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INTRODUCTION
THE WILDERNWESS

Crawford County, with its rolling prairies and hills
covered with blue-stem grass pastures, its fertile fields of
corn and grain, its well-kept farmsteads, quiet villagss,
and busy towns, lies in the midway tier of Iowa counties.
Its rivers drain into the Missouri River, to the west., Some
of the smaller streams hsve thelr headwaters in the hills
that rise above the wide Missouri valley and form the coun-
ty's western border. The Eoyer River, flowing 30 miles di-
agonally across the county, receives its Dbiggest tributary,
the Hast Boyer, at Denison, the county seat. The several
branches of the Soldier River drain the northwest corner,
the area where the hills are highest and most broken; the
Nishnabotna drains the scutheastern corner; and the head-
water branches of the Willow River, the southwestern corner.
Along the borders of the streams stretch practically all of
the natural timber, Here the 1Indian teepees preceded the
log cabins of the earlisst settlers..

Explorer's trails crossed the wilderness that was to be
Crawford County long before white men thought of settling
there., A man named Bowyer led one of the parties which
Plerre laclede, the founder of St. Louis, sent up the Mis-
souri River toward this region in 1763 +to develop a fur
trade with the Indians.

Captain Stephen VWatts Kearney's daily journal records
that he and his expedition crossed what later became Craw-
ford County in July of 1820 and made several encampments.
They had set out from Council Bluff (Fort Calhoun), Nebrasks,
to discover a direct route between that post and Camp Cold-
water at the mouth of the Minnesota River. This expedi-
tionary force crossed the Missouri and camped for its first
night on the east side of the Bowyer Rlver abhout a mile
above its mouth. They mrrched up the Bowyer River wvalley
for several days and on July 4 stopped at a spot elight miles
beyond the site of Woodbine, probably just within the limits
of Crawford County. Here they dined on pork and biscults
and drank mint julep toasts tc the memory of their forec-
fathers to celebrate the day. That was doubtless the first
Independence Day celebration within the confines of the fu-
ture Crawford County.

The day after the Iourth, Kearney's party marched on,
forded the Bowyer River near the site of Dow City, and then
proceeded northward over "very high broken hills with no
timber." Kearney was amazed at the extent of open prairie
and was convinced that northwestern Iowa could never support
more than a thinly scattered population. At that time open



prairie land was thought to be almost worthless., Doubting
that overland travel in this section could ever be practi-
cable, Kearney concluded that his expsdition had failed.

Indians lived and hunted in the groves of the county
for many years, undisturbed by white settlers until the pio-
neers of Kanesville on the Missouri started to spread out in
the unknown land to the east, following the Indians! =and
trappers! trails. At about the same time the citizens in
cagtern Towa heard the call of the wilderness that lay with-
in the confines of their young state, and the boundary of
settlement began slowly to move west to meet the line thaib
wds already advancing eastward from the Misscurl River.
These plonesrs conguered the wild prairie and gave to their
heirs the well ordered Crawford County of 1841,



CHAPTER 1

THE ANCIENT HUNTING GROUND

No one knows exactly how long ago the mound buildors
lived in Iowa, but the mounds they built for their dead and
for their homes are scattered in almost every eounty in Iows
on high promontories bordering the streams. Many of them,
however, have beecn obscured by grass or trecs, Iowa was afe-
parently the western frontier of these people, since none of
their mounds are found west of the Missouri River. Who the
mound builders were rermnins a mystery. Some authorities be-
lieve that they were the ancestors of the American Indian,
while others hold that they were an unrelated people.

Two groups of mounds have been found in Crawford Coun=-
tys both of them along the Boyer® River. One group of ninec
mounds, found on a plateau above the Foyer about five miles
south of Denison, 1s arranged in a semi-circle about five
feet above the ground level. A similar group 1lilies at the
mouth of Paradise Creek, The owners of the mounds have
opened a few of them and found human remains, indicating
that the Crawford County mounds were probably used as burial
places.

There were different tribes among the mound bullders
just as there are among the Indlans. The culture of each
tribe is 1indicated by the type of weapons, utensils, and
pottery later found in the mounds. The mound bullders in
Crawford County possibly belong to what 1s called the Glen-
wood culture, since mounds of this group are scattered from
Monona County to the Missouri State line throughout the Mis~-
souri River flood plain.

The length of the gap between the vanishing of the
Mound Builders and the coming of the Indians to this region
is not recorded in history. The Indians must have hunted
over the land for years, however it is unlikely that they
had any permanent villages in Crawford County. A slte about
four miles north of Vail was a frequent Indian camp, and
when settlers first came to the section that was later Craw-
ford County, the Sioux had not yet relinquished the area as
their hunting ground. Zven after the cabins of the white
settlers were scattered over the prairie, roving Wbands of
Sioux often returned to thelr former hunting land along the
Boyer River., It was a bitter experience for them <To see
white men trapping the otter and fishing in the streams that
had belonged to them and to their forefathers.

% The spelling took thils form at & very early date.



Much of the trouble between white men and Indians arose
from the Indian's conception of property. To him the earth
was a common mother to sll. Iand and water were zs fres &g
air and light. The Indian could not wunderstand why 2 white
man should want to call a few screcs his own and kcep others
from using it.

Settlers in western Iowa were annoyed by the freques
visits of the homesick Indians who begged for food from
thelr scanty supplies. The Indians came back to Crawford
County te hunt in bands of thirty to fifty families, Some-~
times, tired of their meat diet, they stopped at settlers!
cabins to beg or to trade furs for cornmcal, sugar, or to-
bacco.,

At first the Indians gave the settlers no real trouble,
but they grew increasingly bitter ¢s more ssettlers came and
freedom of mevement in the region once theirs was more and
more denied to them.

In the fall of 1851 Indian raids alsrmed the handful of
ettlers at Dowville and at Mason's Grove. Soon after Jsmes
Butler had come to Union Towrship a band of S8Sioux plundcred
the neighborhood cabkins. When MNrs. McCall, Butler's mother-
in-law, tried to defend thelr possecssions the Indians slape
ped her and took what they wented. At the Carpenter place
at Lost Grove, the ralders found the door closed agalnst
them. But the 12 raiding Indians woere too many for the two
defenders. They broke down the door and tecok many artieles,
among them a feather Dbed. Outside, they ripped open the
feather bed, scattcred the feathcrs to the wind, and carricd
off the empty tick.

Indian trouble began in earncst two years later. The
settlers, i1solated from one another in the groves along the
streams, had pald 1little heed to visiting trappérs who hnd
warned them that the Indians were bocoming hostile. Shortly
afterward, to thelr consternation, a band of Sioux camc #nd
camped two miles south of Dowville. They robbed nsarly all
of the cabins, and stole Jim Butler's pony. About twenty
armed settlers gathcred during the night and set out for the
Indian camp where the 8Siloux were roasting the pigs and
chickens they had helped themselves to during the day. W,
Jordan took charge and advised the men to shoot thelr guns
simultaneously, not only to surprise the Indlans but also to
make a noise that would warn  other settlers., The Sioux,
hearing this volley, broke camp unknown to the white men and
fled toward Mason's CGrove, The settlsrs did not wish to at-
tack at night end made camp. When they found the Indiuns
gone, they tracked the band by the hoofprints of James Lut-
ler's pony, They found that the Indians had plundscred homes
at Mason's Grove and fled., The posse pursued them as far asg
Des Moines before DButler finally got his pony back by bribe
ing one of the Indians to help him entice it away from the
Indian camps



Sometimes the early settlers met Indisnsg on their over-
land trips to market. Cornelius Dunham, the county's first
settler, took a Doatlord of dressed cattle to 5t, Louls
about 12360, but the river froze &and he had to return over-
lend, Dunham bought a pony and started back, sleeping out
in the woods when it was necessery; He met a Dband of In-
dians and bought a vair of moccasins from them;, Some tine
later he encountered another band, unfriendly to the first,
Immediately they noticed his moccasing and recognized tie
handiwork of their enemy. Greatly excited, they pointed to
the moccesing with angry gesticulations., Dunham, very caim-
ly ~— though he must have been quite afraid —-- pulled te
moccasins off and handed them to the leader, who at once
tore them to shreds., The Indians then presented Punham with
another vpair, made by their own tribesmen, This hostility
among the Indians themselves continued even after they had
been banished to various reservations. When small groups
returning to their former hunting grounds met, there was
- usually trouble.

In late August, 1862, a dozen fine horses were misced
in Crawford County, and a band of Indisns who were wandering
from the Redwood and Yellow Medicine Agencies tc the north
were blamed for it. A posse of 15 well-armed men was or-
ganized to opursue them and wecover %tiie horses, After a day
and a half of following their trall, the posse caught up
with them, The Indiang, feeling snfe, had stopped for a
noon rest and a meal near the mouth of Waterman Creek not
far from Primcher, The posse, although they were outnum-
bered almost two to one, decided to attack at once, The
Indians, caught unaware, leaped for Thelr guns and returnsd
the fire, but the heavy firing of the posse drove them To
their horses and they fied. DNone were killed, but several
were wounded and had to be helped to their mounts, By the
time the posse had returned tc their own hidden horses, the
Indians had disappeared in the direction of Minnesota with
the stolen animals, The posse returned to Cherokee and
Joined forces with a squad of soldiers there, but the horses
were ncver recovered,



CHAPTER 2

PRAIRIE SCHOONERS ROLL TO CRAWFORD COUNTY

When Iows became a state in December, 1846, the Sioux
st111 hunted along trails to the north of the recently re-
linquished Pottawattamie reservation, land that was to be-
come Crawford County., Many o»f the younger seftlers living
in the eastern counties that fringed the Mississipol were
feeling crowded and restless =nd ready to move fto new lands
in the western part of the Stnte. WNow that the Fottawatta-
mie hed sold their recscrvation to the Government, some set-
tlers were already living on the western boundary.

Storieg of the richness of the 1land that lay between
the settled part of the State, and the scattered homes of
the few settlers along the Missouri River, were seeping into
the eastern towns and villages, Settlement was definitely
moving west,

Among the many men looking west from the eastern coun-
ties was Cornelius Duizham, a stock farmer of Jackson County,
and later the first settler of Crawford County, Dunham was
well esteblished on his farm near Maguoketa, lowa, and
raised so many hogs-that he had been nicknamed "Hog" Dunham,
He had come to Iowa in the 1840's from Massachusetts, when
there seemed to be plenty of room in Jackson County., But
with sons growing up, he needed more land,

Hog-raising and butchering were both hard work in the
1840's, There were no sleek, fat swine in neatly fenced
yards., The hogs ran wild in the woods "and rooted for most
of their food., They had to be found before they -could be
taken to market, and each hog had to be examined to be sure
it had the farmer's own individual notch in its ear, To get
hold of one hog took a 1long time, Once Anscn Wilson, an
early settler in Jackson County, got hungry for pork. Since
every farmer did not raise hogs, he and a neighbor drove %o
Dunham's.

Dunham mounted his old pony, Salem, and rode through
the woods to find his hogs, which came only at his call,
Before he left, he concealed the two men in some bushes and
told them he would bring the hogs past their hiding place,
They hid for about an hour beforc they heard Dunham, calling
and riding toward them through the woods, He was followed
by a swarm of hogs, one of which he pointed out to the ~men
as he passed, A minute later that 'pig, shot through the
eye, toppled over, and the visitors hauled. him into the
bushes before the others ‘knew .what had happened, Dunham
dressed 1t and gave them half of 1it,
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When gold was dlscovered in GCalifornia 1in 1848, and
thousands of west-bound travelers crossed Iowa, Dunham de-
cided to settle on some of the Iowa land that skirted the
gold route., His sons and stepsons were ready to farm for
themselves and land was already hard to get in Jackson Coun~
ty, Dunham's trip to Crawford County was similar to those
of hundreds of other pioncers. In the spring of 1849 he sct
out in a prairie schooner, taking along his oldest daughtor,
Sophronia, to do the cooking, Franklin Prentice . to build. a
cabin for him and look after his stock, and Reuben Blake to
herd his cattle and hogs along the trail.

There is no rccord of that trin but one can well 1mag-—
ine it, Oxen pullcd thc prairic schoonor through milcs of
grass ‘trails unsettled except for an occasional cabin with a
friendly curl of smokc 1ssuing from the chimney. The two
1ittle Prentice boys sat on the scat beside the driver, and
perhaps now and then held the reins, Behind the wagon plod-
ded the cattle and the hozs which Reuben Blake urged on,
hour aftcr hour., Suddenly they came upon Cedar Raplds, a8
the oxon hauled the schooncr over the brow of a hill.

As the group stopped to look at the brick and frame
buildings of the town in the valley Dbelow them, the oxen
nibbled a flower or two, krowsing as they wrested. They
crosscd the river on the ferry, left the friendly town of
Cedar Rapids Dbehind and traveled slowly across a country
where thore wore only Indian trails, Now and then they mnmet
an Indian or a ftrapper, but there were few friendly cabilns
where the women could sleep at nipght, and they had only the
canvae-covered schoonor for shelter, No one knoWs how long
the trip took them, Reuben Blake had to round up a stray
cow or hog now and then; and when they made camp at night,
the men kept thelr guns at hand, rcady for any marauding
wolf or panther., Mrs, Prentice and Sophronia conkcd supper
on a campfire, roasting pralric chlcken or quall, and cook-
ing the food they hesd brought along.

It was ecarly summecr when they reached the grove on the
Eagt Boyer River which Dunham chose as his new home, Sur-
rounding the 300-acre grove was the rolling prairic, bright
with flowers., Bees were humming through the air toward rich
bee trees as Dunham strode around his claim, He had choscn
land along onc¢ of the rare timbered scctions of the prairie,
where grew bleck walnuts, burr and black oaks, hickorilces,
elms, and cottonwoods, Before he, his daughter, and Reuben
Bleke returned to Jackson County %o tend and harvest their
planted crops, settle up Dbusiness affairs, and bring back
the family, Prentice wss felling logs for the cabin and had
an enclosure made for the etock,

He built the cabin strong and sturdy. The dJdoor was a
single walnut slab, four inches Thick, and hung with hewn



wooden hinges. Hec was constantly busy, caring for stock,
shooting deer and wild fowl for food, and doing the cndless
0dd Jobs that had %o be done, Wild grapes were ripe on the
vines that climbed to the tree tops, the hickory nuts and
walnuts were falling, and the sumac was red before Dunham
and his family got back, Prentice had expected their return
soonecr, end he wag getting recady to leave his wife alone and
undcertake a long and dangerous trip on foot to Council
Bluffs when they came, The Dunham family soon moved from
the crowded schooner end wagon into the comfortable cabin,

The stock was safe except for a few hogs that escaped and
ran wild,

Onc of the things that Dunhiam brought with him was a
plow that in 1941 would scom cumbersome and heavy, It had
huge wheels attached in front and was 1lifted by a powerful
lever, but Dunham could hitch eight or ten yoke of oxcn to
it and turn over a good decal of ground for that day.

Crawford was one of the countics near Pottawattamie
County which reccived many of the Mormons who disagrecd with
some of the tenets of that church and left Kanesville (Coun-
cil Bluffs) to push eastward into the prairie wilds, The
first of these to come was Jcsse Meason, known as a mighty
hunter, He had visited the Boyer valley region in 1848, but
it seemecd so far away from all scttlements that he h~d re-
turned to Kanesville,

In June 1850, Mason and his family started out in an
ox-drawn schoonecr and followed the divide boetween Mosquito
and Pigcon creceks until they rcached the site of Denigon,
Here they built a bridee on which to cross the Boyer; 1t was
washed away and they built another, They traveled on until
they reached a beautiful virgin forest, 2,000 acres in oX-
tent, on the cast side of the Boyer about six miles Aas the
crow would fly from Dunham's, Mason wes soon jolncd by Nosh
V, and George J. Johnson, Calvin Horr, =nd the Levi Skinncr
family, fellow Mormong, Before Zlong this community was
known as lMason's Grove, Jcsse lMason's cabin, on the main
route to Council Bluffs, soon became the stopping place of
a1l who were sceking new homoes in that part of Western Iowa,
Mason was 1like 2 father to the now settlers and to all the
familics who Were pessing his way, Hc sholtered thoem, fed
them, and stabled their teams,

The settlement around Magon's home thrived, Bofore
five years had passed there was a score of cabins in the
grove and a fricndly intcermingling of settlers from Chio and
the East who hed joined the Mormons. A lMormon clder, Thomas
Dobson, Joined the group in 1851, and some of the eastern
secttlers accepted the Mormon religlon although no church
services were held, Two years later Elder Dobson porfor@od
threc marriage servicces, the first in the county, binding

.
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George J. Johnson and Elizabeth Ann Mngon, Noah V, Johnson
and Jane Mason, and Calvin Horr and Elizabeth Mowery.

At about this time the first Government survey was
made, Frank Rudd, a Mormon elder, brought his family %o
Lower North Grove, not far from the site of Dow City., Rudd,
a hunter and trapper, did not have to walt long for a neigh-
bor, A few months later, in March 1851, James M, Butler and
hig family came to Upper North Grove, and within a feow yerrs
Edmund Howorth and his sons and John Rudd, John Vore, Elder
William H, Jordan, and 3BenjJamin Gallena had scttled in and
around the groves, By 1855 the cabins of the Thurstons, tho
Carpenters, and the Strattons could be scen among the trocs
of Lost Grove, Carpentcr ran a broom factory.

Shortly after Benjamin Dobson had erccted the first saw
and grist mill in the county at Mason's Grove in June 1854,
Rufus Richerdson, E. W, Fowler, B, F. Wicks, and Clark Win-
ans joined the group at Mason's Grove, Chance brought Wicks
and Winans to the county. They had met Ambrose Richardscn
when they stopped at Panora, Iowa, in 1854 and he had sug-
gosted that they try Crawford County, which had just Dbeen
attached to Shelby County for civil government, Winans and
Wicks rode up the Boycr Valley to investigeste, but they ro-
turned to their families without making a decision, When
they started out the noxt day and arrived at a fork 1in the
rqad, Wicks, in the lead, called, "Which way?" Winans then
yelled back, "Set a stick up straight at the forks 1in the
road, Whichever way it falls we'll go.," It fell toward
Crawford County., Two days later they reached Dunham's Grove
and the next day, September 1, 1854, were in Mason's Grove,

The unnamed land comprising Crawford County was shiffted
from county to county. In 1837 1t was a port of the origi-
nal Benton County, Wisconsin Territory, In 1846 thls area.
was attached to Polk County for clection, revenuc, and Judi-
cial purposes, and in 1847 it was mede a temporary part_of
Pottawafttamie County, then co-cxtensive with the former In-
dian rescrvation. By the time the stote government estab-
lishcd Crawford =g one of 50 new countics in 1851, eight or
nine familics had built cabins in the growves along the Boyer
River, That Junc the Sisscton ~nd Wahpeton bands of Bioux
Indisns surrendered their claim to the Spirit Lake country
and the western part of the State was open to scttlement,

Crawford County, named for William H, Crawford of Vir-
ginia (onc-time Senator, linister to France, Secretary of
War and Secretary of the Treasury), was attached to Shelby
County in 1853 for Judicial, civic, and fiscal purposcs and
the next year was organized as Milford Township of Shelby
County,



Most settlers were living in cabins during the winter
of 1854 but one of them had for shelter only a sort of pen
covered with poles and hay and subsisted on what decr, wild
turkey, ~nd prairic chicken he could shoot. After the snovws
came and packed in his pen, it was sort of an igloo,

One or two settlers were living in even more isolated
parts of the county when the winter of 1854-55 set in., In
Nishnabotna Township, snow came before Henry Custer could
get to the mill at Mason's Grove to have his 12 bushels of
buckwheat and a few bushels of corn ground., Fortunestely his
cabin was finished, His wife ground thec buckwhecat 1in her
coffee grinder and made hominy of the corn, stinting her
family to make the grain last through the winter.

During the winter of 1854, whenever a few settlers got
together at each other's cabins or at Dobson's mill, the
only one within a radius of 30 miles, talk turned to the
possibility of a scparation from Shelby County. The people
considered it a nulssnce to have to travel to the BSholby
County scat to pay taxes, and cvery Dbachelor hated to think
of duplicating John Dobson's famous trip. Dobson had trav-
eled 100 miles to find County Judge Mansel Wicks of Shelby
County and procure a license to marry Lucy Winans, Everyone
agrecd that 100 miles was a long way to go for a marriage
license,

With the Government surveys completced, these plonecrs
were confident that more settlers would be coming, Word of
the county's fertility was spreading. The petition for sep-
aration from Shelby County was m~nde in 1854 and was granted,
The first temporary officers of the county were elected in
April, 1855, by 30 settlers who cast their ballots at Nicho-
las Friend's cabin on GCoon Creek in Fricnd's Grove, W, W,
Fowler of Mason's Grove, who kept store goods at hls cabin
on Newt Brogan's farm, was eclected temporary County Judge,

The deep snows of the winter of 18566-57 madc the set-
tlers of Mason's Grove glad they lived close, together, A
snow storm beginning on December 2 lasted three days and
buried the county under a threc—foot blanket. Some of the
isolated settlers were marooned in theilr houscs for scveral
days., A Mr, Didra,who lived about a mile south of .Denlgon,
and who had built his cebin on the south slope of a hill-
side, awoke to find his house completely covered with snow,
Even his garrct was crammed full of snow, While his family
shivered in bed, Didra "dug out, " He did not dare to build
a fire for fear the heat would melt the snow in the garret
and a flood would come tumbling down, Outside, he found all
but one of his oxen milling around in the snow, After dlg-
ging down as .far as he safoly could for the missing cow, he
took the handle of a pitchfork and prodded the snow at the
bottom of the hole, but he could reach nelther the bottom
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nor the ox, Later, he knocked the gable Dboards off his
house, cleaned the snow out of the attic, and built a fire
to thaw out hisg family,

At Denison, on the night of this storm, Jacob Seagrave,
a gucst at the tavern, called on a friend about a Dblock
away, When he had not returned at a late hour, the propri-
etor and other guests grew alarmed, One of them made his
way to the house where the young man had gone, and found
that he Nad left to return to the tavern., Seagrave did not
get back that night, although the guests wore out the ho-
tel's supply of tin pans, beating them in the hope he would
hear the noise above the roar of the storm and find his way
back, They ticd all of the landlord's bedcords togcther and
made a long rope to circle the hotel outside, but they still
missed him, The next morning the proprietor‘s son saw Sen-
grave's boots sticking out of a drift not far from the tav-
ern and pulled him out, Eis fcet were frozen so badly that
Denison and Jason Whitinger walked to Oouncil Bluffs to get
a doctor for him, Two weceks lr~tor the two men returned to
Denison with a Major Grant, a retired army physician, Sca-
grave suffered the leoss of both feet but he lived,

The cattle, allowed to run loosc during the three-day
storm, straycd to the grove Just outside of Denison and the
owners had to dig a path to them to bring them home. A herd
of 75 deer remained in this grove all winter, A thaw early
in January was followed by a freeze that glazed the snow
with ice, The deer, bresking through the glaze and floun-
dering in the deep snow, were casgy prey for the light-focted
wolves, which slaughtered many of them, During the Dbiltter
cold many decer and c¢lk starved, Sometimes, years later,
settlers would find a blanched hecap of deer or elk bones in
a secluded valley wherc a herd had perished, either buried
or starved to death in the snow,

In Union Township, another centcr of early settlement,
two men named Dow and Comfort, in great nced of flour, put
sacks of buckwheat on a hand sled and hauled them to the
ridge road, From there a neighbor, John Vore, took them to
Dobson's mill, The bottom roads were under snow drifts all
winter 2long., In March, 1857, the snow was still deep but
supplics were running so low that Comfort agaln took his
hand sled, made and attached a long tongue, then hitched his
horse to it and drove to Council Biuffs for groceries, The
trip took him more than a weck,

The hardships of pioneer 1lifc forced many of the sct-
tlers to consider pulling up stakes and going back %o a
gsafcr part of the United States, but Benjamin Dobson had
faith in *he now country and 1laid ocut a town on the farm
land of John and Lucy Winans Dobson. Dobson's newly platted
settlement hed settlors but no buildings, whilc Denison had
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a store, a hotel, and a few cabins, but scarcely any sect-
tlers. By the spring of 1857 Dobson's town had a post of-
fice, named Boyer Valley, with Dobgson as postmagter, The
town was called Bloomington, Mason's Grove, ~nd Mason City
in turn, but all these namcs were discarded because there
woere too many other towns of similar names. The townspeoplé
then tried Beloit, but there were alrecady several Beloit's,
Finally someone suggested changing the "B" to "D%, and the
town became Deloit.

In spite of the fact that Indian scarcs h~d made some
people in the county give up their homestecads and leave, De-
loit decided to hold a county-wide Fourth of July celebra-
tion in 1857, This was the first in the organizgd county,
After the cost of a flag had been taken from the $14.70 col—
lected for the affair, the rest of the money was turned over
to the women, who used it to prepare a dinner for all who
attended, When young and old were gathered around the feast
which the women had spread on long tables set under the
trecs, secveral of the settlers played stirring airs on their
fifes and drums and cveryone forgot for a time the priva-
tions and dangers of frontier 1life,

The third section of the county to be settled early was
in Union Township, Edmund Howorth paid the first taxes and
hed the first 1land decd in 1853, The first group of set~
tlers had come to this area, however, shortly after Jesge
Mason and his family arrived at Mason's Grove in 1849, S, E,
Dow was on his way from New Hampshire to California when he
gave up the attempt at Council Bluffs and turned back,

Attracted by the fertility of the Boyer River valley,
he bought 1,860 acres in Crawford County in 1854, The next
year he hired men to mow the prairie grass, ncver Dbefore
cut, on the site of the present Dow City. Here he bullt
what the settlers called a 1luxurious 2log cabin, When his
wife and daughter Joincd him in November, fat stock grazed
on the prairie surrounding the cabin, He importcd a palr of
Shorthorn cattle in 1856, =nd began to breced them, later de-
veloping a fine herd,

During the first months, when his wife's lonellncss
made her want to return to a morc settled country, Dow stood
in the cabin doorway, pointcd to the Boyer River valley, and
predicted that soon a railroad would come up the wvalley,
bringing- scoras of ncw.pcople., But the scttlement remained
a farming community for more than a dozen ycars.,

The carliecst piloneer activities flowed around these
threc settlements, Denison, Deloit, and Dow City, Cabins
could be found in most of the groves along the streams; Oak
Grove, Coon Grove, Buck Greve, =nd others, During the first
half dozen years most of the settlcrs had to make the 80~
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milc trip to Kancsville for their own supplics, W. W, Fow-
ler Xept a small storc at Denison, but the storckecpers
themselves had to make the long trip to Kancsville, the Mor—
mon town, for their goods,

The early settler in Crawford County hed to depend upon
himself for everything, But thc strcams were full of Tialy
berrics and nuts were plentiful; and prairie chicken #nd
quail were abundant, After the first yesr the garden usunli-
1y provided potatocs, onions, squash, and pumpkins, There
was wild honey in the bec treecs and sugar could be .boilcd
from the sap of the maples. Deer were still numcrous and
thore were some clk,

In the winter timc flitches of bacon and rings of dricd
pumpkin hung from the rafters of the cebin, and the powdaer
horn and rifle were kept on the wall within easy reach, When
sugar was obtainable grapes, strawberrics, chorries, rasp-—
berrics, gooseberries,and plums were put up., On the cotdest
winter nights, all the coon and ottor-skin robes that the
family owned were spread on top of the beds in the »rafter
room to kecp the children warm, :

Getting ready for winter was a big Job. Much time was
spent in procuring simple things likc water and wood, for
the family mightu be snowed in for deys, miles away from any-
one else, Wafer hal to be hauled by the barrclful from the
nearest spring vo5il A well could be dug, Trees hed to be
chopped dcwi For fuoel and hauled home, A winter's supply
meant many doys of nard work, When the flour bin was scraped
clean, father leoided a wagon with wheat or corn and traveled
from ten to thlrty miles to have it ground, When he got To
the mill he quite often found a half-dozen ahcad of him, and
they swappeld storics, pitched horseshocs, or fighed whilec
waiting their turns. Father would rcad an old Council Bluffs
newspaper at thz mill, too, if he was lucky cnough to find
one, When hc got homo the whole family and somctimes the
neighbors gathored to heer what had happencd in Washington
during the past months, or to get the local and gtete ncws,
Farmers came to the mill at Council Bluffs from Cherokee,
Smithland, Mapleton, and Ida Grove, and each brought his own
news to swap for whatover the othors had to tell.

In the fall the hogs that had run wild all summer on
the range of unfarmed, unfenced prairle were rounded up,
butchered, dressed, and loaded into A wagomn. Then father or
big brother geo~hawed the oxen and pulled out for Council
Bluffs, At night stops were made at some friendly settler's
cabin if theat was possible, Father wes lucky 1f he got
$1,50 a hundred pounds for the hogs, Then he did well if he
could get coal oil at $1.40 a gallon; matches at ten cents a
boxs occasionally wheat flour (a luxury) at nine cents a
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pound, and a dress longth of calice or woolon cloth from
which mother could meke a ncw dress or sult for the tallcst
child, 01d clothes were cut down for Johnny, then Tomnmy,
and then Bill., Ench grrment had to be worn as long as thore
was any wear in it, Clothcs were bought for warmth and long
wear,

Denison, even in the 1stc 1850's, was etill a three
days' ride from Omnha, Therc were only five bulldings in
the town —-- an unfinished courthousc, the Denison Hotel with
its six unfinishcd rooms, a one-room school, ~ store, and a
private home with only on¢ room finished, In Burnt Woods,
at the top of the divide just above the tiny scttlement, was
"Fort Purdy", Purdy's strongly built log housc. Here the
settlers in the vieinity gnthered in May of 1857  when a
group of familics from Ida Grove fled to Magon's Grove on
reports that a band of Indinns hed burned Smithland, This
and other Indian troubles hed mede the settlers fearful and,
aftor a number of unpleasant cxpericncrs prior to 1860, many
rcturncd to their former homes,

Deloit was too closc to Denison to grow rapidly, Ma-
son's Grove and Dobson's Mill lay across the river from Den~
igon and there was no bridge until 1880. In August, 1858,
John A, McIntosh, a Mormon cldrr from Gallend's CGrove, vis—
ited Deloit and held the first church service of the Latter
Day Salnts at the little Deloit schoolhouse, He was onc of
the missionariecs of the rcorganized Mormon Church that took
form after the dcath of Joseph Smith in 1852. Four years
later a Mormon Church was organized with 11 charter membors
and Flder Thomas Dobson as resident pastor., During the
1860"s therc were ncarly a hundred Mormons in and about De-
loit, and the 1ittle church held scrvices in thrce differcnt
schoonlhnuses on alternr~te Sundays until a brick chapel was
ercetcd at Deloit in 1866,

A lectter telling about the expericnces of Mrs+ Lillie
Newton, who came to Deloit with her parents at about this
time, was publishcd 1in the Denison Rovicw on February 1,
1940, "On April 26, 1864," ghe wrote, "My parcnts and my-
gself arrived at Deloit in a covered wagon,,.lf we ran out of
candles, we put some grease 1n a small pan and rollecd a
strip of cloth in a roll and 1lightcd 1t, We saved cvery
serap of papcr ~nd rollcd them into tapers and used them to
1ight our candles and save matches. Our starch wnas grated
potatocs boiled and strained, and 1t was fine. When we ran
out of soda mother would open the side doors in our kitchen
stove and hunt for thosc pretty white =shes which dissolved
in hot water and our biscults werc 1light and feathery,"
Mrs, Newton also mentioned their troublus with grasshoppers
and prairie fires, "

14



Life in the village offered chiefly the advantages of
close neighbors, school, a ILatter Day Saint and a Methodist
church, and the tiny businsss district on Main Street at the
top of the hill, The town, in 1868 a good trading point for
farmers, had two sawmills, two flouring mills, two stores,
and several mechanic's shops.

In 1859, the year that the Crawford County courthouse
was completed, the first rails of the Cedar Rapilds and Mis~
souri Railrocad were 1laid from Cedar Rapids to Boone., But
the Civil War halted the work and Crawford County had to
wait seven years more for its first railroad,

About the time the War broke out the ladies of Crawford
County were very much concerned with the "hoop~breakers" at
the county courthouse, A neat fence surrounded the court-
house yard, but the gate was made of round posts, set like
ninepins so that stock could not get through. Gentlemen
could easily enter between the posts, but ladies' hoop
skirts could scarcely squeeze through., The lady frequently
had only the choice of c¢limbing the fence to save breaking
her hoops. It was often necessary for women to do business
.at the courthouse, and it took more deft management than
most women possessed to get the hoop skirts through the
ninepin gate; so the board of supervisors ordered a stile.

The railroad was still several hundred miles away when
Crawford County voters gathered in schoolhouses throughout
the county to cast a majority vote for Abraham Lincoln, Then
several’ weeks passed before the pony express mail brought
back word of Lincoln's election. The great excltement that
engulfed the Nation when war was declared scarcely touched
Crawford County. Isolated not only from resources for news
but also from food supplies, the settlers had their hands
full in taming the prairie, A%t the first war meeting held
in August, 1862, two men volunteered for service, Later, in
December, 1863, five out of a total of seven volunteers were
accepted, They started to Fort Dodge on New Year's Day, 1864
in 2 sleigh drawn by a four-horse team., The overloaded
sleigh broke: down and they had to return in 40-below zéro
weather for another., The two sleigh loads of recrults joined
others in Fort Dodge on the fourth day, Two weeks later, in
company with still others, they started for Davenport, Twen~
ty men from Crawford County (20 per cent of the voters)
served in the war., Before the war was over the county had
to borrow seven or eight hundred dollars at 10 per cent in-
terest to provide the $300 war Dbounty for each Crawford
County volunteer.,

On the TIowa frontier, the war years brought more con-

cern over the increased Indian hostilities than over the
pettles to the southward, Rumors of Indian massacres in
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Minnescota furrowed new lines of worry on the faces of those
responsible for the safety of the communities, znd the coun-
ty commissioners hired scouts to patrol the most exposed
Arcas,

During the early 1860's Indians still came to beg, or
to steal if the opportunity presented itself. To the north
there were serious Indian depredations, and many settlers
feared to leave their families in such an unprotected coun~
try, espocially since most of the soldiers had becen withe
drawn to fight in the Civil War. One carly settler esti-
matcd that about one~fourth of the population hud left the
county.

The end of the war brought railroad facllities,an in-
flux of settlerg, and the establishment of a number of now
villages. Onc of these, Vestside, wes at first settled al-
most entirely by Civil War veterans.

The original Crawford County was enlarged Dby one tier
of townships on its western boundary in the fall of 1865,
following an election nhcld by Monon2 and Crawford countics
to determinc whether the boundary should be changed. Short-
ly afterwards, most of the townships worc surveyed and di-
vided into scctions.
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CHAPTER 3
FOLLOWING THE PLOW

Cornelius Dunham, the first settler in Crawford County,
was a farmer.. He brought with him a drovce of hogs, intrc-
ducing the product that has become one of the county!s
steadiest sourccs of income. He shipped the first caottle
and hogs to Chicago in 1861. In November he rounded up some
200 hogs and 20 head of cattle snd herded them to Marshanll-
town, the ncarest railroad point. A fow farmecrs at this
time haulcd hogs to Council Bluffs or to Sioux City wherc
they were used locally or shippced down the Missouri River to
St. Louls, but most of * themwaited impatiently for the raile
road, then slowly approaching. During the decodc before thoe
railroad actually arrived, fow newcomers came to the county .
Thosc who were already thore struggled along, hauling pro-
duce to markets 80 milcs =way to gct what little moncy they
could each yecar.

Isolated here and there in the southern part of the
county, and congregated more closcly togothor in the contral
part, the first comers secttled in tho groves along the Boyour
River that cut diagonally through the county. Thc rich bos-
tom land was lush with prairic grass that waved higher than
a child's head in many places, When the ncw farmers arrived
in the spring or ecrly summer, often thelr first thought was
to break a bit of ground whilc the family 1lived for a few
wecks longcr in the covered wagon., A few potatocs, a 1little
corn, buckwhoat, turnips, onions, and pcrhaps pumpkins werce
planted, for thorc was always that first long, hard wintor
to plan for,

\

Often, however, the cabin was the first concorne If
there were any neighbors within ten miles, thoy holped.
Trees, often walnuts and oaks, werc cut down, trimmecd, and
hauled to +the bullding sites Then the neighbors came from
milcs around for the cabin-raising, In the very carlicst
days therc were few to help, but whcen help was plentiful the
log walls of cabins rose swiftly, the notched end of onc log
dovetalling into the cend of another with clocklike regulari-
Ty. By nightfall +the log cabin was snug and tight without
bencfit of mortar, screws, bolts, bar, or iron. Thcn the
cebin-raiscrs celebrated with a bountiful supper of whatever
was on hand. If the fireplace had bocen completed, a firc
was kindled, and the mistress of the new home unpacked the
pots and pans that she h=d brought from her old home, per-
haps in eastern Iowa itsclf, If tho door was not yet ready
fo hang on 1ts wooden hinges, = blankct or 2 decr skin was
hung across the opening.
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The lack of timber made sod houses popular in this part
of the couanty during the first few vears. Broad-shared
breaking plows were run over wet prairie land to cu% the
tough fiber into long strips. These strips were cut into
short lengths with a spade and laid up 1like bricks for the
walls of houses and stavles. Often in the hillier sectfons
sod houses were dug partly into the hillsides, and the chiri~
ney ostuck right up out of the ground. vhen the houses were
built out on the prairie, however, the roof was +thatched
with slough hay, Inside the dwelling, the ground was
smoothea off for the floor, and skins were hung in the door
opening until a trip could be made to the nearest timber to
get Loards for a door. The sod house era, however, was of
short durauvion.

If the farmer could not hire-his prairie brolien, the
long job  took all summer. The farmer plowing alone could
break only a few acres the first year. Therefore he usually
planted at least his sod corn this first season. After the
ground had been plowed, some one with an ax followed the
line of every second or third furrow sand struck the blade
deep into the ground. One of the boys or girls in the fami-
ly followed, dropped a few kernels of corn into the Nole,
and then stamped the earth back iInto place. There was no
attempt to cultivate sod corn but the resulting half crop,
raised with mno expense, provided a larie nart of the fani-
ly's diet during the winter.

Most of the farmers in the county hired breaking bri-
gades. Frequently the plowing would be done on a swap basis
- the plower agreeing to "break" the land for two bushels of
corn a day. Corn then sold for $2 a bushel. The cash cost
was from $2.50 to $4.50 a day, depending on whether the
plower "found for himsclf" or boarded with the farrer.
There were usually several men, from three to six yoke of
oxen, a covered wagon, the plow (with scveral sets of lays)
and a kit of tools that contezined a good set of files for
sharpening the plowshare. Cooking utensils, a pony and dog
completed the usual outflt.

The demand for breaking brigades so exceeded the supply
that settlers sometimes had to walt their turns until July.
It was no eagsy job to fturn a furrow In the tough, fibrous
roots of the prairie gress that had ratted for countless
years. The plow was usually sct to cuf and turn a ribbon of
the leathery sod from one-and-a-halfl to two inches deep, but
no more plowing could ke done after the grass was ready for
the scythe. Usually the lay had to be filed after the »low
had rounded an 80-acre tract once. Two men, working wlith
three yoke of oxen and a R24~-inch plow could break sbout two
acres a day. But though Lreaking was slow, the soil was
rich and the crops wecre good,
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The rush for land that settled the Black Hawk strip and
other acquired Indian lands continued, e8pecially. after
Iowa adopted the Homestead Bill in 1849, and the Governmend
land covld be purchased for $1,.,£5 an acre. The 80 acres of
land and two-and-a-half acres of timber included in a liome-
stead, however, had to be neatly fenced under the ncw law.

Timber land had becorie so scarce bv the nid-1850's that
the Swedish and German immigrants were forced into the prai-
rie, the only part of the county wunoccupied when they ar-
rived. Most of the people who came in the first few deczdes
of settlement were farmers, and there were only three strag-
gling villages, Deloit, Dow City, and Denison. In 1856, vhen
there were 235 persons in the county, 43 of the 63 voters
were farmers. DBy thls tine 448 acres of land had been im-
proved and corn, wheat, cattle, and hogs were being ralsecd.
In that year, 152 cattle and 161 ho;s were sold.

Life for the farmers was fraught with danger. Wolves,
panthers, and other wild animals were plentiful and sone~
times 1invaded the barnyard to prey upon cattle or swinc.
During the fall of 1886, TIsaac Goodrich stacked hay for his
livestock on the west side of the Boyer River where he plan-
ned to reed them during the winter. Each day one of his
sons made the trip to feed the stock. As one of the boys
was cntering the grove one day he saw a panther a few steps
ahead of him in the path. He stoppcd, whistled for his dog,
and turned to go back. As he turncd the blg cat sprang and
threw him face downward upon the ground. Its claws laccr-—
ated his shoulders, but his bull terrier, answering his
whistle and his shrieks of pain, flew at the panthecr's
throat and so frightened the animal that it released him and
fled. Similar cvents took place often enough to make the
farmers wary as they went about their farm chores, sspccial-
ly after dusk.

Hunting was a necessity rathcer than a pleasurc, and
provided meat for the famlly. Once S. J. Comfort's mothcr
lamented when a herd of 11 decr wandcred into the farmyard,
and no one was at home to kill one of them. The pionecr
farm boy soon learned to trap wild game, and thus provide
frequent meat to supplcment the cornbread, potatoes, punpkin,
and occaslonal venison. Few farm wives could pump water
from wells in their own yerds during the days before the
Clvil War. Water had to be hauled from the springs along
the creeks, and the farmer whose cabin was close to a spring
was lucky. Permcrs who did not live close to timoer had to
spend deys In haullng wood for the winter.

Food supplics other than what was raised at home had to

ast for months between trins to Council Bluffs. Some women
kept a teacup of flour in rescrve when their supply ran low,
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so they were never out of flour, but there were times when
the family larder was nlnost bare. Therc was 1lttle warmth
at Dbest in the cablins, but many layers of warm clothes
helped solve the problem. Chillblains, frost-bitten toes,
fingers, ears, and noses were common winter experlcnces Dbut
no one com»laincd., The water in the pail by the wash basin
had to Dbe thawed out each winter morning, and sometlncs
drops of water froze on the dlshes as fthey were wipcde.
These things were accepted as n part of pionecr life. When
the baby fell 111 in the night and burned with fever, sone
one rode many rmiles for the doctor. Oftcn there was no doce—
tor, and the famlly could only watch, hope, and pray:

The wide stretches of unoccupled land often enabled
pralrie fires to get such headlong starts that they could
ruln hundreds of acres of crops in a few hours. In the fall
when the dense grass ond other vegetetlion was sere and brovn,
these fires swept across the country, destroying crops, haw=
stacks, fences, and even homes unless the farmer had safew
guarded his farm by burning off a wide strip around his
field. Meyers, in his History of Crawford County quotcs B,
F. Wlcks, one of the early county officers, concerning his
experiences with prairie fircssy "Sometires in the night, my
wife or I would see a fire coming Iin the distance and we
knew that our wheat and haystacks would be destroyed unless
something was done at onces We would go out and begln to
backfire, as we called it, This was done by starting a fire
in the dry gress along the fence and whipping 1t out on the
side next the fence, letting 1t burn from the fence outes IT
the pralirie fire, which was usually driven by o strong wind,
was not too near the brckfire would hrve burnt a wide enough
space 10 prevent the oncoming flames from Jjumping overs"
Fortunately there was 1ittle loss of 1lifes Storms would
level the wheat and twist trces right out of the ground.«
Added to these sttacks of nature which the farriers expected;
was the constant trouble with the Indians. In fact many
settlors counted discretion Dbetter than fortlitude and re-
turned to the safety of the established communitiesws

Wicks, described the early days for 0ld Settlers wsct~
ings in the vicinity of Mason's Grove, saying: "We enjoyed
life in those dayss The settlers would ususlly get together
on Sundays.s.The men would pitch horseshoes and shoot at a
mark, and the women would get up a dinner that could not be
beaten, I doubt, even in this enlightened age of the worlds
There was plenty of meat, both wild and tame, ogsgs, nmilk
butter, honey, cnd wild frult. The women often met and had
a quilting bee and sometimes we met at a nelghbor's house in
the evening and had a dance, with Ben F. Dobson as fiddler,
if I remember rightly. Once in a while a Methodist preacher
would come, probably from Councll Bluffs, and preach for us
a few times. Inter Unclc John lMcIntosh of Galland's Grove,
an elder of the ILatter Day Saints Church, came to Masonts
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Grove, and held meetings near Mason's home. After meeting,
Mzson would ask all the congregation to go to his house and
take dinner, and all who went were well fed on hot biscuit,
honey, good coffee, etc."

This section of the county was for many years the most
thickly settled and nelghbors were near enough for get-to-
gethers. In other parts of the county entertainments at the
little log schoolhouses drew the farners from miles around.

The comrion interest in farming problems resulted in the
organization of the Crawford County Agricultural Socletw,
with a membership of about 400, on December 285, 185%. The
first fair, held at the courthouse at Denison, October 1060,
was well attended. Farmers were encouraged to improve their
stock and crops, and perhaps exhiblt at the next fair them-
selves. DBecause of the Civil War and Indlan Troubles the
second failr was not held until 1864. The falr records for
that year report 37 entries of cattle, 29 of horses, nine of
hogs, six of poultry, one of mules, one of sheep, eight of
soll products, six of farm mechinery, 39 of garden and or-
chard products, 16 of fancy-work, 38 of pantry and dairv,
and several other miscellaneous entries. Although the fair
promoters had to work with sheoestring finances, they managed
to buy a fairground near Denison in 1865 and during the fol-
lowing six years they fenced the ground, erected Floral Ex-
hibition Hall, and bullt a half-mile race <track. But the
financial road of the Crawford County Agricultural Soclety
was bumpy and Iincreasing debts brought an end to its work in
1885.

A new fair assoclation, the Agricultural and Improve-
ment of Stock Society, was formed at once, and fairs con-
tinucd at Denison until 1897. TFinancial mnisfortune stalked
this group too. In 1885 cyclonic winds demolished the
amphitheater, the judges! stand, the barn, the cattle sheds
and the fences only a few months before fair time. Floral
Hall was broken in two when the wind moved 1t some 20 feet.
Many people, thinking there would be no falr, went to the
Nebraska State Fair at Omeha, or the Ringling Brothers Cir-
cus held in town just a few days before the Crawford County
Fair, and attendance at the falr was discouragingly low.
The 1897 fair was the last held in the county, until 19807,
when another agricultural assoclatlion was formed and a fair
was held at Arion.

The Dbreeding of good livestock brousht 1ts problems,”
for 1in 1865 the greater part of the county was still un-
occupled and unfenced. Those who had 1livestock took 1t for
granted that the stock could range at large over the rich
pralrie, but the cattle, sheep, and hogs did not know the
difference between prairie grass and wheat and coria. During
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those early years few farmers could afford to fence their
crops since fencing cost more than the lumped price of all
other improvements. Consequently controversies between the
crop farmers and the stock breeders were frequent.

Column after column of "superheated cormmunications" an-
peared 1n the papers each time fencing was brought to a voie.
In 1865 the County Board of Supervisors ordered a special
election upon the petition of Dobson and 26 others to re~
scind the law that prohibited sheep and swine running at
large., TFor the next 20 years the vote on the question swung
back and forth, depending no doubt on the attitude of the
newcomers in the county. 1In later years the crop farners,
who had managed to fence in thelr crops, asked that tle
stock be kept from running at large especially between sun-—
down and sunrise.

Crawford had littie timber land. Bven if a1l of it had
been used there would not have been enough to halfway meet
the fencing needs. O8ince homestead tax exemption was of-
fered to farmers only on 40 fenced acres that had a dwelling
some kind of a fence was a necessity. BRails cost from 70 %o
90 cents a rod, making the cost prohibitive for the majority
cf farrmers, who had only enough funds to provide the most
necessary equipment and a few head of livestock. Pine
boarding was cheaper, but this had to be shipped from Min-
nesota, and the constant replacewment cost made it almost as
expensive, Neither stock nor crop farmer could- fence his
land without money. The farmer sorely needed s cheap fence
that could be made hogtight, bull-strong, and horse-high.

“When J. F. Glidden 1in Illincis secured a patent on
barbed wire and opened a factory at Dekalb, 1t seemed that
the solution to the fence problem had comg. Independent
companies sprang up all over the country, but several of the
larger companies consolidated 1into a trust, secured control
of the "bottom patents" on the new wire and nut the price un.
Independent companies were -required to pay the trust a roy-
alty of 75 cents per hundred pourds. The Iowa farmer, how
ever, did not bow fto the dictates of the eastern trusts. In
1881 a Farmer's Alliance, state-wide in 1ts scope, was
formed to promote the Farmers' Protectlve Assoclation, and
the trust was defeated. Then, with Larbed wire about five-
and-a-half cents a rod, it was not long before the farm
lands were neatly fenced, and the cattle grazed in re-
stricted areas on each farmer's own land.

By 1900 most of the farmers had fenced in their cattle
as well as their crops with the mnew, cheap, stockproof wire
fence. During this period of fence trouble, almost all of
the unoccupied land was taken up by Swedish and German
colonists who settled 1in the open pralrie away from the few
groves in the central part of the county.
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The first invasion of grasshoppers came in 1866. A
cloud of them filled the air one September afternoon and
settled as fast as snowflakes on the fields. Although the
farmers were almost helnlegs in the fight against the in-
sects, the pigs and poultry fattened on them. Samuel Luney
was reported to have saved a 40-acre field of wheat with
his prasshopper exterminator. The most commonly used "hop-
per dozer", so called because the hopping insects took a
deadly dose once they were caught, was a wooden or galve-
nized iron trough filled with inflammable oil or tar and at-
tached behind a drag. When the drag was pulled across ftihe
fields, the grasshoppers jumped out of its way and hopped
into the gasoline or t22 and were killed. Wagon loads of
them were destroyed this way. Although the cornfields were
strippec. of thelr blades, the corn itself was not greatly
damaged that year.

A Mr. Wheeler said that late in the fall the grasshon-
pers "rose in great clouds, golng to the southeast and ob-
scuring the sun for hours." The farmers rejoiced at their
going, but the damage the next spring was worse, for the
youny grasshoppers hatched from the egge left iIn the soil
and ate every green thing.

The second half of the sixties and early seventies
brought a combination of hardships. Grasshoppers came again,
not for a brief visit as before, but for a three or four-
vear stay, during which time they swept the county yearly
from 1873 to 1876. One correspondent at Dowville reported
in the August 4, 1873 issue of the Denison Bulletin: "The
grasshoppers have arrived safely at Dowville and are for-
aging in regular style. They cseem to be as fond of radishes,
onionsg, and mustard as *the milder varieties of: vegetables.
One farmer says he has £2& acres of corn manufactured into
bean poles; another says his 40 acres of corn will not be
worth harvesting. The air 1s thick with them ag they come
down 1like showers of snow. We just received an order frem
Bon and Hendricks for a barrel of cabbaje, but we are sorry
to say we have disposed of our entire crop to the grass-
hoppers. The width of the territory +they are covering is
about 20 miles and resches from about three miles west of
Denison to three miles wost of Dunlap."

Otis Grout of Paradise Township made a grasshopper
crusher in 1874 which many of his neighbors finally borrowed,
though they ridiculed 1t at first. One newspaper described
it as follows: "Imapgine three hogsheads, or large barrcls -
two in front four feect apart, and onc followlng four feet in
the rcar. Between the rear and the front sits the driver.
This meachine 1is drawn by two horses over the wheat flelds
and the grasshoppers sceing it coming try to escape by. jump-
ing Dbetween the two front rollers, but are caught by the
rear roller before they have time to make another Jump. On
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Saturday this combination of rollers was kept continually
greasy with the mutilated vodies of gregshoppers.” This was
only one of the many varieties of "hopper dozer."

In 1878 and 1876, Crawford County escaped the severe
devastetions of the two preceding ycars to somec extent, wut
not entirely. 1In June, 1875, the grasshoppers passed over
Denison 1in countless millions and immense numbers of then
dropped down and clcaned the gardens of cabbapges, onions,
peas, and other vegetables. Fieclds of arain nesr the town
were destroyed. After a two-day visit trey eproin mipgrated.
During the fall of 1875 farmers everywhere over the county
dragged  thelr flelds in the attempt to destroy grasshopper
eggs+. State and national subsidies aided them in thils work.
The newspapecr at Denison reported that grosshoppers flving
to the southecst passed high over Denison in 1879, and ro-
marked,"”May they have a safe journey down the Gulf of
Mexico.

During the "gresshopper vesrs"™ crop prices were so low
that many farmers did not try to sell their crops. When 1%
was reported in the East in 1876 thrt western Iowa farmers
were burning corn for fuel rother then selling it ot pre-
valling prices, people were horrified at the reckless waste
of food. The newspaper at Denlson, however, explained, "We
place it on record for future referernce that the cash price
of corn on the cob is 20 cents per hundred 1lbs....As soft
coal 1is $5 a ton, we are not sure but that corn is the
cheaper fuel."

During the middle years of the 1870's the Railroad Land
Company owned half of the non-resident lands in Charter Oait
Township, which was the least developed section of the
county for many years. When 0. M. Criswell built his farm-
house there in 1874 his home became known as the half-wav
house between "Denison and the villages on the lMaple River.
Criswell and his wife were friendly to all who passed their
cabin, and soon & blacksmith shop and a store were built on
his farm and the nuclrus of the town of Charter Osk was
begun. The mall was carried by poay express from Denison to
Sloux City through Charter Oak Township, =nd wus distributed
from Criswell's farmhouse.

The haylands of both Charter Oask and Willow townships
had for yesrs been considered common property by all land
owners in the county. Denlson people used to make hay on
the unoccupied ground and haul 1t to town to feed their
stock, Lut with the couing of German end Swedish Immigrants,
free Lay was no longer available. As late a 18753 a resi-
dent in Nishnabotna Townshlp offered pasture land on the
prairie surrounding his farm. One of the odvantages, he
pointed out, was that the cattle would not be disturbed
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by settlers. To back up his statement he ssid that
shot an elk the day belore, and that he could shootn
any day he wished.

The tall grass of the unoccupied lands was still

s & p1ev—
sce to the setilers. Prairie fires in 18%4 were especially
bad, sweeping almost every section of the countr. The ek~
liest settlers saild the fires of this Tesr  were Ltlhie worah

the county had suffered. All the pPOﬂl in OCthter Creon
Township fousht the fire that burned the Dalrer farnstesd and
roared cn to devour huwireds of acres of prairie and CIODE .
After another fire had Lurned 100 tons of Judge Dow's hay
at Dow City, 1t raged through Buck Grove and Coon Grove. At
Vall a nunber of farmilies sustained fire losges.

]

Unexpected blizzards sorietimes auscht familics
way home from town. The QGreen fawlly who lived in
Pretty Prairie neighuorhood started home from Dunlap
in February 1874. A Dblizzard soon swirled about tliem,
they did not feel 1its full force until +the oper. 8
emerged from the shelter of the timber. Then +the h
blinded by the driving snow, becare almost unmanageab
Hours later, they stopped by a straw pile gnd refused
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move. The Greens knew they were not more than a rmile Irp

home, but they had no ides in which direction it wag. Pll-
ing straw on top of themselives, theys lav down in the sleigh

Before dayllght the next morning the driver tried to find a
house, but had to return %o the sleigh. At daybreak the
mother of the family alrost managed to reach a house she had
seen in fthe distance. DLuckily the farmer, a lr. Palmer, ssw
her coming and in  a shevt tine he had  the family in hig
house. The two babies i:. the group were the only ones who

did not suffer from exposw .

The chinch bug Invasion in the wheat area of the county,
adding to other Dburdeng thet summer -of 1879, may have In-
cressed the insurance written, for $47,475 in risks were
carried that yeer with the Farmer's Jurhal Insurance Assocl-
ation. The evil-smelling Dbugs were at their worst during
that year and the next. Shortly after thelr arrival,the
once fresh green flelds looked as if they had been scorched
by fire. The chinch bugs, coming so closely after the
grasshoppers, killed the ambition of northwestern Iowans to
railse wheat and the farmers goon abandoned the practice of
putting all their eggs in one basket and turned again to d
versified farming. The Farmer's Mutual Insurance Agsoci
tion did much to promote and safeguard the interests of ¢
farmer. 1In 1910 the a33001at10n had $2,724,812 in risk
The Germans established the German Mutual Insurance Comnar
about the same time.
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It was in 1888, when farmers were struggling with mea-
ger equilpment, that William McHenry started his stock farm

o
2



on which he started his famous hord of purebred cattle. In
some parts of the county slow and ponderous oxen still
threslcd the wheat for their owners, by stanmping out the
kernels, as they trod round and round the threshing floor.

McHenry, who had come to Denison after the Civil Trr
bought his first Aberdeen Angus in 1877, and develoned | -
herd to such a degree in the next 15 vears that it won
grand swecpstakes prize at the TIllinois State Fair in BRSO
and another grand prize at the Worid's Fair in Chicagoe In

the same year. His breeding of purebreds, and the mar
prizes his herd won, turned the attention of farmers of +he
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county to the value of good stock. By 1911, Melenry had 120
head of registered Aberdeen Angus grazing on the 4,000 acrcs
he owned in the county. At one time he was president of tle

]
American Aberdeen Angus Breeders Association. Tt is s2id
that for many years there were hardly any castle in the
county that did not have a strain of licHenry's pur:breds.
The herd was sold to a Callfornian, about 1920.



CHAPTIR 4

GRADUAL FARIN DEVELOPMENT

Many of the comfortable farmhouses scattered over the

county were bullt during the 1880!'s when the farmers weie
prospering. Each nléht families gathered around the llghhoﬂ
0il lamp, standing in the center of the kitchen table. The

children droned their spelling lesson for the next day over
and over while mother darned the socks and mended the rents
in the clothing. PFather read his favorite weekly newspaper
or studied the almanac to learn the best time for planting
the crops or to see what surbeutlonu he mnmight follow. on
winter evenings, a dish of apnles and nuts were within con-
venient reach, and sometires father read from one of the
books he had brought from Sweden, Germany, or back East.
The wind whistled around the corner of the house, but the
fire in the kitchen renge sent out a warmth that heated each
one through and through before it was time to make the cold
dash to the thick featherbeds. There they could sink deep
into the feathers and stretch out their feet to warm them on
the wrapped-up hot brick or flatiron that nestled at the
bottom of the bed. In the morning, boys and girls were
usually awakened by the tantalizing odor of buckwheat cakes
and home-made sausage that they had often helped %o stuff.
Or there might be pork chops cut from the frozen hog carcass
that hung from the rafter of the summer kitchen.

Both the houses and the barns were sturdily built.
Frank S. King recalled in the 1930's that his stepfather's
barn had an upper floor rade of black walnut planks two feet
wide and two inches thick.

For years many families used their lumber wagonz for
farming and pleasure. The horses worked in the fields dur-
ing the week, but on Sunday they were hitched to the lumber
wagon and took the family to church. ¥When a neighbor died
the funeral procession consisted of a long line of luwmber
wagons, and when the circus came to Denison, the family
piled into the wagon at dayureak and arrived in town in
plenty of time to see the bilg parade. Many +times there was
no money to see the performance under the big tent unless
the boys were lucky enough to carry water to the elephants
and get In free. On the way home at night, the children
curled up in the bottom of the wagon and slept.

In 1931 TLon F. Chapman of Pasadena, California, re-
called at an 01d Settlers' meeting some of his boyhood ex-
periences in Crawford County. He remembered the corn husk-
ings when neighbors came from miles around to help get in
the corn. At noon the hungry nen had s wide choice of food;
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half a dozen kinds of vegetables, ham, beef, sausage, gra-
vies, sauces, frults, pickles, preserves, and cakes. He
lived in the county during his boyhood, and remembered his
walks across the prairie to school; going after the cows
which were often almost hidden in the high preirie grass =nd

lined up so that they looked like lurking Indians waiting to

R

pounce upon himj;and helping his uncle cut snd haul cordwond

from the timber several miles from their house. Along Coon
Creek were fine springs which furnished water for nany of
the farmers beflore wells were dug. Wild roses and sweet

williams grew in the prairile grass along the rosd to school
and the boys teased the water snskes found in every pool und
threw stones at the blue recers that slithered through the
grass to escape.

While the boys end girls were enjoying 1life on the
prairie, their parents were organizing the Granges and farn-
ers!' unions to protect the farmers! rights. They joined the
other fearmers of the State In the fight against the barbed
wire ftrust, and they organized several farmers! stores in
the small towns to buy collectively and save money. The
boys and girls growing up in the eighties end ninecties pro-
moted the Farm Bureau in its early days, and participated in
the farm protests of the 1930's.

In 1884 g violent hailstorm and c¢yclone devastated
parts of Union and Washington townships, killing several
citizens and destroying fthe homes of more than a dozen set-
tlers. DBecause of the plight of the farmers in thils section,
the County Board of Supervisors remitted thelr taxes in pro-

ortion to their losses. At this time 1land was selling at
$10 an acre and only a third of the county was under culii-
vation.

The emphasis on cattle and swine raising contlnued’
Stock soon began to be shipped in by the carload for feeding
on the grassy, well watered hill-lands, and farmers shipped
out stock they had bLred. During the 1880's it was a cormon
autumn sight to see farmers driving along all the roads with
wagonloads of squealing swine for shipment at the Denison
stockyards. During one Tuesday 1in December, 1886, the
streets surrounding the stockyards were clogged with the
bobsleds of the farmers who had taken advantage of the snow
to haul pigs and cattle to town. On that day 450 hogs were
taken in.

By this time there were two railroads operating 1n the
county, and other shipping points were developlng. In less
than a month in 1887, the county's stockyard dealers bought
3,448 hogs that averaged 3205 pounds each and filled 57 stock
cars. Sore one estirated that this represented 861 wagon-
loads.
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During the nineties, farmers prospered In spite
hailstorris and windstorms. One storm 1in 1891 iSOlau
Charter QOsk from mail gervice for a week. In 1892, wh
farine raged in Russia, three carlosds of corn were sent
the American relief ship. Through the efforts of P. E.
Lally and his cormmittee, the donations from alil over %
county, including the corn, amounted to $618.17, a Jenercu
contribution from Crawford County.
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Crons were good in 1893. The county grew 4,855,017
bushels of corn, 231,399 bushels of wheat, 1,¢69,923 busicls
of oats, 471,622 bu: he1 of barley, 78,330 wLushels of pota-
toes, and 25,746 bushels of rye. The farms were stocked
with 13,728 horses, 72,767 hors, 9,824 sheen, and 44,445
cattle of which 330 were purebred. - Then the drought of
1894 came and plunzed the county 1in%to a year of hard times.
Corn averaged not more than 12 bushels to an acre, no cattie
were imported to feed, snd thus one of the Ifarmers'! sources
of cash incore was avruptly cut off.

The letter of a farmer's wife,nublished in the Denison
Review, December 26, 1894, pictures the situation wvividlqy.

TEditor Review: Strange as 1t may seem with all the chari-

ties and donations abroad in Crawford County, nothing (so
far as we know) has been done to aid the poor farmers, +ho
in our estimatlon are by far the greatest sufferers from th
terrible drouth -- they who toiled sand worked so hard all
spring and summer snd now have nothing fto show for it. “Al-
ready their great piles of fodder have dwindled away and
thelr hay staclts which were very diminutive at {irst are
daily growing smaller, and thelr corn crivs are empty. Here
is their stock which must have Tfeed from now until another
harvest. These bald facts are staring them in the face, and
what is to be done?

There are a great many Tarmers 1in the county who have
not- & bushel of corn, nor any no.ey to buvy with. INow would
it not be a good plan for some of the good citizens of Deni-
son to rave shipped one or more carloads of corn for distri-
bution among them? I think it can be done, and ought to be.
I make this plea in behalf of the Tarmers, although I am not
a farmer myself, but a

Farmer's Wife."

The farmers of the county did not dimmedlately recover
from the logses caused by the drought, but the railroad ex-
pansion at the close of the century brousht a boom that in-
directly helped them. When the TIllinois Central Hallroad
pushed its line through to Council Bluffs in 1899, and when
the Northwestern Railroad expanded with branch lines that
crossed the county, new towns and shipping Dpoints were

reated. Cash renters were still in distress, but those who
had bought their farms weathered the storm. By thils ftime
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German influence had become very strong in the county. When
the railroad was extended through the farm land held by the
Germans, the towns of Schleswig and Ricketts were platted,
and the value of adjacent farm lands doubled, for market:s
were more sccessible. Some say that the prosperity of the
German Tarmers began the day that people gathered from far
and near to buy Schleswlg town lots, then staked out Iin a
cornfield, but actually the years of struggle agalnst wind
and storm, grasshoppers and prairie fires had laid the foun-
datlions for prosperity.

By 1900 there was little land avallasble 1In the county
at prices a young Tfarmer Jjust starting out could afford.
Nebraska, Kansas, and Dakota 1lands had been boomed for a
decade, and many of the sons of Crawford County pioneers mi-
grated to the Dakotas. Thousands of other Iowans had pre-
ceded them 1In quest of new land that was plentliful at low
prices. Land gt home was no longer cheap or plentiful, Tor
most of the older farmers in Crawford County were not vet
ready to relinguish their carefully oeultivated flelds and
retire to the nearest town. In Crawford as in other courn-
ties farmers talked constantly of the glowing reports from
the Dakotas. From the time the Dakota migration began, 1in
the ezarly 1900's, population in Crawford Courty gredually
decreased from decade to decade.

The opening decade of the twentieth century brought
many changes to farm life. Farm machinery was introduced,
roads were improved, send rural telephones were established.
Automobiles were still eyed dublously. That cars could ever
serve the farmer seemed ridiculous 1in those days, when
horses reared or bolted and ran whenever they saw one.

The farmers of the county, wanting to secure the very
best seed corn, were mucih interested in the work of Profes-
sor P. G. Holden at Towa State College. IHe had had long ex-
-perience 1In selecting and propagrting se¢ed corn. The raill-
road officials of Iowa, knowing they would Dbenefit from an
increased corn yleld, furnished him from time to time with
special demonstration trains. On March 10, 1905, when the
Holden Seed Corn Special pulled into Denison via the North-
western, about five hundred farmers, business men, and stu-
dents from Denison Normal were walting. Three of the cars
were equipped for lecturing and demonstrations. A month
later the Seed Corn Speclal sponsored by the Illinols Cen-
tral stopped at Denison, and another large audience listened
attentively to Professor Holden. The results of his visits
were seen in Iimproved farming methods.

Interested in progressive movements that would yield
better lrarvests and better herds, the farmers throughout the
county began to diversify thelr crops -and include more dairy
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cattle in their herds. Dalrying in conjunction with general
farming augmented the farm products, though stock raising
continued to be the basic business. One buyer alone shipned

150 carloads of hogs and 35 carloads of cattle in 19i0.

fhen the boom came during the first World War, thins
went well for Crawford County farmers. Carloads of cattle,
shipped in to fatten on the sloping hillsides, were shipred
out again to markefts at Omaha ond Sioux Cilty.

The hsrd times of the ecarly days secmed far “wav. Per-
heps half of the ploneer farmers were stlll plowin and
planting crops in the prairie they had broken, but many hed
retired to the villages to rest ond pass their remalning
days advising thelr sons on the best crop for the west 420
or some other farm problem. Others, with no reclatlves in-
terested in ferming, were renting their farms to stra“hcrs,
and o few who dreamed oI vaster estates farmed the land they
owned and rented still more land. The 1922 Stafte Farm Re-
ports listed 2,607 farms in the county, averaging 170 acres
each. These were farmed by 1,197 owners, 824 renters, and
140 who both owned and rented. The total wvalue of their
farm products and livestock was $15,000,000.

A drive through the county revealed comfortable farm
houses and well-built barns, granaries, silos, and corncribs.
There was an air of well-being even among the herds of cat-
tle and the droves of swine that grazed and rooted iInside
the neatly fenced pasture lands. The occasional stalks of
corn that lifted their heads above their twelve or fourteen-
foot neighbors were carefully noted, for down at the State
Capital in Des Moines folks were interested in the tallesd
corn in the State.

More than half the people 1n the county 1lived on the
farms, and the towns owed their prosperity to farm success.
The entire population was dependent on the mariketing of Tarm
produce and businesses in town reflected the trend of the
farms. There were grain elevators, crecam cnd poultry buylng
stations, ond farm machinery and implement houscs. Nearly
every farm family had a car 1in the 1920's,about . one in
eight had trucks, and about a fourth owned tractors. Run-
ning water and electric 1lights were not uncommon. Things
seemed better than they had ever been. Only a few heard the
rumblings beneath the surface, homesteads mortgaged to buy
more land, farm tenancy increasing, erosion eating away the
farm lands, and flelds overworked wilthout rotation, impov-
erishing the land.

The depression of the 1930's swooped down unexpectedly
on the farmers. Banks all over the county falled during tue
later twenties, and loans which could not be paild W@TO
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called in. Outside companies soon held the mortgages and
notes. When foreclosures came, pioneers 1lost +the well-
equipped farms they had wrested from the prairie in long,
hard years of work. The personal possessions of renters,

too, were sold to pay overdue vrent. The companies were
~ chiefly interested in the immediate abllity to settle.

) The stunned farmers at first accepted the situation.
- Then, as in tires past, many farmers in the county and
throughout the State organized to save themselves. One re-
sult was the Farm Holiday Association. Attempts had been
made in other countiecs to stop the sales of renters'! posses-
sions and prevent foreclosure. Then, in the spring of 1933,
Crawford County toock similar action. Early in May, the dis-
trict court in session at Denison orderecd a foreclosure sale
et the Joe Shields' farm. Anticipating trouble, the sheriff
had dispatched speccial state deputies to the farm. These
deputies, armed with axe handles and clubs instead of guns,
suspiciously watched the crowd gather at the sale hour ap-
proached. The sale hed started, and two c¢ribs of corn had
been sold when a truck filled with twenty or thirty farmers
drove into the yard. At a word from the leader, they piled
out of the truck, formed a flying wedge, and pushed toward
the gheriff. Many in the crowd of 800 joined them, and a
battle of c¢lubs ensued. Several of the deputies and state
agents vere severely clubbed before the sale was stopped.

The sheriff, not knowing what might happen, asked Gov.
Clyde Herring to send State militia. With the county and
the adjacent territory under martial law untll order could
be restored, 64 men were arrested. But only 22 were held
for trial. These, convicted on contempt of court chargeg,
paid $50 fines and returned to their homes. On May 17, the
martial law was lifted and the few troops still in the coun-
ty were withdrawn.

The farm riots over a widespread area resulted in na-
tional emergency measures to help the farmers through these
difficult times. The droughts of 1934 and 1936, with the
subssquent crop fallures, forced 824 farmers to apply for
WP4 jobs and 450 to seek feed ond seed loans. The AAA pay-
ments of more than $600,000 yearly were all that enabled
many farmers to support thelr families and stay on their
lond.

By 1930, from 50 to 75 per cent of the original soil in
the county hod been eroded with occasional moderate gullies,
and the other fourth had from 25 to 40 per cent of 1ts orig-
inal soil eroded. The only forested areas left in the coun-
ty were in Union, Washington, and Boyer townships, until
Tarmers planted silver leaf maples, black walnuts, boxelders
and cottonwocods on thelr homesteads.
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In 1935 a CCC camp wns established just outside of Den-
ison to aid farmers on soil conservation projects. Slowly
the work gained adherents. The 53 cooperating farms of 16006
had increased to 162 by 1940, with a waiting list of owver
100. The men of the CCC camp -- onc of the three veteran
camps in Town -- worked on soil erosion projects in Paradise
Township, and in the growing of experimental fields of leg-
umes under the sponsorship of Iowa State College. ?xpcr’
mental cattle feeding projects, also urder the supervision
of State College, were tried on 40 or more farms.

Crops in 1840 were more diversified thnn ever belore.
Popcorn, narketed at Sac City where the Cracker Jaclh Company
hoed an  elevator, provided an additional iIncome. Dalrying
products brought revenue from the Armour Creamery at Deni-
son, and beef crttle and hogs were trucked to Siocux City and
Chicago. Cooperstive shipping associations rather than in-
dividual dealers handled the many hogs. More than eight per
cent of the corn was "hogged down" and nearly a thousand
acres of corn were cut for ensilage. Soybeans also were
used for ensilage. The bulk of the oats, the second crop in
acreage, was fed to the horses and hogs. Sheep raising was
a side line 1in some of the rougher sreas, and poultry was
raised on almost every farm. Much poultry, both dresszed and
alive, was shipped out. Hay crops -- timothy, clover, al-
falfa, sweetclover, millet,and sudan grass -- were grown for
feeding stock. At first the Iowa settlers falled to realize
that the clover grasses could grow on th prairie soill.
When later comers discovered that clover noct only flourished
on this land but renewed its waning nitrogen, clover became
one of the big diversifying crops.

Farm tenancy in the county was slighfly above the aver-~
age for Iowa in 1930, but according to the Des Moines Regls-
ter of November 27, 1940, .73 farms, totaling 12,314 acres
had been sold during the preceding 18 months, mostly to ten-
ant farrmers. This did not 1include other farms sold on a
contract basis. Prices paid varied from $15 to $115 per
acre. The Farm Securlty Administration, too, was s&assisting
tenant farmers in buying the land they were farming. Ir.
and Mrs. Charlie F. Thompson, renters for more than 15 years,
were the first tenants to purchase a Crawford County farm
under the Farm Security Admiristration's fenant-purchase
plan. Five other tenant-purchase sales were belng completed
in the county at that time (January 1941).

During this critical period of droughts, ﬂnegrasshopnor
nd chinch bug invasions, the financial stringency arising
‘rom crop faillures, and the resulting soclal vunrest; Craw-
ford County was fortunate in having a large and active Farm
Bureau Association that made every effort to secure for the
farmers of the county all available Federal aid. In 1956
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the South Crawford Rural Electric Cooperative was orranized
to bring electricity to the farms in the countv. The year
1940 saw the formation of the Crawford County Soil Conserva-
tion District. Good tires were on their wa& back, Nearly
all farm homes had telephones and more than half had radios,
while piped water and electrilcity, though still scarce weue
on the increase. '
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CHAPTER 5

EDUCATION, RELIGIOW, AND RECREATION

Settlers had been living at Mason's Grove for mnezrl: -
six years before the first school was erected. The cabl.s
of about twenty families were scattered through +the grove
when Morris McHenry came to the settlement in 1856, When
the parents learned that he would teach if he had a school-
house, they gladly chopned the trees and hauled the logs,
and built the school that very year. To this 1little log
school on the Boyer River bank children trudged through the
woods in Decermber to the first school session held in the
county. Their seats were slabs of wood and their desks hewn
slabs fastened to the wall. A fire blazed 1in the mud and
stick fireplace all day long to keep them warm. As nearly
as is known, the 16 pupils who attended the first three and
one-half month term were John, Cyrus, and Joseph Dobson,
George and Noah Johnson, Margaret and Angeline Mason, Alice
Laube, Henry, Elizabetn and George Winans, Martha, HMary, and
Caleb Mowery, and Joseph Skinner. The fees paid by thelr
parents provided McHenry's salary.

During 1857 the first school tax in the county was as-
sessed against taxable property. But at this time the coun-
ty had only three townships -- Union,Denison, and Milford ~--
and the school tax in 1868 little more than paid the salary
of Thomas Dobson, the first county superintendent of schools.
He received $25 for six months' work. He had authority to
grant any member of a family permission to teach, and thus
ald some settler struggling "to winter'" his family and build
his house. When school was held at a settler's home, chil-
dren living nearby could attend if they wished. This prac-
tice did not always provide the best qualified teschers, but
it did give the pioneer children a chance to get some
schooling.

Thomas Aldrich taught the first school at Denison in a
one~room log school erccted in 1857. Settlers in the south-
ern part of the county also established schools. In Union
Township in 1858 a June freshet washed away the only bridge
in the vicinity and separated the teacher, the log school~
house, and one pupill from eight pupils stranded on the other
side of the river. The father of one of the puplls built a
boat and rowed the chilldren across the river each dey there-
after so that school could be held despite the flood.

Five years after the Civil War, children all over the
county walked to school on the rough, bumpy roads, or atop
the ridges of frozen ruts. Classes were held in the spare
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room of a house or in an empty storeroom when the township
school board had not yet erected a schoolhouse. As the [atelac
and girls walked along the rough road, listening to the bare
branches creak in the cutting wind, they hoped the teacher
would be there ahead of them to have a fire started in tle
drum of the big stove. When the teacher was well-liked %t .e
big boys often whittled up some pine shavings and split a
pile of kindling so she!'d have no trouble in starting the
fire. As the children trudged along, dinner nails bangling
agalnst thelr legs and slates clutched in their mittened
fingers, they watched qualls scuttle under the bushes, and
prairie chickens fly low in search of seeds and berries. In
school they figured and read and recited %o the rattle an

bang of slates and made as frequent trips to the water buci-
et as they dared.

The schoolhouse was also the church and the polling
place for the early settlers. On Sunday mornings if there
was a Dpreacher 1in the neighborhood, the settlers crowded
into tlie schoolhouse, sitting on the slab seats, or on
stools brought from home. In October 1873, during an elec-
tion held in the schoolhouse that once stood on the site of
James McCracken's farm 1n Nishnabotna Township, the voting
was interrupted by a prairie fire. Everyone -- judge, clerk,
and voters -- dashed out to fight the fire and saved the
schoolhouse, but in spite of their efforts the fire spread
and destroyed thousands of dollars worth of hay and other
crops.

When the railroad cut across Crawford County immediate-
ly after the Civil War, new towns were platted and the first
great rush of settlers expanded the school population. It
was not long then before schoolhouses began to go up. At
Valil the first school term was held in 1871, and in the
same year new schoolhouses were ercected at Denison and at
Dow City. School was taught in a carpenter shop at Westside
in 1873, but the next year saw a schoolhcuse Dbullt for the
town's 34 pupills.

The new two-story brick school at Denison stood on high
ground overlooking the valley of the Boyer River. Wnen the
pupils daydreamed, they could look out of the windows and
see the Northwestern trains making thelr way through the
valley and watch the smokestacks of the engines Dbillowing
spirals of smoke into the clear air.

In the rural schools the teachers planned box:socials,
spelling, bees, entertainments, and singing schools. Litera-
ry society programs and debates provided entertainment for
many winter evenings. Almost everyone in the community par-
ticipated in these neighborhood affairs, and the debates
begun in the schoolhouse were frequently continued through-
out the week whenever a few pupils or parents got together.
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Prominent citizens welcomed an opportunity to "say a Tfew
words" at a school entertainrnent. The school was the center
of soclal and intellectual activity in cach community.

Buic the schools were not as well run as many felt they
could We, and there were a few In the county who studled the
educational problem seriously. In 1876, J. Fred ieyers. o1
Denison prepared a paprer for the State Bureasu of Lducatlion
in which he rmade a number of recommendatlions for the Improve-
ment of schools. He suggested, among other things, the
establishment of County Normal and Industrial Colleges free
to all within the county. The courses he advocated Included
many of the features later embodied in Industrial training
courses. At this time there were few pubLllic high schools 1In
the State although there were numerous private academles for
those who could pay the tuition fees. At Denison, the Rev-
erend G. W. Gunnison established Western Iowa Academy, one
of fifteen such institutions recorded in the blennial report
of the state superintendent of public instruction for 1871,
but it was short-lived.

Not until 188 was there much attem»t to provide a uni-
form teachers! examination. The children in rural districts
used whatever books could be found at home, and the *feacher
had to get along with meager equipnent. There were more
schools than schoolhouses in the rural districts, the school
board using an empty room in a centrally located farmer's
home until a frame school could be erected. ZILog school-
houses were no longer built after 1870, but often the first
frame school was little Dbetter than a shack, and was used
only until the district could raise the money to erect a
better building.

During the 1870's, Swedish and German Immigrant
tled in the northern part of the county in district k
had been used as public grazing grounds for herds. Gradu-
ally, as other railroad lines crossed the county and as te
Northwestern Rallroad ecxpanded 1ts trackage within the coun-
ty, other towns sprang up along the tracks. Schools, always
one of the first thoughts, were opened in roomg over a fur-
niture store at Charter Oak in 1888, and In the hardware
store building at Schleswig in 1900.

There had been schools 1in the old Kiron settlement
since 1869 and about 1900 the school there had its own quar-
ters.

German influence beccame predominant during the 1880's
and the question of a lansuage school arose at Denison. 1In
1861 the State Board of hducation had glven electors in the
school district power to decide by volte whether or not
German, or other languages, could be taught in  one or more



of the schools 1in the district. At Denison the Germa:
Verein established a German and English school in 1887. i3
December of that year 52 pupils were enrolled and the schoo
had no room for more. .

In various parts of the county there were parochial
schools. Charter Oak hed both a Catholic and a TLuthoran
school in addition to the public school, and at Vail a
Catholic school flourished. Most of the comaunities, Lowu-
ever, had only public schools. The county °HQCPJQE91JCHU
still had power to 1ssue tesching certificates duLlwt the
1890's but there was a state as well as a county regulation
concerning the course of study in the schools, sznd the rursl
school curriculum was more uniform. Desire for higher edu-
cation lept increasing the scope of the public town schoels.
In 1886 the Denison high school graduated its first class.
Five students received thelr diplomas.

. Seven years later the Denlson Normal School, Academy

- &nd Business College was established through the ”"orts of

Leslie M. Shaw, later Governor of Iowa, and other leading
citizens. Overnight Denison raised 16, OOO for its con-
struction and two months later a total of §30,050 had been

raised. The stockholders incorporated jnd ourchased 20
acres just east of Denison for the college campus. An addi-
tional 68 acres was platted by the council into ftown lots
and sold to augment the school funds. The Normal School,
erected at a cost of $35,000, opened its sessions on January
S, 1893 with an enrollment of 35. One of its early bulle-
tins states "From dormitory kitchen to principal's cffice
everything is of the very latest design and best quality.!
Academic, scilentific, normal, commercial, shorthand, clasai-
cal, "typewriter", telegraphy, German, elocution; music, and
art courses were offered to the students In 1882 there
were 216 students enrolled, and later from 250 to 300 aitu-
dents received instruction each year. Dy 1910 a tetal of
519 had been graduated from the school.

In 1917, W. C. Van Ness, who had . directed the activi-
ties of the Normal almest from the Dbeginning, retired. The
stockholders, with the consent of the voters, first leased
and then sold the bullding to the Denison school board. The
plan to establish a public Jjunior college in thie old Nermal
Building did not materialize, but the normal and Dbusincss
classes held at the school relieved congestion in the high
school. In 1937 Denison students moved into a new $138, OOO
bullding and the classes in the old college Dbullding were
transferred to the new one. The year 1940 came to its close
with the old Normal School still vacant.

During the years that the academy flourished, the puc-
lic schools of the county increased 1in efficiency. The

W\
(e8]



county superintendenic continued to issue teachers' certifi-
cates and supervised the courses of study until 191&, when
the OBlst General Asserbly of Iowa gave the State Board )
Education the sole 1right to lssue teachers! certificatos
As a result, examinations were unlform over the State =«
requirements for teachers were standardized.

v i
¥

o~

The curriculum in Crawford County scliools broadened in

each decade after ¢00. A review of the changes in %he
Denison High School is a fair record of the changes mode 1In

other schools in the county. In 1897 Denison High Schaool
was accredited by the Staste. Six years later the high
school enrollment reached 100. Manual training was provided
for the boys in 1906 and domestlc sclence for the girls in
1908, The school system was reorganized on the junior higjh
school basis in 1919, and by 1923 there were 212 enrolicd
in the upper four grades of the high school.

By 19240 there were 131 rural schools 1n the county aid
12 graded town schools, only three of which were limited
to eisht grades. Denison, the  county seat, had grown 0
maintain four schools: two grade schools, a junlor aigh and
a senior high. 1In 194C, Mr. F. H. Olry, the County Superin-
tendent of Schools, reported 1,502 pupils in the county's
rural schools and 2,798 1in the schools at Charter Oak,
Deloit, Denison, Dow City, Kiron, Manilla, Schleswlg, Vall,
and Westside. Of these, 1,089 were in high schools. The
consolidated school, popular in many districts of Towa, was
never widely accepted in Crawford County, only Dow City and
Westside having consolidated high schools.

_ Mormons, who had separated from the group at anesviile
and scattered to the various counties surrounding Pottawat-
tamie County, were the first church group to settle in Craw-
ford in any numvers. No longer memuers of the Mormon Churcly
they made no atiempt &t church organizatlon untll a later
date when missionaries of the ILatter Day Saints (the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesgus Christ of the Latter Day Salnts)
came to Dowville and Mason's Grove where most of them had
settled.

The first church in the county was organized 1in the
same vicinity as the first schocl and the first service was
held at the cabin of Rufus Richardson at the Mason's Grove
settlement on October 16, 1856. A Methodist minister, the
Reverend William Blaeck, preached to a cabln full of men,
women,and children and later organized a Methodlst class;
‘Methodist work in the county was supported by missionary
money during the early years.

Circuit riders, reaching thelr congregations on horse-

back,preached to i1solated groups In 1ittle schoolhouses,
empty storerooms, or in settlers' cabins. One of the Des
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remembered preachers was Uncle Billy tledinnis. en his
fervor had reached the high point in his sermon, he Wor. Lo
pull off his coat, t}row it into a corner, and upeak In a
voilce that could be hesrd for miles around. Pert of i
circuit 1lay in Nishnabotna Township at a time when the
nearest church was at Harlan in Shelby County.

On the heels of the Methodists in organization were itlis
Baptists. The Reverend J. W. Denison, founder of the towm,
organized a Baptist Church with 16 mnembers at Denison in
October, 1857, and served as pastor of the church for seven
years. He had already been preaching for soue time at the
Denison House, the 017y nun llC building then in town. As
was true of most churches in thelr early vears, the congre-
gation met in various places, such as the schoolhouse and
the courthouse, until 1869 when the first houur of worship
in Denison anéd the county was erected. It was no easy mait-
ter, in days when wheat and corn and hog crops brousht
scarcely enough %o buy clothes and necesgities, to save cout
enough to build a parsonage or a church. When the Haptist
Church was destroyed by fire 17 years later, the congrega-
tion held services at the Germania Hall and at the Epis Cqul
Church until money could be raised end a new bullding put up.

Many of the firs settlers at Mason's Grove had ween
members of the Mormon Church and had followed the wvarying
fortunes of that church until the introduction of polygamy.
Some had shared in-the persecution at Nauvoo, but they could
not accept polygamy. When Brigham Young sent the call Ifrom
Utah for all the falithful to join him in 18&4, Kanesville's
population of more than seven thousand shrank to scarcely a
thousand, but the settlers of that faith in Crawford County
did not heed the call. There were also many Mormons in
nearby counties who did not go.

At Mason's Grove the common problems of the gettlers
drew them closer together, and many newcomers jolined tle
Mormon group that began to hold services at the Mason
Schoolhouse about 185&. When two Mormon missionaries of the
Latter Day Saints Church visited the settlement, a church
was organized in 1865 with 11 members. lMlMeetings were then
held al ernately in the three schoolhouses in the vicinity.
The Lattsr Day Saints Clauwrch at Dowville had 48 merbers by
1872.

In the 1870's four other denominations organized thelr
first churches in the county. The Cathollic Church had been
minlstering to its people through missionary priests, who
had celebrated the Mass in homesg of the settlers and at the
courthouse in Denison, for some 15 years before a Catholic
Church was organiged. The first Catholic Church was founded
at Denison, the second at Vall, which had been settled
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largely oy the Irish. S%t. Ann's Church at Vail was. still in
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1941 the largest church building in the county. The Presby-
terians Dbecame active when Dr. Jemes DeWolf and his fanily
settled at Vail, a newly platted town, in 1870. ZYwo vears
later the first pastor was called. When the Gernan secttlers
arrived In the 1870's they formed parishes of the Evangeli-
cal Iutheran Church. The first of these was at Denison. G
of the congregations bousht the 0ld Denison school bullding;
and converted 1t into a church in 1872. The first Episcora-
lian meeting was a Christmas morning praver service held at
& schoolhcuse near Vail in 1875. Later, Episcopalian
churches were established at Denison and Vvail.

The Christian Scientists were the last denomination %o
found a church in the county. A few familles were reading
Christian Science about 1892, but there was no organized
group until 1896. A buillding was erected eight vears later.

Churches sprang up in the new towns as settlers poured
Into the county. Germans usually established the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran congregations and the Swedish started the Bap-
tist groups. BServices were in German and Swedish throuch
the first years of the twentieth century.

The church was also a social center in the small towns
and in the few rural districts that had one. Iazdies Aid
Socleties and Willing Worker groups drew the women of the
town together to work in some common enterprise and have a
good time too. Frequently the church was the largest bulld-
ing in the village, and meetings of all kinds were held in
its auditorium. Church suppers, church socials, and church
entertainments were looked-forward-ito events on the social
calendar. They vied for popularity with the activities of
secular organizations such as lodges, the German Vereine,
and Brotherhoods.

Sunday morning was started bright and early with get-
ting everyone ready for Sunday school  and church. In many
families Saturday evening, too, was a Dpreparation tire.
Shoes were shined, dresses pressed, buttons sewed on boys!
coatg, rents in trousers mended, and hair put up on rag ov
Paper to insure its curliness the next day. Sometimes the
meals for the Sabbath were prepared on Saturday since Sun-
day was a day of rest. After breakfast on Sunday everyone
dashed to do the last minute "sprucing up" or "primping."
If the church had no bell, father's or mother's eyes watched
the old Seth Thomas clock carefully. WNo family wanted to be
late. In one church in a nearby county, some nembers in the
congregation wanted a bell, but the minister admonished thern,
"Real Christians don't need a bLell to call 'em to church
like you have to call pigs to the trough." That settled the
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matter for a time. In most churches singing was a part of
the services that was thoroughly enjoyed. The singing may
have been lacking in harmony, but 1t had a Tfervor anc a
volume that gave the singers themselves great Jjoy.
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CHAPTER 6

TRANSPORTATION

_ The development of any county can be traced throu =«
study of its transportation growth, from prairie schooner 1o
girplane. The story of Crawford County's modes of frivel
includes even a wheelbarrow! One intrenid Ifrontiersman of
1866, Joseph Ahart, losded a few pilecces of his household
necessities into his wheelbarrow, placed his bouncing baby
on top of the load, and then sct out with his wife Irom
Boonesboro, Iowa, to walk to Union Tovmship, a sood 80 milcs
as the crow flies.

He had to have a good nose for trails to find his way
across the pralries at all. Trails were unmarked for mile
after mile, except for an occaslonal stake oOr some natural
landmark such as a huge boulder. Most of the rosds even in
eastern Iowa were not much more than alternating humps and

guagmires but lack of roads snd marked treils did not daun

the earliest settlers. Terrible roads were the every-coy
fare, new trails could not be rmuch worse.

Crawford County, however, hcd a much briefer pionecr
travel period than its neighbors to the north ard souvth. A
state 1ro0ad, such as 1t was, passed through Denison from
Davenport to Council Bluffs. This was the trail of the
Forty-Niners. It is said that many of the pold seekers, nt-
tracted by the rich soil of the prairies, stopned in JTowa TO
horiestead and left the gold digping to others. During %le
years before the county was orcanized, the majerity of set-
Ylers came to the county in pralrie schooners, drawn by the
oxen that later drapgzed the breaking plows through the tourh
prairie sod. A few of them arrived in horse-drawn wagonso,
but oxen seemed better rble to floundsr through slough an
guagmire on the trail. The necessity for this kind of
travel did not last long, however. Only a little more tlan
o decade after the county was organirzed the first raillrond
reached Denison, &nd during the next quarter of a century
three other railroads built lincs that criss-crossed the
county, giving even the smallest village service.

Stage travel in Iowa was in its heyday during the 1840
when the county still lay on the edge of civiligation. The
most used route to Council Bluff's prssed through Denison and
Deloit, but one of the earlicst referecnces to stagecoach
service, in 1866, stated thot there was tri-weekly servilce
between Fort Dodge and Council Bluffls. Looking back in 19041
from the comfort of automobiles speeding over cement rosads,
it is easy to romanticize about stagecoach travel{ bu? a
journey by stage wes nO plecasant cxperience. The jolting



and the Jjarring, under the Dest of conditions, worc thoe
“sturdiest traveler +to a frazzlé. The first trevelers in
Towa were probably more familinr with the 'mud wagon" stascs
than with the more luzurious Troy ond Concord coaches and
their six-span of horses. These mud wagons, arawn by tvo
horses and carrying but four passengers, had brond, hish
wheels designed to buck the mudholes and quagnires found in
the road after every rain.

—
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As late as 1870 in northwestern Iowa, stage fare on th
Haskell and Cheney cosches was still referred to as Mo
cents a mile 2nd & fence rail." The fence rail was carriecd
along to pry the wheels out of the sloughs on roads where
the horses could not budge the coach and the passengers had
to climl out and wade. Sometimes the Dbaggage had to be
dumped into the mud and water, and if thet did not limber up
the coach, everyone had to push and tug to help the horscs
drag it out of the mudhole. Sometimes passengers had %
walk and 1lug thelr baggage for miles through the gumbo be-
fore the stage reached a portion of the road where it seecned
safe to reload and start again.
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0f course, many trips were mnde with no trouble at all
but during the 1850's criticism of stagecoaching was 1m-
patient and vehement. The most comfortable trip meant a
jolting that almost shook the bones apart, and there was
always the chance that a bolt would jar loose, a coupling
break, or an axletree crack, and upset the coach. Occasion-
ally a driver not too familiar with tho route would strike a
trce stump, hit o wobbly bridge in the wrong placo, or miss
o treacherous ford snd treat his passengers to a "turn ovex',
or a ducking. Then the coach had to be righted, the nas-
sengers consoled, and the trip resumed .

In winter, valiant stage drivers battled drifts and
snow, but usually it was a short and hopeless struggle. On
some of the Towa routcs stage sleds were used. A stagecowch
trip in winter required guantities of clothing, and even
then the cold was intense. Foot warmers could seldom De
used because of the danger of setbing the stage on fire.

Passengers could never be swre of schedulcs. The stage
might be an hour or a day late. Regular service was awarded
only to communities where the buginess warranted 1t. Des
Moines was still hoping for regular twice-a-week two-horse
nmael service from Iowa City in January of 1852, and Councill
Bluffs at that time had only a once-a-week stage connection
with central and northern Iowa. The trip from Crawford
County to Councill Blufis took three days. The speed of the
coaches, sometimes sleckened Ly the bad roads, ran from five
to eight miles an hour if the coach could be kept moving.
Tt 1s 1little wonder thet the early settlers preferred to
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provide their own means of transporfation, even after stage
lines had been established.

The Civil War gave stagecoaches a longer lease on life,
for all types of transportation were needed to ship and hawnl
the war supplies ard to carry soldiers. The war caused a
halt in railroad bullding and freed stagecoaching from co-
petition with railroads for almost another decade. In Crow-
ford County, the rallroad helped stagecoaching for a tine,
for the end of the rall line Iin 1866 was at Denison znd neo-
ple came from all nearby points to reasch the railroad.
There was heavy travel Dbetween Denison and Council Bluiils,
and between Denison and Sioux City.

At the height of the stagecoach days in Crawford County,
the stage office was the congregating place for news-hunsyy
settlers. Not only did the coach bring the weekly bundle of
newspapers, but the driver himzelf was an encyclopedias of
unpublished news. The county was still composed mostly of
clusters of farmhouses with only a few villages and, until
1866, the three towns of Dow City, Deloit, and Denison. The
farmers, who had already started to feed hogs for market,
killed, dressed, and hauled their own wagon loads of pork to
Council Bluffs. B. F. Wicks, an early settler returned to
Crawford County from a trip to Illinois in one of the firs
bugiies used at Mason's Grove.

The coming of the Northwestern Rallroad to Crawiord
County in 1866 stirmulated its growth. Through the influence
of numerous land agents, the county became a mecca for
groups of Swedish and German immigrants who wanted farm
lands. The Towa Railroad ILand Company, organized to handle
the sale of railroad lands, promoted the sale of rJarms
through 1its agent, Colonel William TF. Familton. Swedish
families came in successive waves from Minnesota to congre-
gate in Otter Creek and Stockholm townships until the region
was almost entirely Swedish. While the Swedish farmers were
getting a foothold, a few Irish settlers were buyling land
near Vail, a new town, and still other newcomers were movirg
into Union Township.

Following on the heels of the Swedish and Irish inml-
grants were the Germans, many of whom came Irom Scott and
Clinton counties although they had only recently arrived
there from Germany. The German Tarmers began to come in
1872 and 1873, traveling to Denison on the railroad.

. The years immediately following the coming of the first
Germans were lean ones for the farmers. Crops were poor and
prices for farm products low. Severe Dblizzards threatened
the settlers'safety in winter, and in the summer of 1874
hail storms destroyed crops. In one vicinity during one of
these storms the hail penetrated the siding of a house and
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in another neighborhood it broke a boy's arm. A second hail
storm destroyed the crops of a dozen or nmore farmers. In
the fall of fhat vyear prairie fires cost the farmers thou-
gsands of dollars.

Immigrants continuved to pour into the county, however,
and settlenent spread into Charter Calk and Stockholm tovn-
ships. In 1875 the total land sale was 10,308 acres, and i
the end of the year 58,085 acres were under cultivation.
Farmers were spreading out In the vicinity of Westside, too,
eagerly buylng prairie land that was selling at four to ucix
dollars an acre.

The German farmers, thrifty and good managers, had
lived as a compact group in the county. They organized
their own societles, continued to speak their owvn language,
and established thelr own lodges. In  later years, wien
William Familton spoke of their well-bullt homes and aburi-
dant crops he said, "I sold prairie lands to those Germans
at from $5 to €7.50 an acre. I used %o drive back home al-
most ashamed of myself for having played them fcor suckers.
Now they are 7rich, and I -- well I wish I could buy that
land back at $7.50 an acre."

. Shortly after railroad trains began running to Denison
the first grasshopper plague came. It 1s said that the
grasshoppers were so thick on the railroad grade near the
McWilliams farm that freight trains were stalled, unable to
run on the slippery tracks. Farmers nearby asslsted the
train crews in cleaning the rails so that the driving wheels
could have traction. In some places the grasshoppers were
hauled away in wagon loads. It is said that they gathered
on the railroad grade because they liked to sit on the
tracks and sun themselves.

The period from 1866 to 1900 was one of steady growth.
In 1881 a second railroad, the Milwaukee, reached the county.
Colonel Familton said when it came through that only one-
thiréd of the county was cultivated and land was selling for
#10 an acre. Had it not been for Morris McHenry, however,
the route would doubtless have passed through Shelby County,
six miles or so to the south. The officials of the Milwau-
kee road had alresdy surveyed several lines for the proposed
Sioux City road when John F. Stevens, for a time chief engi-
neer for the Panama Canal, was sent with a crop of engineers
to run the permanent 1line to Defiance, Shelby County, the
planned junction point. Accidentally he and Morris MgHenfy
met during the winter of 1880 as Stevens was surveylng in
the vicinity of Paradise Creek. They fell to talking abgut
the line through Defiance, and MNcHenry sugrested a rogtlng
that would hit the main line some ten miles east of Deflance
and make a shorter route to Chicgpo. Stevens was pleased
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with the susgestion and, after having the new routing sanc-
tioned by company officials, ran the locating line through
the section where Manllla was later established.

Before the close of +the century two other rallroads,
the Tllinois Central and the Great Western, built lines
through Crawford County in their Chicago to Omaha and Chi-
cago to Sioux City routes. In 1899 from 20 to 30 ftrains n
day passed through Denison.

In WNovember, 1899, a collision occurred .on the Illinols
Central two mniles north of Delolt when a gravel traln ran
into a freight loaded with 180 men returning from work.
Twenty-four were injured. The Illinois Central was then ex-
tending 1ts line from Fort Dodge to Council Bluffs diago-
nally through Crawford County. The coming of this road in-
cregsed settlement all along its line.

In 1900, the main line of the Chicago Great Western cut
across the southeastern corner of the county, giving the
county the service of four rallroads and their branch lines
and making no community in the county more than six miles
from a railroad. Three railroads passed through Arion,
turning the village into a network of tracks.

The vast prairie without rivers necded the rallroads to
provide access to markets, and this period of railroad
growth coincided with the era of rapid settlement. In April,
1838, the county had nearly 47 mlles of railroad and by 1900
it had 156 miles. This case of transporting crops greatly
increased +the value of the county'!s fertile land, for one
of the greatest problems, hauling to market, was solved.

Roads 1in the county, howecver, had not wveen improved
rach up to 1900. With the stagecoach no longer the neces-
sary mode of travel, people had not given much thought to
roads, The farmer accepted bad roads as part of his lot,
and planned his trips and his hauls to town when there was a
"spell of dry weather." In June, 1904, when the first auto-
moblle tourist came through Denlson, then on the Trans-
continental Route, a crowd gathered on Maln Street and sur-
rounded the chauffour who oblingingly demonstrated the
Moore's Four Cylincdcr he was driving from Omaha toO Chicago.
The Denison Bulletin romarked, "These autos are very common
in Chicago and all the large clties, and are coming to be
vehicles of much use as wcll as pleasure. Some Denlison
people are figuring on buying such machines, and 1t is like-
1y that in a very short time they will be common here.”

In the fall of 1904, E. C. Chamberlin of Denison pur-
chascd and drove the first automobile 1in the county. Auto-
mobiles decame quite common among the townspeople of the
county before 1920, but they were most unpopular with the
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farmers, whose horses disputed the right of way with every
passing automobile. Farmers' wives and children were aira’d
to drive to town, and even town folks who had horses auan-
doned evening pleasure ridcs. The prevalence oI run-away
horses and upset rigs led to a protest meeting held at the
city hall in July 1906. The chairman statcd the object of
the meeting, saying: "It is thousht best to organirze ond
agree not to trade with anypbody who owns an automobile, nor
with anybody who drives one, or hires a man who uses one,
and further not to vote Tor any man for judge or legislator
who would not agree to use his influcnce to abolish the ma-
chines from the highway."

Expericnccs with frightened horses and overturned bug-
gics were told and rctold. It was pointed out that wives
and children could no longer go to town for repairs il a
piece of farm machincry Lroke down in the busy season. One¢
of the men had to stop work and go himself .since it was not
safe for worien or children to try to handle horses along the
hizhways with automobiles abrosd. The few automobile owncrs
present defended themselves by revicwing Iowa's automobile
laws, which they saild would insure safety, if they were cn-
forced. E. C. Chamberlin pointed out that local restriction
would not solve the problem since he had counted 11 tourists
driving through Denison on one day, and five on another.
The chairman appointed 2 committec to draft a drastic reso-
lution, but this wss toned down until it finally read "Ve,
the undersigned, request that owncrs of autos keep them off
the public highways zs they are a detriment to both town and
country and constantly endengering the lives of the public.
It seems that the wishes of the many should be respected by
the fow."

There had been a number of automobile rozd raccs in the
United States sincc the first one, in 1895, promoted by the
Chicsgo Times Herald and won by Charles L. Duryca. But the
first to go through Denison was the New York to Parils rsace,
which left New York snd drove to Paris via Alaska and 3i-
beria, reaching Denison in early March, 1908. The ronds
were in the worst possible condition, but the tovmspeople
turned out to greet the Amcrican car, the first to arrive.
They cordially wclcomed the French end Italien drivers, who
were forced to remain in town for scveral days. The Italian
driver tried to drive his car over the rallroad ties of the
T1llinois Centrsl to Counecil Bluffs in an attenpt to find a
passable route, but he failed. The German population of the
county celebrated with a banquect at the Nielson Hotel on the
day that the driver of Protos, the German car, arrived at
Denison.

In 1909 the famous Glidden trophy tour passed through
Denison. This race was run for the fastest record on a
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2,500-nile trip from Detrolt, Michigan, to Denver, Colorado,
and back to Kansas City, Missouri. Not many cars finisghed
the race, but there were still a good number rooring away at
it when the machines straggled through Denison, the first
arriving on July 21. In those days of unmarked roads, the
cars followed the confetti trail of the pathfinder car. Ac~-
companying the contestants were a good  many other autorio-
biles: machines of the companies represented, press cars,
and baggage trucks. The string of cars passed through
Denison every few minutes that day without stopping, unless
an engine needed water or & set of tires hsd to be cooled.

There had been several weeks of rain in the neighbor-
hood, fortunrtely followed by some days of dry weather Jjust
before +the Gtour reanched western Iowa. The 7peopnle of the
county, asslsted by the Illinois Central, railsed a consider-
able fund for temporary improvement of the roads. Trenches
were dug and the roads were drained snd dragged Just before
the automobiles arrived and some portions of the road were
planked. This helped the drivers maintain and sometires ex-
ceed the scheduled speed of 20 miles an hour. The cars fre-
quently hcd to be driven at the breaskneck speed of 40 miles
to keep up the average. Fractlous teznms sometimes got in
the way, and frequently blrds and small animals were struck
and Irilled by the cars.

Pilots were changed from onc section of the country to
another. A. F. Boylan of Denison wrs pilot for the official
pilot car from Jefferson to Councll Bluffs, but he drove his
own machine, an E. M. F. roadster, -nd arrived in Council
Bluffs 15 minutes ahead of the pilot. This wns The Everaett,
Metzger end Flanders motor car, popularly described as "Zosy
Mended ~nd Fixed."

It is said that his car and thet of Dul Lewls were "Hwo
spirals of dust", from Missourl Valley to Council Bluffs, as
they strerked down the Missourl bottom land. The time from
Denison Lo Council Bluffs wss three hours snd eight minutes,
quite a cut from the days of the prairie schooner In the
1880's.

During the summer of the Glidden tour the commercial
club at Denison sponsored an Auto Day that did mucly to break
down the farmer's prejudice against automobiles. Farmers
and their families were invited to Denison to enjoy an n~uto-
mobile ride -- a brief trip around the city -nd out iInto the
country. Many families nccepted the invitation, and not
long afterward farmers in the vicinity began to buy cars.

The several tours colled the condition of the ronds to
the attention of others than automoblile owners. The Denison
Commercinl Club started its activities soon after the Glid-
den +tourists hnd passed through the town, by recommending
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thrnt the roads of the Transcontinental Route from Council
Bluffs to Clinton be maintained as an auto highway. It was
then that the King drags came 1Intc widespread use to keep
the dirt roads leveled and smooth. Gravel was widely enm-
ployed, the gravel pits.in Crawford County helping the
county to keep 1ts share of the roads in good condition.
There was a road tax of one dollar and able-bodied men wero
expected to contribute one day's work a year, or one dollar,
toward work on the road. More than a decade passed belove
Towa began %to replace 1ts earth roads with cement, but in
1940 the once incredible top rate of 40 miles had becorme the
average speed along the county highways.

Soon after cenent roads became common in Iows, trucks
began to compete with the rallroads in hauling crops to mar-
ket. By 1933 railroad shipping had felt this drain to such
an extent that even the one depot maintained at Arion by the
three railroads passing through the town was abandcned. At
one tiwe the Milwaukee, Northwestern, and Illinois Cenitrsal
railroads esch had its own stockyards, freight and passenger
depot. But trucking, by 1940, handled almost all the short-
haul business while the chief function of the railroads,
both freight and passenger, was long distance. In 1941,
Northwestern streamliners streaked through Crawford County
without a stop, and the fast trains of the Milwaukee road
stopped only at Manilla. Crawford County farmers who had
eagerly welcomed the railroad forgot it as soon as cenent
roads made farm~to-market trucking more convenlent.

Now and then, bored with the smooth roads, an occa-
sional automobile driver would adventure away from the State
highways to the few old roads 1left in the county. Always a
favorite among these byways was the 01d Ridge Road running
north from Denison to Schleswig. In the 1880's the German
immigrants, choked with the soot and dust of the tralns that
had brought them to Denison, drew their first full breath of
prairie air at the top of the first hill of the 0la Ric e
Trall.
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CHAPTER 7

THE HATIIROAD TOWNS

Most of the towns in Crawford County are "railroad
babies", towns that were elther laid out or promoted by the
Chicago and Northwestern or by the Chicago, Milwaukee and St
Paul, as those two railroads extended their tracks throuch
Crawford County. Some of the settlements never became more
than tiny villages with less than a hundred people, but sev-
eral of them grew until they were strong rivals of the coun-
ty seat.

The Northwestern Rallroad fathered the first towns that
came intc existence after Denison and Deloit; it also wsg-
tablished Dow City, although the community by that name had
existed from the earliest days of the county's history.
Westside and Vail, the first towns started in this way, were
laid out in 1869, only a few years after the wrailroad
reached Denison. Both towns, for & timc 1ittle mere than
sign posts, had only the railroad sectlon foremen for rcesi-
dents. When Thomas Kyan took charge of the Vall section,
there was no house in sight except tlie one in which he liwved,
and when James Gillespie arrived at Westslide to supervise
that section, he and H. C. Newton, the station agent, were
the only inhabitants.

Although the two towns had a parallel start, Vail
forged ahead, and in 1941 was still the larger of the two.
Its population in 1940 was 576 to Westside's 373. It is
said that the Iowa Railroad Land Compsny withheld some of
the most valuable business sites at Westside from sale, be-
causc they were interested in promoting Vaill, named for one
of the railroad officials. Westsidc was so-nancd because it
lay to the west of a long, steep incline in the roadbed of
the railroad. In October 1869, the Denison Review remarked
that Westside was then a town, or had "tovm lots, at least.”
Isaac and Robert Patterson, who bought farms closc by, werc
the first permanent settlers at VWestside; Vail had for 1ts
first permanent resident the cnergetic Dr. James de Woll who,
with Thomas Ryan, 1sid out and surveyed the town. Wolf im-
mediately erccted a story-and-a-half bullding which he
equipped as a combination grocery store, doctor's office,
and residencc. For many years he remained Vail's leading
citizen.

Westside, with no one in particular to promote i1ts wel-
fare, received its first influx or inhabitants when veterans
of the Civil War began to scttle there in the 18707s. Rall-
road workecrs also brought their familics here during the
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time 1t was freight division hecadcquarters. Here the North-
western established a turntable and twe water tanks end kept
the extra engines nceded to haul the hcavily losded freight
trains over the summit of the steep incline just outside of
the town. Schooling was provided for the 70 children oF
school age in the neighborhood. Buf the ftown had o glow
growth, and for several ycers there were only a  blacksmiih
shop, a small store, and a few rcsidences. The post ofifice,
located at the depot, was superviscd by the statlon agent
until 1873. The German farmers 1n the surroundin country
prospered, however, and thelr prosperity was soon reflected
in progrcss for the town.

Vail had o typlcal western boom town growth. In 18689,
it wos not much more than a signboard and a house occupied
by a railrond employec. But an influx of newcomers brought
a hotel, a furniture store, several hardwore storcs, & har-
ness shop, and a school, by 1873. In November of that year
the Denison Bulletin reminded other communities in the coun-
ty that Vail, "Though young, is taking rapid strides toward
claiming the title of a city." ©New bulldings were going up
almost every week. The next year a shoeshop, a drug stors,
a saloon, and a carpenter shop were added to the 1list of
businesses, and the Presbyterlans and Methodists organized
churches.

While the inhabitants of Denison were still arguing the
wisdom of incorporating their town, Vail citizens promptly
voted for incorporation. On October 6, 1875, the Denison
Review congratulated the town: "Vaill, the first incorporated
Town in Crawford County, is putting on c¢ity airs. All its
business men are wide awake and full of vim. Its steam mil]
erected by John Short 1is almost completed. A brewery will
shortly be in operation.”

With the settlement of Germans at Westside, the town
began to move ahead. H. C. Laub of Denison established a
store, and a hotel was built. Vall, just six miles away,
soon had a rival in sports as well as in business, for 1t
was not long until the baseball teams of the two towns were
playing hotly contested annual games. In 1874 the newspaper
records +that the Westside "Free and Easies" defeated Vail
45 to 44. Tater, as new towns came into existence, baseball
teams wers as much a part of their -lives as their 1Ilain
Strcets. 1In 1875, Westside had a population close to threce
hundred and a G. A. R. post of 30 members.

Businecss was thriving in the town in 1875 and 1876.
The steam mill, which ground 85,000 bushels of wheat and
40,000 Dbushels of other grain, was running constantly.
Smith and Gary -- grain, livestock, and coal decalers -- did
a #75,000 business and gave steady employment to 15 men. A
farm implement concern was active and in 1876 the owner con-
ducted a trial of sulky plows on the J. J- Woolhiser farm so
that farmers could sce them in action. German iImmigrants
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pourcd into the town, attracted by the favoravle reports of
the German farmers who had settled nearby. VWhen Westside
was incorporated in 1879 it had becomc pronouncedly Gernman
in character. In 1889 the Germans of Westside organized a
Germania Verein, and in the following yecar built a Germania
Hall In which many community affairs were held.

While Westside was belng Gerrmanized, the comrmunity sur-
rounding Vail was scttled by Catholic families, rany of them
Irish, who had come %o invest in the good cheap land av the
urging of Fathcr Scanlon of Dewitt, Iowa. A cyclone de-
stroyed the first Catholic Church in 180u, but it was re-
placed by St. Ann's, the largest church in the county. Dur-

ing this period tbc Vail Observer (thce oldcst newspaper in
the county outside of Denison) was founded Dby &. A. .
Davidson.

Vail busincss nen galned a reputation for tep-notch

town loyalty since they were willing, as TFrederick Meyer ex -
pressed 1t, in his History of Crawford County, to "ex Dend
lung power or their last dollar for their Dbeloved town."
Both Vail and Westside were pictured as Tlourishing towns in
The North and West Illustrated, a Northwestern Raillroad
Guide published In the eightics. Both towns were given
padded populations, but the school, two graln elevators, the
flouring mill, and a 36-room hotel were mentloned as fea-
tures of Westside. Little was gaild about Vall, but the de-
scription of its location was true, ‘"elevated rol llvé
prairie where the blue-stem grass grows Ifrom four to si
feet high." ‘

Westside and Vail were woth lively townms when the
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul was surveyed through the
county during the eighties in the southeastern section of
the county, then only 1lightly populated. Rivalry between
Vall and Westside continued while the new towns egtabliched
along the Milwaukee were petting off to flourishing starts,
which in some instances lasted only a fow years.  Improve-
ment in one town was soon followed by similar improvement in
the others.

The friendly rivals continued to grow slowly: exciting
events were few and far between, In 1891 a cyclone and a
hailstorm struck just north of Vail, inflicting a good deal
of damage. It was soon reported in town that hall as blg as
a man's head had plerced 1nch-thick boards, and that he VY
steel tires were stripped smoothly from wagon wheels and
twisted into odd shapes. The cyclone, only a few rods wide
in area, destroycd the Patrick Mulheron home near Vall and
injured Mrs. Mulheron scverely. Crops were ruined and con-
siderable property was destroyed in its path. 1In December
of 1897 a fresk accident wrecked the Horthwestern Overland
Flyer No. 1 at Vail. A mall saclr, swung Ifrom the Flyer, hit
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the switch target squarely and threw the switch. The entire
trsin of seven cars turned turtle and 19 persons wers ine-
jured.

The two sturdy 1ittle towns adwvanced into the twentieth
century with no serious setbacks, although Westside did loue
business when the freight division headquarters wgs trasns-
ferred. By 1911 extensive waterworks, good schools, sand
churches had been vuilt. The brewery at Vail was one of the
flourishing businesses and Westside Dbossted an automobile
dealer. A great pride of Westside was its band, one of the
oldest uniformed bands in the county. One of the sports en-
joyed by the townspeople in 1916 was the annual marksman's
contest sponsored by the Hays Township Scheutzverein each
year. 1n that year the contest was held at the Henry Lanp
home and John Oeser was the winner.

Westside @id not approve of mnaticnal prohibition in
1918. In its July 4 issue, the Westside Journal said of
those who had secured the passage of the bIll, "They are
nothing but a dirty bunch of leeches and our wise bunch of
lawmakers in Washington are just, boneheaded enuf to be roped
in by this miserable bunch.”

Tater that year the signing of the World War Armistice
was celebrated in grand style at Westside. Church bells
rang and steam whistles blew from early morning until late
at night. At two in the afternoon the +townspeople, headed
by the high school band, staged an Impromptu parade through
the town. Then the band hurried in school busses to Vail
where the two towns celebrated together for several hours.
In +the evening, 200 torches (left over from old political
campaigning days) were unearthed and a parade was staged.
Everyone -- townspeople and throngs of their rural neighbors
-- Jjoyously tramped through the streets and pranced around a
huge bonfire until the dance at the Opera House began. The
streets were lined with hastily decorated cars, about fifty
of them having followed the band over from Westside.

At Westside, in 1926, Crawford County's bipgest annual
event, the horse show, was held for the first time. It
started in that year as a draft colt and baby beef exhlbi=
tion. Frank Hoffman, founder of the show, exhibited a sad-

dle horse -- the only one there. But In 1941 not a single
draft colt was shown and baby Deef entries were of secondary
interest. Saddle horses -- "Society nags", Jumpers, and
hunters -- had in the intervening years all but obscured the
exhibition's original purpose. Iowa's assistant secretary of
agriculture Harry Linn said of the 194l show: "There isn't

another show like it in the United States.” It included en-
trics from Des Moines, Sioux City, Marshalltown, Boone,
Westside, Sac City,and other Iowa towns, as well as Omaha,
Lincoln, and Bennington, Nebraska.
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In a few short years the Westside saddle and society
horse show had grown to rank among the first in the United
Statcs 1n attendance and local interest for such events, ex-
hibiting the Dbest horses in the area, some of which would
easily bring up to $5,000 each. To Frank Hoffman belongs a
ma jor share of the credit for promoting the interest in
society horse shows which sprang up all over Iowa. In 1041
the State ranked first in the United States in the number of
registered saddle horses.

In 1867 5. E. Dow was made postmaster of Crawford, ths
post office established on his homestead. By this time he
had served as county judge and managed the affairs of the
county well, but his chief 1interest remained the community
in which he lived.

When the Northwestern Railroad was extended through
Dow's homestead en route to Council Bluffs, a station was
erected and called Crawford to conform wlth the rost office.
S. E. Dow and the Blair Town Lot and Tand Company 1laid out
the town of Crawford around this station in October 186C.
The railroad station drew other enterpriscs and Crawford was
soon a lively village with a Baptist church, a school, and
several stores. George Rae, one of the first teachers in
the school, arrived with his bride on the construction train,
the first to puff into Crawford. He farmed in addition to
teaching the village school. In 1871, a few years after his
arrival, rallroad business averaged around $355 a month.

The townspeople, in appreciation of Mr. and Mrs. Dow!'s
interest in the town, renamed it Dowville in April of 1872
and had the post office and station name changed "to correg-
pond. By this time a Latter Day Saints Church had been or-
ganlred with 48 members. George Montagne was the presiding
elder.

Dowville, with only seven houses, was naking lively
progress during its third year, 1873. There was another
store, a livery stable, a drug. store, a cheese factory, a
grain, stock, and lumber business, a Presbyterian and a
Methodist church. Because one farmer nearby had a thousand
sheep there was talk of bullding a combination grist and
woolen mill. That year the town held a big Fourth of July
celebrgtion near the cheese factory, Ice .cream, lemonade,
oratory, and two dances provided entertainment to suit the
tastes of the crowd. The next year a grain elevator,mil-
linery shop,and a harness shop added to the impressiveness
of the wvillage's main street. There wes one hotel, the
Boyer Valley House.

The little town had grown enough by 1878 +to attract
mention in the Council RBRluffs Nonpareil. That paper 1listed
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the above businesses and referred in addition to three drv-
goods stores and a flouring mill. It also noted that Dow
owned the elevator, the lumberyard, the agricultural ware-
house, and the cheese factory besides 1,500 acres of farm
land. Dow continued to father his namesake town until his
death in 1907, but his investments in the 1little village
eventually cost him most of his weslth. }

Fr?m 1ts beginning Dowville was interested in cultural
activities. Friday evening was 1lyceum night in the villa e
as soon as the building of the schoolhouse provided a place
to meet. Interest was so 1lively that only unusually bad
weather kept the buildinsg from being filled. In 1876 the
townspeople contributed $230 toward books for a public 1i-
brary and in 1879 the town was renamed Dow City. It had
grown so that the postmaster, a Mr. Lewis, was crowded in
his one-room post office, and a new bullding had to bLe
erected. This was of two storles, the top floor for a town
hall.

Things went well with the village until the 1880's. At
that time the Milwauvkee Rallrozd missed Dow City by WO
miles, and Arion was established at the junction where the
Milwaukee crossed the Worthwestern. It was 2 blow to the
former village but the businesses were too well established
to be moved bodily to the new town site. The growth of Dow
City was stunted when railroad publicity boomed Arion, but
Arion in turn had a setback when Manilla was established
only a few years later. The firm of Dow and Graves sufiered
great financial loss that crippled Dow City, for their af-
fairs and the welfare of the town were closely Iinterwoven.
In spite of the setback, E. E. Nichols founded the Dow City
Clipper, a weekly newspaper, in 1888. Three vears later he
sold out to A+ H. Rudd who changed the name to the Entex-
prise.

Throughout the next decade fire struck at the town
often. In 1891, the Dow Flouring Mill burned, and in 1805
one fire destroyed the furniture and hardware stores and a
second one the hotel. 1In 1889 a fire which consumed the
village jail burned an unidentified stranger who had becn
confined there for drunkenness.

Twice during the early 1900's, fire dcstroyed buildings
in Dow City but the greatest disaster came when H. S.
Green's Ixchange Bank falled in 1904, taking many 1in the
town and the surrounding community down with it. The loss
in savings alone was estimated at $60,000. The townspeople
refused to quit, however. Another bank, a branch of the one
in Denison, was established, and the people voted for in-
stallation of an excellent waterworks and fire-fighting
equipment. In spite of 1ts troubles, the village gained in
population and had 541 inhabitants in 1905.
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In 1910 the population dropped to 462, due no doubt to
the troubles of the town, but in the following years tle
figure slowly increased. By 1911 the town was again on a
good business basis and had many attractive homes and one of
the most beautiful city parks in the county.

Dow City continued to grow steadily and in 1940 ti«¢
town's population was 642, while the county as a whole lout
more then four hundred.

Most of the World War veterans in the village were
members of the Rainbow Division and saw action in France.
Upon thelr return to Dow City, the Dow City Post No. 444 of
the American Legion was formed.

Westside and Vail, prosperous as they were, were out-
distanced 1n population by the towns that’ sprang up during
the 1880's. When the Chicapgo, lMilwaukee and St. Paul Rail-
road was surveyed through southeastern Crawford County there
were few settlers in that part of the county except at Dow-
ville. Railroad officials started a number of stations
along the line and platted towns for them but these were all
outdistanced by Manilla, founded as the head of the 8ioux
City division.

Astor, Aspinwall, and Arion, all created about 1881,
remained tiny villages. Aspinwall, in the far southeastern
corner, was a flourishing trading point for a few years.
Astor too got off to a promlsing start. Numerous businesses
were opened there and even Denison recognized the commercial
importance of this new town by establishin; the Astor Short-
cut, a road from Denison to Astor. The ilwaukee had first
planned its route through Denison, but the town leaders, not
seeing the value of another railroad there, refused to sive
a right-of-way. The Milwaukee officials then swerved their
road across the Northwestern and established Arion a%t the
intersection.

Arion flourished for a few years, enough at least to
retard the growth of Dow City, only two miles distant. When
the Illinois Central went through Arion in. 1899, the towm
agalin achieved importance this time as the junction point of
three rallroads. A newspaper was hopefully begun Lut 1ts
life was short. With the arrival of the third railroad
Arion Dbecame a convenient way-station for vagabonds and
criminals and the local officlals were not able to handle
them. A deputy sheriff from Dcnison 1lived at Arion from
1902 until 1908 and preserved peace. Arion citizens them-
selves then gained control of the rough element and the dep-
uty was withdrawn.

Arlon deserves speclal mention for reviving the county
fairs which Denison promoters had given up in 1899. 1In
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1¢07, Arion revived the Crawford County Agricultural Associ-
ation, and county fairs were held at the Arion Fairgrounds
for many years afterward.

Fire struck a blow at the little town in 1909, bturning
the big Arion Mercantile Store and several othe» businesses.
Not all of these were re-established. The three churclies
founded 1n the town during its initial boom struggled along
gseparately until 1909, when the members decided that one
union church would best serve the village. The Methodist,
Baptist, and Christian congregations then united and affil-
iated themselves with the Congregational denonmination. A
Union Sunday School was started, and the new TUnion Church
flourished.

A year later the new county farm home was established
two miles east of Arion and the county's poor were moved
into 1ts more comfortable quarters. About this time rion
formed an independent school district and erected a school.
The town remained a neat, pleasant village clustered around
a network of tracks.. The 1940 population was 271. By 1841,
the railroads hasd abandoned thelr three separate stations
for one common depot.

In 1882 the Illinois Central and Northwestern railroads
were extended through Delolt but thelr coming failed %o
transform the village into a bustling town and, in the words
of F. W. Meyers, editor of the Denison Review,did not rob 1%
of "its dear quaintness... its characteristic charm.” The
business men did move the business district from Maln Street
to Wolf Street at the foot of the hill where the Centrgl and
Northwestern stations were built, but the mother town of the
county seemed content with its old fashioned ways and did
not strive to modernize itself. A newspaper, the Deloit
News, was attempted in 1900, but its publication period was
briefl.

Tn 1911 Meyers wrote, "Deloit is a Deautiful, restiul
little place. It hus no very rich and no very poor... One
must be careful in Deloit how he copeaks of any man, for it
1s almost sure that he is at least talking of a cousin.”

In 1913 a savings wank was organized that served the
community until 1934. In 1923 a few brick buildings were
erected in the business district, but most of ithe homes were
small, varying in style from those of 60 years ago to a few
modern bungalows.

In 1941 the little village was still holding 1ts own
against some of 1ts newer rivals and was one of the communi-
tles that showed a slight gain in population in 1940, when
its inhabitants numbered 281.
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When the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Raillroad de-
cided on its extension to Sioux City during the later
eighties, Asftor had hoped to be the point at -which the ex-
tension Dbegan. For some unknown reason the officials
started the extension a few miles to the north, and founded
the town of Manilla. The boundaries were fixed on Hovember
21, 1887, and the railroad company soon buillt a roundhousr,
a coaling station, repair shops, and an eating house. Il
town, situated at the hesd of the Sioux €ity division of the
Milwaukee, almost at once drew railroad employees as the
basis of its population. It developed rapidly and soon had
a well-ouilt business block. In five years, the townspeople
enjoyed a municipally owned waterworks, and in seven yesrs
they felt prosperous enough to erect a city hall.

At the beginning of the twentieth century there were
more than a hundred railroad employees living at HManilla,
already one of the larger towuns 1In the county, and the
Manilla Times was a vyear old. When the Milwoukee was ex-
tended to the Pacific Coast and plans were made to doudle-
track it, the citizens were confident the town was headed
toward a population of from three to five thousand. Al-
“though their hopes were never guite Ifulfilled, Manllla was
prosperous. The numerous sidetracks, warehouses, and other
activities connected with the railrocad roundhiouse ggve enm-
ployment to many men and made 1t possible for the towns-
people to build attractive residences and erect substantial
churches.

By the time Manilla had celebrated 1itg twenty-fifth
birthday, in 1902, it had Dbecome a good rading point as
well as a railroad center. The cement street crossings, the
gas 1lluminated streets, and the miles of brick and cement
walks now gave outward evidence of the town's prosperity.
Seven vears later, the townspeople erected an attractive
brick post office, and during the next year welcomcd tlhe
newly established telephone exchange and voted to enfrai-
chise an electric light company.

In the succeeding decades Manilla easlly held its place
as second in importance in the county with a population of
1,040 in 1940. From an carly date the town was conspicuous
for its public and civic improvements. In 1915 the commu-
nity spent $50,000 on a scheool, and by 1940 the Manilla
National Bank had a capital and surplus of ®£57,000 while its
resourccs were listed at more than a third of a million
dollars.

A neighbor of Manilla's, founded after 1t had veen
platted, was Buck Grove, a small incorporated village in the
center of Washington Township. The village always had a



strong c¢ivic pride, expressed 1n neat homes, cement side-
wallks, three churches, and a good school. The village was
ambitious, but it had rivals too close to develop Into more
than a thriving village which never had exceeded a hundred
in population.

In the 1920's the village of Kenwood, which had been
established in 1888, was proudly claiming to be the bipgses
little town in Iowa. The village wasg Charter Oak'!s neareat
nelghbor until Ricketts and Berne were started on an exten-
sion of the Northwestern abcut 1800. Kenwood remained a
tiny but progressive village, even establishing the Kenwood
Savings bank in 1914 with a capital of $25,000.
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CHAPTER 8

CHARTER OAYX, SCHLESWIG, KIROX

When the Milwaukee sxtended 1ts line across Charter Ok
Township, there wecre no towns in the western part of the
county, which had once been a part of Ilonona County. The
settlement around O. M. Criswell's. farmhouse, consilsoting of
a store, a blacksmith shop, and scveral houscs, had a post
office (Charter Ozk) and was served Ly the mal route be-
tween Denison and Sioux City. But 1t was not a platted tovm.
Criswell . had sold a portion of his {arm to the ralliroad Zor
a town site in 1887. The sale of town lots was Dbrisk be-
cause that scction of the county necded a geod trading cen-
ter. The old Oak store was moved from the Criswell farm to
the new townsite and became the first building in the town

While Manilla was growing in the southeastern part of
the county, Charter QOek flourished in the northwestern sec-
tion. It was a progressive ftown, closely connected with tl
farmers 1in its vicinlty. Throughout its history, ruch of
the land has been owned by farmers. After three years, the
town was incorporated and plans for a waterworks were under
way. In July 1894 the town was cut off from the rest of the
county for 2 week by a cyclone agnd hailstorm which made the
roads impassable even for the mail., The resourceful editor
of the Charter Oak Times printed that week'!'s issue on wrap-
ping paper. E. S. Plimpton was the first one in the county
to use electric lights, which he provided for his mill from
a small private plant in 1893.

During the early 1200's, when the extension of the
Northwestern brought the towns of Schleswig and Kiron into
existence, farmers near Charter Oak were moving into the
town and turning over the management of their farms to thelr
sons; most of them, however, went out to the farm every day
to help the boys out. Their thriftiness, which had made the
farms prosper, was later expressed in their participation in
town affairs. They were quick to take advantage of Ilmprove-
ments that increased the prosperity of fthe town. A tele-
phone was established in March of 1900, and an eoxtensive
waterworks and a gas lighting plant were municipally ownad.

In 1911 Charter Oak people 1liked to boast of their pure
water supply and invited visitors to enjoy a drink of their
water, which was always cool and refreshing no matter how
hot the day. The secret lay in the large coancrete reservolr
set in the hill above the town so that the water was never
above the ground. They were proud too of thelir walks,homes,
streets, schools, and their churches, all of which indicated
that Charter Oak was an alert, well-kept town. Although the
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town was small, with only %776 inhabitants in 1940, 1t sup-
ported three " schools -- the eight-room public school, th
Lutheran School,and the St. Boniface Catholic School. The
German Lutheran Church at this time had the largest con-
gregation, but the St. Boniface Church on its four-zcre nlot
wes the largest bullding.

As in other towns in the county, basevall was a popular
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sport. From 1921 to 1923 the Charter Oak tcam was made up
of professional hometown men, but in 1923 it won 80 per cent
of the games played, defeating some of the finest *teams in
the county. It amassed a profit of #1,000, which was di-
vided equally among the team members at the end of the sea-
son..

Charter Oak .continucd to be a favored trading po
its merchants alert to the changing demands of its 1
customers. Among the businesses in town during the 19
was the Farmers! Store, Inc., owned by a stock company
posed almost entirely of farmers. The merchandise of
would have done credlt to a much larger town. The Farm
State Bank and the Farmers' Q@rain Company were also strong
businesses. All of the stores were prospering in 1924, the
year when the Homer Hall Post of the American Legion spon-
sored the first Klomndike Day celebration. This affalr was
so successful that i1t was continued as an annual celebration
on the town's calendar.

In 1932, Homer Hall Post celebrated a Golden Jubilee
with many festivities, including & balloon ascension, base-
ball games at the Soft Ball Park, and all the exzciterent of
a carnival mnidway. The streets were thronged with people
who enjoyed the din mede Ly the merry-go-round, the Ferrils
wheel, the hawkers calling their wares, and the people vis-
iting together. The grade school students partlclipated in a
track mect at the close of the school year, and the schools
in that section took part in the Rursl Music Contest.

Business, too, was expanding at thls time. A new tele-
phone company was organired, and the Charter Oak Hatchery on
March 30 set a record habch of 6,666 eggs to supply the
growing business of poultry-raising. On Wednesdays the far-
mers who came to town visited the Charter Oak Sales Barn
whether or not they wanted to buy or sell.

Townspeople, too, drifted around to the sale; barn on
Wednesdays to see who were selling horses or buying culti-
vators. That was the year the Kluver Bowling Alley, an old
frame landmark in the town, burned. The firemen, fearing
the fire would spread %o nearby buildings and destroy a
large part of the business sectlon, sent a hurry call to the
nearby town of Ricketts. The two departments, working to-
gether, soon had the flre under control.
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Ricketts was one of the group of an
sprang up when the Northwestern Railroad
Wall Lake and Mondamin line in 189¢. Ricke
exclusively German population from the be
by the retired German farmers in this dis c
mans directly from abroad. A Farmers'SavinssBa
ized In 1901 when the town was only a Iew
1911, according to Meyers! History of Craw
Ricketts was the most pretentious of t..e ora
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<

er TOWliS.
Four years JDefore, its business district haed beer almo
entirely wiped out by fire, but the section had bLeen rebuilt
at once. The town, though it 1listed Lut 167 inhabitants,
was a wide-awake community.

.
o
3%

Another German town established on this extenzion of
the railroad was Schleswig, named for a nrovince in Gernany.
Schleswig, however, wes an oufgrowth of the esrlier fradin
post o Hohenzollern, the post office of this Gernsn “orn-
ing communily. Some people said that the ine Gernan Jarns
in this s=2c¢tion prompted the railroad to buildc this pans of
Crawford County.  The town was prosperous from The Tinct.
Pecopl» crovuded the cornfield where the town was stelked outg
in May, 1899, eager to buy lots and able to nay good pricrs.
The lot on which the Baxter Reed & Company bLank wns Dnilt
brought $600. Not 1long aflfterward, Jergen Schrelder nowved
the post office bullding at Hohenrollern from its old lo-
cation to Schleswig, and in 18¢0 the town had a popu-
lation of 230 persons who almost iIrmediately Iincorporated
their town and elected its first mayor. Before the vezr
ended a Schleswig Opera Company was orzanized, and an  QOpera
House costing $6,000 was erected to provide a public meeting

place.

Schleswig became a shipping point at once. Farmers

had had to haul their stock and grain to Denison or Charter
0zk found Schleswig a shorter haul. In the early years o
the town's history, the surrounding community Dbecane
stock-raising center. During the first six years, the iar-
mers shipped in hundreds of carlocads of corn to feed stocu.

wors D

Schleswip had no pioneer period. The Dbusiness abuild—
ings and the homes were substantial and comfortable from the
first. Every home had its smooth lawn and flower beds en-
closed in neat hedges, and cerent and Dboard walks osoon
stretched in every direction. Schools and churches re-
flected the town's prosperity, and modern Iimprovements were
taken for granted in every building. By 1909 1t was eshab-
lished as one of the good sized towns in the community, wlth
455 1inhabitants. It was during this year that Schleswig
held a gala celebration which has becn rather sadly re-
membered: it wgs followed by a typhold fever epldemic and
30 who had attended the affair from various parts o’ the
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county were stricken. A number of them died. The fever was
remembered long after the cause of the celebration was for-
gotten.

Stock shipping played an influential part in establish-
ing the town's prosperity. In 1910 one buyer shipped 1356
carloads of livestock. Of these 150 <carloads held 10,190
hogs which averaged 242 pounds, for which the buyer paid
$242,774.43.

In 1911 Schleswig wes rated one of the richest towns of
its size in TIowa. Meyers said, in his History of Crawford
Countyy "Schleswig may well boast itself as being the most
uniformly beautiful of any of the new towns of Towa.! The
town then was almost entirely German, with only one or two
English-speaking homes in the community. The local tele-
phone exchange had 350 subscribers and there were %wo banks,
a movie, and a cigar factory in addition to the usual bus-
inesses. The local paper, the Schleswig Leader, was well
esta™"1shed and the locazl furniture store was the largest
one 1. either Crawford or Ida counties. The fire department
with 20 members, had a reservoir supply of 65,000 zallons of
water to depend on. The town was one of the most orderly in
the State and although it had four saloons the village jail
was seldom used.

oSelhileswig retained its Gerwman charscteristics for many
years. During the World War many of its young men saw ser-—
vice, and upon their return the Hi Line Post 179 of the
American Legion was organized.

It became the custom for many in the county to drive up
to Schleswig to watch the activities of the annual "Shipping
Day." The stock feeders took their herds to Schleswis on
that day, driving them to the stockyards if thelr farms were
near the town, otherwise hauling them Ly truck so that they
could be shipped to the International Livestock Show at Chi-
cago, Illinois. Hundreds of visitors thronged the stireets
to watch the loadings of the sleek stock, fattened to wnrims
beeves from Texas, Nebraclka, and Colorado calves.

Each year as the watchers saw the cattle loaded they
made wagers among themselves as to which bunches would pass
the "sifting committee" at Chicago and get into the exhibi-
tion ring.

In 1939 three trains were taken to Carroll, Iowa, where
they were added to other trainloads to riake s "beef special.”
Forty-five carloads were chipped from Schleswig -- 13 of
Aberdeen Angus and 32 of Herefords. The abundance of grass
and feed that year had put the cattle into prime condition.
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On July 27, 28, and 29, 1939, the town celebrated its
fortieth anniversary with a carnival entertainment. In sd-
dition to the shows, dances, and concessions, the Schleswig
state charmpionship’ high school band gave a number of con-
certs. To publicize this event, the business men had sent
out a caravan of 25 cars which traveled 300 mniles and
visited 21 towns. In the caravan were the band and G
boosters. In 1920 Schleswig had 655 inhabltants; the 194C
population was 628,

Neilghbor to Schleswig, and estsblished Dby the North-
western Railroad during the same year, is Kiron, center or
the Swedish settlement in the county. The town 1s the out-
growth of 0ld Kiron, a small village clustered around a post
office, a store,and a school. Mail was carried to thils post
office from Deloit in 1873, only a few years after the Tirst
Swedish farmers settled in this vicinlity. In 189% when the
Wall Leke and Mondamin branch of the Northwestern was bullt
through this area, dispute with the town authorities
prompted the railroad olfficials to locate the station of
Kiron several miles away from the 01d Kiron settlement. A
town was platted and a sale of town lots was held in August.
There was a general exodus from the O0ld Kiron to the new
town, though some of the older settlers remalned in Cld
Kiron even after the new town grew.

The » are several stories as to how Kiron got its name.
Accordiny vo one it came from the brook, Kidron, mentioned
in the Binle (but - with the "a" dropned for euphony); but
another source says that Kidron is the name of a settlement
in Manchuria.

Two months after the Kiron Sentinel published its first
issue in March 1900, the town was incorporated. The Council
members elected to carry on the affairs of the village held
their first meeting in the waiting room of the Chicago and
Northwestern depot. During the next year the town lost the
Mauritz Brothers' Hotel and the Auchstetter saloon by fire,
a grain elevator, however, had been bullt and Peter Nord anc
. P. Swanson were buying stock. The loss of the hotel was
offset by the erection of an Opera House in 1902, sponsored
by the Kiron Hall Assoclation, and the building of the Farn-
er Iumber and Coal Company in 1903. The townspeople and the
farmers in the surrounding cormunities soon found good trad-
ing opportunities at Kiron and the little town grew slowly.

Early in the 1900's Kiron, like other towns in Crawflord
County, increased its population when pioneer farmers re-
tired and moved in. Amcng these was John A. Erickson who
had come to the county during the sixties. Back in the days
when the prairie grass grew six feet tall, he had been lost
in a storm on this very slte. He was hauling logs from the
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Boyer River to one of his pastures so that he could have
them when he needed them the following surmer. He had just
finished hauling the third load when 1t began to snow. By
the time he had dumped the last log of that load in Iis
pasture, the snow was falling fast and the wind was rising-
Home was five miles away across an unmarked prairie. Confi-
dent that the oxen would find a way, he turned them in that
direction, tied a sack around his head to protect himself
from the freezing cold, grasped the reins in one hand and &a
stake on the sled in the other and set out walking. The
storm 1incressed, but he felt relieved when he crossed a
bridge he had bullt over a creek that ran through his land-
The oxen, however, instead of going home, followed the path
of the storm and drifted into the cornfield where Xiron was
later platted. It was then that ZErickson realized he was
lost. e stopped the oxen, established his position as best
he could, and turned the oxen in the likeliest direction he
could guess. Fortunately his guess was right. It snowed
during the next three days and nights, and the ZErlcksons
were snow-bound. Erickson recalled, too, that the sod house
he had made in November 1868 burned only a few months later,
destroying all that he and his wife owned.

Many of Kiron's population were sturdy piloneers who had
weathered the hszsrd times. They were deeply iInterested in
the 1iiil2 town's welfare. Among them was Andrew Norelius
who served 0ld and new Kiron as postmaster for 18 years be-
fore e rzlinquished the job to sanother. Norelius also
served as secretary of the Kiron Farmers Mutual Insurance
Association for 25 yesrs, and was one of the best known old
piloneers. These pioneers were joined by a group of younger
settlers who were also interested in the welfare of the town.
In 1908 A. E. Anderson, who wa well known to the r™ural
housewives north and west of Xiron, abandoned hils peddler's
wagon to estauvlish a general store at Kiron, and hls former
patrons supported him in hils venture. About the same time,
C. 8. Billings bought the drug store and soon had become sO
much a part of the town that he was made postmaster about
1911. At this time the largest bullding in the town was the
Swedish Baptist Church around which many of the community
activities centered. The town did not yet hgve an adequate
fire department but the comrminity was considering an elec-
tric light plant.

Kiron did not grow much and 1life moved along at a leil-
surely pace. The town in 1940 was one of the quietly pros-
perous smaller towns in the county, with a population of 340Q.

Not far away to the east, Kiron had several neighbors
that were organized at about the same time. DBoyer was
started at the junction point where the Mondamin line orf the
Northwestern joined the Wall Lake division. It was chiefly
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a transfer point, but a few houses, a Methodist church, a
school, and a town hall were bullt. Brogan and Ells were
stations only a few miles away from Boyer. Brogan was
created in 1899, just a few miles from the Ida County line.
Ells and Brogan were founded by the Illinois Central, built
through the county in 1899 when its tracks paralleled the
Northwestern across the county. Neither town grew to any
extent. The principal business man of Ells, for whor the
village was named, was B, F. Ells. He was postmaster during
the period when the hamlet had a post office, and also
managed the store and the cream station built there.

After the early 1900's no new villages were established
in the county. Although the county gradually lost in popu-
lation, the towns managed to retain their identities. Sev-
eral of them with populations of less than a hundred, may
become ghost towns, but in 1941 they still clung firmly to
existence.
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CHAPTER 9

DENISCON -~ COUNTY SEAT TOWN

Denison began its history as the county seat in the
spring of 1856, when only the tent of the Reverend J. V.
Denison was pitched in the vacant center where the East and
West branches of the Boyer River had their junction. The
Reverend Denison, a Baptist minister, had been so Impressed
with the beauty and the advantages of the geographical loca-
tion at the junction of the Boyer and East Boyer rivers,
that he had purchased 200,000 acres in Harrison and Crawford
counties for the Providence Western Land Company; an associ-
ation that he himself had organized. To secure the county
seat on this land, Denison offered to give to the first per-
manent county judge, John Bassett, a courthouse, a hotel, a
store, and several houses if Bassett would name his site the
secat of governrent.

The next year Judge Bassettnamed the newly platted Den-
ison as the county seat, and the erection of the first
courthouse was begun. At this time the county had a popula-
tion of 256. Por almost a decade Judge Basseth as was with-
in his jurisdiction, managed most of the county business,
superintending +the fiscal affairs and acting as probate
judge, accounting officer, and general agent.

Scon after the proposed town became the county seat in
1857, Jacob Whittinger was made postmester. During the jyear
Francis Reynolds snd John Swain arrived at Denlison with a
steam flouring mill which had been hauled by wagons drawn by
from ten to fifteen yoke of oxen. The mill was put up near
the top of a hill on the Boyer, a site which Denison had
purchased for several hundred dollars.

By the spring of 1857, the Denison House and a small
store hci been bullt diagonally across the street from eszch
other. H. C. Laub was managing the store, which had a stock
of goods that had been hauled from Des Moines. There were
only a few houses, the several families in the town living
at the Denison House, or in the Burnt Woods district just at
the top of the divide. J. D. Seagrave and A. F. Bond were
among, the townspeople.

One balmy spring morning while everyone was at break-
fast, a large buffalo bull strolled into Denison. He
stalked through the town, walking through wire fences and
other obstructions without seeming to notice them at all..
‘Everyone rushed into thc street, for most of the people hnd
never seen a buffalo before. They watched excitedly while a
number of men peppered his tough hide with rifle shots. The
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buffalo majestically crossed the divide bLetween the town and
Burnt Woods before John Appleman fired a shot that finally
killed him. The Purdye, the Reynoldses, and others living
in Burnt Woods heard the shooting, rushed scross the divide
to see what was wrong, and arrived in time to sce the animal
killed. The bull, quite thin, hed evidently come to the
village in the hope of finding food. Horn marks indicated
that he was 16 years old. An attenpt was made to preserve
and stuff the head but it was too large. Almost every fani-
1y then in the county had a buffaloc steak and then one of
the men cured the hide and gave almost everyone a halter
strap from it.

According to the diary of one of the early settlers it
rained for 40 days out of 43 that spring, and the Boyer
Rivers spread out from bluff to bluff. Early one morning
Swain and Reynolds heard some one shouting for help and, in-
vestigating, found their mill almost covered with water, and
Benjamin Galland stranded on top of 1t. His wagon had
washed downstreamnm.

It was this spring, too, that an Indian scsre made sel-
tlers near Ida Grove flee to Mason's Grove. When the renort
spread, the neighuors "forted-up" at Purdy's Burnt Woods on
the night of April 205.

The town was still struggling +to get a foothold 1in
September of 1857 when A. S. Wright and his uncle, Ike
Goodrich,drove to Denison from Omaha in a lumber wagon.
After three days of traveling across the country where there
were no roads nor bridges, they forded the Iast Boyer River
and drove up the hill and into town. Wright sald there were
only four buildings in the village -- the 0old Denison Hotel
with six of its rooms unfinished, a 10 by 16-foot store, a
log schoolhouse 16 by 16 feet, and the Bisher house that had
only one room lathed. The first school wss held during the
winter of 1857-58. Judge Ford of Harrison County held the
first session of the district court in thils log schoolhouse .
Before the year ended, the Reverend Denison had organizecd &
Baptist Church in the village, and was presching.

There was great building activity in 185&. Clay, dis-
covered in the hills north of Denison, was made into brick
to bulld the courthouse, a better schoolhouse, the First
Baptist Church, and many residences. At one time during the
year 17 carpenters were kept busy on the 1o houses that were
under construction. Log cabins wers sut up out on the prai-
rie, too, ss farmers settled near the town.

The courthouse was finished in 1859, and in the follow-
ing year Denison decided that tne county needed a newspaper.
A hand press was freighted across the prairie, and the first
1ssue of the Boyer Valley Record was circulated among the
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settlers on October 1. The publication, however, lasted
only a year and a half. Isaac Allen and H. H. Crowell had a
quarrel in the printing office, and Allen was killed. This
ended all attempts to publish a newspaper until after the
Civil War.

Just before the war Denison was a hardworking, hopeful
little village of perhaps 150 people. Supplies were hauled
from Fort Des Moines or from GCouncil Bluffs. The ftown was
on no definite post route until 1861 when it was on the way
between Fort Dodse and Courcil Bluffs, with mail cervice
once every three weeks. From 1862 tco 1864 mail arrived once
a week, but there was no other contact with the more settled
parts of the State unless a new settler arrived between
mails and brought the news.

During this period of isolation the courthouse was the
only bullding that could be used as a public meeting place.
The unfinished second floor was in turn a lecture room,
church auditorium, Sunday school, and banguet room. Cne of
the most hotly discussed questions of the time was whether
or not the courthouse should be used for dan01ng. One yecar
the county officials allowed "allemande right and allemande
left" to hold sway in the second floor room, but the storm
of protests prevented 1its future use for such festivities.

Throughout the early years there was 1little to distin-
guish Denison from the other villages, except for the Tacth
that it was the county seat and nearly everyone visited 1t
at some time or other during the year to attend to their af-
fairs at the courthouse. The county officers, of course,
lived at Denison, and infrequent sessions of the court were
held there, but the townspeople struggled as hard to zet
along as did those in the other villages. The merchants
often taught school, surveyed land, or farmed a bit, and the
county officers plowed lsnd and cut timber. Living 1in town
meant splitting wood for home use, or gplitting rails fox
fences, Jjust as in the country. Both the town and the coun-
try folk were equally interested in the project of a county
fair, and worked together to bring about the first of such
fairs, which was held in October 1In 1860, in front of the
courthouse. A large crowd came to look at the displays of
vegetablss and grain, and to exaulne the cattle tied to the
fence around the courthouse square. Horse races were held
in the street.

About the sare time the first county fair was held at
Denison, the first crime case was tried. When two of H. C.
Laub's horses were stolen, Sheriff John Vore and three depu-=
ties pursued and overtook Joel and Sidney Yeoman who had the
horses. The two men fled and hid in the Dbushes and high
grass, but Joel was captured, taken before County Judge
Bassett, and committed to Fort Madison. S. J. Comfort, the

70



Tirst lawyer to practice in the county, was allowed $2.50
for Prosscuting the horse thief. Sidney was never taken.

After the (Civil War, H. C. Laub got the contract to
build the first telegraph from Boone to Council Bluffs. This
g2Vve rmany of the townspeople and some of the farmers a
chance to earn money by hauling and setting up poles. The
telegraph instruments were installed in the office of Morris
MeHenry, the county treasurer and, beginning on November 1,
1865, he served as the first telegraph operator.

By this time the Cedar Rapids and IM:ssouri Railwvoad
(later the Northwestern) was slowly approaching Denison.
Some of the merchants were erecting a few buildings to pre-
pare for the big rush of business that would soon follow.
When the railroad finally reached the +town in the latter
part of 1865, the townspeople were virtually swallowed by
the surging mass of Irish railroad workers, the supervising
engineers, the adventurers, and the new settlers who arrived
and stayed Quring the few months when the town was the rail-
road terminal. Denison then became an important center for
the surrounding counties. Settlers in Ida, Monona, Shelby,
and Pottawattamie counties drove in to see the railroad and
to ride on it. Maill routes to Monona County, to Harlan, and
to Odebolt were established, and there was tri-weekly stage
service to Boone and Jefferson.

The authorities were not able to cope with the harum-
scarum newcomers who knew that for them Denison was only a
temporary terminal of the railrocad. Teamsters who drove
freight wagons from the end of the railroad to Sioux City
jolned the motley throng. Although all the land deeds con-
tained a clause that no saloons could be built on property
in the town, a good half dozen sprang up and ran with little
or no restraint. Brawls were frequent, and the hsrd working
rallroad men often lost all of thelr week's pay in the £ ari-
bling houses on Saturday nights.

When the railroad builders had arrived within wallking
distance of the town, people strolled out %o watch the Irish
laborers grading the path of the railroad by the slow proc-—
ess of hauling wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow of dirt and
dumping 1t along the surveyor's line, building roadbed that
the first spring flood could seep away. The Irish, imported
to do the work, lald the flimsy 656-pound rails upon ties
that were none too strong. Modern railroad builders dub the
old tracks "two streaks of rust and a right of way."

The small engines of the early railroads could haul
only five or six of the 1little wooden Passenger coaches,
which were heated in winter by tiny wood-burning stoves. An
engine pulling ten or twelve carloads of cattle was heavily
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With its new Swedish and German immigrants swelling the
population, the county felt growing pains that soon showed
in the inadequacy of the courthouse. A frame addition was
added to the old brick bullding in 1871 and this addition
became popularly known as the "wart." TITand agents ther
than the Reverend Denison were now booming the county. Doth
the Rallroad Land Company and the American Emigrant Compan:,
which had taken over some of the swamplands, had agents at
Denison. 1In 1875 they sold 10,000 acres.

During the 1870's the German influence became predor-
inant in the village and as the population increased the in-
terests of the town changed. Civic improvements were urged
and couunty falrs were resumed. The Falr Association erected
a wortly exhibition place, Floral Hall, on the newly pur-
chased Falrground at the west edge of town. The land was
neatly fenced and a half-mile 1rgce track was bullt so that
the fair could compete with the nearby Nebraska State Falr
at Omaha.

The problem of sidewalks became as much a matter of
public concern in 1873 as cerent roads did in the 1920!'s.
A sldewalk association was formed to build a walk from Main
Street down Broadway to Locust, and then down Locust to the
depot. The Northwestern Railroad and the Providence Westerm
Land Company each donated a hundred dollars to start the
work. The lumber arrived on May 13, and the board sidewalk
was begun. Since there was no established grade, the walks
dipped up and down and unfamiliar strangers had to watch
theilr steps to avold sudden surprises. The walk on the east
gide of Main Street was high above the road and had a long
flight of stairs leading down to Broadway.

This year too, grasshoppers devoured the gardens in the
town as they had the year before. Not even the blade of an
onion was left when their voracious appetites were satisfied
and they flew to greener fields. About this time a Cemetery
Association bought the cemetery, and a 1little later there
were complaints that it had not been fenced. Cattle and
horses cropped the cemetery grass and trampled the graves,
some times knocking the tombstones over.

The business and industrial section of the town grew
healthily, In 1874 alone a new warehouse, a grain elevator,
a mill, and the two-story McHenry Hall were erected. The
first floor of the hall was used by the bank, and the second
floor for the social, political, and theatrical gatherings
of the community. In addition, a Catholic church and a num-
ber of homes were bullt. The following year the business
men of the town formed the Denison Protective Assoclation to
provide a night watchman for the business section. The men
subscribed about $500 to pay a monthly salary to a night
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watchman whose duties were to keep a 1lookout for fires and
burglars. A Mr. Holst, the first watchnan, served Ifor a
number of years. At this time soap, cheese, bricks, and ag-
ricultural implerients were being manufactured. J. P. luel-
ler in this year hung the first German sign in the business
district. It was the vear when the high tide of German inm-
misration began, and 67 carloads of German household end
farm poods were unloaded in a short time.

The cultural life of the town broadened also. Lyceums,
at which a given subject for debate was presented by a se-
lected sextet, were still a drawing card, but theatrical
presentations by home talent groups became more popular, and
the interest in political events grew kKeener., With the com-
ing of the music-loving Germans a wide variety of musical
instruments became avallable for the home talent programs.
One historian remarks, concerning the year 1873, there were
"twenty-four organs, seven planos, and two wmelodeons, not
to speak of numerous violins, guiltars, banjos, brass horns,
.and cats."

In September, 1875, when Grady's Circus came to town,
several thousand people were on hand to see the parade and
the afternoon show. It proceeded happily except for the bal-
loon ascension, which high winds prevented. A rain storm
lasting all night stopped the evening performance. About
fifteen or twenty of the circus men left the show to have a
"high 0ld time" in town and went to Ed Trowbridge's Billisrd
Hall where they enjoyed billiards and drinking for a while.

According to the Denison Review for September 17, 1875,
"this soon began to get noisy, and those who did not belong
to their crowd began to get Dbgck into the corners out of
their way. It was evident that a big fight was brewing, and
guite a nuriber left the hall... When it became apparent that
the town people were thinning out, the showmen began to rut-
ter angry threats that they would clean out the d---d town."

Trouble began in the Dbar-room, adjoining the billiard
hall. This room was long, but scarcely wide enough toc let
two men pass. When William Hubbell came in, the showmen at-
tempted to shove him out. The scuffle took them out into
the billiard room where Hubbell succeeded in knocking sev-
eral of the circus men down before one of them struck him
on the head with a billliard cue. Several of them then
kicked and pounded him until he managed to escape. He was
taken to the Greenough and Bullock drug store to have his
head bound. The showmen then turned on Isaac Jones and
struck him with a billiard ball. They fought until Jones
was badly brulsed, and several of the circus men were hurt.
After these men had been taken to Kirk's drug store and had
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their wounds dressed, they started across the street toward
the Greenough and Bullock druj store. VWhen they saw Hubbell
just ready to come out, the fight began again. Several ol
the showmen were thrown bodily out of the store, but several
others managed to get in. Some one filred a jun, and the
drug store door was shut and the lights turned out.

The showrien outside shot into the store and slivercd
the glass, and those inside tried to rob the money drawer .
Greenough and Bullock succeeded in driving the showmen out
through the back door, but during the Ifight an oll lamp was
knocked over and one side of the store took fire. 1In spite
of the Ffact that the light from the blazing fire made him a
good target, Greenough seized a Dbroom and beat it out. Two
of the bullets shot at him Dbarely missed his head. The men
inside the store fired about +ten ghots in quick succession
and wounded three of the showmen. One of then, shot three
times, was taken to the DBurke Ilouse, but the other two went
on with the show.

The Denison Review concludes 1ts account with the re-
mark, "The greatest wonder after the fight was over, was
that no one but the showmen got shot -- none of the citizens
or country men being hurt during the fight with pistols.
Only three whole panes of glass were left 1n front of the
store and the heavy glass in both show cages was smashed to
pieces, while many of the fine glass-covered display cases
were badly damaged." Such a fray belongs to the ploncer
days when law enforcement was stinted both by popular senti-
ment and equiprent. The conservative people were none too
prepared, and wmany of the citizens enjoved a good fight.
Officers of the law were few In number.

Happier events of the year were tho formation of the
Library Association and J. Fred Meyer's purchase of the
Denison Review in 1875. He edited the paper for a pood rnany
years and in 1911 wrote a vivid history of the county. Lauvb
and Hayne, general merchants, gave the housewives their
first taste of "to your door service" when they bought a de-
livery wagon and the ladies no longer had to lug their pur-
chases home.

During the presidentlal clection of 1876, the Hayes and
Wheeler Minutemen staged a torchlight parade with 70 torches
in the proccssion, martial music, and flag Dbearers. Joined
by a cheering crowd, they marched to Mayor Bond's house and
congregated on the lawn to hear and applaud the speeches and
music in the wavering shadows cast by the flaming, smoking
torches.

At the close of the seventies the town was booning-
The Northwestern was still the only railroad in the county,
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and Denison was the chief shipping center. During the last
four months of 1879, shippers had sent out 454 carloads of
grain and 54 of stock, and 137 carlcads of lumber had been
shipped in. Die Denison Zeitung was established in 187¢ as
a Oerman edition of the Denison Review. Both papers were
under the direct editorial control of Frederick Meyer. The
German Mutual Insurance Assoclation was organized at C. J.
Holling's home on December 29. This company sold fire,
lightning, tornado, and windstorm protection to the Gernan
farmers of Crawford and Ida counties. Fifteen years later,
it had 389 members and carried $450,903 in risks. In 1910,
it boasted 1,650 members and carried 6,228,425 in risks.

The Denlison Review published a boom edition at the
close of 1879 and reported, "Denison is a village of 1,500
inhabitants; we have no municipgl or school debts, and we
have two schoolhouscs with ample facilitles for six schools.
We have six churches, all very nearly free from debdt; Ger-
man Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodlst, Baptist, Presby-
terian, and Episcopalian."

Denison citizens had more time in the 1880's snd 1890's
to develop some of the pihases of town life that had been ne-
glected durlng the carlier days. Social organizations de-
veloped, especially among the German citizens. In 1881 the
Germania Verein was organized to unify the German people and
provide a sultable mecting place for them. his group
erected an opera house which served the town as the chief
place of amuserent for a number of years. In 1887 they
bullt and supervised the German Language School which was
conducted by Professor J. F. Harthun until he became editor

of the Zeitung.
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CHAPTER 10
THE LATTER YEARS

During the early 1880's Denison made what some histori-
ans have called one of 1ts big mistakes. When the Milwaulee
Railroac decided to build 1ts line through Crawford County
and wanted to route it +through Denison, the town leaders
voted the proposition down, thinking that the competition of
two railroads would hurt business! Then Kanilla, a town es-
tablished by the railroad, became the head of the IMilwaules
division.

With population increasing in the county as well as in
the town, more room was needed at the courthouse and znother
addition was bullt in 1881l. This and the older addition did
not add to the beauty of the Dbuilding, and were dulbed "the
warts" by those who insisted the county should have a new
courthouse, roomy enough to be "wartless.!

In 1883, when the county offered a reward of ©1,000 %o
anyone discovering ccal 1in paying quantitles, the thoughts
of many went back some half dozen years to the county's old
coal hoax. W. P. Fox, a supposed geologist, had come in
1876, surveyed the county, and published a report in which he
prophesied that coal would be fornd in nwierous plcoces. Ile
chose the Malcnv fnrm as the best coal site snd persuaded
the county board to help him sink a shaft. He stated, "ITf
your honorable body will pay hired help every Saturday night
I will see that the hole 1is put down forthwlth. Foreman's
pay will be $3 a day, including drilling tools and ete. You
can employ your other men to work under my foreman to suit
yourselves, and if this hole proves a success then I will
leave it to your own generoslty what pay I shall have. All
I ask is for my board...." The Loard accepted the offer and
the work was pushed vigorously with the optimistic slogan:
"China or coall" But when the drillers struck quicksand in-
stead of coal at 225 feet, the enterprise was abandoned.

The German citizens organized the German Brotherhood in
April, 1886. The Brotherhood's membership at first was
limited +to those who had served in the German Army. Its
chief purpose was to promote friendliness among the members
ond to perpetuate German ideas and the German language among
the children who were growing up in a strange country. In
later years the Brotherhood included all who were of German
descent, and so unified the German influence that 1t becrms
dominant in Denison.

Other centers of +the town's socilal 1life were the
churches, each of which had its groups of ZIadies' Ald or
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Willing Workers. These worments organizations served church
suppers or sponsored 1ice cream socials to buy new carpeting
for the church, to repair the church steps, to buy a commu-
nion set, or to send theilr share to the missionary fund that
provided churches and Sunday schools for those in isolated
parts ol the United States or for heathens in foreign lands.
And they helped along the worthy local cause of providing a
wholesome meeting place for the young people.

When the ILadies! Ald met at some home for a qulliting
bee, the hostess filled platter after platter with thin
slices of cold boiled ham, heaped bowls with potato salag,
beat up her best sour cream Dbiscults, cut huge slabs of
sponze cake, and dished out a wide assortrient of Jellies and
preserves. The front parlor was carefully cleaned, and each
object on the walnut whatnot dusted. When the ladles ar-
rived and began to walk across the ingrain carpet, the thin
layer of hay beneath it crackled slightly and sent forth a
faint "tea oder." If a telephone was mounted on the wall,
the house possessed a very definite dlstinction.

Telephones came to Denison 1in November of 188& and
after their installation anyone who wished to spend the
20-cent fee could call a friend as far away as Carroll, anc
at most of the nearby towns. People at first liked to stand
around the switchboard at the Jagger Hotel and watch the
operator.

The veterans i the Denison G. A. R. Post, long active
in state encampmei 5s, returned proudly from the state meet-
ing in 1886. W. A. lMcHenry had been elected commander of
the G. A. R, Departrment 1or Iowa.

One of the favorite stories of the G. A. R. was about
Abraham Lincoln and Crawford County. For his services in
the PRlack Hawk War, Abraham Lincoln was glven a land grant
in Iowa, but had never filed his claim. Once, In speaking
of this, Iincoln had said that now his sons, Bob and Tod,
would have no tanglble proof that thelr father had been a
soldier. In 1860 President Buchanan issued a second warrant
to Lincoln. Pressed to make a choice, Lincoln accepted the
advice of his friend Grenville M. Dodge and selected land in
Crawford County, not far from Denison. This was not re-
corded until December 12, 1867, after ILincoln's death. The
title passed from the Lincoln family March 22, 1892. Lincoln
had not filed a warrant because he said he was "too poor to
pay taxes on land" if he had it.

The Agricultural and Improvernent of Stock Soclety took
over the o0ld fairgrounds in March of 1887, buying the
grounds and buildings for $1,025. During the following
years they gave the county some fine falrs, but they, too,
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concluded there was too much competition for fairs and sold
the grounds and building at auction in 18989.

Denison continued to prosper. The sidewalks on the
east side of Main Street, that had stood high above the
roadway, were lowered and the store fronts re-arranged. In
1887 a small library bullding, McKim Hall, was erected after
other donations had been added to Mrs. Mary McKim's initial
gift of $8,500. A fire company and a police force were or-
sanized, and two bands provided music for the townspeople
when they congregated in public meetings or strolled along
the downtown streets on Saturday nights. A baseball club,
semiprofessional, was Dbacked by the business men, some of
whom played on the team.

By 1883, the McHenry stock farm at the edge of Denilson
was well established. William McHenry, i1ts owner, was as-
sociated with his brother, Morris, in the McHenry Bank at
Denison, but stock farming was one of his chief iInterests.
In May of that year he bought his first four purebred
Aberdeen Angus cows and started the famous herd that in tine
made Denisonn known all over the United States.

Flood and fire caused disasters at Denison that were
not forgotten for many years. In June, 1885, both the East
and West Boyers overflowed their banks so suddenly that
several farmers were cut off from thelr homes. About three
o'clock one afternoon four teams, gulded by a man on horse-
back, attempted to pass over the small bridge that had to be
reached. The first three wagons crossed the small bridge
in safety though high water was running across the road, but
Blackman's wagon, the last one, missed the bridge and in a
moment the wagon, team, and occupants were submerged.

A young man named Angel, who was on horseback, and
Henwr Glau, a farmer crossing the bridge on his way to town,
atterpted to rescue the people from the wagon box, which had
temmorarily caught on a barbwire fence. Angel Tfell from
his horse and was drowned. Glau swam to the wagon box, took
the Nagel boy in his arms, and tried to resch shore but both
man and boy were lost in the flood. Mr. and lirs. Blaclman
and their son floated downstream. Blackman and the Dboy
managed to catch the branches of a boxelder tree and climb
into it, but Mrs. Blackman was carried with the flood for
more than a half a mile. Men who heard the criles rushed
from Denison, a good half-mile away, and managed to rescue
the Blackmans.

Soon after the close of the evening service at  the

Baptist Church on February 14, 1886, the Reverend Avery
opened the basement door and found the basement a sheet of
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flames. People rushed from all over town to help the fire-
men, but nothing could be done beyond saving the parsonage.
Most of the people 1n town, attracted by the flare in the
sky, gathered to watch the flames destroy the building. It
was the largest fire Denison had ever had.

In January 1888, people over the entire county mourned
the death of A. D. Malony, the only auditor the county had
ever had. He had been appointed clerk in 1861, and had
served as clerk and auditor from 1874 until the time of his
death. People came from all over the county to his funeral,
and he was widely remembered for his long rccord ol service.

Denison enjoyed a pleasant era In the 18%0's. In June
the "Log Rollers" of the Woodmen of the World enlivened the
town with convention programs. In July 1890, Civil War
veterans gathered from several countles for a gala celcbra-
tion at Denison snd, in the next month, Mrs. W. A. McHenry
was elected the National President of the Women's Relied
Corps, a patriotic organization that was one of the largest
women's federations in the world. Three banks gave an alr
of prosperity to the business district and, encouraged Dby
the growth of dairying, a new creamery opened. In time 1t
developed into the Fairmont Crecamcsry Company.

Progressive and prosperous though Denlson was, the
record of her fairs is discouraging, though the county fair
in 1891 drew the 1largest attendance it had ever had. The
Towa State band was there, and preriums were given for base-
ball, football, foot races, and standing jumps. The fat
man's race was enjoyed heartily. The exhibitions were in-
teresting. But the fairs were not so well attended in the
following years. In 1895 ®the fair association had an espe-
cially bad time. The fairground bulldings were demolished
when a cyclone struck the county; the weather was hot with
high winds and dust; and cholera, then prevalent in the
county, prevented the showing of hogs. A few years later
the fairs were dlscontinued altogether.

Denison's post ofiice was moved Ifrom place to place
until 1892. The grounds of the o0ld Germania Opera House
were then purchased with a Federal appropriation and Con-
gress authorized the erection of a $60,000 Federal building.
The old Germania bullding was then bought by the Masonic
order of Denilson, moved half a Dblock away, and remodeled.
Rural free delivery was established after the Federal bulld-
ing had been completed.

The affairs of Denison continued to go well. New
buildings were erected and the paper boasted that every
working man had a job. An electric light plant, bullt in
1894, pumped water for the town and furnished current for
20 arc 1lights about the town. A fine city hall was erccted
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in 1896 and the first local telephone exchange, putting
phones into a number of homes, was installed in 1897.

It was during this decade that Leslie M. Shaw camc into
national prominence. In 1895 Shaw was a successful Denigson
lawyer, superintendent of the large Methodist Sunday School,
promotor of the Denison Normal School, and much iInterestcd
in helping young people get a good start in 1ife. He had
come to Jowa as a young man and peddled apple trees to get
monev to attend Cornell College. When he was ready to [O “to
school, he walked into a grocery store at lanchester, Iowa,
bought ten cents worth of crackers and cheese to e¢at on +he
way and walked 45 miles to Mount Vernon to save the farc.
After his legal education, he settled at Denison and took an
active part in the town's affairs. He heerd Willianm
Jennlngs Bryan, then editor of the Omaha World Herald, chan-
pion the cause of "free 511vcr."

Shaw disagrced with his idezs of Dbimctalism ond ncde
a local speech refuting the issues. This speech was so well
accepted that he woes asked to repecat it in various other
communities. Then in 1896 he offered to serve 1n the He-
publican party campaign. The issue was again "free silver"
for Bryan had been nominated for president when he captured
the National Democretic convention WLth his famous "cross cf
gold" speech, and bimetalism hed been written into the party
platform. Shaw, because he was new ot the game of pOllTlCQ,
asked to be sent to the out-of-the-way tcwns in Towa. His
speeches there were well rccecived, and people liked him.

In 1897 the Republican state convention nomincted Shaw
s candidate for governor. Teems rnd excursion tralns cor-
ried severel thousnnd people into the town to see the rati-
fication ceremonics ot which Shaw accepted the candidrcy.
A few deys later the Democrats, not to be outdone, presented
the Hon. William Jennings Bryan as speaker »nd the town wos
again crowded with people who wonted to see the famous cham-
pion of free silver. The following yerr prrctically the
whole town attended the farewell reception which the leth-
odist Sunday School gave to (Governor-elect Shaw, a2nd he left
Denison, expceting to return to the 1little town. Another
life was in store for him,however. After serving two terms
as Governor of Iowa, he returned to Denlson a short time,
and then accepted the post ns Secretary of the Treasury 1n
President Theodore Rooscvelt's c¢nbinet. TLater he becnme
prcsident of the Carnegle Trust Company in New York City.

During 13898, the yerr of the Spanish-American Wer, four
newspapers were published of Denison -- the Bulletin, the
Review, Die Zeitung, nnd Der Denokrat.

In 189¢, when the Illinoils Central extended 1ts line
from Fort Dodge through Denison to Couwcil Bluffs, snd the
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Northwestern reached northwest from Denison to Wall Lake,
between twenty and thirty trains a day passed through the
county seat. Both the Illinois Central and the Northwestern
built large depots at Denison. When the Illinois Central
began its regular train service through the county on Decem-
ber 5, 1899, bonds had been voted for a fine new high school
building, and the German Methodists were erecting a new
church.

Many things that Denison people accepted as a matter of
course in 1941 came into existence in the perlod between
1900 and 1920. When Denison celebrated the arrival of a new
century and a new year in 1900, there were no automobiles,
no paved streets, no general use of electricity or tele-
phones, no Carnegle library, no movies, no adequate court-
house, no modern business district, and no city maill de-
livery. The first wooden porches and awnings were not re-
moved from the business Dbulldings until the spring of 1900,
the vear when the electric light company began its all nighs
service. Before that time, the 1lights went out at midnight
and could not be used again until the power-house was opened
the next morning. The Worthwestern had prospered enough by
then to double-track its maln line, and give the community
increased service.

In 1900, one of Denison's residents, J. P. Conrer, was
chosen in a special election to represent the Tenth district
of Iowa in Congress. Connor served as United States Repre-
sentative for a numter of terms.

The town struggled along with a makeshift library until
1901 when a donation of 1,500 to the 1library fund gave
Denison leaders the idea of asking Andrew Carnegle for help.
The trustees of the crnegie fund agreed to give Denison
#$10,000 if $2,500 was raised by popular subscription. When
J. P. Miller donated a corner lot for a library site and
$1,000, the local subscription was completed. Then the ap-
propriation from Andrew Carnegle was made available as soon
as the town provided an annual tax of one-tenth of that
amount toward the library's rnaintenance. Attempts to secure
a library had begun in 1874 when J. Fred Meyers, then a new-
comer to the town, urzed the establishment of a free public
library. The liuvrary association formed at that time pre-
dented a series of anmteur theatricals and entertalnments to
secure the Tfirst small 1library, established in connection
with the school library. The next year electors in Ianover
and Denison townships approved a property tax to raise $500
for a district library, and a committee was appointed to se-
lect the books, In 1876, 80 volumes were purchased and kept
st the Carr drug store.

When Mrs. Mary A. McKim died in February 1885, she left
a sum for the erection of a small library bullding, and
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McKim Hall, a small two-story brick building, wes put up.
The school and city librariecs moved into it in 1887. In
1901 Georze W. Schee of Primghar, Iowa, promised to give the
city $1,500 for library books, providing the city furnished
#2,500. Enterprising citizens soon ralsed the required
money, but the problem of housing the library arose since
McKim Hall was no longer large enough. It was then that the
appeal was made to Andrew Carnegle.

The library, dedicated in 1904, soon became the center
of the town's soclal . and literary 1life. Various Iliterary
clubs of the city held meetings 1In the basement, and the
reading room with its many periodicals and newspapers was
widely used. In 1941 the library had about 30,000 volumes.

In 1903 work on the ©75,000 sewer system, bonded the
vear before, began and the telephone exchange extended 1ts
lines into the rural arecas so that the people could ta
with their relatives and friends 1In the country. County
voters had accepted a (75,000 bond issue for a new court-
house, and hurdreds carne to town to see the o0ld bullding
auctioned off. To top off the vear, President Theodore
Roosevelt, in company with Secretary Shaw, visited the town
in June.

Tucsday, June 2, 1905, was "President's Day" at Denison.
When the »nresidential train arrived on the Illinols Central
road at six ofclock In the morning, special excursion

trains were arriving ecvery few minutes. Mud-spatterced
horses and wagons that had come throush the rain-soalkced
roads from every dirceticon lined the strects, while the

country people and the tovmspeoplc flocked to the station
for a glimpse of the Precsident Dbefore his ride through the
town. The drizzle of the three previous days continued as
his train was backed into the depot at 8:30 and he made lils
way to the landau walting for him.

The Sioux City National Guard formed the military es-
cort as Teddy, with Secretary Shaw at his side, was driven
through the muddy streets. At the schoolhouse he greeted
the children who were 1lined up outside wailting for him.
Pive brass bands augmented the nolsy enthusiasm. Back at
the station again, Roosevelt mnounted the platform that had
been erected beside the Lullding, to speak to the throng of
8,000 people gathered there. DBelore he had sald half a
dozen words, someone in the crowd freed a number of white
doves that flew toward the President and hovered near him
for a moment. The President smiled his famous smile, bowed
to the people, and beran to deliver his address on good
government. The local papers of the town stated that 20,000
would hsave flocked to the town Znstead of the eight or more
thousand, had they been able to get through the muddy roads,
then clmost impassable.



An editorial in the Denison Bulletin on June 4, 1903,
however, criticized the President's vislt rather ucatblno T e
"What impressions has President Roosevelt left on those who
saw him here?" 1t asked.

"...0n the whole they are not very flattering...It is
our own irpression and that of very many others with whon
we have talked that President Roosevelt has suffered in the
public estimation by his visit to Denison...'

-
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"Robust, rugged, tanned, height five feet, eight inches,
not too fat, muscled like an ox, herd as knob-like and stuv-
born as a prigze fighter, upper and lower teeth as white as
ivory and showing as he talks and smiles 1like the grinders
of a savage, President Roosevelt 1s not a handsome man by
any mneans...

"president Roosevelt's voice is rather high and a 1lit-
tle rasping...When speaking he hesitates, stutters somewhat,
and delays for words to express hlmQCWf...ihc most ordinary
stump speaker thet has appeared in Denison would not suficr
by comparison with him.

"Roosevelt 1is picturesque, he 1is courageous, he 1is
strong, he is wllful, but he 1s not the sort of man the
masses would be likely to pick up for President had not the
accidental death of President McKinley glven him thf pres-
tige of already holding that position at thig time."

The Bulletin errcd, however, in judging the peoples!
will. Theodore Rooscvelt was re-elected in 1904.

When the first automobile went through Denison in June,
1904, =he townspeople little guessed that E. C. Chamberlin,
father of the later famous flyer, would be driving an anto
of his own about the towr: before the year was over, or that
in the space of the next half dozen vyears autos would be so
corrion in the county that farmers and townspcoplc would hold
an automobile protest meecting. More and morce townspeople
bought autos end drove them through the county until a good
nurber of pecople met at the city hall in  July oi 1906 to
protest the use of automobiles. Yhe ncwspaper, in reporting
this mecting, facetiously suggested that auto drivers be re-
stricted to certaln hijhways in the county and that farmers
bring their horsecs to a ccrtaln designated place so that
they could get wused to the machines. About this time an
avtolist was fined for running over a goose on a public high-
way, but no mention was made of the fact that the goosc had
no right on the public highway.

Two of Denison's public btulldings were dedicated in

1904. Ceremonics were held at the new Carnegle Library in
August, and the corneratone of the new courthouse was laid
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during the summer. It is hard to remember today the color
and brightness of town scenes such as these, but there were
cancs, and high hats and ULright parasols, and the ladies
wore high pompadours. %e know that during tlhicese years the
town merchants sponsorcd street fairs, and becauty queens
were chosen and crowned. Each town had its Maid of Honor bir
popular vote, and the Queen of the Carnival was chosen Iron
among them. Perhaps the carnival queen led the "fashion
parade then, as later motion plcture herolnes were to do.

During these years Denlson was a politicaily important
town. When Senator Fairbanks of Indiana was campalgning for
" the vice-presidency in October 1904, he stopped at Denison
for a brief visit. A crowd of 2,500 people _reeted the can-
didate as his train halted at the Illinois Central depot.
Governor Cummins of Iowa accompanied him to the speaker's
stand nearby, and he spoke to the crowd.

Denison was an ambitious town. Its citirens wanted a
new hotel, a gas plant, a hospital. And they wanted an
opera house. These things all materialized within the nezt
few <ye&érs. In July 1904, records were moved into the new
courthouse, and officials exhibited their new offices to all
visitors. 1In the <fall, people of Denison drove over 1o
Arion to attend the county failr instead of walking to the
0ld fairgrounds just outside of Denison. It was during that
fall that the rural free delivery service of the county was
reorganized and a seventh rural route from Denison estab-
lished.

The next year, in June, postal receipts at Denison ex-
ceeded $10,000, and the town became entitled to free city
delivery. Denison was districted, the houses numbered, and
competitive examinations given for carriers. In 1908 fouw
postmen started the free delivery service.

From 1907 to 1911 Denison was an enthuslastic Chautau-
qua town. During Chautaucua week the townspeople thought of
nothing else, but planned their days to partlcipate in as
much of the Chautauqua activity as possible. Movies were
added to the entertalnment field in Denison the same year
that the first Chautaugua came. In November, 1907, Moenck
and Bond, managers of the Electric Theater, started to show
pictures. The Denison Bulletin remaried, "Ihe managers of
the show were a little disappointed at tlie start in some of
their apparatus failing to work properly, but they secured
a new lantern which throws elegant moving pictures of which
they exhibit a variety at every entertainment. The sane
lantern throws the stationary pictures for the illustrated
song whlch are making a hit... The pilctures are quite an
attraction every eveniny and the enterprise 1s enjoying a
good patronage..."
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Baseball took up a generous share of the county!'!s spare
hours. The Denison team was semi-professional, but most of
the players were men who walted on the townspeople in stores
or helped them deposit their money at the bank. TIn the suri-
mer time, the team's chances of "whitewashing" every other
team 1n the county was a favorite topic of discussion.

The many Germans in the county gathered on October G,
1909 in commemoration of the day in 1623 when the first
Germar immigrants arrived in the United States. The year
before, the Landwehrverein had been organized L the German
men who had served in the army of the Fatherland and had re-
ceived honorable discharge. This organization was affili-
ated with the Westliche Kriegerbund, an association that had
26 lodges. At one time it had a membership of 110. The
German Brotherhood, organized in the 1880's, welcomed all
those of German descent into their organization, and proba-
bly sponsored the German Day celebration.

As the years passed there were fewer snd Tfewer oFf the
old settlers to join in the celebrations and to plan for
civic 1improvements. In 1911, Morris McHenry, one of the
ploneers who had done much to foster the well-being of the
town, dled. 1In thls year, too, a scarlet fever epidenic
closed the schools and all public sssemblies were forbidder.

From 1ts inceptlion the Denison Chanmber of Commerce wsas
alert to new ideas. It was one of the first in the State to
promote the idea of a maintained all-weather highway across
the State from Clinton to Council Bluffs, in 1911. Motor-
i1sts passing through the town commented on its park-like ap-
bearance as they drove along the shady streets lined with
substantial residences and passed through the clean-looking
business district. By 1¢17 the streets were paved, and the
transcontinental Lincoln Higjhway passed through and brought
scores of motorists.

w

Vay 18, 1914, saw the formal opening of the Denison
Opera House with the presentation by a treveling stock cor-
nany of 'The Ghost Breaker." The building, & commodious
structure costing $84,000, was financed by a company of 125
stockholders. Two stores on the main floor sand offices on
the second floor brought in steady rentals. TFor years the
audlitorium supplied the community with entertainment in va-
rious forms, but chiefly along the line of comedics by a
stock company and the best avallable grade of motion pic-
tures.

In 1917 the old Denison Normal and Business College
closed, and the Denlson School Bo.rd, to relleve congestion
in the schools, purchased the buildings «nd ground. iformal
and Dbusiness courses were continued ss part of the high
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school course, and the o0ld high school Dbuilding becarne a
grade school.

On November 11, 1920, a nonument honoring the World Uar
dead was unveiled on its site on the Lincoln Highway near
the Denison Opera House. Spectators saw the flgure of a
Khaki-clad soldier on a tall marble base on which was in-
scribed the names of those who had died in service.

People in the town were beglnning to be air-minded L7
1927. One of the boys who had grown up in Denison was as
fomiliar with an airplane as his father was with a car, and
on June 4, 1927 the whole county was wondering whether
Clarence D. Chamberlin of Denison would make his fligh
across the Atlantic Ocean safely. They rejoiced when he
landed with his one passenger at Eisleben, Germany, on June
5. By 1941 two men in the county owned thelr own planes,
Art Frahm and Bryan Weberg. The latter had his own landing
field on his farm near Denison.

A new high school gyrnasium was the pride of the town
in 1927, and it was followed three years later ULy = T'ine
school athletic field and a municipal plunge. The latter
project was sponsored by the firemen and carried out by
public subscription. Athletics had long Deen popular, and
the athletic field was equipped with a good quarter mile
track, and floodlights for night games. Tennis courts both
at the high school and elsewhere were seldom idle.

Public school pupils enjoyed only one week's vacation
at Christmas time in 1936, but they got the rest of it in
February 1937, when they moved into the new {135,000 high
school and left the o0ld one (the former Hormal and Busincss
College) vacant. It stood in 1941 a lonely, dead-looking
building on the hill.

With the coming of the second World War, Crawford Coun-
ty welcomed its opportunity to participate in the defense
effort. On October 16, 1940, 2,337 men reglstered for se-
lective service training at the county draft board, which
was organized with Carl B. Hichardson as chairman. When the
national draft lottery was held on November 4, Ralph Kingdon
McKee of Dow City became the first in line for induction,
with Number 158. However, six men had volunteered for ser-
vice in the meantime and the county's first quota of two men
was filled by Elwer Bechmann of Denison, and Roy Carl Larson
of Deloit. ILate in November the Denison Kiwanis Club staged
a special supper in honor of these two men, then off they
went for a vyear of "beans and sowbelly, squads right and
squads left." But in the summer of 1941 thelr year of ser-
vice was lengthened by an act of Congress.
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