called at his post to buy blankets, saddles, and other fron-
tier necessities. With Gray had_come'tWO‘ coﬁyanians; his
wife and her sister, Lirs. kecilvain, who took ; shelter in
BEddy's ecabin for the winter of 1842-1543- It is a pity that
Mr's . Grayedid not’leave any record of her experiences, for
her observatlons must have beeh varuable. "At Burlington she
© had. become acqualnted with Elack‘Hawk, wvapello, Keokuk,
TKlsh-ke kosh, Pashapaho_ and many other chiefsy had learned
to talk thelr language and to understand their ways.

Durlhg the months prior to the openlng of the new lands
for settlemeht, MaJ l 1543, United 5tates Dragoons were
posted along the eastern and southern borders to prevent
squatters from sllyplnv across. Faturally the prospective
éeiiiers d1d hot want to walt ‘until the last minute, and
perhaps in the rush of the crowd, lose the best- choice of
locations. At last a few men were alldwed to pass through
ﬁhe lihes, 1f.;hey traveled on foot, and did not carry axes.
Horsées ahd.kwagOhs were absolutely forbidden. But as so
ofteh”heppens, a way was found to ciredmyént(;evparf of the
rﬁiing¢ ‘Prospectors cohcealed axe heads under their cloth-
ing or in bundlespof provisions, ahd onoe.ihside;the desired
-land, brought;out fheir aie ..andles or'improvised_new .ones;
and blazed their claims on ﬂrees.: Then they made camp and
settled down to n@lt for the promised day. Vil

Joha Gray watcned hls opportunltles, and managed .to cut :
‘the loss for hlS cabln and have them ready to.setl up.as soon

as 1t was lawful to do sow The first of way was ‘on a sunday,

EAL
SRR
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but observa.ace of the 3Sabpath did not deter . Gray _from his
desired objective. B8y supdowg nis cabixn was erect, and soon
hrs. Gray wqumd be able to move to a houme qf her own.

Probably this dwelling was the ;ypical_ hastily-coa-
structed cabiu of $he froutier, sometimes calle@{“cat-faced“g
pbecause they were built with just one entrance,‘likelfthe
Indian wickiups. Rounded logs,_plastered_ wi}h clay and
roofed with bark aud sod, were erected arouud a iarge stone
fireplace. Puncheons -~ logs split iu half‘andwllaid flat-
side up =~ forued the floor and some of the <furniture.
Wodes hinges held the‘door toggther, and if there were win-
dows these were covered with greasgd paper instead of glass.
many touches added by feminine hands no doudbt transformed
such interiors into snug.aund even atiractive avoues.

On pay v, ldald, Lrs. Gray 1eft ner winter guarters oa
the baiks of the Des lioincs Riye; ahd'ﬁas‘dfivep £p hewa??W
domain. A surve; madéV‘}atér, ih thé.:Wiptéf_qfflaéé, oy a
vhr. L:icheth, estavlished Gray's Cpéék,;éhdafshoﬁéd‘thatl the
tlaim was located at Séctipn 3,‘prﬁship‘7sir.,'Rangé lo wW.
It w.s in the northeast cornef of the ‘¢ounty, only a few
miles west of thé old Hard Fish village, which had been laid
out 'into a ‘town, and named for its trader~fouader, Lddyville.

Gray was all ready to start fﬁrminga 'He’hé@'"preﬁious;y
hauled suppli:s .nd some ' stock == pi.s and chickeuns == from
Burlington. The Indi:ns hélped 6 ferr, him across the Des
Noines- River; fastening caross tbgether into a & fi’ strong

enough to hold sgections of his wagou. Gray urged his oxen

Ve, .
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- to swim across.  Once established, he pli.nted his corn as
soon as the weather was seasonable, aud was rewarded with
a good harvest. He h.d added reason for happiness that fall,
for.ou Septemcer 20, 1343, his som John 5. Gray, the first
whipewchild in the county, was bormn. ‘

.-Another .an whose name is. associated with ‘pioneer days
wug Wareham G. Clark, who wade his c¢laim onay 1, 1843 ia
3ectiou 3, Towaship 72 ;.,.Range 17 %., afterward ‘known as
Clark's Point. Later thls frodtiérsman fetched his bride
from her hoae in. D3v1s r1ount_y,‘ then known as Vain 3uren.
Clark was a handy waan in.many wWayss, as shown by the  record
of a bill maue out by him to another settler <for services
rendered: . | |

June wad lst July, 1243
W. G. Clark to J. H. wey s, Dra
To dr1v1ng team 15 days znd half, 2t 37 cts per day $o.311

- To carryiig chalu oue day . .372
'To John-drove 10 days, 50 cts per aay ‘ - 5.00
To 3 1lbs beeswax, 20 ets per.lo.. . 00
‘To Splitting 300 rails, 50 cts per lOO - 1.50
To John cutting house-logs, L day: o 25
To chopping house lo,s, 2 days 75 cts per day . 1.50
To 4% days, gettiug, out boards, 75 cts per ‘day - 3e 37?
To beeswax, $1.00 pdld 75 cts maklng Dala“ce .25
To 1 bottle . .. . .25

lhe whole amount*- o $18,91

 Among othcrs WhO moved that sprln or summer to the new=-
'ly-opened lands, were James icIntyre of‘ Urbana Township, a
popular and hosPltable peISOn whose Lablﬂ door always stood
wide "’ open for travel 1s, James 3randon of . Jack&on Township,

and J, I. Repp, who namud Jackson and Franklln towaships,

Altogether there were euough people w1th1nV nelghoorly dis-

tance’ to make posslble a communlty Fourth of July celebra-~
i b
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tion at Clark's Point that sumner of 1343. Fraank Hicken-

looper has describéd. the aff@irppin_hiﬁﬁiﬂiStopymof lionroe

County, Iowa (Albia, 1396):

-4 tall elm pole.Was ‘procured frem ﬁhe'.fqrest? and a
flag was made fiom materiél'b}eﬁght from‘Fort;Medison. They
had no fife or drum, so somébody whistled Yaukee Doodle
while they nailed the flaé to the”pole, and tﬁen' ra;eed it
to be seen ‘for miles away by Indians on the prairie and;by
. the settlers'in‘their'rude eabins{ The Indlaas were curious
s to what it'all’ meaut, and were told that the white men
had ‘had a big flfht at one tlme dnd had beaten the enemy,
and  that they had blg guns and plenty ef.£ea; w@isky, etc.
- Invariably ‘the queatlon would be aokea' }Aingt_youw_éqp_ a
1little whlsky left?* “The celebratlod of thls: eecasionl de-

volved mootly upOn bachelors, or ren NhO\ had come to ?;gpk
‘for land w1thout brluglqg their famllles Nlth them.vzéldggp-
- lic square nad been 1laid out at Clark S P01nt, Wthh hthen
had the prospect of" Dccomlug the county seat ana around this
- sgquare ‘the men marched the wnole periormance affordlng a
egreatvdeal of amusemedt to the ladlee present. ‘There.ewere
ﬁﬁen but three-léaiaé iﬂlfhe settlemeut. The ‘flaé‘vf?i$?d
that day ldsted two Jears, aAd reualned Jll that while_ a
blesoed~beacon fdr 'weary eyes to tuzn to in thls . strange

i

;far oif _and."
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CHAPTER 5

BEGI.LIL. GS OF COU.TY AxD CITY DAVALOP:

Kishkekosh County had been ' created in ’Februéry, 1843,
but it was not organized until July, 1345. In the meantime,
“more -homes Weféﬂbeing built, crops were planted and har-
&ésted, young wonien were coming into: the backwoods "as-
brides; and death, too, was tékiﬂg‘-its 'tbli. "The first.
bride,‘Mary Searcey, whé was united in marriage to lMelson
Westcoatt in August, 1344, was the first person to die and
be .buried within the édﬁnty limits.. Life on the frontier
‘was not easy for a woman, and three moaths after her wed-
‘ding, urs. Westcoatt slccumbed to a fever. The grief of her
huSBand”éhd ihé néérest neignoors way ﬁell be- imagined. " No
“funefal aceoutrémeénts were a§ailable,:5ut Vefy- creditable
"afrangements“~weré- made névertheless.vassistea by his
“ffiends,"Wéétcoéit cut down a black walnut tree, hewed
nﬁuhchedﬁs;frOmfit,’énd fastened the sideé together with
WOoden'pégs. W+ G. Clark, who supplied so many necessities.
to the settlers, happened to have a length of“.veivétéén on
hand, and this was fasteied over the rougﬁ boéfds ‘to‘hgfve
‘the semblance of an elegant covéring: ‘The widower must have
‘felt the temptatlon to desert his claiw and move on, but he
remained ‘in spite of his sorrow, and built the first sawmllL
three miles west of the settlement which, 1n££he followmb

year, 1345, became Albia.

A4s soon as there were enough children in the neighbor-
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hood, a schoolhouse was built‘on’the< John B. Gray farm. To
make up for lObt tlme, se551ons were held during té;>suméer,.
with Loranla Adams of Blakesburg as the teacher. There .was
quite a. gdod—sized class —-‘15, or even 20, according to
some reporgs -< and the boyb and girls cawe as  far as six’
milgs to attegd. During the winter they were taught. by
Dudley C. Barﬁer. ‘ | k

With paper and pencils too scarce a commodity to be used
lavishly, the children sharpened their wits by daily exer-
cises in ”ﬁental arithmetic.” It was the rare- boy or girl
who‘could ﬂoﬁ ”figger'inbhis head." Spelling- was likewise
a daily skirmish in accuracy and’ gquick thinking for the goal
vas the public monthly "spell-down", wherein the contestants '
must learn the look and very feel of a word through the pro-
nouncing and spelling of it by syllables. A pleasant cam- -

bination of histbfy and geography was absorbed from Peter

Parley's Upiversal‘History; and many. a -"literary gem" was

culled‘froh MeGuffey's Fourth Reader to recite..on last  .day
of school." The ‘pupils enjoyed their years at. '"Pleasant
School%, as ii was éaliéd because of the gquiet charm of its -
outlook, and doﬁbfless gave a .godd account of ‘themselves
then aAd in later life,

In the same year, 1844 Wareham G+ Clark, after being
chosen Justlce of the Peace at a weeting held on his land at
Cl.rkts P01nt lost no time in laying® out a town which he
proposed to call Clarbe1lle.

n August 1545 Cl rk was. made probate ‘judge and several
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other. officials were  ﬁamed'4— Jauss Hilton, clerk; T. Tem-
plétons'treasurer; Johﬂ Clark, sheriff; and dJ. . licl.ullen,
K. H. €lark and J. 3. Bradley, couuty commiésioners,' The
election tooklplace ét Clark's-Point . in a log "cabin where
thea first term of the District Court was held.- Judge
Charles lason presided‘OVer the latter session. Judgé; law=
yers aLd court off1c1als boarded at tne nearbj Clark homé;
but slept on the floorlesa nare ‘ground of thelr cab1n  Judi-
cial’ quarters. Lacklng a barn, they usual;y tied their
horses out underneath the trees,‘but one‘nighf whenva severe
‘storm arose, they sheltéred the animals underbthe sauie roof
with themselves. From this iancidesnt sprang the legeﬁd that
the first . .court was held in = parn. .

- BY anw%ctsof‘thévterritorial legislature, couvened undér
Teérritorial Gov. Ropert Licas, a committee of three was ap-
pointed to- locate a guduc1al seat for KluhkeKODh County.'
These inen, James Gailagher ‘of Jeiferson eounty, ;. S. Raad
of* Van Buren County, ‘and “Israel Kister -of Dav1s Coun%y,“met
at “areham G. Clark's home on August 5, 1845 and  cho3é  the
site of Prlnceton, later ‘kaown'as Albia. JV1dently Clqu‘
and his followers were much ‘chagrined at thlS‘ outcome, for
they conteoted the decision. Their measuve: t6 locate the
county: seat at Clark’s Point lost by four votes.“

<

5 Fhe. Board of Comm1b51on°rs ordered the plat of Prlaceton

to -be made as followsz:-

"The streets shall run due east’ and Uust and ndriﬁ ;énd'

south. qaalé streets i to be ginty feet W1de. maghﬁjbléck




shall contain eight lots, excepf,the four blocks frouting on
the Public Square, which shall ove aalf the .size of the other
lots."

At the April:electioun in 1547J‘Mogroe County voters de-
tided that licenses should be issued for the sale of_ intox-
icating liguor.. Eighty—tﬂd' voted in favor of licensing,
42 against.

“When the county seat hiad been ,definitely:‘fixed, a log
‘courthouse was buillt on the .east side of the public squares
The old court cabin at-Clark's Point was .coaverted . into a
residence; there W. Graut Clark and other. children . 0of the
Wareham G. Clark family were born. dJob Rogers erected the
courthouse,:for .the construction. of which Qe recelived 3754

That building, 20 by 20 feet, had. & half  story above
which was reached by a coamon ladder frqm the gourtroom bbw
~lows The: jurors- ascended this ladder to the, half . story a~
' bdve, and returned by way of the ladder Lo @he'vcourt'vbelow
- to report their. verdict. ;The;o;d;courthousg:remained>ig use
until 1360,:when. it was torg down and the. logs split up into
" boards-to fashion a sidewalk around, the square.

~In.Aprily 1344, .plans. were made for the erection of a
county Jjail.. Tt was to. be one story high andllG,feet square
" -~ the wallsj loft:and-floor to be compocsed Qf:oak,lOés_ one
‘foot syuare. A window, l4 by.l6 ianches, was to be secured
© by one horizoatal'and  twoe perpendicular bars, each l,by 2
inches thick and fixed 4 inches into the logs at eqchf_ende

. Mgpeywsufficientifor the purchgse of lock.and.iron was to be
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advaanced b, the commissioners.

While preparations were thus being made for a ceqter in
which the legal business of the residents of the county“
could be transacted, settlers were steadily arriving . and
laying out farms. They planted corn, potatoes,»truck. gar~-
dens, orchards. The want of a mill was felt very keeuly. .
The journey to the nearest place where grain could be ground
was freguently é~distance of 60 to 90 miles, a trip by ox-
team that took nearly a mouath and was often . rendered haz-
ardous by the swollen streams and the absence of bridges in-
the rainy seasons, When three or four such trips had to be
made in a-year the time, work, and risk involved, added to
the.milling. cost, would place the . whole expense at three.to
five dollars per bushel.

The story is told of -one pioneer ..who started for Bona-.
parte with a grist of milling. At Big Soap Creek he found
progress.impeded by the waters which had overflowed their
banks, and ‘it took some thought for him to figure out a way
to get across. Looking about, he finally found a :stout
cottonwood log.wedged aliove.the curreat. Getting a precari-
ous foothold, he carried a sack of corn across, then anoth-
er.and another.until his whole cargo was on the dry land . on
the other side of the creek. He then took his wagon apart,
and carried it across by the same piece-meal method, after-
wards floating the.wagoa-bed and swimming his team of oxen=--
across. .

-+ Thomas Hickenlooper built the first wmill in the ~county,
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a "“corn-cracker" powered by a long sweep worked by the men
.of the neighborhood.. Later, in 1350, settlers -took their
grinding to Haymaker's mill on.Cedar Creek.

John. Edwards aud his son Mdsés, former Chio millers, es-
tablished a mill at Albia in 1867 which was kept busy until
its deéstruction by fire in 1373. It was patronized by farm-
ers within a radius of 50 wmiles. ‘A secoud structure, built
immediately to replace the first one, burned in 1336. The
third gdwards .nill, constructed in the same year, wis in use
at this writing (1u40). -It was operated by four generations
- af the Edwards fawily, from 1837 to 1929 -- J. A. and ‘ Moses
Edwards, Morgaii, J. Arch., and Shelby Edwards. Shelby and L.
B., the last of the family to carry ou the trdditionsl busi-
.nessy in 1929 sold out to Jess'Knight, an experienced em-
ployee of the firm.  The mill was operated by steam ‘until
1527, when electricity wus. installed. A milling crew of
five to eight persons-was required.

The - Monroe;County agriculitural Society was orgénized
March -8, 1853, with Johi G..Sherrod as president; Vincent K.
Read, recording . s$ecretary, John liark, corresponding secre-
tary, and:Elisha Hollingsworth, -treasurer. The first fair,
or as it was formally termed, "exhibition®™, was held in
Albia on Qct. 10, 1354, . Cash-"on hand" amounted to $226,
$100 of it contributed by the State. - Premiums totalling
$138 were awsrded.

In 1885, .the Monroe County . Agricultural Society bought

a five=-acre tract of ground about half a mile southeast of
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“Albia =znd there enclosed the new "pouroe County Fair Grounds"
in cauvas walls. That _year the.- State -contributed ¢165fto
fﬁe $313 fund. Premiwis aggregating $216 were awarded. o

Prospects for a successful season-’seemed SO 'favorable
Jln ldbG that the society : fenced  in the grouands with an
eight-foot oak fence costing $500.

By lqu the population . i, the couuty -- 336 in 1844 -
had 1ncreased to d 377. The -land was wvalued' at $5.18 per
acre, aﬁd the_ivalue of town property was estimated at
939,354, | |

ﬁithinﬁthe next two decades practically- all of the dé-
sirable léndvnad been acquired, fields ~of vheat s1lowly
rlpened i the -sun, and substaatial heras of beef and dalry
cattle .were being raised. The large area of»rough-to-roll-
_195.31and, suited only for:pastureLpurposes,'Wés‘respodsible
fgr'thetgpowigg;importanqe of the livestock industry.

Orchardé, too, were bearing fruit. What was 'said to 'be
the largeut peach orchard in the county, belonglng to "Uucle!
John MOck neqr Alo;a, commanded high prices’' for its’ fPUlt,‘
aad in bbdbOﬂ attracted many longing -glances. ”Unclé”hjéhh”
had to td“e the precautions of .spreading tarpaullns over thelﬁ
trees at nlght and pObtlug his-‘so.s nearby with watchdogs,
to ~ward oif any antlclpated raids. - 3ome of the young"men:'
1 the v101u1ty ev1aeutly accepted. the situat.on as a direct
challenge. They planned that one of their number should aci
asia decoy and jangle a’cowbell - at the far end of the ope

chard, to draw thelatteutionbaf'the~dogs~andfﬁhe'”éﬁardg;“:ﬁ\
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tremendous shouting and barking resounded as the scheme
worked to schedule, and when the wrtchiers had-returned . from
thelr unsuccessful efforts to drlve away the "cows“ they
notlced that one of the trees was not nedrly s0 full as 1t
“had been4 ."Boys w1ll be bOyS" and the part1c1pants in that
blt of rdscallty many jears later otlll recalle@lephe;r es~

capade Nlth 1ndulgence, streubthenea by the memory of_ the

pleasure dlbplayed by the flrLs to wn0m the peacbes; were

presented at a party given, on the eame evenlng;
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CHAPT:ER 6
WHEN THE MORMONS VOTED

‘ Klshkekosh Countj passed into hlotory'ln 13462.When, by .
:act of leglslature, the name of the couaty was- éhanged- to .
MOnroe, honorln the flfth Preoldent of the Uniﬁéd States, -
'oober—mlnded btateSmen felt a sense of rellef that frivolous
yqung ladies in the v1c1n1ty would no longer be able to use
the intéfpretation "Kiss-mé—éj—gbsh.” They-decided also to
substitute "Aibia"lfor‘ﬁﬁrinéeton" in”refefring to the coun-
Ly seat, since another town of the latter name was found to
exist in Iowa. |

The renaming of the county illustrated the reaction of
the dominant white settlers toward the vanishing Indians.
Enthusiasm over the tribal chiefs who had signed away thedr
lands manifested itself when new counties were being created
during the territorial legislative session of 18343. all
counties authorized at that time received Indian names. But
a change of feeling had set in before the last territorial
session convened; it was thought unprogressive to give any
such recognition to the departed Redmen. To emphasize this
conviction, not a single such uame was chosen for the coun-
ties being established in 1346. Iiames chosen that year hon-
ored American statesmen and soldiers, two of them heroes of
the Revolution -- iayne and Jasper -- and among the others,
Presidents Washington, Jefferson, adison, and Chief Justice

Marshall.
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- Boon after- the county had been opened for’setﬁiement,the
_Mormons had sent scouts into this séction {of;;thea"New
Purchase" to seek a desirable location fof:a'coldhy;' A band
., of the Saints waé "already living at Farmington, Towa, but
had become desirous of moving “farther wesi;‘ Two of“ tﬁese
half dozen scouts -~ Aaron Judson and Warshall Tyrrell, sep~
arating from -their comrades, were lost. for several days.
_Fisally these 'two located in kantua TOthhipg formiﬁg the
nucleus for "The Hairy Wation*, s’ tne unorthodox and prob-
-ably. rather primitive colOny came to be known.  <' 53‘1' fi
For several years in the ”midebrties sevefélfbfhéuééﬁd
- Mormons passed across the State dﬂd, OJ 1848, When an 1m—
portant Congressioital election was to take place, so many
were eligible 1o vote-that they actually held the bglance of
. powers: Old-KaﬁesVillé-CalSO‘spelled‘CéfnSvilie}; ﬁhe preé;
.ent site of Council Bluffs, was 1in partlcular the stronghold
of these peopley who usually voted: the Democratlc t:cket.
This state of affairs was & source of much worry to the
campaigners, particularly’ the Whizs, who' feared ‘the Mormon
influence, - .« . " o “ - o
Candidates for election to" Cougress from thé‘Fifst‘ Dls-
griet, of whieh Monroe County wis a part, were Danlel hlller,
a:VWhigy.and William Thompson of ' dount Pleasant, ét Democrat.
For: Jjudicial. purposes,'all terrltory lylng west of huonroe
CQunty to . the iissowrd Rlver fuad gart 01 the county, 1nclud-
.Ang what are. now Lucas, Clark, Uulon, Adams, hontdomery and

1ills countiesu ..ol
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. ;Dudley C. Barber, clerk, and. Andrew loWle, William

lcBride, aid George :Holiday, uembers of the Board of County

:Commissionersy (all Democrats) issued an order for the es-

‘tablishmernt. of an election precinct in Pottawattamie County

«which lies directly west of ionroe County,ﬁ '

. Pottawattamie Count, was not really _directly Nest of
Jeonroej it was Mills which bordered tﬂe m1bb0url Rlver there
.on the western _boun@ary Qf Iowa, whlle Pottawattam1e ley
QGirectly no;phqofthi;ls, a distence_ con51dered to be e£
least 20 miles porth of the ‘northern llne of Lonroe. The
.question grew.to be a more tnqu rhetorleal aifalr, w1th the
~Lesult | that Judge Qparlesteson, who had been appointed
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in June 1333 whenA the
Territory of : Iowa was created, went to Pottuwatfamie ‘With

.Jud.e Weber, a surveyor, to ascertain whether this area

sshould judicially fall within the limits of ionroe County.

,£t was soon, learned that these gentlemen surveyed 1ot only
-the geography, but also the political sentlment to oe’ found
;inethe west, and receipt of information to this effect threw

the Whigs "into great cousternation.® Thereupon .the Whigs

.Aispatched their own missionaries 1o, the Mormon,:colony to
,gonvert the Latter Day Saints to the Whig voting viewpoiat.

,According to one story, a Mr. Jarren, chairman of the Whig

State Committee, first consulted the editor~of the St.,Louis

3

fﬂubllcan,‘and later a .uan named Plckett undertook to or-

ggnlze the, Galnsv1lle dlstrlct, recelvlng ¢l40 for the Jjob.

Another source says that the Whigs bid %1, 200 for the .solid

#
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Mormon vote, while -thé Democrats offered oaly an even $1,000. |
Whether this was true or 116t, on‘'eleetion day, August 7, 1848,J
“the doubtful prec1nct*went unanimously on record in favor off
vDanlel Mlller,‘the Whig candidate.

Frank Hickenlooper;- in -his History of lMonroe County

'(13965; offe¥s another ekplanation:. MWhether the agsertions |
lfeléiing:£0' bribery are’ true . or :not: cannot be definitely
Stated: it is ‘equally " probable .that the . kormons - wanted to
‘try?the'éxpériment'bf changing - administrations, since they
had. been ‘driven around:'from.pillar to post,! aud had failed
" to énjéy the -rights-of- religious .liberty, as.they claimed ;
was'gﬁaranteed themw under-the Constitution. In. their ex-;
agperation, it is more -than :likely that they all voted: ﬁhef
Whig tidket through a desire to obtain greater Jjustice." .—-
.iNeWéxofﬁtHe-disaster-ofﬁhisvpartyAreached J;”Ci'Hallj‘6f
‘Burlington, ‘a promineunt  Democrat, well. in ‘agvaﬂcé of’?ﬁhe
official ‘count, which.was to taxe.place.in,Albiéf'after,itﬁe
.' pollfbo0ks had been sernt on from Kanesville. He -lmmediately
:'departed for 4lbia and called on Dudley C. Barber, clerk .of
" the Board of Commissioners, at whose - cgbin the board was to
'fmeet¢ Barber'ﬂ brother-ius-lawy Dre Flint, and Israel Kister
of Jefferson County; Both active Democrats, were also pres-
ent, as was éﬂMﬁl*Méfk3ulateru«postmasteniuat Albia, repre-
senting the’ Whigs. A heated ’discussion followed the an-
inounéémeﬁtiof.thévréturhe from Kanésville, and while ‘wvoices
rose and’ facés'  flushed, Someons' put on a - sleight-of-hand

perforuance. -When the disputants turned back to'the" table
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to make another inspection of- the poll-book,,they.were a-
stounded ‘to £ind the board bare. After a hurried search, it
. became apparent that the book waé,not in the room, nor even
in the house. Tt was recalled that Kister. had taken his
;lea?e~ra$her.SHQQQHLYL.aﬂd an agcusation that. he had carried
f£he book away in his:saddlebags brought all the men;to their
feet}npistols upraised.-. Indeed, it  was -related. sdmepime
afterward that Kister admitted,.thrusting the. book through
“a.crack in-the cabin.floor, from, which he' -easily retrieved
1t later. Violence was narrowly« averted, and- the Whigs,
“submitting ‘for the time being, had to concede the election
”mto'thé'Dempcrats.k However, Liiller, the defeated candidate,
”'éontééted phetcongressionél seat on the grounds of fraud.
" “When.the case was tried in District Court.at .Keokuk, it
'gwasiagsérted that either. Kister .or Dr. Flint - hadasecretly
: plabed the poll-book in the saddlebags of thewyDemocratic
~ Judge Mason; and that liason had not known what had -happened
" until he opened the -bags: on arriving home at Agency. De-
fending 'Thompson-and the Democrats, Judge liason was :‘called
upon By the contesting candidate, wmiller, to show his
- .authérity. Producing what.he.thgught,tqwbezphe,”aut@op;ty“,
Mason brought out by mistake the missing poll-book. Liller
’then'té;dvthe court that he had just .come inxo,pOSSesgion of
"“eyidentéyﬁéerhichlhe'had been searching a year. u:

. ,Judge Mason's political opponents immediately . commenced

"\a'bipter»atmagk, accusing  -him- of having obtained the poll-

" 'book by unfair means. .They said. outright. that he  had se-
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lieanwhile, the political dispute over their collective

.vote was-said-to be a: coniributing factor to the Mormons'

decision to move to a new laud in the West,'"beyond'~the

. .
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CHAPTER 7. -

CLAIM CLUB TRCOUBLES ™

Votes and electlon returhs were not the onl\r causes for
dlsputes among the settlers 1n'those.days of - county and
State development. uany of the resldents had chosen land
before it was placed oa the ;marxet for homesteadlng, and
~after sdchiflllng was made legally pOSSLble == at ol 45 an
"acre -- ofteu the settler d1d not have the' necessary cash
payment. laturally, after llv1ng upon the land for a -year
or more, he was unw1lllh& to glve it,up or yield 1t to* some—
‘body - else. To protect such homesteaders, who mere% called
"squatters", the" Independeht Club Guards of'"Kishkekosh

, I
County, were formed. Offlcers were . chosen to. serve from the

first honday in Aprll, 1344 ~to the flirst day of Aprll, 1645.
Their duties were set forth in Article IV of the Club- Laws-.

' MIt shall be the daty of the Capta1n,~or, 1n the absence
of the Captaln, of the Lleutedant, or in the aosence of both,
of the Best Men, to call upon the compaug to appear at com-
mand, and’ proceed m1th sald offlcer to hear-and dec1de all

right to clalms, accordlné to our .claim, laws, and to out the

5.

....

clalmant hav1hg the rlght to Said contested clalm in” full'
and peaceable pObbGSSlon of his - clalm, and protect him :in
said possessxon fully and”effectually." | o
Tt wag furthermore stated 1n APthle VII: ”Any clalmant
Whose naMe 1s attached to our claim laws . may ap:eal to the
SORL

Captaln of the Guards, and stdte to him his grlevances,'or,

in the“absenoe of tne Captaln, to the other offlcers, and

a7



they shall protect said claimant fully in possession of his
claim, without further trouble to said claimant.".

Captain Alexander hemp {who was a gunsmlth by trade),and

”Lt James McRoberts were supported by a 'number of strong-

%armed men: dJohn He. neyers, Pajden Smith, John Clark, Samuel

kHarbln, Thomas Cooped €y A. B. Preston, S. F. Warden, James

MODav1s, Wllllam Scott, zllllam Gordon, Riley Westooatt,

S —

helson westcoatt, J. C. Boggs, James hllton, Alfred B. Col-
‘ller, James qErdon, Jaues btephenson, and Israel Green.'vw

- On- severalmocca51ons, the ass1stance of the Claim Club

- was 1nvoked to drive invaders away irom land already in pos-

«'sess1on and dwelt upon by the clalmants. Among the squat-

‘ters who often received the protectlon of the club were ‘the

people known as The Hairy hatlon - fellow colonlsts of  the

iMormon scouts who-had earlier prospected for a new home.'

“They were border men breathlng hatred to thelr enemles,

the Mlssourlans”, and they learned flghtlng as a trade, for
rthe purpose of sometime being able to get even with them.,

. James Coen,. in his Sketches of Earlx Times describes

“the nation well: "These people were not of the usual in-
. tellectual eallbre of hew anland people, and for some' tlme
. they had implicit falth in Joseph Smith. TheJ were rough,
from having lived Wlth rough Mlssourlans, and had learned
from them»how to use a bow1e knife and a gun' besides this
: they could outdlstance thelr masters 1n the watter of drlnk-
1ng whlsky.; But they had vreat personal courage and endur-

ance, and were generous to a fault w1th thelr friends. In

I
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»short, they:ware a:. hearty, rather reckless, beldj stirring
-class. When the Civil-War brdke .out in-1861; miny of their
-descendants, who'still prided themselvés as beloaging to- the
'Wation!, went.into the Union irsy - with :great  ardor, were
the most.efficient:of fightersy and-aearly one<lialf ‘of their
-able-bodied .ien died im'defenseof‘the 'old flagi%~ The pic-
. turesque nickname no -:doubt was Bestowed in' Tecognitior = of
the luxuriant whiskers'---efin and ‘sige=2 dedorating - the
faces of .the uen ofithe 'Hation'." i
‘Rivals of the Natdou were the Seéceders, -an‘organization
of Associate Presbyterisus. ' Trouscle -often arose betweeh ‘the
two groups. fhe Seceders did uot rééogn&ze}tﬁé*Validity“‘df
the - €laim Club ‘regulations because théy werk' mot Sés%d”bh
any legal right.. MIf-they fowid a ‘tract of 1#nd on the plat
At the laud.. office wmarked by &: 'W'y whithi: meaitt vacardt,
though a 'squatter? cécupied it through:the ' support of thée
felub!', they .-felt little hesitancy ~fﬂ7“préempting“ it or
'Junping the claim'iM . - et e T
When. the: 3eceders -built a- schoolhouse "at’ Héif-Way
Prairie and fitted.it up with a stove instead of*é"fifeplace,
and then besan to. “build a’ichuich, this was’ coisid.red ad
overt declaration-of war. -For whatvpurpOSéiédul&*%ﬁe&**ﬁégé
a. church) unless.%o e used g5 a-fort? ~'The puiﬁiﬁfﬁé§“ svis
de:snitly: designed-asia . sallyigoriﬁﬁffém*"whf&ﬁ*éhef“béSiééed
wight emerge.in a.findl encouiiter ‘after the strévghdtd: had

ye oo e TR < AL

been invaded. D eI e R A

"At length these strained relations culminated in an
i

N
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open ruptureg. A man named Geo. P thtle entered a forty-

;acre “claim" on Miller's Cregk. thtle was a oeceder and a2
. 'squatter' claimed the;htyact.kiThe 'Club' of course;upro_
tested vigorously, but L;tple’peid o, attentlon to the;r
threats. One day in mid—winter, he oorrowed @ horse and
-rode to Albia, armed w1th an old pepperbox' plbtol. That
:very.day the ‘club' had, met to take flhal actlon in hlS caee.
.0n his return from Albla~th931C%9b' dlscovered hlm and gave
chase. Little took the ;@d@gville‘ trall w1th about twenty
of the mob ia swift pursuit. The pursuers 5a1,ed 0:l hlm,
and fipally oune of them. caugnt up w1tn an and attempted to
seize his horse's bridle. Little held his revolverw in hls
hand, ready for any. acts of violence but as the pufsaer
reached the bridle his ho.'se stumbied aud the fell udis-
eharged the pistols The ' pursuer then Kept his dietéhce,
thinking,thewvehotx nad been aimed purposely ?t' himself.
Little then took refuge in the house of Henry Eldef,vhotly
pursued by the mob. The man who had caught up witﬁ eLittle
was_his friend -A.dy Roub, who was trying to assist in
;ittle'sjeecapeﬁ& He,epgn.erriyed at-.Elder's and seiziug a
. 8ledrstandard, sauntered . out, lAtO tﬁe road among the mob,
zﬁqharged them, rig ht and left, threetenlqg the ehth crowd

: w1th~destruep¥egfli,they‘uld uOt retlre. ihey retlred and

Cooa, few .days .. later ‘the . 'Club' met aud resolved to termlnate

the oeeeuers, Wlpe them ofi the iace of the edrth and raée

their church to the grouhd.“

R W e
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CHAPTIA 8 |
VANISLED VILLAG S-=A:D [CWMS THAT RIMAIN

’

The Tirst post ofllce ih Nouroe County was established
A )
at Clarhsv1ll or Clark's POlut, in la&b wnere the enter-

pfi 3ing We G Cldrk cgr:ied tngv mall free of épgrge from
Edd,ville. . .~ | -

Another pOut ofilce was at Druaid Cltj, g‘settlegent on
the "Llo OOUthwEot mfall” le.u:uug throubh Uroana  Towaship.
" ' :

Flf t a sawnill wa bullt there, theu a f;ou:l mill. . The
place flourlohed brlefly ufter it was, maue a ;tat;oniop, the
Stare route, and a ccnool, spores /ud bluckswith shop &p-=
pedred. utabecoqcnes carrled mail and  passeugirs to  and
from the llttle c1ty aud wnel the sta&e caue r>ttl1uL down -

i

the n;rd Llrt ro;d to the poot offlce, nuarlj all the towns-.

foln Land&ed to e pre sent to eXChJLbe the tiwe of iay with

one dhOth;T and cJather tne latbut news, of what W 3 golng on

in tne world. A tJHlCdl stafe in the - Toum of tne 1340's 1is

i -

described by  B. 7. ohamoaubh in' his = 0ld Stoae Capitol
Remembers:

Coe N s
s

"The top was flat in order to accommodsate baz ave. The

slay
'boot! in the rear also carried sou.e cf the luggage of the
passengers. 'Brightly painted throughout, the pawnels were
decorated with scrolls of landscapes.' Three seats on the
lasiue accommodated nine pusseingers with comfort.
"The stagecoach driver, who occupied @i elevated seat on

the outside in frout, was re, rded as 2 man of sSouwe couse=

4uence. He usually woge a 'flannel shirt, corduroy breeches

H
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stuffed into high bootsy a well wOrn'hat or cap, ahd_a -fur
or.leather coat.' 'As & rule e was a man who smoked; chewed
tobacco, and o occasion used profaue language . Weathered
by raii and: wind and sunow, hig fdée"harmonizéd ~with ‘his
clothes. At the taverns and other topplng plaﬂes he euterb
tained the , guests with stories Jf the road. He w: “the
autocrat or ki of the highwa,. Wilen épproaching or léav-
ing town he = would bdow ris ‘hoiii, cféck"his‘wﬁip,‘aud-\urge

his horses to greater speed."

_After a few. years the - stagecoach ;aééééﬁouﬁ?ofl”exis—
tence, and with ‘it we.t Uroana City. For ﬁﬁbfiéf:tSQap the
settlewent had kuaown the Dustle- Of”lproééérify; .Teaﬁg of
heav, horses were led £5° the’ blacks.ith uhog to oe'-shod;
in the aistauce. sounded--tie- hum of  wheat belng ground be-
tween millstones, .aadiof steel  biting Into thlck logs of
black walnut or of o&gkys Theve ‘had’ peeht two. general ‘stores
where shoppers might buy“énythiﬁg’fr&htzﬂétiovs to sults of
clothes. The -gristiaill - -lzsted Iongest of all, but £1. mlly

-

it disappeared ,and."itS‘Sité,5likéirtn05e of ‘the other in=

dustries of Urbana City, reverted Lo Farmland. B
And so,the pattern of’ betkléuext in the cbunty developed.
iow;s sprang up . --. seemed ‘destined to endure, and then'fa@ed
away. Qthers flourishedy “but chaqgad thelr';ames; | -
Impigratipi poured into 'k uroe coudty ih 5ob, and paper
towns SPraﬂg.up:everyWhereu A‘ViiiéJéQWQS:.ldld out in al~v
most every . neighborhood. . airvidi, ldtéer cglled Cuba,.“as

settled that .year in: M&utuavTownshlp. e btrOnghOld of the
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éHairy lation, it no longer exists as a community, but - the

%Dunkers,‘or German Baptists, of the vicinity have an ' organ-

ization of. about 30 members. Tldora (Eldorado), platted by

e

-Knight and Mattos in Cedar Towaship, had two houses, a brush
knoll, and a few stakes. Osprey cousisted of oue - house-or
tavern, of which'a Mr. Evans was proprietor. Smithfield,
Jlater known as Hellef, was another one-house town. Holli-
daysburg, named for its founder, Holliday, never ' achieved
substance. The coming of the railroad and the establishment
0f mining camps in the following years led to a mushroom
growth of coaling centers and vagrant settlenents.

/  Lovilia, Union Township, is one of the scenic beauty
spots of the county, a rolling terrain, ge.tly éloping east
-from a grove of timber on the west. - D. B.. Dixon, the earli-
est reside.t, platted the town in 13534 built his house that
same year, and opened a store., A post office wes also es-
tablished. The meeting house, a frame Baptist Church, .oc-
cupied the site where the Lovilia schoolhouse  wzs later

built. The town established here grew to be one of the

' foremost in Monroe County. -

1o .The Seceders, a branch of Presbyterians, built a cabin

for worship in , 1349 in Pleasant Township, at :the northeast
corner of the county. They named the place Pleasant Corier
because of the pleasing view from an elevation where one
could look over miles of broken waves of prairie. The site
was still in use many years:later, when the iethodists held

regular services there:in.g buildidg of their own. |
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Nof'far-aWay“inﬂthe samie township,ithe -mining. towh and
railroad station Frederic was nanmed for Frederick Joy, for-
mer: president of the Burlingtom and -liissouri Railroad. ' By
somé’ chance the I8l Yk" was - left. off, and .the original:
sgélling‘WEs'pTesérved;i’ManyfSwéﬁishﬁpeopLefhelpedlwdévelop.
the place &nd slipported a - church society knowi gs the Berg-
ol

Avery, lMantud Township, was origiually known as Coffman,

e

for John doffman;*who*had bought the land frowm ithe - Governs
wlent.  after’the village had become - identified with nearby
Avery Creek, the -nase of that strdam'ecawme’ into general . use..
The first settlers are believed to -Have ta.ei up land -prioér
to 1360, since years later oune of the older - résideats could
recall Civil-“War  soldiers o furlough - ddncing < in* her
flgther's houses - - - Cw

“+'The "town, ‘a¢tually founded in 1366, consisted of only " a:
few ‘housés in“1370. -There -Were ‘enough: .chiluren ‘and ., oung
folks, however, 'to reyuire:m’ schHool. First - the.puyrils at-
tended the old rond fock school north of town. - Then :Andrew
Stewart, director, and Joseph Hustony teacher; worked -for a
new one<room ouilding-to- acecsmod.ite  the - growidg -dtudemt
body. ' By 1370 the - dirélluent Was~186, including maay of
mature ‘age: - Harve Tedrow, ‘tescher, was szid to e guick Ton
the draw? “#ith his peneili any studeat -who verntured:"out of
Tine" received & crack on-the 'liead from a* geacil :throvn by
Tédpotrd s+ 10 e ELuEce il e ol g e 1

<o) Bydng a§ it'did in the heart of -the :Cherokée. coal Se Iy,
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Avery's growth and prosperity were aided egbstantially by
\the mlulng inaustry. S
E Wu Byers. owuned -the first ”omoky Hollow" mlne at Hynes,
mtwo m1les southeust of Avery, wnen the Cnlcago, Burlington
and Pulnoy Railroad. went through in the late 1560'5._,Known
as, No. 7y or. the ‘3Bradley mlne, iu honor of the . 3radley
brothers, owners, of the land, the wine was eold to the Uaden
Coal Company (later the Peabody oompany, a concern -said to
have operated 30 mines in Towa). Governmeut kejs for. the-
post offlce arrived January 16, 19003 tne offlce wa3 estab~-
lished in the coal cowpany's " store and Aamed Hynes in, honor:
of'vF. Hynes, . postmaster.- Levertheless, the popular name
"stbk; Hollow" clungs. |

~Melrose, Jackson Towsship, was built on land first -

T e,
e

olalmeo by John Drew .ia 1847. T. C. Stewart, etopekeeper,“'
opened his shop for business in lﬁ60—6l, and a. post office
was later established, with J. J, b Peacock, postmaster.
3arah Pfindle was. the : first sohoolmlbtregs. Theltown‘ was: -
platted in 1866, .. o R

: otaofv1lle,j Guilford - Tow“shlp, a center for . -Monroe .

e

County s act1v1t1es, was v settled about 16501‘ In 1804-55," -

Catholles bullt a log church in ‘thé northeast corner, of Hugh. ="

Fltzpatrick's fleld.; The plooeers who h d Jartlclpated 1n“%?“5

the serv1oes ‘thien speut years 11 ylduﬂllg and worklng for .a:
large church. Over a long perlod theJ hduled «ray limestorie

by oxteam, untll figally the COPMGPStOhe of St. Patrick's
Church wes”la;dMMayslaihlﬁ64,~by BishoprSmyth of' Duoogue..ﬁ

s T
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The handsome buildiug, 1Q0 feet-long, 80 feet'i-xﬂJiée. and . 50
feet hlfh, hlth its cross. pointing skyward, was te re@ain in
'use for many years. - It w .5 designed by Father Clliford.

| The church has salways :been cloeely '1dent;f1ed with
ueorgetown,‘one of the oldexr’ settleqents, which tas“a.‘groWF
ing town when the Stagecoach’ rolled ovef‘ithe“aoraﬁrie21
ueorgetoym s half~-century-old-post ofilce was cloeed ixx 190
and mail was routed through i.ekrose 1netead.

Foster, Monroe Township, ‘Sprang ‘up in early ;eiireaﬁ.;
duys, near north”ooanCreeka.wIts stat;en’waeﬁfirst knewn as.
Soap Creek Sidieg-_PgLen mining: enterpriéee made this - com~
munity a ovoom town,:the nane was chjnbed to’ Foster, honorlng
E. I. Foster. of Qeder.@apids,‘=pr1nc1pal 1nvestor. Many
Engiieﬁ ahd Welsﬂ miners moved there ana the populatlon,
once dOO, aftervarde Tluctuated. ‘with the’ varylng act1v1t1es‘

P

of the mlnes¢

,,,,,

About 1090 Frauk Frltchle laid ‘out Mlnerfleld, ‘"Héff

mile weot of Fo ter. Only one: - house’ was erected. 'Frank

hlcknnlooper S Illuutrated Hispory &6f° mOnroe County” stdtes E
that ”tne streets and avenugs: ‘remain on’ paper aLd are we;l

HltEmdu, hu1lford Township, platted 'in’ 1590 developedi
into.a large and actlve wmining . icenteron Cedar Creek gt
tines its mlnlug pogulatlon .consisted of Amfrlcan (7oth,
white ‘Jnd negro)q -English, ‘Welsh, - 3wédish, German, and
scotchy and once reeched a peak -of more than l,aOO

Clarxsv1lle, orlglually Clark! s P01nt, whare the” trzder-
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settler W.. G« Clark laid out a town 1in 1345, faded out of
vexistenee, The femily).however, rewained. prominent in lon-
.rbe Counﬁyv affairs. Clark and his' wife, the former  Jane

Bankin.of Ohio, had 12 children; ohe daughter : and 11 sons.
d‘Qfﬁphese,vw..érant end John R. Clark, were especially ‘long-

liﬁedf The latter, an ardent Democrat, became proprietor of

.the lonroe County News in 1396.

The elder C;arks sold their original . property in 1855,
;ntending to move to Texasj; pbut deterred by illness in the
family, pbrchased another homestead, four and a half miles

Vsouﬁhwest of Albia. A reminder of early fenceless days
lingered. afterward on this farm in a "buffalo wallow" of
unusual depth and extent near the district building known 'as
”Buffalo Wallow School." The. depression was 11 feet deep
Qn the_nortb side in 1347; the east and west sides gradudlly
sloped down to the south, and the whole was so wide that for
years the bottom eould be used as a ball ground. Later, the
open end was banKed up to from a poad. In the beginning
the wallow was a m01st plece of ground which wandering  buf-
falo dlscovered and began to.paw, stamping it and lifting it
with thelr horas and then "wallowing" -in the oozey-mud until
their bodies were covered wutbbit,A Tnen they woudd walk out
on the lOJest s1de, -carrying a thick coating 'of mud that
served as a protectlon from buffalo flies. - Soon the "hollow
they had rubbed in the earth. wes: large enough for half'a
herd to reepklgﬂdprlng the hot,noon hours.: -

.. Hocking, first known as:Coal Creek,.was started by the



Hockiug Coal Compaity in Troy Towuship, 1393. The miniug in-
dustry grew and malntalned the commuulty for manj years. Ac-
cordlng to old- tlmeis, the vatleJ surrouﬁdiné the coal dump
was very wild” wnen First settled, dhd so many reptlles kept.
crawling out of the brush that the miners beéa“ to call the'
place ”Rattlesnake Gulch n . |

Albla, ‘fhe county beat, becamevad'.ihcorpefated.,tdwp in
1359, a cttJ of the' beCOJd class 1 1376.

A C. Barmee, editor and prorrletor, estabiiehed Monree

County's first :heWSpapef; the Alblandudepe;deqt Prebs, Oc—

 tober- 10, 1854, The' edltorlal offlce:iwas held in the ‘old
'courthouse; which hiﬂ been aowndoned 'and was sald to be_
“vonly fit to be abandoned for everJ otner yurgo . Barnes
found little-to wrlte about but managed to dlsplaj a cheer-r

ful amount of phllOSOphy ala the determlnation to succeed*“

In the second number' of the Preus, dated October 24,..
1854, before Barhes‘hadueeeﬂ”éﬁie'te receiveé any exchanges,
. he .acknowledged that helwﬁgﬁﬁfhdegted-td our’ ODllﬂlng pObt-
master" for the’ newe“”ﬁetwhéyéble to ";riht;. Of Hig head-
quarteré, he wrote: “"Eight yea;s agoitheveld ‘courthousev'in;
vhich our officé is Kkept, on the "et side oi the public
square, wis the only hoube in Allud-i Iu was used for court—
house, meet1“0 noube, snous, aud amubetento, and whatever
suited the convenlences aud pleQbure of the oldest inhabi-~
tants.  3Siucé then, it HaS been a dwelllmg, a cablnet and
wagon *shop), and to what otner uses devoted 1d S0 ehort a

time we' know not: but e ’upSS 1.0 one dreamed it would so
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.soon‘contain a live editor, pgriating apparatus and all his
.faqily, The editor's .cow and calf are :outside of any in-
closﬁre. .Hope.they.won!t be allowed to . starve the coming
Cwinter." |

Matthew A. Roob established the Tleekly Albia Union uay

20, 1362. During the forty-year .period from 1354 to 1896,

17 cher jpurmals were started :in Albia. Tine Aloia “eekly
Republican was first published hovember-5; 1357. -Then fol-

lowed the Monroe County Sentinel, January-4,-1360; The Jef=-

ferson Blsde, January 26, 1860§ The Aloia Weekly Gazette,

sovember 9, 1861; The Albia Republican, lLovewber 17, 1869;

The Spirit of the West, February 2, 1370; The Reform Weekly

Leader, March 12, 1474; The Albia Reporter, April 10, 1375;

Ipe Industrial Bra, September 13875; The rlonroe County Plain-

dealer, May 1377; The Jowa Plaindealer, dJune -4, 1378; The

Albia Democrat, . 1379; Ihe Aloia Herald, 183u3; - The Monroe

County Progress, 15903 The People's Defender, 1891; ~ The

»élb;a‘Republicaﬁ,:Octooer~a4,-1894,

. In the constautly changing picture of Monroe'céunty's
growth many towns have sprung up to.play conspicuous roles,
aqd kthen:fallen{into obscurity or . disappeared - altogethef'
Whgn the causes of their growth .ceased to exist. Some were
ﬁgilp_on roads that ceased to bear traffic .  when the rail-
“pégdswcame,through, Sowe represented the-dreails of hopeful,
prggnessive_ frontiers.en who were earunestly planning"to:
buildAprosperous cities.

k At one time, about 1910, Buxion was a - mining -town with
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'+ THE CIVILWAR .

- The .outbr.ak of the Ciyil.ﬂar ‘dtd not dleturb the set-
tlewent and prosperous"grthh of Monroe County, although
many volunteers from. the dlstrict served 1n the UﬂlOH forces.
Some were "v1gorous young farmers -and- mechanlcs”, most of
them were sons .of the settlers who nao been cultlvatlng the
regloh since’ the earlj 1ago's. ‘> ‘-..'

In monroe County, as lh gexeral throughout Iowa, popular
rsentlment upheld the Uulon JAO the Lorth, hut a. few families
were- - known to have symoathlzed W1th the bouthern caube. Yo
conflicts or hostlle 1nc1deﬁts have been recoxded, however,
possibly because; the meh Who were of mllltarJ age are said
to have ”sklpped to the ;ar west" to av01d the éra%t.

The quota of volunteere reuuested from the'dtate of Towa
wae llsted at 49,400,'of whxch hOnroe‘County‘s share was 618.
A large proportlon of volunteers from tﬂe county was -enlist-

ed with the 6th 22nd and’ 32ud Infantries, aad “the. First
>Cavalry ) o l | Cod

ComJany of:theAGth Infantry"was.composedvprincipally
)of Lonroe volunteers, a% were Companiés A.aad K of the 36th.
Men from this’ dlst ~ict also served- in-the 3th,: l?th 18th,
33d and 37th (Gldgbeafd) Infautry deglments, and in the 7th
Iowa Cavalry. Altobether 579 men were eniloted trom 'Monroe

County

iwenty—flve organlzatlons were formed for aetive and
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home service, on the following dates:

Monroe Guaras, iay 11, 1361, accepted ror 6th Infantry.
Monroe Light Horse, kay 11, 1361, accepted for-lst
Cavalry.

Voluntéer-itilitia of* Urbasaa, Township (110 date glven)
“Albia Rifles, organized nuguet 24, 1851. -
Stacyvillé Uthn Guards, June 15, 1301.

- Urbana Grays, July 15, 130l.
Melrose Guards, October 21y 1361«

. Albia State Guards, hkay 30, 1363.

. Motiroe Grays, September lo, 1363.

 lielrose Grays, JulJ 10, 1363. '
Franklin oharpshooters, August 23, l%b4.
military Company of [ionroe TONnShlp, August 20, 1364.
Lovilia Independent Company, August 1364.
Urbaia Union Company, 3eptember 3, 1864.
The Albia Invincibles, 3September 16, 1364.
Union Towaship Military Company, August 27, 1364.
Rough and Ready Cowmpaily, lantua Lownehrp, Augubt 18,
s+ 1864 .
pEilitary Company, Cedar-Township, August 13, lab4.
Pleasant Coruner Company, August 12, 1364
First Company, Troy Tow“ehlp, Augubt 6, 1364.

. Osprey Rangers, 3ept. 6, 1364.
Wayne Township Company, Auzust ©, 1364.
Bluff Creek Rangers, Ausuet 13, 1364.
"Guilford ‘Townghip Company, Aubust 23, 1354.
Pleabant Townshlp Company, August 27, 1364.

There were manJ casua;tles among “wonroe soldiers at the
':frOut, partlcularly along thooe who fou ht at - Shiloh and
;WV1cKsburg, ahd relatlves were notified that husoadds, :sons,
and brothers had been kllled in action, had died of wounds,
or were taneh prlsoner. The 6th Ianfantry lost a  tremendous
- number; seven offlcers 1nd‘i00;meh‘Were killed iu action;
'469 men and l8 oiilcels here wounded. The 36th Ihfantry
,lost 35 men 1h aCtiOu, 25 irom uounas, 235 from dlsease, and
”one by SUlClde 14z were wounded.

Many who enlletea were verJ VOUhé, others, eearcely mare "
" than boys, had recehtly emigrated from Iurope.s Among the

former Was Charleb H StevehsOu,'who at theé ege- of 18 had



Invihcibl.es

-, Scauty rations with thea, .

received the first teacher‘s.gqrtgficate grauted:.in lonroe
.. County. He had been .apppinted ©0 . teach 'school in iantua
,vTownship~at59i:salg;¥3:Qﬁ.$§Q.p§;Kmo¢ph?_th ";his1_iptended
upgacefu;:pugguitﬁwag,igte:pupte@;Aagd heJ:esigneg h;s ‘posi=
‘tion %o accept, 513 & mouth 1o assist in the preservation of
t!he' Un.ionr;'..-"" R S S A PR '
Stevenson enlisted August lﬁhlﬁézlﬁn.;Comgany D,‘ 22nd
.. Tovia Voluntgqu_ij.a”rgg;mggtt‘wp;qh mas};her f%pst to cross
the Liississippd dn Grant's Vicksburg campaign and later made
a "gallant assault! on Fort Beauregard. 3tevenson partici-
pated in the siege fofepgrqbupgbapd:R;ghmond and the 3Shen-
. andoah Valley campaign of 1364.  Captured at the battle of
mqnphslin'spppnernvigrisonsuf-,am the“hqopogiaus HLibby; and
later at 3alisbury and AnderSOMVillgg‘&Hg wasllgaid:to have
saved: the lives of several of his couyrades, by - sharing his
... One of the~pard7fgggt;qg volunteers frou liantua Township
- wag H. M. Chidester, who was born.in Lewls Couaty, West Vir-
ginia, October 24, ld§7}wagd &waslpggiqﬁh;& phil@¢gniin the
Zadok‘Chidgspg:,fgpily‘_HinWngg”;;ggé},;he Chigggters had
traveled by boat down the Ohio aga, up, the Lississippi rivers
to Keokuk, then overland by oxteam Lo mantua Township, where
(the father.secured 700  acres of land. .The son, H: I., who
enlisted in February, 186‘3 A, Qowpany A, 36th - Towa Infantry,
fought at Elkin's Ford and Caudeny and was taken orisoner-at

kark*s 1.ills. Duriag his ten months of captivity, he 1lived
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..on.one pint-of meal per day.:

Another volunteer:from Mantua Township was Asa A,'Baird?
.. owper, of & .240«acre .farm,.who:had driven from:  West Virginia
~-1in 1854, a Journe,:of -six weeks by horse and-wagon.- -Serving
.. in 3he 36th Iowa Infautry,.he also.was takén prisoner "at

Mark's.Mills and was held for ten months in the' - Confederate
~ prison at Tyler, Texasi

Levi Billings, whose’:parents. settled in' lonroe County
. when he;ﬁdé si%, énd:whowin later days could:--describe seeing

two to five yoke of. oxen driven to the breaking plow, en-
- listed :in 1862 'in. Cowmpany By 7th Iowa Cavalry. -His regiment
. formed a part of the.rough-rider command in the Western Army,
scovering 4,838 miles of the Plainsy and. ‘participating “in
i several engagements with the hostile &ioux, -Cherokee - and
w0Qther warlike-trihes. .
The First.Iowa Cavalry. claimed Archibald Sinclair, who
was born in Ireland in 1847, and became a resident of lionroe
County in 1856, -Enlisting . at the age of 16, he served in
- the southwest under General Davison.and -General Risecrans,
» and under General Custer in Texas. -

-Such: arei'a few thumbnail. ‘war recorus, typical ‘of the
.-hundreds which might be. mentionéd to the -credit of iioaroe
.Cpunty:_

. James Drury, who fought with.the ‘4th . Vermont. regiment,

+@terylived mear albia. . Drury,.a2 native .of. Couaty Claire,
- Irelapd, moved to America-in 1345, and.enlisted in- Vermont
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in la6l, For his bravery at the battle of Weldon Railroad,

June 23, 1364, Drury was granted a medal by a speciélect of

Congress, The ex-soldier moved to Towa in 1359~ -with - his

'yOUng*—Wifé; - "His . entire.capital was $2.50, out  -of which

amounit ‘hé was: obhliged’ .. to.pay. 50 cents to . have his trunk

‘taken to-his home, 8 ailes.north of Albia," A stonemzson by

iﬂrade,*DfUrinQSIable 0. make ‘g good living,.anq lgterf ac=-

gulred 200 acres:of landv S
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souri and brought back a force of legroes to replace the

strlkers. ShocKed at th1s aratagem, tne whltes threatened

7 .
B

"the strlkebreaxers, and flred on them thel»nlght of Feb-

ruary Zl 1aao. The‘ egroes shot oack, out fortunately " no

one was hurt, and the appearance of a company of m111t1a

soon restored order. A precedent had neen set however, and

i

the company agaln resorted to the practlce of '1mport1ng

TR B St N

hegro workers at the expense OI the whites.
| Another strlke occurred in 1890, wnen the elght-hour day

movement to replace the customary ten-hour day was the ln-

icentlve for a walk—out authorlzed by many labor organlza—

tlons throughout the COUHbPJ- f“"‘ o

3

Four years later another strlke was declared wn1ch af—

fected tnousands of mlners 1n monroe County as well as in

adgacent v1c1n1t1es.b The ”panlc" of 1893 had paralyzed all

.“

llnes of bus1ness. money was not clrculatlng freely, and

rates of former prosperous years. Tne result VIS the gen—

coal operators sa1d they wexe 'unaole to )ay the‘ scheduled

sty B S P S ; SRS

eral strlke called for Aprll al 1894,. by the Iatlonal

oot
oty ! Tyl

“Unlted Mlne Norkers of Amerlca._

T A

' Iowans d1d not heed the order, out after several appeals

from the parent organlzatlon, tne presldent of the local

Pt

'assoc1at10n called a conventlon at Albla nay 3 1894 to

conS1der the cause for suspenslon. Two thlrds of the dele-

&

‘gates opposed the strlke. .A motlon to stop work was voted

l

'“down by a one-vote magorlty. The subJect was argued agaln

x

]

HEAt day, the propooed reductlon Tin wabes decreased forner

BT TR G ...,‘_u‘za, P S BRI el it
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salaries‘.byw 20 cedte per tOu._-Uer:ireceueideratioh, thée
miners voted Lay 4 by an elevepfvote' majerity, to stop -
ﬂmwopk 1mmed1ately. .j o
N It was June 9, 1894, before a jointl‘cdeferedée:Was arw
Kranged between the miners and the ,operatofe4at. Oskaloosa,
;endlug in an agreemeﬁt that"thei"sca;e_fef Wages for mining
Jeeal, aad the rulés and regulatione‘inlforcehddring'1893, be
_restored aﬂd that the same . continpe_.id effectﬂtill April
"1895.”‘ Several less important resolutienatwefe also enact-
~ed,“and on .Wednesday Juiie 13, 1394, ali jiowa eeal miners
. resumed work, having carried thelr 901*t.d.d |
In 1896 “the Consolidation Coal Company; owners of the
exten51ve Duchaklnock mines in Mahaska County, enJaged Henry
hewton, a mlnlng engineer at Hamllton, to proapect for new
flelds. As a’result four years later the company purchased
8 6OO acres of uonroe ‘County land and 1, 600 acres 'of ‘Lahaska
County land, at a total cost of 275, OOO. The Northwestern
”Rallroad extended its branch .in , June, l900-”hbusea and a
comyany etore were bullt;.and. . B, C. Buxton named the’ camp
”Buxton" '1n houor ‘of his . father, J. Be Huxton, former
Muchaklnock superintendent. . | | |
Durlng the next few years Buxton mushroomed to a popu-

latlon of 6 OOO,'of which 5,500 were Negroes, many 1mported
from Alabama. ‘Money ' flowed freely _ It wae a rough—and—
tumble place, scene of maay. . brawlsv and somef Klllln »Sy but

3

efforts were made to malntaln order. Recreatlon was super—

o

v1sed and brass bands and a baseball team organized.-




‘ Churches and mlsslons, ‘8 ¢¢O 000" ¥ if. Ci. Av and a l1l2-room
schoolhouse were erected. A nack ‘service*from- Albia  pro-
v1ded regular trdnsportatlon %o ‘the county: seat.

In 1802 Buxton Fentertalned ‘Bodker T“Jashlngton, noted
| leéro, and honored hlm by a receptlon in whieh Albla Joffi~
.:01alo and tne Albla City Band partlclpated Afterward Wash-
.1ngton lectured at tne Buxtorn Opera House, and "the building
Was taxed to 1ts fullest capaClty, and hundreds weré turned
away irom the door."‘ Washington ° relatéd how often he” had
beeil dsked to help bolve the draoe‘:problemzhahd°how he be-
lleved, Uthe waj to solve ‘our'own;'proolems'?is to  control
yourselves and your pa581ons, do ndt be “gentrollgd by your
lower nature' educatlon is  'self-controlj’caontrol yourself,
and your fam1ly and Jour children ¥

Durlng thls perlod, h0nloe was Towals ledding: coal-pro-
du01ng county, w1th an Qvera‘»fe"of over*2-500"00®'tons‘”per
year, a flgure Wthh has not been “approached by amy ’othér
county ulthln a radlus of 20 uiles of Al¥ia’ 19 minles were

opelat -085 emplojln from 3,500 to 4,000 workmen whose’ wages
totalled nearly ¢EbO ‘000 per ‘honths Exteusive cval deposits
had been found at Hynee: (Smokj-Hollow),’Averyg Bucknell,
Colsol Haydock 'and Hocklng‘ﬁ”Mﬁch'of”the “output was con-
sumed by the ralereds “pissing’ through the region, while
larve snlppents were MJde to the Dakotas and lNebraskas

Mlnlng laws were amedded as ‘the result of a disaster at
the Lost Creek mlne near‘Albla,'Januar 244y 19202, A windy

or delayed snot caused an expl0510h ‘which cost’ the ‘lives = of

6l



20 men working in eihe-pity bent and twisted the rails of the
~tracks, and hurled- debris :200 f.et into the air. Rescue
attempts were hampered by the wreckedsmachinery.apd bad air
caﬁsed by the -explesion. - :The.Burlington Railrpad furnished
é,speciai train to carry hundreds of friends from Albia and
‘Hocking to the mass funeral at zddyville,, January 26, 1902,
The report oTithe State mine inspector, John Verner, stated
that the disaster was caused by a "windy shot" or "three-
scfeamer;” for which blaue was Lo . be attached touno'one,l

A repetition of the fatal affair was narrowly .averted
at the Star mine, two and a half wmiles northwest of Albia,

January 275 1902, when a “tight shot" almost ignited the
‘coal dusi, Just as the metr-were quitting work. It failed
to explode and no casualities resulted.  During the._follqw-
"ing hours a-‘élow- siouldering ensued which by. morning had
broken intg flames. The miners discovered it -on coming to
]wdrk, and battled until- nooa, hauling “watery‘;q .cars and
dashing bucketfuls on the flaues, fiﬂallyv:extinguishing
them.

- Concerhied by these accidents, Representative liathan I.
‘Kendé@} of Albda (Governor of Iowa, 1921-1925), introduced -
a mining bill-in the 1902 .spring session of, the State. Leg-
iglature.*”It~prbvidedufor shot examiners, shot. firers, and
the spp;nklingsand~dampenihguof‘all roadways.and‘passéggways
to reduéé»the:dangeruof explosions.

;‘Kgndqllféwas alse;a - supporter  .of the movemnent to;es;

tabliéhaa”hospitalfWhere‘the”many“accident casesy-as well as
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sick patients could pe . cared. 'for.w=Dr}»ThomaSJEPnest-Gutdh;
who 1nher1ted hlS father‘e ‘medieal practice ih- Albia at the:
turn of the century, in association with. Dr Marney of Hite-
man, founded the liner's Hospltal at the G. w, Hartsuck home
West Alpia in October 1913. Starting-ﬁithﬂ three “nurses

dnd 12 beds, the hospital was intended for . ‘miners who. : Were;
not able to pay Ior hospltallzatlon elsewhere. : By ~pay1hg a '
small menthly.chargeinhe miner and his family could ‘obtain
thebneeeseery_attep}iopt . Soon 2,000, miners weére subseribers
to the hospltal, which ' was moved-.to...larger ﬂquarfefs,“-By
worklng with mapygegfferersdfrom (ming’accidentsy Dri-Guteh
gained experieiice which won him recognitiop as a leading'z
spec1allst 1n tne setting of  pack fractures. “He was amed
medical head_for the 13th.District of the- United Mine Work-
ers of America,,Wbiqb,establishedgpermanént”heaéqﬁartéfsZaat
albia in 1011. .. S FE A AN |

One of the last mings to be opened in. monroe- County was "
that establlshed 1n 1917 by the. Maple~Ceal-Gompahy, headed':
by Hugh ;hpler,pppee;dent,- liore familiarly - kiiown aei'Maple;'
the place was named Waniock by ..Shuler; after the Scottish’
town in Whlch hlS mether had been.. born.' The mine was sunk
espe01ally to furnish coal for the NLorthwestern Railroad,
and was equippedvto_prqducevonly,.locomotiveﬁ coal. It con-
tained nope.of tpe"ppuehersAanddscreens' Tequired’"for com~
mer01al sizes, The oytput. was»l 0QQ. toAs ‘a’ dayw

Wanlock prospered for . seven yéars -and the’”pcpulétien

_reached SOO, ‘including many .negroes, and-some "Engligh ‘and
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'Italians;“ In'i924*afdispdﬁe”beﬁﬁéen'thevmine officials . and
those of the rallroad caused ‘the latter to- aease -buyiag coal.

~ The mlne, far from worked out, Wis shut - down for.want of a

’ ‘ .
[ N

.market.-fgi o ?"":'
i Almost« overdigﬁ£5 Wwaalock - became -a ghost . towns The
tléple, cars -and ‘cage were 'abandoned Just as they were; also
tne 103 houses, store, school, and two ‘windmills. . A ferce
enclosed the area,'wnlch was vlslted daily for. ten years: by

;va caretaker. Tne houses were sold ‘for wrecking in 1935.

‘ In 1984 MOnroe Counoy s coal’ production. was 1,085,333
tons valued at ¢3 049 OOO out of ‘an Towa -total of 5,468,450
tons. A T
: Tnen the local 1ndustry besan to deeline; fields "played .
tgout" and durlng labor dlsputes eastern firws: took:over: : mar-
~ketlng contracts for Moaroe comyanles “which permanently dis-
posed of the latter's interests. Camps were . .agbandoned "al=-
most, overnl ht. 'ﬁoﬁses;'stores,Jand schools:fell to. ruin,
;”Whlle weeds over ran thé streets. Setweern 1920 and 1230, in
partlcular, a wholesale decllae“ln-the'countylsiupopulaﬁdon
was caused by thé - migration'of”-minersnto more: promising
fieids.'ﬁio 1937,i1éés than 200,000 tons were inined . in.the
'csa;at'y. Sl s

The once teeman boom-camp of' - Buxton ‘had returned into

\Wasteland Tike the rest, out in’ 1030 .its: JGpemory - was.recalled

by the "Buxton Reunion.' . A1l former: ‘workers.: there, both

;;whltes and Negroes, were 'invited to ‘return for a days -~ hark-

. ers wer e put up where the stores; churchesy aud:schools pre-

!




viously stood. A program of speeches and amusements - w.s

arranged, and the reuniou was ~scheduled ‘to be held. . every

year on the first Sunday in September, weather permitting.
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CHAPTER 11

THE TARLY TWE.TIZTH. CELTURY

' The twentieth centufy uéheréd in a period‘ of growth,
organization and prosperity to Monroe County. The mining
industry was at its height and other businesses flourished
accordingly. Albia was proud of its "manufacturers' Block!
on the public square where the Stitch Carriage Painting
Works of Chicago was located, with blacksmith, harness,buggy,
hardware and furniture establishments nearby. A slogan was
coined: "Listen for the whistle and watch for the big sign
on 'The ljanufacturers' Block.'®

In Movember 12901, voters decided to build a new court-
house costing 375,000 -~ an amount later increased +to
$100,000. The cornerstone was laid on the site of the orig-
inal building on August 29, 1902. The finished edifice of
gray sandstoue, in the mixed style used by governments in
this period, was dedicated Octovber z&, 1903.

War veterans!' organizations kept alive the spirit of
military service.” Voluanteers from wonroe County had served
with the 81st Iowa Infantry during the war with Spain --
among them Fred D. Jverett, George Duncan, Charles Crowell,
Ed. Alford, llathan Russell, Orville Welt, Ralph liason, Henry
Longnaker, Joe Reynolds, Elmner iarver, Hugh Dennery, Harry
Bumston, Charles rorman, and Ollie Liock.” The regiment’ left
Des loines June 5, 1898, and after service in the Philip-
pines reached home axain wovember ©, 1892." uock died while

in camp at San Francisco.” The Jons of Veterans of the Civil




War met and organlzed Camp Damlel Anderson December 3041901,
>named ior the colonel of the Flrst TIowa -Infautry.  The :*Towa
Fatlonal Guard Armory was . dedlcated ~June. 27.4:..1908, -when 300
pereons attended the openlng mllltary ball...

' The new BurllngtOh Rallroad station ai Albia was’ opened
in January 1902, after the .route ‘had.spent $20, OGO .. for sub-
utantlal local 1mprovements.. ﬁhe_ townspeople showed-their
appre01at10n by pav1ng the street 4rom the . town square 1o
the station. The Iowd Central and Wabash . railroads erected
a new ¢1a 000 depot at Aloia, which opened ‘for = service in
the sprlhg of 1904.' In the.“ame year the m0nroe-County:Gébd
Roaas Club was organlaed under the - directiom of'Dv 5v Ljon,
otate oecretary of the Good Roads ioveuent ..

| .Theﬂ Albla lerary A55001at10n was - est;blished'»inirDéi
cember lOOl at the home of Lrs. G Ce licCormick. '~ Books Tir=-
culated at the rate of lO cents 'a week per book.:w On - July
23, 1905, the assoc1at10n trdnsferred its: good: willvand' cur-
rent funds to the Albta Publlc Library-. uround on-which* "to -
build the $lO OOO llbrary donated by Andrew Carnegie was
supplled 1n‘ may 1906 by J , 2. Bvans, owner...of the’ ~omokyv
Hollow coallmlne, who bou nt; a 93,000 1ot .nd presented it
to the town. ‘vw’ ey

Durlng thlb period,‘eeveral leading district conventlons"
were held at the MOuIOC Louhty geat, most- of them at the new:
- hlnb Opera Hoube.- Thdt btPUCLULe, built by Dre. 3. M. thg,
was of “flne gray bzlck, mlth a main. entiance floor of - ko=

Salc marble, le eAltS and sta e;, dimensions .30-x 56 feet",
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]‘large enough to accommodate "norses, cattle,'and “threshing
machlnes should the acts demand it. “- o B
Monroe County resldents part1c1pated 1n the annual Towa
£is teddfod, an-’ anclent 1nst1tut10n that ‘had its rise in
,pWales in the twelfth century to perpetuate Nelsh mu51c. rrom
:the beglnn1n5 the celeoratlon 1ncluded contests 1n' poetry,
, 51ng1ng, a.1d harplng, but by the nlneteenth century the em-
f,ph351s was on 51ng1no. Jherewer Welshmen live in suffxuent.
numbers, the e1steddfod is observed. In Monroe County, ‘the
especlal ”strOngholds" were in Albla and nlteman.' Ambitious
ch01r leaders would spend 'veeks in tralnlng and developlnb
,contestants for the competltlve choruues in tne hOpe of win-
ning a part of the' several hundred doll1rs subscrlbed'for
i;prlzes, The celebratlon of the elsteddlod, a'one-day fes-
l»tival, was held each Thanks 1v1ng Day. ‘The last‘ one in
»vAlbla was held in tne old Klng Theatre, about l920
haf‘ Warm weather orought carnlval week, sponsored by the
merchants, when Albla was ”strlctly in 1t, with shows and
,wgames éalore‘" The entertalnment lasted seven days and as
a”a respectable 1nst1tutlon with no toubhs, or if they are,
they are Kept in the background,t Advertlsed attractlons
included a "colored people's" plantatlon soug and dance, a
Jmov1ng plcture vshow, a glass-olowers' tent two fortune-
tellers, a regular c11cus, two ”baby-racks", a chance to get
y50 cents.”lf you can hlt a mo;ney”, a Ferrls wheel, refresh—
.hment stands, a trlck blcycle rlder, a larlat thrower,.?and

?lots of other thlnbs, all in the stJeets and eady,for pat-

ronage.!
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The Chautaugua réadhe& Albla in the sunier of 1900, when

ithe "Hig-tent!" was stretcned in the Clty Park a'site-donat-

eduby-the'01ﬁy“council. The speaker ol the openlnb day “was

Wilkiam~'Jeﬁﬁinos Bryan, "bllver tonrued : orator of ~the

“Platte." Richuiond: Pearson Hobson, hero of the Merrlmac, Wwas

“+ another lecturer, whlle, accordlnu to tne Albla Repub11Can,

.or

~Wthe olg'drav1ng-card oh the crosang eaJ was the address of

. 8easons.

Governor iLa Follette of- WluCOdblﬂ, who endered a moat able

discourse oz his favorite topic, polltlcs' .to.

,.«,,. BRI

- large and

attentive gudience.!

Unfortunately, such unulsputed attractlons falled to ini=-

surie the - fluan01al sdcéess of the Lhautauqua, whlcn closed

“withia rdeficit Of ‘about $700. ] modest admission’ prlces had

«ﬂbeenﬁfcharged”—if25”fbeﬂﬁsncsineles, »l. bO season tlckets.

g

Free: 1nstruct10n in vocal muslc e d offered as an extra in-

.

‘ducement ' t0'all ‘Buyers of :season tchets. Tne Chautauqua

wasweontihuedy“H6WEVer;7and uosequeutlf nad very oUCC@Sbel

bl

R TP s Gl e ad il WARY
AT ter several yeéars of” coasideration and negotlatron,

the people ©f AlBia Voted €0 Laintaih a - waterworks SJstem,
vandfto=authorizefthe”'Eitﬁ{66unéiivt6"is sue Donus for the

s purpose i A Take or* reserv01r was es tauli ned one aud 'one~

AR E

v hadf miles northwest of 11018, with'a - draluape area of - 64b

- dcresy mostly: Dluecra"“-paétureL"Tne dam, w1th a helrht of

capacdty. & ih L K

¢425‘fee%5f eﬁtendeHJSOdffEEt acrOss a~vaileya The storage

tovier was.-builti 125 féet hlgh W th a taak of lO OOO gaiiohs



Singce 1376, when the ! first class of three. members had

- ‘been graduated,; the Albia high school system had systematic-
ally developed,:adding'music, art, and athletics to the.ba-
sic program, A $75,000-high .schoal - with gymnasium, stage,
.,andg;appragories was-built in. 1912.  Enpoll:ent was .increas-
. €d:-by the influx of miners' familics. Good rural and staad-
~ard schools .in the various townships of Wonroe County had a

total enrollment of more than 15,000 students. in 1S40.

E

"AiCycler'apd SqmevFires

A cyclone -struck the  western portiou of Monroe County
in the wake of -a storm on the .evening oft May 1, 1902:  An
o ugly . pank of clouds had loomed up in the southwesty and. soon
, & downpour : of rain and hail. fell, accowmpandied oy lightning
and terrific peals. of- thunder., . Half au hour later the rain
stopped,. but anpther ominous bank of.black clouds arose .aud
.9uickly formed intg .a. .funnel, which. 'swept across: Jackson
Township demolishing homes and barns. 3Several houses at
_Stacyville and Hitemah-were>wrecked¢aand_hérds of stock were
. scattered. One»hOPSé, picked up at the " Jim- Lutterell farm,
- was carriad‘a quarter of a. -mile, 440 yards, and: dashed to
. garth, a fence raii driven completely -.through its body.
- Farm implewents, telephone: lines. and all kinds of. property
were destroyed by the bycloue.and ensuing: fires but,féw in-
Juriles were spgtained, forvmqst people took refuge in . their
..storm dellars.»,Many;familiesw;powever, were. left destitute
of food and clothing, and were aided by relief .donations
taken up in town and nurai districtse

o
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:hThe:bﬁéiness .ééétién df ‘Albih was repeatedly ravaged
durlng the early l900‘s Oy flreb ‘which were fought with.dif-
flculty, ow1ng to the lack of EY mun1c1pal ‘waterworks. The
houe of the Albla Unlon was destroyed early on the mornlng
of Narch 3, 1900, and less than a Jedr later, Larch 3 1901,
the new offlces of the paper succumbed “to flames which de-
“troyed prlntlnb prebses,'ueveral huudred voluiacs of ‘a- lon-

roe County hlstory, a library, "and Bound volumes~'®f}f£11
‘ Albla newsPapers. ‘The 'UniOn was adble to contifte - publlca-
tlon from borrowed quaztels, w1th the ald of type and- pres-
 ses loaned by the Albla uews.‘r ‘ »
‘Albia flre flghters answered a call -at”the~'Hartéﬁbk-
Lewis block at l a. w. liarch 2 l9OB,'out whren’ the engine
broke down, tne blaae rafed 0i, Ldu51ng $25, 000 uamage.-
o AL 8 a. M., november *d 1903 ) v1slt1ng member -of the
bouthwest Ibwa Zditorial ASbOLlation, gettlng up 1o - procure
'more bedcoverlng, notlced a red glafe outside ‘his window.
lie at once g .ve the ‘alarm, &aHd  the' "Albia Fife-Company,
handlcapped by a OUIut hobe, dttempted to save +the" Love
BUlelhb and Dry GOOuu store.'"The Chariton Fire ‘Departient,
reb)o“dlng to a frantlc cummonu,:huffiéd“o%éfjfbihélp check
the fldmes, uut Dy tnen the léfée?"gart'lof ther -business
block th been ’ omgletely .razed.‘lfaéﬁty\éiéht mercaitile
flrms lost theLr bullﬂln5& and gtock amouutlng to $250,000,
‘about hali of 'whlch Wdo covefed by 1nburance; - Afterward,
olne of the conveutlon édf€bfs; reémarkied WaSplShlJ in his
columnn that his group considered Albia had given them f"ﬂan

unusually warm reception.!
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One of the worst of the fires was thiat discovered on the
nlsht of Aprll 2, l904 oy herchant Pollce Ofilcer Trimble.
Trlmble was maklng his Iounus wnen; P ss:mo the PerrJ block,

he helrd a sound of crackllng glass. A WlthW front heated
by mountlng flames, had crdshed to the pavenent. Trimble
‘sounded the alarm but the f1re spread qulckly because one
’;flre engine was et the factorj add tne other 1n need of re-
pairs. Beiore they could tdﬁ refuae, two men, Edward
Dougherty and Rlchard h. Iugham, were boried' in the debris
 of a falliag brlck wall. Iusnam was luedtliled only by the
chhurch keys in his pockets._ anee ocher men were critically
injured. The Charitod Fire Debarﬁmenf, hasflly summoned,
was delayed by blocking freighﬁ dfrains ahd d1d not reach
ioown' until 3 a. m. By ‘then‘local ”buchet brlgades" had
qdaterially checked the flames, bot the west half of the
south side of the Alola..scuare was razed with a property
loss of $lOO OOO oi wnlch ¢7U,OOO was covered by insurance.

Ten days 1mmed1ately foll0w1n the flre of Aprll 2 l904,
‘a Dean Steam Pump wus brou Zht to AlDla ano set up on a con-
_crete base in the 01ty flre house - It was not portavle, tut
could throw two stredms of water with great force.

Nevertheless, another serious flre occurred later in the
year, at 1 a. m. on Decemuer ld 1904, when ll firms in the
.Hennlon block suifered a COMblued lOoS of ed5 OOO

A clim.x to this llSt of conilabratlon> was the destruc—
plonwon Loyember o, 190b of the Western machlne Compaoy,

.manufacturers of the "Chieftain" line of farm machinery, in-
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cluding hay.loaders:andvfakes;n The compahy loss amounted to
30,000, with another $l0,000wléss:sustained“by Howard Flan-
agang. owner of the building. The whole county suffered when
~the recently established company, which had been maaufactur-
-ing 3,500. machines ‘annually, wmoved .to Otfumwa, instead 'of
.relocating in Albia. | ok

Albians were again.awakened by the fire sirén at.2:a. m.
-Jaauary.5, 1908y.when’a fireioriginating-in the storeroom of
‘the Hocking Supply Coumpany eonsusied the building 44 2 ' mass
of flames. One hundred wen at Hocking immedistely - volun~
‘teered to start meving boxcars, oné containimg dynawite; out
of reach of the firé.  warned of their daﬂger;ffhey scatter-
ed like guail and had barely reached safety wheén the c¢ar ekx-
plodeds Forty boxes, each . containing 25 sticks Of“&yhémite,
had blown up, driviug the trucks of'-the cars -four ‘feet ' into
the ground. Iroa rails were beut aad twisted, pieces of car
‘wheels were thrown hundreds of feet, and 15 railroad cars
were demolished or burned. Fifty houses at Hockiug were
démaged and members of more than 30 fawilies were injured,
although uo oune was killed. Losses .ere estimated at a tot-
al of $75,000. The shock of the explosion was heard 30
miles away. At Albia, stated the Republican, "the ringing
of the fire bell and the blowing of the whistle denoted that
something had happened, and tue.. the lurid sky in the direc-
tion of Hocking told the complete story. Buggies went to
Hocking that night by the hundreds.!

The albia Fire Departwent was swusoned to fight a seri-
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CCHAPTER 12 . & .ov 0 R R S L P s
. L.ON2OE COUNTY 1917»1940.. 0 e iyl R G

Durlng the Jears of the WOrld Wdr Lhd those 1mmed1ately

fellOW1nL monroe County wae stlll developlng commer01ally
1

and engoylng 1nuustr1al pPOSp@fltJ.; A con51deraole percent-

ag of the ”otate's coal was mlded there, anu new shaﬁts

were frequeutlj bunk Re deute of the communltles- banded
together for Red CTObo and patrlotlc act1v1t1es.i And, ap—
progrlately enough, ou Lay 30 l‘l?, tne granite squzre  aﬁd

etatue of the oolulers’ Monume“t, a CLVll War memorlal at

. A
- . A

Albla, was‘ unve;led 1n the couvtyurd. A' olgler, & feet 6

‘

1nchee tall tops the 27 foot & 1uch mOuument' The 1nscr1p-

tion at the baoe reads- ”Erecteu to the emorJ of Our Fallen

Heroes of lubl 1365 RERES

Cer

Monroe County furuished 363 soluie rs, 44 ealloro and 7

xnureesddﬁfilg the World War. 'Twenty one died of dis ease or
'ﬁouﬁae,”ofuﬁefe‘ killea.'in action. John Jeuele omlth who
'héé?é}ilisﬁéd*i}i the m’ari@é corps in "dhiéag'o' June b, 12 17,
Awas kllled oeptember 14, 1113, wh¢le CdPP Jh; a ulspatch in
“the &t. mMihiel drlve.; e was the 11rst Albla man to die
T . . A . : . . £l e . Y
o%efseaé; W e

Otlb Turnef, a prlvate in Conpany m,ll7th Infenbry, was

RE >

later c1ted for extraordlnary her01sm.1n dCBth neir Buelgny,
brauce, October 18 1915 ' WhEh hlS platoon wias held up by

an enemy macnlne guu post Prlvate Turner and a compaulon

v . i

'rushed an automatlc rlfle 50 deds throu h 1ntense Llre, set

I

1t in p051t10n,'aud put 1t efi ctlvel/ 1nto actlon. On .ov-
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ember 22, 1913, the Prince of Wales decorated Turner with
Great Britain's i.ilitary iledal in reeognitionmof“themeXploit,
Lieutenant Don Kreger, also of Albia, was awarded the French
Cr01x de Guerre Ior hls unceaslnd labor and sleepless n1 hts
durlna the flghtlng at Blauc lont from October 5 to 15 l 18
The flrst Amerlcan Le*¢0u POst in “ouroe COUutJ was 'or—
ganlzed Auéust lb, lu19 at Alola.;.Tt was tamed tne Horard
Cessua Post ‘lu honor of Jouug Cetsla,'of Albla, who nad en-
“llsted Aprll a7, l9¢7 »1tn tne esglneer corps : and dled of
pneumonla dt Calp Codd, Jemluﬁ, lew “exlco, December 20, lol7.
- Two leadlng flsurec 1u Io 1a publlc llxe, soth long 1den—

,

tlfled w1th Monroe County -- the Hoa. afayette Xoung (1543-

-

1926) ald the Hon. than T K Aoall (ldu3 leb) reached the
peaxs of thelr careers in the years Just orecedlog and fol-

low1ng the World Mar.

’

Lafayette Young, statesman cgd uewspdper publlsher, was

born_on a iarm not far from coonglle on uaj lO 1748 the

.

son:of JohnuYouog,_ooe of the first Monroe County settlers
;toicome west ffémhznaiaﬁé.“ Jntll he was 13 the bOJ attend-
ed wrnterb sessions at school, plunglug through the Snow=
drifts'along Gray's Creek to reach the classroom. Durlub
tne C1v1l War he had to support hlmself .nd bls mother by
worklng in the' woolen mrlis of A’enCJ Cltj and Eddyville,
' where he earned we per weeA. ne' trled to - eniist‘ in the
Unlon ArmYy in 136u, out W8 1e3 cted on account of his youth

and took a JOb as ”prlnter s oev1l“ 1r ﬂlola. ths 1utro—

duction to prlnter-s 1nk iesulted in Young‘s eventually
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learnlng to be both compoeltor and edltor. o
CAfter” 11v1ng in Des d01nes and Atlautlc, he‘ répiéééﬁtéd~
Cass County in the 3State leglslature, theh establlshed per-u
manently in Des loines as oubllsher of the C_g_tal, a dally
with a ‘circulstion of 800, ‘which he bought in 1890.'W B |

‘”Lafe" YOung, as he was affectlouately k;own cerred two
wars as correspondent ‘for hlS paper. ‘ih 1398 Whlle fol-
lowing Major Gemeral Shafter's campalgn in Cuoa, he became
acquainted wWith Cols Theodore Rooeevelt. '15 a result,y dur-
ing ‘the Republlcan Iatloual Lonvehtlon atb Phlladelphla.“ih .
1900 "Lafe“ Young ‘nomlnated "the Rougﬂ Rlder" for V1§el¥
PreSidehtﬂﬂ'He went to ;/ashlngton in 1910 when app01ntedi'
Jonathan P. Dolliver's successor to the Unlted otateslsenate’

‘ Traveling abroad to study agrlcultural problems, Young
was in Eurdpe at thé’ outbreak of the Jorld Var, and sentw
llvely dlspatches oack 'to the Qggltal.: ﬁlé act1v1t1es cul~.
mifated in-nis arrest by the' Auutrlans‘;as a ”spy i for thezu
name’ "Lafayette" had aroused “their susplclon that he Was ‘ih
reglity a French esplonage abent';'qfter the United tates'
entered the' war, Young became chalrman for the atate Coun01l
of - Defense  for" Iowa.l The ﬁnleht Order of Leopold II ”df i

{

Belglum Was ‘conferred upon him iori ralslng large funds 1n'

Iowa for “thie rellef of Belglan chlldren \

NEREVN

llathan E Kendall, Dorn March l? 1868, on a‘ farm near

ey

Greenville, Lucas County, ‘woved to Albla as ‘ar Joung man and,
having Téarnéd’ shorthand, entered 1nto an assoclatlon w1th

ey
To B Perrj,'veteran lawyer and former Monroe County pro
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cuting attorney. Kegdall?did,Perry's.ehorthénd*WOfk'forﬁﬁim
in exchaoge ;or_the.use of the :lawyer's’: oifice aad ' equip-
ment. o | _ e

‘ Keodall;.a Repuollcan, was admitted to ‘the ibdfiihnlméy
1839 ano”eoon after this eaply stert he served as?'oityi'et-
torney, county attornej,amdmmember.ofnthe State leglsleture.
'He had beoome koown as.a polished:speaker- Hnd was always " 4in
fdemand at various gatherings. i ..k ' '

Elected to Congreas in 1909, Keunda&ll - .derved untll 1913

;w1thdraw1ng from reuom1natloh_at that time or Hécount’ of 1ll
health.. He was. able, however, to accept the governorshlp of
Iowa several Jeals later, and acted as- chief executlve of
ﬁthe btate from 1921 ;to 1925. S

| Governor ald Mrs. Kenaall wog:the -deeg’ gratltude of the
people of Albla by preeeutlng theirishome “te the ' cuty £ the
use of the VOman s Club,<¢nd as a.community ‘centers ~'In’ 193d
K‘?r.ldall @9“’&11??1 a $10,000, addit.onto the-Albia Public Lib-
refy; afte; his death. in 1936 aunother U1ft of' 8 bOO oooksx
enlarged the lO OOO volume collectioma ol i SRS L

- As a memorlal to the Goveraor,.a -canary ‘marble seat 'aﬁé
a flagstone walk aere placed on theilawn Of- nis formér Alola:
home, now known as. Ken@all;leoemvmln:accordanue w1th hlS'
request, his ashes now rest. in.ai Urn undértthé flagstone"w
walk, aoout thlee feet in froub of the marble &éat.
\ The‘ uonroe Lounty Farm Bureau . was. first’ formed in l9l8u'

when 2OO members were eeoured Lo insure: afflllatIOﬁ w1th then

natlonal fEdePathH-,W&;t@;&yiounuyearsJthevrmembershlpﬁ ‘had
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.grown to 7QQﬁaudECountyaAgeﬁtharduer &nd-T «. G» Alloaugh be~
~ gad'to organize a Farm-lMesragement-and TRecord Club ' to teach
. ~boys: the business ‘silerof farming. 5 e ow oo
. '3ince k923 the : Albia Fall Féstivalk whas béen an “annual
<icelebrationy sporscred by the Commercial-Clubsg: it “includes
" three sgecial’ :eventsii~+ Farmérts - Dayy.- Miner's Day; and
LE3eRS0T Dagerc .t toot T e b Sn T el el G e
weh A new .dam*yfnrathe‘hciﬁj'Qf”Albfa,wbelieVeda'to%be'”the
.-~largest earthen ' dam : in the -3tatey.was Construicted' ~three-
Ceishtisof a milesbelew the old damy:'in 19245 Tt iy 7Ia-feet
~longy 214 feet wide, 47 -feet highy .o L
 The  Alpia‘Garden €lub-held -its first show. Lay 16, 1926
“at' the:home of Dr. 3. T Gray, who wasisaid t¢ hatve had the
:-finest'iulip.bedszLnAIowéfthatcséason%? Pl v
A Revolutionary war Veteran; william Crockett''(1747-
1. 1349),va cousin of-Davy Crocketty was-honored in August 1926

~.when the.setty Zane. Chapter of-the-Divii 'Ri-had his' remains

crmoved from. theé-John Wi Collins Farh soith of* Albia - to ‘the
2 Qak: View Cemetery+“*Judse?Du*MéﬁAhderéon~“héd7éwfhbtiVe‘ red
granite boulder weighing'2,600° pounds-hauled to the spot; a
“;plaquevwasiaffixed$ahd*dedibati@nﬁekérciseé&héid.
- TR Septemberof (18275 & julidéricollege was éstablished
-7kn the $75,0007Albia-Highidehool building. - liils liyrta Har-
ulow was the fir§t.déan, =amd w. H.ﬁFésGId“thé‘supéridtendeﬂt.
“During -the. sdpe seasdon .- aﬁnﬁw*éthieticﬁfieldf1eduip§éd'~With
both grandstand and bleagchers -w.d opededs v/ v 3. o

oionThe Loproe Coutity-Fair, following a tumultucud éxistence
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of fat jears, lean years, and.-no Jears at all, was  sold by
"the Sheriff of that colnty on'December 17, 1926, .The “Fair”‘
as sold, included what was =~ left.of -the . building Sy stands,
tfences, amphitheatef,'and race tragks the --buyer was Wf B
 fGriffith; reérésehting'"himSelf and :-other- owners _gf the
:igrduhd, who took .this means to satisfy in part their claims
for bzck rent. The buyers had no intentiop,_howevgr of
\Wréékiﬁg ihe"éqﬁipmeﬁt;‘but rather.of enlarging and Mimprov~
Aing ififofﬁfﬁture"eprsitlonsy: “ith this object.in mlnd,
'the ”F11r” was reorganlzed and memberships in the reguvenat—
ed association sold at 20 each,.aud.naw_olrectqqs_%ud_other
Jofficials were choéen,’ The first exposition, under the new
‘sét—ﬁp ﬁ?ékﬁeld’lduring*the*week-beginping' Augyst_za,;l927,
after which the Fair"Was*présented.as a pgym;uent: annual
‘EVegttéf'iaté’éummér." R P T PN PRI
| 'Durlng ‘the next decade-the Fadr. Grounds -were chosen as
the scene of %he”fiwe—daj'Annual;Méetnofithe .Towa State Fox
:Huntlng ASSOClathh, ‘where ‘enthusiastic. devqpeess of both
 Afox and 'coon hunts ‘céuld’ ‘pitch their .tents . freei_of charge
and entep ints the bu31ness:0fﬁtheyweek,,,ﬁgsgdgnts of the
_vicinii&u ﬁsﬁéliyhfdund"mOStﬂemgoymeui in;-pa:ﬁicigafing- in
'the bénEh  shOWiﬁéld'aflthe-1cdﬁrthouse; yaad.. . Local young-
' ~s£éfS, eSQécméIly, looked-fbrWandhtq.thisgqyen;,ah@ the sub-
¢ ;é§uéhtj‘péfédé'3when'”dogs¢'0f 2ll - kinds™ shown by their
,ybﬁfhfﬁiz ﬁéstebéﬁénd‘”mistresses.awere marched down Main
street to the 'tune. of & briss dand.: .

'Q;Thgl'hbon»hupt“was5also:Very popular. . Various +trailing
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contests were coaducted by actual. 'coon-uunting tests at the
Falr Grounds, with prizes given and ratings marked among the.
do s. | N ' |

After i934,many improvements- in schqolsjandwofher'pubiie
buildinés aedlgrognde, and grading, widening, paving or, re-
suffaeieg.ofJ streets were made 'througﬁoutkthezveouﬁfy by
means of PwA an WPA progects.f“TheJAlbiee"schoOlé{thﬁs‘-ae-
quifeé an .excelleut new. fieldhouse:- and*-éuditoriu@._q@he
drive for a good road system-initiated- 4% ‘Nohroe Couﬁt&liﬁ"
1934 resulted 1n ‘the gradudl additiow of 91,1 miles of per-:“
manent grade aud 62 1m1;cs of rock-surfaced hlghway, for
which 75,00Q eublc_yerQS‘of.roek were taken fromj  recently'
opened }quafries at.Lovilia, helrose, and “uddyville.. LearLy
190 miles of shlle roads. in the county were eonstructed be~vv
tween 1934 and 1939“

In leS & CCC Caxp was. established in Albia'”édd av WPA

pasturage progectfwugreet up in-the. Monroe area., auperv1sed

workers grubbed out brush :nd timber ofi ‘a 280-acre” tract and‘
built 50 check-dam and other improvements SO'thaf'the"ieﬁd'
might be uoed by the Govermnent .as'avdemonstration“effﬁese'
ture metnods. -
The demand for horses ;aud . mdles dn- the- Albié SéleefPa?
vilion %1rg be ~an to challeage the . supreu.icy of the ”Hefee;
less Age,” ior aulnale.uere auct;oned:d&ilyg both toﬁvioeai
purchdsers, and to DuJeLS for eastern maﬁketg. ’Early in
1936 a team of horoes brought 370, :hileftdp‘pfibe for oneié

was $177.50.
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An experimental {arm of about 495 aeresy three . miles
southwest of Albia,; was managed by the Farm Security Admin-
istration (formerly Resettlement Administration) to show how

depleted land could be isproved by “theé proper .application

of lime and fertilizer and b, modern farming methods. In

'rFovember 1937, 367 acres of land were acquired, the remain-

der the fOllOWlng January. ' WPa lavorers érected five neat
gray —palnted bulldlnﬁs, ‘a bmall houae modern in every detail,
admlnlstratlon offlces, a laboratory, a: corncrib, chicken
house and a garage. In the épring“of'1933, the ground. was
llmed 160 OOO to 130 00  trées planted, hedge-rows which
sapped the ground of winerals needed by Ccrops “were uprooted,

and acre: plots were laid out, ‘soute - -treated with lime and

~gome not so treated. Within due time, a good stand Of oats
appecred on the treated plots, while -those which had not

been-limed or fertilized grew éither nothling, or only a very

‘thin sticd of oats. The land treated by the WPA workers was

‘leased to farmers. In 1938,N5O acres- of oats yielded 3,600

_bushels, or more than-60 bUéheiSJyer~aCre o s0il: which - had

s
i
H

[

»previously;been‘almost entifely"depleted.

In the early sprlnr of 183¢, it was annouaced. that . Lion-

roe was the first among more than 40 cownties: in Towa to be

%'mapped oif by' airplane for "Goverument siis benefit cheCks}

letrlbutlon of the checks among the farmers began December

; dl 1939, and a total of POY, 595 .07 hHad been;’received .at

various points by January 2, 1940,

A community hall built at Melrose in 1639.was®the diréct
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vresuTt of the .excellelt snoﬁin~ made the prev1ous Jeqr by
the nlgh school basKetball team of tnat town. In MafCh 1937
the meerseA”Shamrocks" th won the honor of oelrg the flrst
Monroe County oasketoall team to quallfy for play in the
Boys' otate ngh School Jasketoarl Tourndment neld at Drake‘
Unlverslty, Dcs n01nes. The team made hlgtOPT when lt cap-
tured the btate champlonsnlp tltle and tropny dnd also set a
record for v1ctory, playlng 35 Jdmes; that season' 1nd win-
.nlng them all.' monroe Countf turned out almost en masse to
-welcome the home team, Whlch s oanjueted at the.A101a Com—
mercral Club March 30 1937 The4 Albld leh‘ ochool ‘ nd
Juniorhcoliege football lﬂd basxetcall squads; and tedms
from Loviiia 1nd Hlteman, were also , uests. Later, Capt.
Walter O Conner presented the state champlonshlp‘ trophy to
the team and the bmelrose Hl h ochool, and each ‘player“re-
celved a speclal award. .“"‘“ o | ' s
Wheh the communlty nall was bullt at MeerDe 1n 1939
under PWA ausplces, a large Jart was devoted to a gymnas1um
Iand audltorlum where the ”ohamrocks" could praculce 'and
schedule games.; The bu.lldln= 'is 30 Ieet IOn and 60 feet

w1de, and is constructed of red DLlCK. The audltorlum seats

1, OOO persons.' The mOnroe Countd Ievs 1ssued a spec1al hel—

‘rose Homecomlng letlon on .oeptember 18 1939 to4oe dlS—
tributed at the time when the new hall was dedlcated. Oon
' the second eveningroffthe two- ddy celebratton, the basket-
ﬂoall stars Who. hdd won the Towa t1t1e ln 1957 ‘re-assembled

to;iay a dedlcatlon @ame agalnst the thletes of "Drake

University. e
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. Dr. and irs. Ross.had. established the first methodist
. Bpiscopal Church in Jowa at their cabin in Burlington Aprll

27, ldd&,e They.devoted years to bulldlog up the congrega-

. tiow and organization before moviung on to Lov1lla, where the

Rev. Dr. Ross preached until hlb death' Iu uay 1937, Meth-
~odist ministers: from Burllngton and A101a made a yllfrlmace
to.Lovilia to hold spe01al dedlcatorJ oerv1ces at the graves.

In 1835 the.Lov1lla methodaot Congwegatlon placed a
granite boulder wonument over the hltherto unmarked graves
of the Rev. William R. ROsS (1304—1085) and h1s w1fe, Latll-
da. liorgan Ross, (1316~ loda) ‘

Lovilia's business WS ,Llnulaoed 1n the late 1930' by
ithe demand for coal, aid, the consequent mlnlng and shlpplﬂg
%act1v1t1es. ~During the 1938 season, l BOO cars, loaded with
‘approx1mately 63, OOO tOub of" coal, were dlbpatched from the
Lovilia railroad station. A coal—procebelng c0mpany was or-
ganized. . in 1939, capable of aradlng l OOO to 1,400 tous
?daily. During . the 24 workinb_ days of January 1940 243
rallroad cars, of. coal mere.sent out over the Jurlln ton and
_ Wabash‘l;nes)wayenaglng a i traLnlOdd a day, whlle almost as
,much_wask‘hapled py_trnck,; Six coa; companles were, using
;LOV1lla us a, Dhlpplnb p01nt at tnat tlme. The payroll for

'~ the period from January 16 1o Feoruary lO, 1040 amounted to

. $20,300.
. Citizeus of Lovilia faced a. quandary during the liarch

‘}939,nelect;on;wnen;threen cgndidates for the same< post. on

;o1 the city ¢ il, Fred-Barnes. ¥ trd o -
; -\n?anlty-gqupcll?rEiEEiEEf“&§’-ﬂ10¥d~Dav+g¢ and:R. E. Studer
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,each received 132 votes. A fourth, Robsrt Zimmerman, polled
.131. The three. "tied" cauadidates: solved the iproblem:. by
agreeing tg,q,draw;ng;among themselves to -‘determine . which
~two should withdraw. from ¢andidacy.  Fred Barmes drew - the
lucky -niumber, and was declared legall, elected 1o the " Lov-
1lia City Council.

The Smoky Hollow Company took over thHe Hiteman mines in
1916. A new school. was built dn -the towwi, but was‘not ade-
quate Ifor the 600 pupils. The Baptist Church was rented for
the overflow, and nickraued "Corn Cob Collégeg“"1ﬁ31917 the
miners erected a library and wmaintained it by motithly . .dona-
~tions. Leonard D. Lvans, sow of Johu Z. Lvans, managed the
Lines until 1939 wheu they were closed, due to -underselling
by large concerus. The coal itself.was still abundant.

. A plot  to hold up the J3moky HollOW‘Compahy*s”Hitéman
m;ne‘payroll”was frustrated.on the outskirts offiAlbia;”on
April 10, 1935. Four Chiecago gahgsters were waitiug to force
‘the messenger car to the curb and -succeeded -in-doing so, but
were immediately riddled with bullets from a-groupéaf police
officers whose suspicions had i .some way veen aroused. The
robbers were captured and sentenced to 2b6-year terws at Ana-
mosa, while the honroe County sheriff aad the - Albia * police
departmeup‘wppg‘;auded;forftheir-aleftneSS'and timely action
Later, metal was.melted from. the. baudit ~guns  and used to
form plaques of houor which were. presehted to the leaders of
the capturing party..

~ The cessation of mining in Hiteman in. 1939 ¢losed, tem-
porariiy at least, a histor, of five decades., The first
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mine was sunk in  April 1890

Others were

opened until there

was developed untll 900 persoas

l 500 to 3 OOO persons were sadd

~-ity, ‘which

"needed no law" and.

some offense was committed, the

suspended

sentence from vork --

by the Wapello Coal Colpany .

were 12, and thea.iudustry
wefe ~employed. At times
to have lived in the vicin-
was not  incorporated. If

culprit,,received'a 30-day

~and that wus enough. lany

“subdivisions made up the town (each named after some person,

“incident

Hlll“ and "detlbt Row."

or

attrloute) ”owede Town" - "Dude :Hill" -~ "Store

btreetogr service was Mmaintained

‘oetween Hltenan and Al 1a, cars runniag every. 40 minutes.

In 1940 the &ffali

“istered from the headgaarters of

liine Workers of America.

of 14,000 miners .were being ‘admin-

Digtrict 13 of thé- United

The office had heern moved -to Albia

-from Oskaloosa in 1911 when W. H, Rodgers, who was - district
. } oo BN e

president, continued in office.

serv1ug at

~Other district. presidents

Albia were J. C. Lewisy 1217-1921; Joe llorris,

1921-1629; J. D. amlth 1949 193L; Frank Wilson, 1931-1939;

and Louls Boldrlnl, lu39~L The

entire. State of Towa, with

about 10, OOO m1ners, wes 1ncluded under -the  jurisdiction of

this area, w1th a prov151onal district cowmprising the north-

ern nalf of Mlssourl added 1n 1937

'A

A 'new communltv PIOJeCt took ;orm in Alpia. in 1939 ' when

the mlnlsterLal Assoolatlon, Llone' Club, Rotary Club, ‘Com- "

merloal Cluo, ”omen s Club,. Business. .and = Proiessional

Voiler 's Club, and kmerlcan Legion cooperated to initiate a

series of free puolic forums..
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gaged to appear on the various programs of the six weeks
series.

Zarly in 1940 uew automatic control signals were in-
stalled in Albila, at the intersection of Benton Avenue and
Main 3treet, and at Clintoa and A Streets.

ﬁearly a century has passed since the creation oi lMonroe
County. From a quiet wilderness, through turbulent years of
coal mining, it has steadily advanced until now it faces the
future as an energetic community where - agricultural, indus-
trial, a.ud social cooperation find full expression to the

common benefit.
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