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TLE BEGINNINGS OF LER COUNTY

Lee County lies at the extreme southesstern corner of
the State. Wster forms more than three-fourths of Lze's
boundaries. The Skunk River marks its Dborder on the north,
Van Buren County on the west, the Des Molnes River sepzrates
it from Missouri on ths south, and on the east the nighty
Lississippi flows between Iowa and Illinois.

Geologically Lee County was the starting voint for the
clessification of the great series of cerboniferous lime-
stone throughout the entire Mississippl Dbasin. Here the
rocks were first defined sand described according to modern
scientific methods. 'In addition to the rich resources of
limestone, Lee has a 1little coel, which 1s stripmined.
Throuzhout the county's 520 sgusre miles fertile soil for
farming sbounds, although its hills are so numerous that Lee
is one of the most scenic counties in Towa.)

Thet the mound builders were the first people %o in-
hebit Lee County is proved by tihe series of mounds bordering
the rim of the basin known as Green Bay Bottoms. Thess
mounds are ovel in shape, two to nine feet in height, from
15 to %2 Tset in diameter znd from 30 to 50 feet in length.
Various relics taken from this group consisted of polished
and unpolishked stone =xes, flints, arrowheads, piesces of
pottery, and portions of humen and animel skeletons. In ad-
dition to these were remsrksble collsctions of fossils and
ninerals, including 2,500 of the finest crinolds.

The Indiens, who perhsps came centuries sfter the mound
builders, were the Sac end Fox tribes of the Algonguln fam-
ily. The Sazcs hed lived around Montreal, Cansda, where they
hud traded with the French. When the British overcame tihe
French, the Sascs were forced to Green Bey where they formed
an allisnce witih the Fox.

our first record of a white man's srrival in Lee County
ig of 167%, vhen Fathsr Marquette found Indians here, vis-
ited with them on the banks of the Des Moinss River, raised
a cross, znd addressed the Rsd men regarding the Catholic
faith. Father Marquette passed on, making no settlement in
the Iowa Territory, but confining his work to exploration.
4 party of French, under Father iHennspin (s Franciscan friar
sent out by the famous explorsr La Salle) followed tThe
shores of the Mississippi River touching Lee County in 1680,
and no doubt peddled up the Des Moines River for some dis-
tence.



The Beginnings of Lee County

Lee County was originally a nert of the Louisiana Pur-
chase of the TUnited Stetes from the Freanch Government 1in
1803. Thirty years latsr it wes included in the Black Hawk
Purchase.

In 1805 Gen. James Wilkinson, commander of the Militery
Depertment of the Southwest, dispstchsd I1t. Zebulon . Fike
and 20 men by keelboat up the Mississippi River to select a
site for a nilitary post somewhere betvieen St. Louis and
Przirie du Chien, Wisconsin. Liesutenant Pike made sceveral
stops along the shorss, holiing friendly councils with the
Indisns in an effort to pave the way for future trzde rela-
tions. The location he recormended was a high hut compara-
tively level bluff, 40 miles =2bove the rapids of the Des
Moines, now Crapo Perk st Burlington.

When Lt. Alpha Kingsley =nd a company of the First
United States Infantry wers deteiled for the actual con-
struction of the fort three vesrs later, they landed, either
by chance or miscalculation, =t a point only ten miles ebove
tlie rapids, 30 miles from Pike's chosen site, and camped be-
side 2 sonring of good vater. Liesutensnt Fingsley decided to
build tle fort at thils vlace which he called "Beslle Vue"™ be-
cause of its commanding outlock over the river, and reported
to his superiors that no site would be found more healthy,
or more advsutageous for Indian trade. ZEnthusiastic over
his discovery, he coumletaly overlooked +the militsry dis-
advantages -- the revinss which would afford protection for
lurking Indi=sns and the Dbluffs from which attacks could be
launched on the fort belaow.

¥hen the Indisns of th= rezxicn saw the smoke of camp
fires end hserd the ring of axes biting into wood, they were
much disturbed. Accordinz to 2 treaty negotiated with the
Ssc¢  and Tox - by Gov. William Henry Herrison at St. Louis
in 1804, the Red men had ceded millions of acres in Missouri,
Illinois, end Wisconsin to the United States, end in return
were grented the cancellstion of debts incurred for clothing
and supplies. Therefore when Kingsley =2nd his men landed
from their boats in September 1808, and began cutting the
timber to build a settlement of csbins, their action vas a
shock to tihe Indians,who regerded them &s usurpers.

Fesring stealthy attscks by vengeful natives, they kept
thieir wespons close beside them while they set about ersct-
ing log fortifications. Warned by British traders who re-
sented American competition in the Ilississippi Valley, and
stirred by subtle propegands, Chief Black Hewk and his Sac
and Fox tribesmen watched unhappily and complained, as Black
Hewk noted in his Autobiography, "The whole party =acted as
they would in an enemy's country.® The Indiens reguested
the soldiers to gquit their construction work snd go down
the river zsgain.
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Naturally Xingsley refused, but triszd to show his
pssceful 11Lentlon° by hurrring to open @ store and alloving
the Indians to take goods on credit, which could be maid for
in the spring from the proceeds OL their {all and winter
huntinz season. The trading house, known a3s Le Moine fscto-
ry and opsreted by Col. John Y. Johngur sterted business
with merchandise velued 2t $14,715.99. On March £8, 1809
Colonel Johnson reported het n3 bad on hend 710 pounds o
besver, valucd at $2 per pound; 1,353 muskret skins, valued
at 25 cents each; a bundle of °n¢v0d Jdeerskins -- 25,021
pounds, a mounting altogdthnv to #6,855.25; 3,000 deerskins
7in the hair,™ valued at %601.2¢; 20 f;rit quﬁlltv besrsking
worth $30; 4 second ouaTltv btsarskins £44; 176 otterskins,
at 42; lOO pounds of beeswax, st 20 cents per pound; and 908
poundo of tallow, a3t 12% cer ts BET DouUnG.

Kingsley was carsful to locete Le ilcine fzctory outside
tne stocksde, so thet tie Indians would havs no excuss for
recuasts sntrance  1nto the fort rropsr. But the Red xen
saw througn the stretesy, snd spent the winter scheming to
clrecumvent 1it., They ©wretended grest friendliness to the
garrison, even offering to dsnc befors the assemblsd sol-
diers ingide the fort.

Wnile tune men were relaxed und off szusrd, the Indizns
planned to £:11 uvon thew sutdenly and 1massacre them with

5

weapons GDlQS’lGQ beneati thelr robes znd blinkets. Whether

the ruse —aLlr Would neve  succesdsed no one knows, for it
was betrzsyed to the ¢ a3rrison by & friendly Indian, some au-

tiorities sav by & vouns wonan who weg in love W7t1 Lisuten-
ant Tingsley,

All winter long the scldiers Lzd been cutting and hsul-
ing stout oak ilozs. In the =2arly spring they rushed to com-
pletﬁ the DHuildings and surround ther with a five-sided
stockade of 12 by 18-inch white ocak pickets, to stznd nssrly
15 feet high, Two of the thrse blockhouses commended cor-
ners at ths points of the inclosurse nearest the river. Ths
garrison moved in om April 14, 1809, and Lieutenant Kinnﬁley
named the post Fort Msdison in Aonor of thie recently insugu-
rated President of the United States.

Kingsley wrote the ‘“/er Department on April 19, 1809

rezarding his warning of the massacre th Indians h&d plan-~

ed: M™Upon recelving this information (Lis warning) I made
every »ossibla  sxartion to erect blockhouses and plant my
picketo; this we did in tvwo wieeks {(lying on our arms during
the pnight) #nd took querters in the new fort on the 1l4th
inst. DBeing tolsrebly secure ageinst an sttack, we hevs
been able to get a little rest, anl egre now meking prapsra-
tions for the safety =nd defense of this establishment.”
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One day in Kay 1809 the TIndians returned s&nd made a
Zreet show of settling their tredirve accounts with the rich
P2its they hed obteinsd in huntine. TIn order to cslasbrate
the occasion, Chief Pasheraho asked overmission for his war-
riors to dsznce hefore thie white men 5t the fort. The Indi-
ans gathered sround Block IHawk in front of the entrance 4o
the stoclede snd  come of  them began to sway in dencinc
rhythn as  the gate swung open. Squarelv in the aperturs
3tood = six-pcund cannon, and even while the plottcré fell
back astounded, 2 soldicr Tan out vith & lighted flaﬂb, to

set 1t off. Cthsr ermed wen rushed out of the ”3“rlSOH £nd
ths startled Indi=ns n“stll" retreeted to their camp. hief
Pashepah stcrn “eprlr"pa from Iiesutenant Ilnﬁs¢e;,
and 1t llo*taru soon quit the viecinity. Afterwsrds

Pagheyp s permitted to proceed unmolasted with the
othsrs to Rucu Islznd,

3terk, trsnsferred nortk from Fort
tool commend of Fort ¥edison August 24,
;“75v At thet tinme the gar-

in
rlbOD consists u OL &1 OLILCH*S 5 rmen vith seven sdditional
e

persons in the factory department -- an eaversge maintained
during the follom1ng tALee vezrs of comparsetive guiet.

With the wpprocch of tie War of 1617 +he Indians, in-
cited by the ©British soliisrs and traders who hoped to mo-
nopolize the northsrn Iississippi region, agein publicly
demon%tlst ed thelr rostility., Onlv Fort Madison rensined s
3 bulw on the wart of tie ”1qs1ssipgi between the “eneny"
and Stn Louic, and thz Tumited cztes Government wes then
considering abandoning tiis outpost fort.

Lieutenant Thomes Ileridlton, who uvceeued Captain Stark
as com *anclnm officer in Sertenber lSlu, fe2ced & tense situ-
ation. Th ;u?roundlng Indizns! smouTuerlué hatred flared

to tle point of an attacli on September 5, when s prospective
settler nsmed Granan ventursd ashore f¢om e ILississipri
and sought sanctuary in the fort. Two hundred “finnebsgoes
lung themsslves szgainst the stocksde, but made no rtrozress

and All¢6d onliy one man, Frivsie John Cox, whom they ciught
outside the barrisr. e was murdered “nu his scelp swung
from en Indilan belt.,

Tlie next norning the Indians burnsd Grabsw's boat end
two belonging to the fort, destrovad ﬁraln and livestock,
and Ettegytcu to fire +the fort itself by shooting flaming
arrowg into the roofs =nd by throwing lighted timbers down
from the surrounding bluffs. Several blazes were started
but guickly put out with water shot bv the soldiers frorm
syringes contrived from their lonsz sunbarrsls., It was treg-
icaily evident, though, tiat the ravinss and bluffs, natura
allies of the Indluﬂ“,%nTS &8 deadly handicap to the gerrison.

o
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The factory or store still stood umnclestad, but fear-
ing thet it wicht be set on fire snd that the Dlzze would
sprezd ovaer +to e stockeade, Lisutenant Damilton watched
until the wind shifted to the onwesite dirsction, then As-
talled ¢ soldier +to touch & firebrsnd to the store. It
burnsd with s11 its cortcnts, but its destruction resmoved a
threat of fire for the irntsrior Tortifi i A subsequent
latter Trom Colonel Jonnsoa to ﬁene-?l 501, Superintendentd
of qu&un Trade, set an = T 58,000 on the loss --

330 in bhdejﬂ" materd Fl "“d l@bo¢, 8C necks of psltries,
“owtn 530 ner “ack, wl,UOL, 120 beszrsitirs $1?O, zné miscel-
l2neous erticles to the value of 5750,

1

Tihe Indiens lurked s ¢ men=ce thro ugh many wmonths of
surface celu, =znd ir the surmier of 1813 1=21¢ szctive sisze to
ort Jadison. Vivid detsils of this reriod =nd ths Tinal
cheptzr of the fort's nistory were Jjotted in the dicry of
Corporal Lerding, = rzcord leyt ut ths requsst of his sweet-
q*°*t back in }eQL ylvanie., ZExceripts 7 : sriod cover-
L 3 throuzh Septcrber o, 18ii,o ié picture.

stless, znd most
ior ciisef, hes
still remeins
23 . ne hiss nsver
g of we rrad n slacly Hawls has., It

is vary ominous ToT U3ee.s

TJuly 9, -- e have hsd % terday, and ars
rectly slarned. Two of our soldlers w24 gone for water
down at the snring, when tlher were suiderly shot from ambush.
Tihe men weTre zmong our best our nearts vers

very hsavy. It ssens to ne t B is built in the
wrong nlsce, I believe thet ti i of Belle Vus (the ori-
ginel name), haunted tle bullders rather ther its pregent
name, Fort Madison. The spring is close to the river, and
1s surrounded with gullies snd rsvinss, where tue Indiens

can ambush and prevent us from obtainiag watar... .,

“July 14, -- A1l our vorl gone for nothing. Corporal
Srith and two privates viere det zilzd to guard the hlockhousa
by the sprldg Wnether +hey viere cerslegss, we will never
know, but ther vere outside In thse moonlizht, smoking.......
The Inulupo suddenly sprang on them end the men tried to .re-
zain the blockhouse. One =i v osavege thrust his spsar ia

ths opening, bsfore ther could 5aut the door, they forcel
the door wide open, znd in <ton minutes the three tvers
d=zad -~ viorse thzan LF&@

July 18. -- Our food is low and our ammnition worse.
We dere not suoot geme Tor fesr of vesting our builets, and

our diet is restricted in comnsequence. ILieut. P'lllton
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virote to 3t. Louis +today, 2sking for 50 pounds of musket
powder... and protested vizorously egzainst the useless vaste
0of his brave men in suclk z nlace...

FJuly 21. -- “'& hove been busy strengthening our de-~

TAugust 20, -- The calm hzs lasted long. e dare not
lay dovm our z=rms, and yet for szlmost a nmonth, we heve hesrd
nothing of the savages., ¥o message has come from St. Louis,
andé we ‘e undecided vhether our messanger recaeched there. I
art sure vis will have troubls soon.,

are at-

Tiauwsust 28, -~ Te fre desuora
T s our aid

T A
tacking in a  systemstic, rzoulzsr
from St. Louls?

FAugust 21. -~ I aeve not slept for two nisghts. Ths
WErYoop sounds coustantly znd we ere on our feet night end
day. The Indizans have becoms very axpert and shoot through
tire loonholes. Our provisiosne =zre very low, our amnunition
airost exhausted. 4id must ceomis oculckly, or we will have to
abandon this spot we fought so hord to keen.

3

“Septembar 1, -- The 412 iz cast. Ls . soon ag 2 trencih
cen be dugz, we will lze=ve this fort =2nd ro down the river.
Our bhozts ngva been safely guarded, end now we will hsve 1o
use them. Onlr & hendful of corn meal to today's food. Our
garrison is muck recuc:c, =id we have but 30 zblebodied men

“September 2. -~ Lieut. Hesmilton wag wounded today, snd
now I am responsible for the csrrving out of our plens. -We
worl: &1l the tinme, and the trench 1s nersr complation. Onlvr
25 men can work and thay must talke turus guarding the bleock -
OUSS .

"Sertembcr 3, -- Tonizht we shall lesve nis place -
thily Belile Vue, which h.s beern thie grave of so many brava
en.

guard, the sile reed vavLus s reguien, tho rlv r lﬂhplﬁ”
2 SOorrow-song, 1 the we rx.mo> soundins wildliy . the derk,
eclioed from shiore to sihore. ‘e were #013“, uut wa will come

“Sertember 5., -~ Afleo2t on the bro:zd river -- bound fo-

St. Louls -- besten ¢nd defented, Shall I tell wou how ™o
let™t? Az soon 2s it was dorl, on the nizht of Septembex 3,

tie men carrie the wounded tlarowush the trench to the ope
£l tbaaus poich were all ve hed. Thern ther gll emb BTKe"
anc I wsa 1L te fiie the forts ~- va d:ired not leave tha .
for the foe. Waen the lest rmip wias  3aiely  on the boats, I
took the torch znd set fire to the building and left szdly
and huubly. Yet my blood =3 fired with the veirdness of it
iiclking tnm noues of the bresve frontisr
e

gll. The fl-ies
s

)

{3
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(_—t-_
v3
D
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The Beginnings of Lee County

Jg“in. Civilization bGeaten bzck for a sscond, will e
pulse onvieard victorious, and woe bstife the one who stand
lr its path! The Indians did not discovsr ou 2scape unti
we wWsre oul on the river and the flsmes showsd therm t!
truth. ‘e could see them rushing inte the burai ing bullding,
but tlhs=re was 1little to <tempt them. Once I hesri 32Dlack
Hawk's volce, which once gard 1s slways remex

:red, 'Come
out, my warriors. his is Po-To-¥Wo-Nok place of fire..' To
the Indien it may be, for it is forever the vlece where his
ruce desires are ssaled. To us it is Tort llzdison, tae
frontier zdvence of thet wave, which cannot be repelled.”

Less then a genarstion leter, in 1834, Des }oines and
Dubugque countle were estavlished, embrs 011" whet was latsr
Lee 2nd several other TIowa countias. In 1835, when Lse
County wss still port of the Wisconsin Territory, Lt. 2lbert
¥. Lea, le=zding & pzrtr of dragoons throuzh the Iowe country,
vwrote a glowing account of his explorationc :nd obssrvztion.z:
ané of making the firs survey of the Des Yoinss Rornids.
Lieutenant Lee slent in ths saue room where Starr drew up
biie ©ill neming Lee County, #nd wrote thst "in considerstion
of my lLeving mapped, described, =nd nemed the &ares novr
known ag Tova and ¥innesots,™ the ¥Lea®™ name was put down
for the (irst county, Lee. ¥is eccount continues, "It 13
228y to see Low the trs nscrLbing clerxs changed the snmellling,
gs my rode oi spslling vwith the final 37 wes unusual; end
gs I disapoussred mneinly fromw tnat theatsr end Captain Lee
(Robert E.) hed come upon 1t, the name nsturally wss at-
tributed to him.®

On December 7, 1836, Dag llnines CQurtz was subdivided
into eix =separate districts, one o2f vhich was named Lee
County, but witih indefinite Dboundaries. Thege linss were
later re-eszteblished by the Icova Territorial Lesislsture, in

an zct approved Januzry 23, 1839
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THE TESSON APPLE ORCHARD

When the first settlers began to wmove into southeastern

Iowa in the early thirties of the nineteenth century thev
were amazed to find in the oprimeval forests skirting the
benks of the Mississippi River an old apple orchard. . Thsz
rees had slready reached msturity snd meny of them had fal-
len into decay: some hzd bsen topplsd over by storms, and
second growth saplings were springing upr about +their roots.

Who had planted the avppls trees? Surely not the Indi-
ans. 3vidently some white men, yesars before, when they hsad
sought to found a permesnent home in the wilderness; had
plented these trees, but had failed to estsblish theamsslves,

This ownership of Towa land was hazarded by Louis
Honore Tesson, the son of a French Canadian tailor who lived
in 3t. Louis. Ie voyaged up and down the Mississippi,
traded with the Indiens, and finslly laid claim to a besuti-
ful level terrsce of second bottom land, fertile and pilc-
turesque. A high prominence 2t the rear sfforded s magnifi-
cent view of the river for miles in either direction, whils
below was an excellent lsnding for boats. Lying about mid-
way between the Spanish mines (Dubuque) =2nd the ssat of gov -
ernment &t St. Louls, the place gave abundant promise for
treding for there vas a lsrge Sac village on the Iova side
at the heed of +the rapids.. Moreover, the position at the
head of the rapids was strstegic es the beginning or end of
a long portage. ‘

Tessgon approached the Spanish Government =nd his pro-
posal to esteblish a +trading post was favorably received.
On Msrch 30, 1799, he received permission from Zenon Trudeau,
Lieutenant Governor of the province of upper Louisiana, to
make a settlement upon 7,058 arpents of land. The privilege
was conditioned on Tesson's using his influence %o bring the
Indisns under subjection of Spain. Hs was also +to plent
trees and sow seeds, to instruct the Indizns in the art of

agriculture, and to spread the tenets of the Catholic fa‘’h.

Purchesing supplies in St. Louis, largely on crenii,
and obtaining about 2 hundred seedling apple trees of sew -
eral varieties at St. Charles, he proceeded on his northwerd
journey, transporting the trecs, it is seid, on pack mules,
iis family may have accompanied him on this trip. It is »re-
corded thet he married Theress Creely in 1788, =znd thetl a
son wes born in St. Louls asbout 1790.

Sometime in the summer of 1799 Tesson reasched the site
of his land grant. There he erected buildings, built some



The Tesson Apple Orchard
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fences, cultivated a smsll prBch, =nd nl2nted his  epnle

trees.,

For a number of vesrs he 1lived 5%t the hesd of tihe
rapids, fraternizing with the TIndisns and tradinz liquor,
pelts, snd besublss. Life on the fringe of civilization was
not =adventurcus. Dubugue, Gierd, and other itinera2at trad-
IS must have stopped on their Waw to St. Louis. There was,

however, plenty of excitement wiien the ice ‘went out of tL
river, when the flood vaters ross, and when thu Indisns weut
on the werpeth. Food wes not his worst problem, for the
river teemed with delicious fish, and gewme wvas abundant.
suell, preirie chickens, turkey, end deer wgre cormonplace.
Wild strewberries, lLC1b‘”rlva, end grapss verisd the menu
wiiile the agple t;ees viere too young to bss

Tesson seems to nave bsen lacline in tact =nd business
ab1lity, however. Ez incurred ths enmity of some of the In-
diens =nd wzs no metch for the shrewd Eritish traders. ilis
trading operations feziled, end he fell deeply into debt at
St. Louls. &sfter four yeszrs of petience =nd forbearance on
tihe part of his creditors, &1l of his Pproparty was eatteched.
The prorertv was sold for the benefit of the creditors at
the door of the perish church in St. Louis. The auction oc-
currzd in customery Torm &t "ithe conclusion of high Msss,
the people couing out in grest number, after due notice
given bv the public crizr of the town in = high sné intelli-
gible voilce, on three ﬁwccess ve bundevo, May 1, 8, 15,
1803." On tue first Sund: v oE WES bﬂd on the seconil
$330; on the third, the sdjudication, lOO snd subse-
quentliy, £150 by Josegh Robidsuy, ™

.

Robidaur permitted ezson  to remain on the tract for
some tirie thereafter. It is not known whether Tesson +wac
finellv ejected from the land or whather he left of his own
accord.

In the vear 1€34 the original Fort Des Moines was ss-
teblished by the TUnited Stestes Government on  the Tesson
grent, the b“1¢d1 gs of the Yort just north of the old appls
orchard. &t that time, evidence of a Torme settlement wan

here, =2nd the old orcherd of apple trees was a positiv:

landmerk. Several trees were bsering fruit, though it was
very ordinsry in quality. The Indiesns in the vicinisv
gathered the green epples so thot none ever ripened. Chin-
ney ruins end adobe remsins on the same ground showsd that,
someone hsd uade a permansnt settlenent there.

During the three vears the fort was maintained, a num-
ber of men illustrious in the history of Iowa and the Nation
viere there., The three companies of TUnited Stetes Dragoons,
which constituted the garrison, were commanded by Dtephen Wm
Kesrney, famous western nxplorer. Albert . Lea, in command
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of one of +the companies thst made 2 thousand mile merch
across the prairies of Towa =and Mirnesots in 1835, published
the first popular description of the Towe country. Zachary
Taylor ind Jefferson Devis vers ststioned st Fort Crewford
2t the +time TFort Des Moinss was estzblished and mav have
visited the dragoons down t““ river. In 1837, Lt. Robart E.
Leg wzs th=re, sent by the 7er Depertment to survey the Des
lloinas Raplds of the Iississipni for the purpose of naking
reconriendations tovard the improvement of the navigsetion of
the river,

During the same yeer, 1837, when Fort Des lMoines was
abendoned, the town of Montrose wss leid out by D. W. FKil-
bourne on tihe site of the o0ld apple orchar UnTortunstely
for ¥Kilbourne, howevsr, he Tziled  to secure a perfsct title
to the land before besinning his operations, and the heirs
of Thomas Riddick brought suit egeinst him for possession.
Durins the trisl Xilbourne sought to discredit Tesson and
his sctivities 2ltogether, bringing 25 & witness the Indisn
Red Bird, who claimed thaet he himgelf had plented the 2pple
trees snd thet Tesson wes an  imposter and & "che-wal-is-ki®
(¢ rascel), who had never bouzht an acrs of ground. Red
Bird's story was in mart substantieted by Blsck Hewk but the
court upheld the Tesson title to the land, giving the Rid-
dick heirs roszession. The casme eventuzlly Tfound its way
to the Buprerie Court of the Tnited Stites, which affirmn>
the decislong of the lover courts.

Lg the town of Wontroce developed, Tle Riddick helrs
dispoged of ‘thelr inheritence to various rpeople. The old
Orchard site et last came into mezsession of George B. Den-
nison who, in 1874, convey-d tiie plot to the town of Mont-
rose, to he held in trust for the 01ld Settlers' Association.
vone of the trees survived. The 1s °t one is sesid to have
died or disapwmesared rwore then helf = century ago.

Lying opposite the historic town of INsuvoo, Illinols,
Lontrose wze the starting point of the Mormon journsy acrogs
Towa towsrd Utah when the peopls of that sect fled from re-
lizious vpersecution in Illinois in 1846. £ marker ae
erected in lontrose at the starting point of the wegtwaxdl
trail.

To merk the site of the o1d apple orchard st Montrosc,
& tablet pleced on a grest boulder was unvelled in the Mont-
rose noolyerd ’uﬂust 16, 1930. The nrogram included ¢
rlsforlca* razeant by the Montrose Women's Civie Club. The
site of Tecson's orcherd was nesr the foot of Bluff Tark
F111 end wzs submerged by the waters of Loke Feokuk when ive
dam wez conpleted znd the vatars released. Tue inscription
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on the tablet reads as follows:

In commemorstion of the First Orchsrd in vhet is
now the State of Iowa. Growing from about 1796 to
gbout 1879 on a plot 3,960 feet east from this
point, it throve Dbenesth +the flags of France,
Spain, and the United Stztes of America,

Erected A. D. 1930, by Montrose Women's Civic Club,
the Tows State Horticultural Society, the Histor-
icel, Memorial =and Art Depsrtment of Tows, and
popular subscriptions.

The boulder is of granite, sither meteoric or glzcial
in origin, irreguler in siape, six by eight or ten feet in
size, with an estimeted weicht of 30 tons. It wes uprootsd
from Sam Little's ferm on Sneks Den Rozd, south of Pontoosuk.
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CEAPTER 2

THE GATEWAY TO IOWA

The kississippi River was a vital highwey for emigrants
from Virginia, Kentucky, znd other stztes borderinz on the
Chio or the lMississippi, but to the white-topped emigrant
wagons from overlsnd -- Chicago, MMilwaukee, or any point in
Tllinois -- it loomed as an ell but impassable barrisr,

Yiagons hsd to be unpscked and taken to pisces znd their
lozds divided. Then the teams hsd to be unhernessed or un-
yoked and made to swim, horses led by the halter and oxen by
the horns, at the side of a canoce. Imegine the impatience
when 12 or more emigrant wagons stood in line on the I11li-
nois shore, waiting to be ferried over -- the haste to get
the vagons unlosded =and taken to pieces, the long, disheart-
ening wait while the entire freight was being transmorted
bit by bit, and none too safely.

The first flatboat ferry to haul whole families and
thelr loeds st once to Iowa was at Keokuk, for the early
settlers of the Half-Breed Tract. The crossing under the
best conditions =required an hour or more, but as early as
1841, the brewn of men began to be replaced. A paper pub-
lished in Bloomington (kuscatine) in 1841 tells us, ™A new
boat, propelled by horse power, hes lately Dbeen placed upon
the river for +the accormodation of the ferry; and though
heavily msde, all of green osk, and clumsy in its exterior,
it swims like a swan and will cross in eight minutes with
ease and safety."™ Zight minutes -- how those drivers
shouted!

But the shouting ended in 1852, with the coming of
steam. Regular trips were made every hour, sometimes every
15 minutes, and crossings now +took only five minutes. A
tremendous leap in carrving capacity went with the steamers,
increasing the real speed of travel. The crude . flat boat,
capable of carrying a2 single wagon and team, had now grown
to a gigantic affair thst could carry 18 or more teams at
once and could load on whole trains of wagons. Money was
scarce, and ferry fees were often psid in goods -- chiefly
calico or raw wool. Here is one +table of ferriage rates

hat shows how prices ran.

footman $ .18-3/4
man and norse .20

one horse and driver 75

two horses, vehicle and driver 1.00
each additional horse or mule .18-3/4
meat cattle, per head W12%
sheep or hogs, per head 0B
freight per hundred 6%
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The fractions were a hangover from the day when money
wes &almost non-existent and the only change from barter con-
sisted of bits and picayunes -- the former a piece of the
eighth part of a Spanish milled dollar, cut with a chisel
into eight equal parts when the operation was fairly and
honestly done, but becoming eight to ten perts when skill
end trickery handled the chisel. The picayune in like man-
ner was s Spanish quarter cut into four ecual parts. The
tale was based on the actual circulation of the crude bits
of chiseled coin which survived a day when money was very
scarce.:-

while the ferries of the early days rendered practical-
ly the s=me public service that the bridges do today, they
were usually estasblished for private profit.. But the fres
public ferry wss not wholly unknown. At the extra session
of the First General assembly the msvor =nd the aldermen of
Fort Madison were authorized +to provide for "The. free.cars -
riage scross the Mississippi River for one yesr, of ell per-
sons with their property coming to Fort Mazdison for the pur- .
pose of treding with its inhebitants, and bringing msrketing
end produce to the place.F?

The Kississippl River wes the only adeguate route for
export, end its waters were closed by ice three months of
the year... The princinal markets to which products could be
shipped end from which grocery supplies, farm implements,
end mill machinery could be conveniently obteined were S%t.
Louls znd New Orlesns. Turchases of hardware and dry goods
were made largely in New York and shipped by sea to New
Orleans snd thence up the kississippi. The other transpor-
tetion routes were (1) New York via Philsdelphia, Pittsburgh,
and the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, (2} New York via Buf-
falo, the Great Lakes, and the Wisconsin, Fox, and Missis-
sippi rivers. By either of these routes goods could be
transported from New York to Keokuk in about 24 to 30 days
and at about the same cost, that is, at from &3.25 to #5.25
per hundred weight..

As early as 1839 there was a continuous line of steam-
boats running from Dubugue via New Orlesns and New York, to
Liverpool end Bristol, Englsnd. The steamboat register of
Keokuk shows that from Msrch 14, 1841,to April 15, 1841, 33
boats arrived. Indeed, this traffic grew so rapidly thet in
1844, 450 steamboats were smployed in navigating the Missis-
sippi.

Cn the upper Mississippl were two rapids, which, when
the river was in its lowest steges, seriously menaced navi-
gatione« They were known as the Upper or Rock Rapids sbove
Rock Island and the lower or Des Moines rapids, situsted a
short distance above the mouth of the Des Moines River be-
tween Keokuk and liontrose. Of the two the Des Noines rapilds
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constituted the more dangerous obstacle. Hend in hand with
the growth of steamboat +traffic developed the business of
lightering. By 1835 lightering had bscome a stasble, well
organized industry. In 1832-33, when the Helf~Breed Tract
was surveyed, a scuasre mile &t the head of the rzpids, and
another a2t the foot, were set apart for town sites. These
situations, later Montrose c¢nd Keokuk, became more +valuable
then any other because steambozts had to unloed for lighter-
ing at these two points.

Just before *low stage? wzas reached the steambos con-
panies were sccustomed to arrange the Dbosts above znd below
the rapids, according to size =znd draught ~- those of deeper
draught below aznd +the lighter ones s&bove 1n order to take
advantage of the shallover vater of the Upper Mississippi.
The "very low stage” wes too 1low for even the lighters to
operate which mesnt thzt freight had to be <trensported
around the rspids on lend. In the earlier years of overland
portzge the freight was carried along the riverbenk on the
backs of men or Dburros, while the passengers walked; but
after rozds were bullt, four =nd six-horse wagons were en-
ployed for freight while the ©vessengers rode in handsome
_Stagecoaches. Still lester the construction of & railroad
again zltered the method of portage.

The lighters were menned by experienced crews, general-
ly consisting of thres men -- two oarsmen, one on ezch side,
and a third, called & "gauger,™ vho manipulated the sweep-
osr at the stern =2s on lumber and log rafts. 1In addition, =&
special rapids pilot wss in chsarge,

Running the Des Moines Rapids was risky business and
scarcely & dey pessed without some nsrrow escape on the
rocks, &nd msjor accidents occurred all too frequently. 1In
1828 the Hexico struck Steambost Rock but managed to nevi-
gate s fer &s Neshville where she keeled over, and remained
a wreck for 40 yeers, . The Mechanic and the West Newton met
a similer fate on Mechanic's Rock. Many a proud packet had
been "hung-up® on the rocks of the rapids and been floated
off by sinking s lighter barge on each side, fastening them
securely tc the vessel, plugging the holss 1in the sunken
barges, and then pumping out the wster..

In the fall when traffic was heaviest and the river was
low, it was no uncommon sicht to see from 15 to 20 palestial
steamboats linsd up at the wharves, both at Xeokuk and Mont-
rose, awaiting their turn to be 1lightered over the rapids.
All these boats with their lights, their crowds, end their
music, presented & brilliant spectacle., The hustle and ex-
citement of +transferring the passsengersg,of loading end un-
losding the freight, end of "wooding-up®. the boats gzve vi-
brant life to the scene. VWhen the river development was at
its peak in the early seventies, the average zsnnusl cost of
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hauling the Tfreight over the rapids =amounted +to sabout
£600,000..

Brawny Americans snd rough-and-rezdy Irishmen consti-
tuted & large proportiocn of the lightermen end “rstters,™
They were 2 hard-drinking, loud~swesring, devil-may-care lot.
After the Civil War the Irish were supplanted by ex-slsves
who in s few years practically monopolized stesmbost lasbor.
On warm summner evenings these Negroes would come ashore with
their banjoes st MNontrose and Keokuk while their bosts were
waiting to be 1lightered, and play end sing the old planta-
tion melodies wuntil after midnight. They were fresh from
the southland, freed from the sorrows of slavery, yst with
the o0ld life so vivid in consciousness thet they seng on the
banks of Montrose znd Keokuk with hezrts full of old memo-
ries and new inspiration.

Staunch though the lighter boats "were, they endured
such rough usage that two shipyards were kept busy at Mont-
rose to repair and build them. In the course of time, as
commerce on the upper river increased, there sprang up a de-
mand for speedier end cheaper means of +transportation over
or around the Des Woines Repids. Reilroads were rapidly
pushing westward, sand a company was organized to build a
line between Montrose and Keokuk. This road, built in 1855,
sterted carrying freight around the repids the following
year.

The first locomotive in Keokuk, the J. K. Hornish, was
brought over from Quincy, Illinois, on a barge, in August of
1856. (This road wes taksn ovar in 1870 Dby the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Reilroad.) The coming of the railrosad
caused great consternation smong the lightermen of Keokuk
and Montrose for they realized that the whistle of the loco-
motive sounded the end of their occupation. It chenged, in
fact, the whole 1life of those towns. Much to the relief of
the public, the railroad lowered the lighterage charge of
30 cents & ton, between a third and a fifth of whet it had
been. The Hone Brothers, however, calmly continued to op-
erate their tow boats until the Government c¢anal wzs opened
in 1877. Thet put an end to the lightering of steamboats
over the Des Moines Rapids, end a once flourishing industry
lives only in the memory of the older inhabitants.

Although the lumber for the first frame houses in the
river towns of Iowa may have been imported from Ohio and
Indians sewmills, by the year 1839 the first log rafts from
the pineries of Wisconsin came floating down the Mississippi,

The crews of strong, resourceful, unshaven, ex-keel-
boatmen, upon whom depended the safe delivery of the rafts, .
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were generally rough characters. On duty night and dsv, and
seldom ashore from the beginning to the end of the trip,
they found plenty of time for smoking, drinking, csrd plav-

ing, bodstlng, gambling, and fizhting between watchss and
¢crossings.,

4 The raft boats, destined for hard 1labor, lscked the
showiness of the packets. Designed to tow long rafis down-
stream, they carried no swinging gangplsnks., Long safter
electricity was used for the peckets, the rsfters still de-
pended on ksrosene lanterns on deck =nd lamps in the cabins,
and for many years the headlicht alone was electric.

In nszvigeting the rsnids of the river, smzller light-

raught steamers were used to take the rafts over in sec-

tions, replecing the clumsy sweeps for guiding the bows of
the rafts.

The Rambo, Pilot, Irene D., Joe Long, and Wild Boy were
among the ITirst "bow boets.”

Outbtanding among the many raft Dboats thsat aph ared
upon the river in a pcrlod of 60 years were the Xit Carsomn,
Van Sa2nt, Lest Chance, Brothsr Jonsthan, and T4"cl3_gse. G01nﬂ
fﬂownstream these boets presented =z gracious plcture from the
" Lee County shore. Only the 1low throb of the engines, the
slow motion of the whsel 2s it churnsd the weter, the Taint
Jingle of the boat bells, 2nd the long line of smoke trail-
ing lazily behind or drifting across the Dbluffs of Feokuk
indicated the progress of this water caravan.

The log rafts, loaded with huge cribs of lumber,were
often hundreds of feet long -- some of the largest exceeding
1,200 feet in length and 250 in width. In Msey 1902, Cept.
George Winans brought down from Stillwatzr, Minnesota, the
largest lumber raft that ever traveled the Mississippi. It
contained 14,000,000 feet of lumber -- 11,000,000 feet in
the raft proper and 3,000,000 of top loading. The raft was
1,715 feet {one third of a mile) lonz =nd 237 feet wide. It
would have filled 2 train over ten milss long. In the rivern
water-soasksd, the raft and its top loading weighed about
56,000,000 pounds or 28,000 tons. The lumber wes  Wworth
dL"]_O OOL. There were 23 men in the rafting expedition --
boat crews, raftsmen and officers.

The actual +traveling time of the big raft between
Stillwater and St. Louis was 40 days. TWhen it reached St.
Louis it contained 1less than 2,000,000 feet of lumber, the
rest of it having been delivered along he river. Great
sections were left at Burlington, Keokuk, and other Iowa
towns.
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At almost every town along the river from St. Paul <o
St. Louls there was et least one sawmill. Fort Msdison and
Keokuk turned out thousands of feet of lumber = yezar. One
ceptain made five trips in 55 davs from Prescott, Minnesota
to Keokuk, establishing e rscord. Ais the refting industry
increased many of the larzer lumler companies owned =nd omn-
erated their own boats, but smaller companies depended upon
the rezular steamboat companies znd the free lance captains.
S. and J. C. Atlee of Fort Medison vwere the first mill men
to bring logs from the forests of Minnssota and Wisconsin
dovn the river by raft steamboat, to be manufscture into
lumbsr. The steemer Sam Atlee wes the first raft bost on
the Mississippi to ave en electric headlisht. The lost
reft on the Mississippi wes towed by the Atlee steemers
Ottuwawe Belle snd Fatnfindsr, and wes brousht down ths river
in 1315,

b

The rafting business grew to immense proportions,
reacuing lts height abeout 18920. ¥With the disappserance of
the forests end the raft bosts, most of the sawmills along
Tthe river also disappesred. Many of the buildings were torn
down, the machinery taken out snd the site occupled br some
new industry. But =along the riverbank an inguisitive
stroller may still uncovsr part of = heavy timber, a rusted
spike, the link of an old log chain, or the trace of sluice
weves -~ all thst remsinz ss evidence of the once great
traffic in logs.

During the ten yvears bhefore the Civil "sr the steamboat
had come to its finest development and was a sort of float-

& hotel =nd warehouse tiart rascunded vith 1life and music
and color. The ceptains painted their- -paddle boxes with the
names of the boats on a Dbackground of a brilliant sunburst
with grey -sasgles, or golden eagles, war eagles, or spr=ad
ecglas., ne Minnesota's paddle box carried the stete's cost
of arms; the Linnesota Belle had the picture of a buxom maid
vwith a bundle of wheat &nd a reaping hook; the General
Brooke snd the Phil Sheridan carried enormous portraits of
thelr nemesalkes, Oth=rs nad their cabins blazing vith lurid
Pzintings, many of which were svmbolic varnings to travelesrs
against strong drink.

Wien 3 nevw stesmbozat was launchied there vas no breaking
of 2 bottle of champagne over its bow, but honor to the oc-
cesion was fully and effectively done. It was customary for
the buildsr to prepare @ barrel of ezgnog hesvily laced with
whiskkey and se it in a convenient place, with tin cups
around it, for the free dispossl of the crowd., Instead of
pouring a libetion into the river, they poured it into them-
selves where they felt it would do the nmost good.
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Stesmboat races wsre sudden snd unpremeditated. Ship-
pars and passengers preferred the fast boats, the first bost
at a lending usually receivad the passenzsrs and freight in
waiting. Another boat, following soon after, got nothing
but the lsavings. The bost that swept the river sgeainst all

Li

competition signalized her champlonship by carryving & biz
broom on h=r pilot house. ¥hen & bastter hoat passad her
under way,she had to pull her broom in until she psssed the

champion and thus regained her title.

The showboat 1ife attracted a class of peonle who were
frownad upon by the starn moralists of the day, =nd shortly
before the Civil Wer their unpopularity was so grest thst
they were driven from the river. After the Civil Wer, how-
ever, thev rose up zgaln snd flourished richly dJduring the
seventises 3and eighties, when they began to thin down until
sraduzally they were only a Tew, and those Tfa2w stopp=d cnly
at the hamlsts. Among the troups thst visited ZIesokuk and
Fort Madison wsre: Carl Wsgner's Ministrels; Stones' Rivsr
Circusss, Burlesque Opsrs Troupe, and Lord's Dramstic Club,
portrayers of Mother's Dying Child snd Cur American Cousin.
The Banjo carrisd & noted Negro minstrel troups.

q,
t
d

Often the showboats and their performsrs-had "sheriff
trouble,” and were stranded for not mesting thelr expenses.
In one instonce the Ginsie, & stsambost conveying J. A, Wal-
lace's Great Pslace Circus, wes s=sized at Keokuk by the
United Stetes Marshal for fsilure to pay debts. The poor
visitors were forced te continue plaving thelr acts for a
few more weeks, and the cuildren of Keokuk, unable to see
the heartschss over unpsid bills, enjoyed the show for a
wxhile longer.

The Rapids Canal

Alongz the Iowa shore, between Keokuk and MNontross,
there lies buried beneath the waters of Lake Keokuk s&n en-~
gineering work of magnificent accomplishment. The Missis
sippi Rapids canal was for more than e third of a century
waterway of considerable economic importsnce to the people
of the entire upper Miscissippi Vallsy.

The lightermen, rough, tough, and ready, did their work
well, but Lee County was not to go on doing things the hard
way forever. Agitetion for the improvement of the channel
ovar the ravnids whereby the river traffic. might be carried
on unimpeded was begun as sarly =s 1830. The first official
investigstion was made by Robert E. Les, then a young lieu-
tenant, who was directed by the War Department to make a de-
tailed survey of the Des Molnes Raplds f the Mississiprpi.
As the result of his investigetion, Lieutenant Lee prorosed
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that one of the nsatural channels should be increased in
width and depth so &as to accommodate loaded bosts =t all
times. It was found, however, that this plan offered grea’®
difficulty in execution, thet the cost would be exorbitant,
and that there would be greve danger +to vessels navigating
thls chennel at night end in high wind. Othsr plsns were
offered, but were no better, and there the matter rested
until January 1849 when Gov. Ansel Briggs anproved an act of
the Second General Assembly of Iowa authorizing the Naviga-—
tion end IHydraulic Company of the "Mississippi Rapids® to
acquire & right-of-way for a canal arouwnd the lower repids
of the Mississippi River. '

In 1852 an appropristion was secured for the Netional
Government to "blow out the channel¥ =fter the fashior rec—
cmended by Lieutenant Lee. This work, however, proved dis-
heertening, and the sprropriation entirely inadequete. Dur-
ing the summer of 1886 = new survey vas taken of the repids,
which resulted in the proposal thet a lock canzl be built
along the Towa shore. Congress euthorized the project,
March 1867, to be under the supervision of the ¥Ver Depsrt-
ment, and work was begun the following Cctober. -The plens
called for the construction of 2 canal slong the river from
Nashville (now Galland) to Keokuk by building 2 gusrd bank
three or four hundred feet from the shore snd excavating the
channel thus formed to a depth sufficient to provide five
feet of water at the extreme low stage of the river. One of
the most difficult +ta2sks in the construction of the canal
was the excavation of the rocky channel inside the guard
bank. Electrically discharged dynamite for blesting beneath
the surfece of the water 2d not vet been introduced, soO
that common black powder had to be used., When the river
embankiient, composed of stone and rarth, was completed the
wall was ten feet wide on top and about 20 feet high. The
locks, each 320 feet long and 80 feet wide, were constructed
of the best magnesium limestone laid in hydraulic cement.
The mechanism for opening and closing the gates and wickets
was controlled by hydraulic pressure furnished by pumping
engines.

Between one and two thousand men were employed 1in
building the canal. Nany of the men were Swedes that had
Just arrived <from the o0ld country, the rest were Irish.
They lived in shanties 2long the riverbank Dbetween Keokuk
and Montrose. Drinking was rampant. There were nearly as
many saloons as other business houses.

The building of the Des Moines canal, for the time in
which it was executed, was an engineering feat compared by
some to the construction f the DPaname Canal. Modern ma-
chinery was almost unknown. As many as 50 men were required
to do the work of a2 single steam shovel. Iigh water often
interfered with the work. In April 1870, construction head
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CHAPTER 3

THE BLACK HAWK WAR

The Black Hawk War was the last mejor struggle between
the white men and the Red men for the Upper Mississippi Val-
ley. %hile it has wusuallv been considered to b=lonz to the
nistory of TIilinois, this war wss Teally a part of the his-
tory of Lee County and the State of “isconsin., Before the
beginning of hostilities, the Bleck Hewk Indiszns 1lived on
the eastern slope of Iove. They started on tle verpsth from
Keokuk, gesthsred st TFort Kedison, crossed the lississippi

and fought the only two battles of the wer in "isconsin.

Saukenuk, the Indisn villag thet had once been ihe
home of six or seven thousend Indisns, wes for 30 vears the
center of tlie opposition to the encroachments of the white
men upon Indisn lznds on both sides of the Mississippi. In
this bitter struzgle Bleck Hawk =nd Keokuk 7were the leading
actors. They disagreed violently over removal from their
lands. To Heokuk, fighting against the whites could brins
nothing but misfortune, vhile to Bleck Hewk surrender of the
aqones of his encestors to strangsrs wes dishonorable =nd
coverdly.

Year after vear the white squstters h2d invaded the In-
dien lsnds,defying the rrovisions of the trestiss, They had
devoured or destroyed the growing crops the saquaws had cul-
tivated. They tore down the frail fences, end turned lcose
horses and cattle to greze over the Sac and the Fox burial
grounds, In the spring of 1830, vhen the Indians returned
Trom thelr annual hunt for food, KeoXxuk =2nd his fellowers
stopped on the TIowa River eand built & naw villege. Blsck
Hawk and his band went beck to Saukenuk where they found
thelr lznds hed been surveyed and sold to the white settlers,
their teepces seized and occupied, while their own wives and
children weandered shelterless on the riverbank. Black Hawk
drove the intruders out &nd returned the wigwars to their
owners, In reprisal, the whites raised so great an outcry
that the Government decreed that Saukenuk must be destroved.
June 1831 saw the Indians driven across the Missizsippi to
the West barnk of the river, with their return to the east
bank prohibited without special authority from the TUnited
Stetes. It was now too lete to plant corn again and the In-
dians ceme to autumn with no food for the winter.

Tiie cause of the actusl outbreak of the Black Hawk War
was the return to the eesst benk of the Mississippl by Black
Hewk 2nd his followers in April 18Z2. "When the authoritiss
accused him of broken feith &and of planning a treaohergus
assault, Black Hawk denied the ciizrge of treschery, stating
that his people were suffering for food and thet the purpose
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Qf his journey was to join the friendly Winnebegoes in rais-
ing a crop of corn. He pointed out thet the women end chil-
dren were with him. But the whites would listen to no ex-—
planations and his refussl to return only brouzght 2,000 vol-
unteer soldiers to pursue him.

In the face of a terrific storm »f wind snd rain, Black
levk maneged to get his band, ineluding women and chiléren
and their effects, zcross tue raging river. The current snd
the wind were so strong thet +their cano~s, many of them
lsshed together, wesre carried twelve or more miles down the
stream. That crossing merisd one of the most amazing fests
of Blzck Hawl's career., Ths white soldiers burnsd Saukenuk
from end to end, but Blsck Iiawk's people were already gone.

bt

On the viest bank of the Mississippi, sbout 12 miles
below Rock Islend, Bleck Hawk and his Dband mede cemp with
neither food nor shelter. Upon threat of pursuit, he and
hig chief warriors returned to Rock Islsnd to sign articlas
of cenitulation, which included a »romise nevsr again to
cross the liississippl without the permissiorn of the Presi-
dent of the United States or the Governor of Illinois.

Black Hewlkk retired +to his 1little house to "live a
quiet 1life.” It would hevs been bstter hzd he mingled more
with some of the vwviorldly-wise chlefs, such es 'Wepello or
Keokuk. Instsed, e wes alone with his Dbroceding thoughts
upon the wrongs nls people hed suffered. All he hesrd were
the complsints of the women, who wanted to return to Ssuk-
enuk for the corn, beans, znd pumpkins they hed planted; and
louder still rose the clsmor of the woung men of his band
who wanted to go to war egsin. Black Hawk himself hed no
further desire for war but he wes over-ruled by his voung
men who, he feared, would depose bhim 1f he did not give in
to them, and that fate he could not bring himself to accept.
With +this Dbsckground of unrest, he wes ripe for the in-
fluence of two evil counselors, who appealed to hils vanity
and msde him believe that with one bold stroke he could re-
gain whet he hed lost. One of these counselors was Neapope,
a leader znd instigstor of trouble among tae younger men of
Black Hewk's band. He has been described as a man of
abounding physical vitality, an orator with a booming wvolce,
a "bold, cunning, shrewd, talketive, revengeful, and tresch-
erous Indizn, an inordinste boesster znd a first-cless lier.”
The othe evil counselor was the self-stvled prophet Wsbo-
kieshiek, reputedly Neapope's half-brother. This prophet
had a village on the Rock River where he held a berberic
spirituczl court, interpreting dreems snd glving out spirit-

2l sdvice.

By the spring of 1831 Weapope hz:d deserted Blsck Hewk
and gone to Csnada with the avowed purpose of talking mat-
tars over with the British. On his weyv home he stopped at
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the prophet's vilisge where e lezrned ths= t Blaclz Ezwlz hs
been forced across the Mississippi. It was =zt thisz mersent

that the two men concoct=d a plot to brLﬂc on ancothar war,

(L

and Neapope joined Black Fawlk on the Iowe River whers he ro-
counted feiry tales that Black Hauk ,ncefbed Iocr truth. Tihe
British, he seid, would s=rd guns, =mruniticn, =»nd rprovi-
sions e"rly in the springz. The2 prophet hed likevize
ceived wampum and tobﬂcco from tie dllfcrvnt nations on
lzkes. The Ottdwag, Chippswas, Pottarezttamiss, srd VWin
bazgoes vere his to command, ¥With suppliss sc abundant
alliss sure, Bl=clk Hawk thought thet with only 2 little
2rtion on his part he could return happinass ta his peor

Ie promised to get his brisves tozether snd to recrul
many s he could from the other Irdisn vills 5285,

Keokuk, when appezled to FTor aid, frankly ssid  thzat
Bliesck Iizwk had been nisl=d by liers :=nd did =sver ng ne
could to prevent the wild zdventu ure, even to rersuziing Ccl-

¢l Dzvenport to ask. for Govsrnzsnt interflsrence. But
srouced to any

nelt“ur “lashington nor £St. Louls couléd be
further interest in 2 disgruntlsd old Indisn.

Bleck Hewk, still believing in 3Bri
federacy of 1Indian nations cn call, mad
recrult men Irom Keokuk's Dbanc con il

v" . F
River. This sttemmrt wss so cflame with pzssicn a2nd elogusn
appeal thet 1t baceame known in history =s the ™’er Dance on
thie Iova,"
“ith his warriors, scme on noniss =nd the others n
canoes, Black Hawk =d his bend down the river to Keokuk's

villags.

Keokuk was ready for him. Be hsd a2sksd for o represen-
tative of the white race a2t his council of war and h3d

grented e scout znd  interpreter, one Josiah Swzrt 3 ns
some education, honest charscter, snd good nemor: vho vould
be ablc to give &n zccurets cccount of the speevhes of the
two orators. Keokuk alone Xnew of Liis presence there, znd
had carefully concesled the white spy lest he be illed.

Bleck Hawk set up his wer post nzeér Ksokuk's lodse. H
niriself, snd his subalterns in turn, drove their toms h“w]
into the soft wood of the tost &s a declzaration of wM;.
After that his werriors cireled around it, each of them
striking the post es his enlistment 1in the war. Then fol-
lowed the chsnts of the war dsnce until the breves hed
worked themselvss into = Llﬂ*tlnb Gelirium.

ight, Plyek Hewk made his
ilense. Tihen he began
etﬂa tie he:rt burning

hen the dance was at  1ts hel

vay to the war nost =nd signzlsd fo
sn impassioned spsech in wialch he
ales of the vronss the Indizns had

IAY)
(2]
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of the white men. His long recitel ended with an appeal for
war to reclaim their former homes. This would be eagy, he
stated. Their friends, the British, were coming with arms
and men to fight their battles for them end best of all, the
sound of the war-whoop would bring the many Indisn tribes to
unite as brothers in this struggle to turn beck the paleface
invaders,

Bleck Hawk's speech roused the already wer-mad warriors
to e frenzy. IKeokuk, quiet end intent, had listened to the
incendisry words and watched as his nen one by one hurled
themselves into the msd adventure of his rivals. Called
upon to spesk, he mede his way to the war post but 4did not
strike it. The moment wa2s feateful. Should he refuse *to
lead his men to Dbattle, in their fury they mwight Xkill him
or desert him for another lsader. But Keokuk, hovwever. dis-
- mayed, was messter of himself. The speech he made has some-
times been likened in its power to =#rk Anthony's 1in the
Roman forum.

Adroitly he stressed the nwwbers of the white men and
the hopelessness of overcoming them in viar. ﬁ"Their cebins
are as plenty as the trees of the forest, snd their soldiers
are springing up like grass on the prairie,” he szid. He
then spoke of the duty of 2 <chisf +to lead hils people in
peace &s in war. They had chosen war. But what would they
do with their old &nd infirm, their women and children.

Then it was thst he gave them their choice. "I will
lead you forth upon the wvarpath, but upon this condition:
That we first put our wives end children, our sged 3nd in-
firm, gently to sleep in that slumbesr which knows no weking
this side of the spirit land...For we go upon the long trail
which has no return,, -~ from which, in & few short moous, we
shell follow them."™X

While the warriors stood in stunned silence at this
proposal, Keokuk +turned to Bleck Hawk in bittsr reproach
that his long experience upon the warpath had not taught him
the futility of iis venture; that brooding upon the repeated
wrongs done his race had given him the sad eloquence to
arouse men to a sacrifice, both terrible end useless. Truth
after bitter truth Xeokuk hurled et the war chief: ¥hy had
he had not realized thet if the British fether had promised
him aid, the equipment would now be ready? "The British
father,? he told his audience, "is at peace with our Great
Father et Weshington, sand neither knows of nor cares, for
you or your grievances." As for the 1lie about the other
tribes awaiting the signsl to fight with them, he demended,
"If this be true, why are not their great war chiefs here
tonight?™
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Keokuk, seeing that the 1Indians were coming under the
spell of his reasoning, made a final appeal to Black Fawk
to "abandon this wild, visionary and despsrate undertaking, ™
recounting to him his former victories, but warning of cer-
tain dark defeat if he did not now turn back.

By this remarkeble speech Xeokuk won to resce not. only
his own men but many of Blsck Haswk's. The next morning,
hoviever, Black Hawk went his way down the TIovia River to the
fiSfiSSippi. Unchanged in his YDelief, he could not turn

ack.,

wWith the meagerest of rssources in nrovisions znd muni-
tions, sznd encumbered by a band of dependents, Blaci Hawk
long outmaneuvered, outmsrched, s=nd often outfought his pur-
suers until he was <trapped on the Mississippi below the
moutl of the Bad Axe River. On Sycarore Creek, with only 40
warriors, he routed two battalions of white soldisrs. On
the Wisconsin, with only 50, he held btack an army of 600
mounted men. On the first of August, Black Hawk gathered
together the remant of his band on the Ifississippi and of-
fered to surrender, but the soldisrs ignored his white flag.
The next day the shooting continued without mercy upon un-
armed men, women =znd children even while they sought escape
by swimming across the Mississippi. More than 300 Indians
were massacred in this; the Battle of Bad Axe.

Black Hewk and a few of his followers managed to escape,
but were captured by +treacherous Winnebagoes, delivered up
to Col. Zechary Taylior and by him sent to Jefferson Barracks
near St. Louis. In 1833 he was taken by his captors to
“lashington, then to Fortress Monroe, from which he was re-
leased June 4 by order of the President. He was then con-
ducted through several large cities to impress him with the
povier of the whit=zs before being conveyed down the Missis-
sippi, past his old home, to Fort Armstrong. Here he wss
reguired to make formal surrender of his power ss chief of
the Szc and Fox to Keokulk, who had now been made chief by
cormeand of the Govarnment. This was the moment of his bit-
terest humilietion, softened only by his respect for the
Great Father at Washington.

Nevesr again was Bleck Hawk ovpermitted to have o village
or pand. Ee went to Lee County where he built a lodge on
Devil's Creek not far from the old Fort Des Moinas, which
had besen vacated. 3XEarly in the spring of 1838 he moved his
little family to the ©banks of the Das Moines River, near
Iowsville in Vean Buren County, snd lived there until his
death on October 3, 1838..

Because the important men of the BSac and Fox were ab-

sent in Rock Island at an assembly of Indians and.Government
officials, Black Hawk was given only a simple burial service.
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CHAPTER 4

HALFP-BREED TRACT

On Hovember 3, 1804, five Indian chiefs of the Sac and
Fox nztions entered into =2 treaty et St. Louis wherebyw they
sold to the United States 51 millions of szcres of lend lving
betreen thie Illinois, the Fox, end the Mississiprpi rivers,
in whaet was then the territory of Illinois. The considerz-
tion paid for this vast stretch of country was protection on
he psrt of the Government, and goods delivereé to the
amount of %2,2824.50, with an annuity peid in goods, of 600
to the Sac, and 3400 <o the Fox,y forever. The treaty
further provided th=zt as long as the Govarnrent bheld the
lands, "the Indi=ns belonging to the s=id tribes shall enjoy
the privilege of living and hunting upon them.* Tre tribes
always maintained thet the chiefs had no povier or suthority
to make such a trsaty, =2s the had been sent to 3t. Louis to
obtein the release of an Indien who had been imprisoned for
the killing of a white man, and conseguently wsre not em-
powered toc relinquish the +title to sny 1lsnds which the
tribes held or occupied.

Thie Indizns never accepted this treaty es binding upon
themselves ss tribes, although the United Stetes, in every
subsequent treaty, forced the Sac =2nd Fox 16 reaffirm the
treaty of 1804. By the lest treaty in 1825 concerning this
tract of land, the 119,000 acres of lanAd wvere ggalin reserved
to the half-breeds of tihe Sac snd Fox nations; this land was
again described as lying between tiie Des Noines and the Mis-
sissippi, touching the town of Feokuk, snd all of the lands
lying between seid line, znd the junction of the rivers.

The title was the same as that of other Irdian titles,
the United States retaining a reversionary interest in the
land and depriving the holders thereof of the right to cell
or dispose of it.

There has been much speculetion =s to wio secured for
the half-breeds this dimmense and valuasble tract. Various
bPersons nave claimed the honor, but two wen only would seem
to deserve the title of benefactor: one, a half-breed by
the name of Mecrgan who hed made a surpassingly eloquent plea
in behalf of the mixed tribes; the other, Maurice Blondesau,
& genial Frenchman who hed for years prior to the enzctment
of the treaty been & sort of medistor for the Indiens with
the Government officials.

The American Fur Couwpany had posts on botk sides of the
Mississippi River during the first quarter of the nineteenth
century. The sgents had Indian wives and resred large fam-
ilies: hunters snd trappers ceme also and settled along the
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Half-Breed Tract

river, put up log huts snd brought their squaws ard likewise
reared fanilies Thus in o few years +there sprang up a
mixed ponulatlon among the Indiasns on the borders., Some
adopted the blanket and took up the wendering lives of the
Indians, while others, too proud to reside in wigwams, tried
to make a plsce for themselvss =nd their chlldren among the
white settlers related to them by ties of ¥inship.

Julien Dubuque had an Indisn wife. The second white
settler in Iowa, Chevalier lzrais, in ths veer 1812, merried
the daughter of the chief of tiie Towa Indisns. O2r. Ssmuel
C. Muir, a netive of Scotisnd end a surgeson in the United
Stetes army, was stetioned at Fort Zdveards, which eventually
became Warsew, Illinois. He had married into the Fox tribe,
gnd when tie Government had leter issued sn oru“ Tor all
officers in the army to abandon their Indian wi ives, Dr.-¥uir
resigned uis office, saying, as he held up to public wview
his infant dauzhter, "ilay God forbid thet & sor of Czledonia
should evsr desert his child or disown his clan.” e died
ip Keokuk in 1832, from cholera, surviv:d by a wife and five

1ld1en. The. pLo =2rty wes vasted in litigation &and this
”brave and faithful wife, 1eft friendless =nd penniless,® at
lest returned with her children +o her ovn people on tie
upper Kissouril.

At Farmers' Foint, which wes founded in 1831, there
were a nwiber of white scttlers who hed Indian wives. An-
toine Le Clzirs, cne of the founders of Davenport, tock for
his wife the nrﬂnddau%htnr of a Sac chi=f, end he, himself,
was the son of & granddeughtsr of =z Pottawattamie chieftain.
Lemoliese, 2 French trader who lived near Sandusky in Lee
County, hed an Indian wife. 3Aven ths daushter of Black Hawk
vas engaged to a merchent of Fort ifadison, but the engage-
ment was broken off.

During the year 1833, & meeting of half-breed Indians
was held a2t Farmers' Trqdﬂng Porst to prepere & petition to
Congress reque»sting the pezssege of an act authorizing the
half-~breeds to sell and dispose of the land holdings grsnted
by the tresty of 18Z4. Congress, on June 30,. 1834, psssed
ean act whereby the Government relinguished +to the half-
breeds, as = cless, the reversionery interests it held, to-
gether with power to convey title. It was through this act
that the half-breeds beczme possessed of a fee simnle title
which caused the tengle of litigation lster on..

fmong the first gquestions raised by thes court in the
construction of this statute wes "ho zre the half-breeds
for whom this <tTract is intended?" The obvious answver was
that it wzs 1intended 1o be for the use of those whites of
the Sac and Fox nations who did not wear a blanket and who
were not entitled to annuities conferred upon the Infians of
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these tribes. It was contended that the half-breeds pre-~
ferred the annuities as many had decided to remain among the
Indizns, All agreed +that they would be willing to accept
both the land and the annuities. Soon the haslf-breed tract
became one of the most active real estate holdings in the
west. Conditions as to the sale of the land were shocking.
One Indian trader of Agency, later Agency City, purchesed
claims vwiorth several +thousand dollars for such prices as a
horss, a pony, a saddle, or & barrel of whiskey. Keokuk, as
chief of the tribe, would attach his signature to the paper,
to the effect that the person was a half-breed and relsted
by blood to the Sac and Fox nation. The person was essily
influenced to partake of whiskey and would thus dispose of
nis title for a mere pittance to some land shark. So many
transactions of this kind went on thet all these land con-
tracts became known as "blenket claims.? :

The whites were not the only culprits in the fraud.
The Indiens soon discovered a way to profit for themselves.
Those of mixed blood would get some Indian +to swear to his
heving Sac or Fox blood, snd would then dispose of land to
which he held no title whatevar. The law hzd rut up no bar-
riers against wrongdoing in +this field. There were no
boundsry lines, no proper surveys, with the result thet con-
flicts arose which affected titles for ye=ars afterward. The
mein stumbling block centered in the point that the right to
sell hed not bDeen given to the individual Indians, but to
the half-breeds ass a clsass.

The act of Congress was silent as to the method to be
used in dividing the land, &nd soon full-blooded &and half-
breed Indians sold land with no regard for any legal rights.
Often the same tract would be s0ld to several persons.
Whites had settled on this land as squatters, believing that
s goon as it was thrown open to settlement they would come
in as original settlers,- Hence there might be on the same
parcel of land hslf-breeds, Indians, speculetors, and squat-
ters, 211 claeiming title to it on some pretext or other.

Real estate companies abounded, & number being organ-
ized to deal only in half-breed lands.  The mos+t important
of these was the New York Lend Company, which had Dr.- Isaac
Gallsnd of Montrose locking after its locel interests. '

The territorial legislature of Wisconsin on Janusry 16,
1838, passed an act requiring all persons claiming lsnd
under the Half-Breed Tract to file their claims with +the
clerk of the district court of ILee County within one year,
showing the nature of the title upon which they relied.. The
same act appointed three commissioners at $6 & davy to take
testimony as to the titles claimed by the respective persons.
Lands not thus disposed of were to be sold, and the procegds
divided among such half-breeds as could properly estepll§h
their claims and who had not otherwise been fully pzid in
lands.
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After the commissioners had heard claims against the
land for two years, the First Iowa Territorial Legislative
Assembly of 1838-39 repealed the law requiring commissioners.
The flood of claims had been so great that mountains of un-
finished Dbusiness still remained +to be done, and it was
clear that a simpler method of proving title was necessary.
Toward that end, the Assembly enacted a law granting parti-
tion of the half-breed lands, and added a requirement that
the two former commissioners should bring suit against the
lands for +thelr services., Accordingly suits were brought
and the entire tract of 119,000 acres was sold to Hugh T.
Reid, an attorney, for $5,773.32. When the sheriff executed
a deed to the land thus sold, Reid became the largest land-
owner in the borders of Iowa.

Suits for partition of the lands were numerous in Lee
County, and finally a commission was appointed in 1841 to
divide the +tract, Francis Scott Key, author of the "Star
Spangled Banner", who was then an attorney for the New York
Land Company and a large share holder in it, drew up the de-
cree by which +the Half-breed Tract was divided into 101
separate shares., It was arranged that each c¢laimant should
draw his partition by lot, and that he should abide by the
result, whatever it might be. On October 6, 1841, a plat of
the lands was filed as official record. On the strength
that plat lands were still held 100 years later in 1941.

But the division of the lands did not stop the 1litiga-
tion. Z¥or ten years after the plat was filed, the courts
were crowded with claims and counter claims over the Half-
Breed Tract. These no longer concerned the rights of the
half-breeds however., Ignorant of the white man's laws, they
long since had disposed of all their holdings for ridiculous
pittances to the powerful land companies or their agents.
It was to protect the white settlers that the leglislature
passed law after law for the next ten years.

Speculators had been using every conceivable trick to
gain possession of these lands, now the most valuable in the
Territory. Anyone, therefore, who had the faintest color of
title by way of settlement or land improvements on the pro-
erty, or even one receipt for taxes paid, went to court to
fight for possession with confidence that however long the
battle, the law was on his side.

In December 1850, the TUnited States Supreme Court at
long last cut the snarled knot of unquiet titles to the
Half-Breed Tract with a decision against the purchaser of
land sold in sheriff sale to Hugh T. Reid. This congerned
the Honori title over the o0ld apple orchard on the site of
Montrose, the oldest title to lands in Iowa.
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CHAPTER 5

TEE STORY OF ICWA'S FITNST SCHOOL

) In 1830, three years before the ITowa country was offi-
C}ally opened for settlement, the first school wzs estzb-
lished =zt Galland in Lee County.

Prominent among the nswcomsrs to this vest new country
was Dr. Iszac Galland. In 1829, he Dbrought his family
across the river from Illinois, and settled at Ah-wi-pe-tuck
This was an Indian neme signifying the beginning of the cas-
cades. Lster it becams known 2s Nashville and then Galland.
It was about six miles up the river from the site that be-
ceme Keokuk. Soon afterwsrd the families of Isaszc R. Camp-
bell, James and Ssmuel Brierly, /. P. Smith, and Abel Gal-
land arrived, and by the early thirties there existed a typ-
ical pioneer settlement.

Dr. Galland and his white neighbors, realizing the need
of educationsl privileges for their children, bulilt a log
schoolhouse, the first "temple of learaing™ west of the Mis-
sissippi eand north of the Missouri River. The task was
simple because there were no legal technicslities to be fol-
lowed or financial difficulties to be overcome. Dr. Gszlland
simply hired a voung man to teach in his "district® which
for all intents esnd purposes extended nortih of the Stete of
Missouri to Canada and west to the Facific Ocean.

The teacher of this wild=rness school was 3Berryman
Jennings, a scholarly gentleman, and a Kentuckian by birth.
He was born in 1807 end little else is known of his early
life until he reached the sge of 20. At that time he es-
teblished his residence at Commerce, Illinois, which later
becasme Nauvoo. Three yeaers latsr, he was singled out by Dr.
falland to come over to Ah-wi-pe-tuck and teech in the pro-
posed school. For compensation he received bozrd and lodg-
ing in the Galland home and the use of the doctor's rather
limited medical 1library. It 1is & fair assumption that
Berryman Jennings must have been an energetic young man of
unusual education for his years, else Dr. Galland, versed in
literature and art as well es medicine, would not have se-
lected him to instruct the youth of the newly estzblished
settlement.

This first schoolhouse was a little log building 10 by
12 feet in dimension -- a typical opioneer cabin. It was
situated in a clearing on the bank of the Missiszsippi at the
heed of the Des Moines Rapids. To the west, & line of <tTim-
berclad hills closely hemmed in the 1little settlement., A
small creek that found its way from the woods and ran past
the cabin helped to "fence" the schoolyard. Across the.
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dashing waters of the rapids, up 2nd down the river &s far
gs the eye could see, lay tlie Tllinois country, resplendent
in the gorgeous hues of sutumn.

Forty-four years aft:r that notable Indian swummer when
the first school was opened in Iowa, Jennings *lescribed the
schoolhouse in detail. It was made entirely of unhewn lozs,
notched close and mudded for comfort. The csbin was roofed
with clapbosrds weighted dovn with cross poles. This wes 1o
economize time and nails, both &all too scarce at that tims.
There wes a puncheon (split log) floor and, directly oppo-
site the door, a <fireplece made of packed dry dirt. The
chimney was "topped out™ with sticks and mud. On esch sids
of the building a section of the logs wses laft out snd th
openings were covered with oiled opaper, mounted on a frame-
work of slender strips of wood to 2dmit the light.

The furniture was of the most primitive charactsr.
zts were mede by splitting a tree of some eight or ten
nches in diameter in helvss, smoothing the split sides and
driving pins into holes bored in the helf round sides for
legs. TUnder the windows was the writing dJdesk, which wsas
made by boring holes into the wall at a slight sngle, then
into these holes were driven stout wooden pins to support =
wide board, the top of which vas dressed smooth to serve =5
a teble whare the pupils could tzke their turns at writing.
The few scholars interested in lesrning the art of writing
had to stand up 2t these desks or furrish their own high
stools. Books were Tfew 2nd globes and maps wsre entirely
missing,

The first term of school lasted through October, No-
vember and December of 1830. “ashington Gallznd, son of Dr.
Isaasc Gallsnd, and Janmes W. Camnbell, were the two first
puplils. Others who studied the three R's 2t Ah-wi-pe-tuck
were Tolliver Dedman, Jemss Dedien, Thomas Brierly, David
Campbell, and Elize Gallsnd. They ranged in age from six
to 18. Leter there vare parhsps sixteen or eighteen puplls,
some of whom came from the TIllinols side of the river,
crossing the water either in & canoe or on the thick ice.

The pioneer pedagogue nroceeded on the theory that "to
spare the rod” was to "spoll the child®, and not meny child-
ren were spoiled! James W. Campbell, who was one of Jen-
nings' first pupils, s=zid in en eddress before tie 01d Set-
tlers' Association in 1875, ¥I remembsr him well, for when
kind and oft~repszted viords faeiled to impress upon the mem-
ory of Weshington Galland and myself the difference between
A and B, he hed neither delicacy nor hestiancey zbout apply-
ing the rod, which usually brightened our intellescts.”

After the building hsed been used for a time for sduca-
tional purposes it was converted into a little kitchen for
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2 ploneer family. Still 1lster it served 2s a shelter forT
livestock. ZEventually it fell into decay &and was used for
firewood. ZEven the site on which +thet 1little structure
stood wes to disappear. When the great Keolkuk dam was buily
the old school ground was submerged under £0 fset of water,
about three or four hundred feet from the shore line.

On Junes 27, 1923, the FKeokuk Chanter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution placed a native boulder near this
historic spot,on the river side of the scenic highway Just
outside the village of Galland. 4 bronze tablet wss affixed
to the boulder by the same organization October 18, 1¢24,
and a deed to a plot of ground 20 fset squsre was given by
Timothy J. Herrington asnd ZXElla T. Harrington +to the State
Historical Society of Iowa to be preserved in the archives,
in memory of the first school in Iowa. B

In October 1928, plans weTe considered by the Lee Coun-
Tty School Masters! Club, to construct = replica of the mem-
orable old building so that Iowa's youth might better visu-
alize the educational beginnings in their commonwealth. With
funds rzised by various organizations, individuals, schools,
and schicol children of Lee County, enough monev wss mrovided
to carry the project through to completion. The building
was finished in the late summser of 1940 with the sssistance
of the National Youth Administration. On October 4, the
replica of this first Iowa School was dedicated, with Gov.
George A. Wilson of TIowz delivering ths zddress. The Gov-
ernor's address suggssted the hope thet this historic build-
ing might serve as a memorial to the ¢arly pionesers who sac-
rificed end endured the hardships of those early days, in
order that childéren of the years +to come might enjoy the
schools and the country in which they livzsd. ™To the child-
ren of our great stste,” said Governor ¥Wilson, "mey it ever
be & symbol of our educational opportunitiss.™

Berryman Jenningzs, the teacher of this first school,
after completing his duties et Galland, went to Burlington,
whzre he becems & merchant. 1In 1847, he joined an emigrsnt
train end mede the Journey to Oregon by wegon. His wife
died on the plains en route, lesving him alone with a small
son. He became s very prominent man in the T"est and was
considered a millionsire &t one time. He served in the
Oregon State Legislature and his second marriage took blace
in 1857 in the home of the Governor of that State. The
bride wes a Mrs. Pope, who with seven children survived him.
4 son by this union was still thought to be 1living on the
old homestead neer Oregon City in 1941, 1I'r. Jennings was
greatly interested in Masonic work and was the first Grand
Mester of the Grand Lodge of Oregon and the first Senior
Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge of California.
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CIAPTIR 6

A MIGRATCORY COUNTY SEAT

For 18 vesrs the seat of justioe in Lse County went
ng for & home, no spot cculd be Tound for its location
1 Ple sed 211 the county =t ~ne end the szme time. MNany
nsisted thot the counts sset should be centralily lceeted,

The nevor a central point was found, it too wes uncult-
sble. £&o the envy and bickerings rose snd fell until they
were smoothed out by hselving the ssat of Justice oetveeh
Fort Medison end Heokuk.

s On'JanEary 18, 1838, thea Governor of the Tzrritory of
Wisconsin ayproved an =2ct "lich rprovided that tle county
seat should be at Fort dedizon. Here the =zarly sessions of
court were held a2nd the principzl business of the county
t?ansacted. But the settlsrs farther back from the Missis-
sippl began to complain thet ths county sest was toc fer
avesy from the centsr of the county. In resncnszs to mublic

sentiment, a commission wes eppointed 2t a session of the
%egislauur= of 1840, to investigste <the conditions in ILee
County -né to recormend & locstion for ¢ permensnt szat of
governmasnt

Tiis coumission selected a snot 2t the center of the
county, znd the noume "Trenklin® weso chosen foT tae rnew cseat
of justice. Ths sits "ze zurveysd =nd pletted @nd e sale of
lots in Franklin wes Jdvertised for llondav, July 13, 1E40,
but thore is no —ecord to bz found of *iie sale of these lots.
THe  dissatisfascticn wos so sreat that buysr nesitated to
invest their nonsv. This f£seling irncrsaced until an act was
paased submitting the whole metter 1o a vote of the nsople
st an electioh to be nesld tles second londey in March, 1841,

The people of Fort I,u“son irmedistely rassed sn ordi-
nance to appropriate %3,000 for tae er ction of 2 courthous:
in Fort Madison, ;“ov1ded th t the county sa8t =
cated there. Not only va the ordin®nce nL2S3
money was actuelly turned over to the county tre
ag 2 furthsr guarantee, & number of citizens file
for &16,C00, twice the ariount donated, guaranteein

ment. In 2ddition to this, en ex-tressurer of Fort Ms

certified that 85,000 hed been received Trom tlie gale of
town lots, which sum wa proposed should be =added to the
pub ic building fund. Other nublic spirited citicens pur-
chased lots for the location of the courtaouse, peying es

high as $560 each, then sold trem to the county Tfor & con-
sideration of one do ler a lot, thus bringing the total
building fund up to £15,559 Dbefore the election wes held,
This "pernicious 30t1v1tv " »q goms of the opponents of Fort
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Madison expressed it, had its effect on clection day. Al-
though no location received s majority, Fort Madison led
and led again at a second slection held April 1g, 1841.

Still the argument was not settled. While Fort Medison

was erecting its courthouse, the advocetes of Frenklin and

“/est Point petitioned the le Ulslature esking that the gques-

tlon be submitted agein to the pﬁop-u. Fort Mzdison remon-
strated but to no avail.

On January 13, 1843, the Governor anproved sn act ™to
relocate the seat of JuSthP of Lee County. # Three commis-
Sioners were sppointed to visit Lee County and select such a
location zs to them seemed best, "taking into congiderstion
the future as well 2s the present population.”

They reported their choice to be the land wupon which
¥est Point was loceted. A noteworthy numder of Ilest Point
cltizens eagreed to build a courthouse to be 45 by 50 feet in
size, constructel of brick vith e stone foungation, znd to
be compl ted by September 1, 1844. It was to be given to
the county 7in consideration of the commissionerst' loczting
the county seat at ‘iest Point.”

The courthouse at Fort Madison w=z to be sold at public
auction end as much of the money =s had been donated by
citizens of Fort Madison refunded to the town. But the szle
never occurred. Ths peop lP cf West Point kent faith =z=nd
built a courthouse on the site of the new location, and thus
Lee County hzd two courtihouses.

In the summer of 1843 public feeling fomented & move-
ment to have the county divided. The cuestion:iwas put to a
vote but division of the county vias defest=d, and the county
seat fight began all over again.

There were angles in the situation not revealzd by the
outward facts, Rivalries hed sprung up in the county that
wWere eating away its unity. One bonfire was kindled by the
resentment of the smail communities towerd the superior st-
titude of the big town. %It is not fair™, the ccuntryside
gwore hotly, ™that just because & town is big it should grab
for every honor." The village could give 1ts county & Dbet-
ter seat of government Jjust bscause it could meske that its
whele interest. The big town countered with, "Yhy should
our citizens be forced to trek into the backwoods to settle
government businesse?® '

August, 1843,saw Lee Countv sgain warring at the polls
to decide where to move its sest of government ‘this time..
Six places entered the contest: Fort Madiscn, West Poin?,
Franklin, Keokuk, Montrose, =2nd Charleston. But once agaln
the vote wvent to Fort Madison, but not a majority vote. 4
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decisive election was set for the first Monday in Septembar,
with Fort Madison, West Point, and renklin  the three con-
testants. The ensuinz campaign wes short but bitter, msde
tempetuous with oretorical recriminations, torchlight pro-
cessions, fist fights, and enough flaming jealously to set
the river afirs., Fort Mzdison won with = majorit% of &
votes.

But the "Ger City™ was not to hold its honor alone. A
formidable rivel to the south, Keokuk, stepped in and de-—
manded half the laarels. Fort Madison might wesr ths fir oF
conguercr to the rest of the county, but superiority wo
Keokuk was an absurdity -- Keokuk was clder sand lergsr, and
femed as the Gate City to the YWest. There would have to be
two seats of govarnment.

In 1847, therefore, a law was passed creating certain
courts in Keokuk which would have concurrent jurisdiction
with those st Fort Madison. Tert of the litigstion aricing
in the county would be zdjudicsted at FKeokuk O0ffices would
be maintained there by the treasurer, recorder, snd clerk.
One ye&r the county officers would direct sffairs at Fort
Madison, their deputies st Keokulk; the next vear the order
would be reversed. ILitizants could sue in sithar the Fedunic
or the Fort Madison court, #nd judgnents vendsred in one
digtrict would be slso a lisn in the other district. A1l
land south of the nzlf-breed line would be recorded at
Keokuk; the reat of tus county at Fort Medliscn. Two court-—
houses and a double set of county officars migh szt an
econoalst aghsst, but Lee County knew thet division was the
way to union.

A last errow of protest, however, was hurled from the
countryside March 3, 185€,when 2,238 gquslified voters acked
for an election to vote upon the question of Trerwoving tha
county seat from Fort Madison to Charleston. History is
silent =s to the election, but in 1841 TFort Medison was
still the county seat of Lee County.



CHAPTER 7

THE HOMEY “WAR FPIRIOD

An almonst forgotten civil disturbance, the “Honey War™,

took place in 1839 between Clerk County, Missouri, 2nd Van

Buren #nd Lee counties, Iova, over a 1Z-mile +tract of wild
timber west of Xeokuk., In 1816 a Govermment surveyor had

marked the northern boundery of Ifiscouri with mounds, staxes
and blazed trees, snd the rarids of the Des lolnes Zivear
were one of the landmarks. Then, in 1837, Lissouri Deuen
remarking the 1line. In s=arching for the ranides in the
river the commissioners found ths ripplss in the iver
bend near Keosauqua end assuned these to be the b of
the Des lloinss River named in the 4ct of Congress defining

thought of es rapids until they were so callied bw the 11
sourl commissionzrs. Out of +this disnmute verious a&a..g
issues leaped into conflict.

ng
the boundearies in 1820, In Iows the ripplss had not been

(=4
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The prazsence of bee trees in vest numders on the ares
gave the struggle its name, but tie real issue at stake vas
not the heney, prized ag it vas by the pleneers. This zab-
surd little skirmish foreshadowed the lsrger issue which two
decades later was to plunge the North and the South into war.
Some of the wicnesrs on the disputed =ree held sisves,aznd
it was known th:it thross vould be freed if Iowe gained poses-
sion of +the territory.

In August 1838, the Sheriff of Clesrk County, while col-
lecting taxes on the disputed rround, was taken prisoner Dby
the Iowa milities -- a virtusl decleraticon of war. In Yo-
vember, Governor Boggs of Missocuri called out the militis,
ordering Gen. David Wilcock, 2 Palmyra men in command of the
fourteenth militia district, and Gen. 0. H. Allen of Lewis
County to take ths field, Two thousand two hundresd militis-
men and volunteers -- more than 50 of them from Palmyra --
ware on the march for Iovie shortly aftervard.

With equal spirit the Iowa free soldiers rushed to arms
at the call of Governor Lucas &nd moved out to hold the de-
bated ground. On December 1%, the Merion County men started
for Waterioo in Clsrk County, l7dlssouri.

Pitifully unegquipped to withstend the rigors of winter,
the men found their sufferinrs the first night 2imost un-
bearsble. They were beset by réin snd snow anc the huge log
fires they built berely s=ved them from freezing. Another
day's march through slushy roeds and icy winds brought them
to & second encampment 28 bleak as the first.
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To this camp at "atzrloo on Troublesore Creek cams a
peace delegation. Colonel Thomss L. Anderscn, ¥. H. Edmund-
gson, and 3. M. Grant, kissouri diplomats, met with Willism
Petterson, J. D. Payne, snd L. B. Hughss in a pezce parler.
The conference resulted in an a““eemcnt to rest th=2 contro-
versy vith the Federal Governmant for settlement.

Diggusted at this iInglorious end to their
sortie, the Merion County men hung up two hesunches
son labeled *esn~ct1vbly Govern01 Boggs 2nd Gove
and proceeded to f111 them viith the blllfts ‘nu)uﬂﬁj

enemy on tie fisld of bettl Then,with their cozts
= T'C

=)

wrone side out, they merciied beock to Falmyra singis
derisive lorev Wwar Song,™ the composition of e
rhymester.

Tilie Lawis County mer manifested more Dbitterness. Th
held & convention at Monticello at which they hctly 4
nounced ths governors, thie pecce council and everyons eu
responsible for squeshing thelr warlike enterprise =nd do-
priving them of the right to settle their dispute Tfor then-
selves in a2 manner befitting the wvierriors tihey had becone.

On Februery 13, 1849, the United o+3355 Supreme Ccurt
avardad the Iioney lznds to ZTova. The svard wvas made on the
reocmmnendation of 2 Cspt. Robsrt E. Lee, wWho ha made the
Survev in 18%%, and who 25 yeers later ves to lesad southsrn
armies in the Fi'il Tar.

Even the Civil "iar did not settls the boundary problem.
The capricious Des ¥oines Hiver, =z though nevsr sstisfis=d
with thinns ag they ware, was foraver chancing 1its course
Chapter 304, Section 1, of the Acts of the Forty- el"hth
General Assembly, fellowing the whimsicsl Dbound=ary, strte=
thst the "present course®™ of the river is the boundary zni
shsll remsin so, and relinquishes &ll lands to the south and
west, The }Missouri leglslatuﬂv, in section one of a ccrre-
sponding =ct, relinguiskss all lands north end east. The
boundary compromise emalincd a laughsable reninder to
friendly states of the struggles of yesteryear.

Ihe Normons

Rarly in 1838, waile the Mormons were still living at
Fsr “est in Caldwell County, Missouri, the Mormon Church
purchased 20,000 zcres of lend lying in Lee County,intending
to bulld up 1t5 noldings. This lsnd, directly adjoining the
[iseissippi River,was bought chiefly from Dr. Issac Gallanrd,
a wealthy land owner in vhat was then the Territory of Wis-
consin., It was dirsctly scross frorm the site of Nauvoo,
Tllinois, and included Gzllznd Grove, Keokuk, end MNonhtrose,
also known as the FHelf-Breed Tract. A veer later, after 1t
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had all become .part of the Territory of Towz, Dr. Galiland
wrote to Governor Lucas asking if the Szints misght "dvell
safely in Iowa"™, for they had been driven frorm Qhic snd Mis-
souri, end e third state mizht continue the benishment. Bub
Governor Lucas replied thest e knsw of no sauthority by which
tiey could be driven out if they lived in 2 rnescef ul manner.
Thus encourzged, about 100 families settlsd in Iee Countvy.
Thzse mneople were the first MNormon vesidents in Towa 2nd
their settlement within its limits bezan in 1839, The com-
munity estsblished was known zs the “Stale of Zeralkerls.:

When the Salnts were entirely driver out of TFar e
Kissouri, several thousanrd of them went throush Ieckulr snd
up to quoatlne. The route they took Dscane known g th
01d Treil, still visible in 1942 though no rvristen recerd
wes kept of eny landmarks. Shortly afterwsrd s number of
them returned to the Stake of Zarahemla and 1liv ed there for
fuz
T

@

several years. This community served as s re for Joserh
Smith, Jr., #nd his associztes during thair r»ecut or hy
T1llinois mobs.

m U~J

The Danites

e wag needlessly conplicsted Tor esrly ILee County
settl: throven activitiss of the Danites, sgelf-styled Dz-
stroying 4ansels, a band of Mormons who preved unon Gentilas
las all non ¥ormong were called) as well as on their ovm
sect, and formed & wvigilante group of the e<srly MNormon
church.

< w b

‘UJ"b

i
r

The name Danite was taken from the scriptursl guobtetion,
Genesis 49, 17: "Dan shall be & serment by the way;an
adder in the path that biteth tiie horses' heels, sc thaet his
rider shall fall backwerds." Its first leader, it is seid,
wag D. W. Patton, appointsd by the prophet Joseph Smith, w;o
nemad him Captain Fear-not, claiming thet he had Deen di-
rected to do so by the revealed will of God. Petton was
kill=d, howevsr, in a fieht with the citizens' militis of
Mlssourl. W1lllam Hiclauan was then appointed to bte the naw
Captain Fear-not snd time developed the fect thet a mors
cool, cunning, devilish disposition h=ad rarely bgfore‘?een
lodged in humen form. According to his own confessicn, Hick-
man was s thief asnd a murdsrer; stesling horses seemed to ?e
in his daily stride. Meny times he was caught with.one in
his possession and wes arrested and thrown into jeil in Tee
County.

The Danite Band at one time numbered abcut 2,000. Tizy
went in sesrch of plundsr widely; traveled by steaﬁboat on
the river and every other way, 2nd in any disguise that
served their purpose, oftentimes cerrying tools or utensils
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of their trades or pretended +trades. The members of the
and were bound together by the ros secret 2nd terrible of
oaths and betrayal was certain death.

The Mennonites-Amish in Lee County

The Mennonites-Amish in ILee County sare menbsrs of a
Church that numbers more than 400,000 adherents scatiered
through meny parts of the wvorld. The Towa Mennonitz:s =re
the descendants of the Swiss Anabaptist Brethren of tie Re
ormation period. In 1536, this group thazt had czozret
from the Roman Catholic Church Dbecause of disbalief _A scite
of its prbctlcdg, had for a 1leader & ©priest in northe:u
Germany named Menno Simon. From him came the groupr celled
Llennonites. About this time friction =rose emong the mem-

hers over the attitude of the Brethren towsrd those of their

umber who had fallen 1into sin. 3Some argued thet theie
should be neithsr social nor businezs relaztions with :ne
erring. Finally those holding rigidly to the letter of this
lew of “shunning® separsted from the Menronites snd took =as
leader & fiery young bishop, Jacob Ammen of 2lsace, cellinsz
themselves Anish in his honor. Thus there csme to be twe
wings of the gect -- Mennonite and Amish.

lerge majority of the Amish, first settlers in I-e
County, were from Butler Countv, Chic, zndi nesrly e1l cof
them were originally from Alssce- Lorrﬂ"na or southera Gser-
many. Economic conditions expleined in parid their migrstion
to America, &s it likevwiss vras the reason for thelr settle-
ment in Iowa vhere lans v.as cheapsr than in Ohio.  Among ths
sarliest settlers were John Rogle, Christian Finsinger,
Christian Werey {or Werie),. indrew Hauder, Christian Rsbear
and Adem Fordemwalt, who came intoc tike county in 133¢ or

1840..

The Amish settlement in Lee County sttracted szn un-
usually lsrge number of precchers; Christisn Raber wzs the
first one,. The Rabear fallly llved on a farm Thetween
Cherleston and Franklin, Christien was a short and hesvy-cat
man with @ long white Dbeard that fascinzted the Indiansz.
They becgme his special friends, meking his homs their heod-
guarters whenevsr they traveled through thet section of tha
county. One attraction of the Raber home to them was the
delicious pumpkin butter made by DMrs. Raber, which she
shered with her Indian guests. The Indians would file 1nto
her caeb:n and stand along the walls of the room to receive
liberal helpings of bread spreed thickly with pumpkin butter.
These they ate with loud approvael snd a stamping of their
mocesasined feet on the ground.

The most influential preacher in the Lee County colony
wes Elder Joseph Goldsmith, who brouzht his femily to Towa
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from Ohio in 1846. They bought tickets at Cincinnsti, Ohio,
for steamboat transportation to Keokuk, but when the leqlb*
Slle began to freeze they were unlos ded et Hannibal, Mis-
souri. From this point they took the vagon +trail to z two-
room log house near St. Peul in Lee County. All their be-
longings were conveyed by a one-horse wagon, which lilkewise
carried the members of the family who could not walk.

The exsct date of the orgenization of the Iee Ccunty
Ar:ish Churchh 1s not known, but it was so nez2r the tirme of
the arrivel of XElder GoldsmLth thet his descendants insist
the organization wes brought about by him. 014 records give

the date at 1845. Goldsmith became the leader f the group
in 1846 and continued as such wuntil his migrstion to Eenry
County in 185%5.

The largest membership of the church was 50, in 1885.
Cther settlers followed the first families, but at that tima
they began to move away, some to Henry County, others to
Dzvis County, 2nd to points in Missouri and ITllinois, The
church organization was not dissolved, however, until 1870C.
When the Amish Church started to break up, some of its mem-
bers who remained in the community began to sttsnd Mennonite
services, and 2 few transferred their church membership to
this group. There was little religious fellowship between
the Amish and the Mennonite groups, because the differencss
of owninion <that had separsted them 150 years before were
still present, but these were slowly disappezaring in the
face of the common problem cf the frontisr, One great uni-
fying force was the need to find husbands egnd wives, for in
no other groups could thev find such similarity +of thought
and custom.,

The Mennonites

Thie first Mennonites +to settle in Iova came to 'est
Point Township in ILee County, in the fall of 183%9. There
was only one family in this first migretion. John C. Kreh-
beil, his wife, and his 1little son, Joha J. Krehbeil. By
the yesr 1845 there were snough new settlzsrs of this faith
to orgenize & church in the new country. The beginninrss of
the church, however, were set in tragedy.

Henry Leisy hed come from Jhio in 1844 and built s log
cabin on the bank of Suger Creek a mile or so from Franklin,
then returned to Ohio to marry the daughter of the M?nnonite
preschi=r John Miller (ifueller)., The next spring Leisy and
his Dbride, Preacher Miller, and vzriocus others came to
Leisy's home. Miller, born in Bavaria, was an old. and
saintly msn snd the Mennonites eegerly lookesd to him to
begin their first church orgesnization. He was o pregoh to
them on the day of Pentecost, Mey 11, 1845, but durlng the
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previous night, he and Leisy were murdered in their home on
Sugar Creek by two robbers. (These wvere the Hodges
brothers). They were hanzed for the c¢rime the following
surmner in  Burlington. 3So bitter was the feeling that a
foreteste of death wes ziven to the criminesls, each being
made to sit on his coffin during the ride to the gallows
through the city streets.

The death of Miller stopped church organization rlens
for several vears, and it was not until 1849 +thet anothar
attempt was mede to form a Mennonite concregation. It was
decided that s meeting house should be built, and in spite
of the 1lack of cash, they =srected a cg . structurse, the
members contributing lsbor end materizl. Kkrs. Christopi
Schenk, a daughter of the murdered John Miller, hzd pre-
sented the church with a half acre of lsnd for the building
site.

This church, the first +to be built by the Mennonites
in Iowa, seated 30 people snd wss loceted one and a half
miles east of what was letsr the town of Franklin, and less.,
then a half mile east of the cabin where the saintly John
Iiller haed been murdered, Because it wes built in the woods
the log church was usually known &s the Y3Busch Eirche.” In
leter yerrs, efter 1its abandonment z3 2 meeting house, ths
chiurch fell Anto ruins, But in 1941 the foundation stonszs
gtill marked its location, end a few tombstones 1lying by a
hedge to the vest indicated the burial pl=zse of some of its
first merb 3rs,

A Mennonite Church was dediczted in west Folint in 1863,
although for years prior to that the Mennonlites hod held
services thare. In 1941 this church wes still standing on
its original location, but for a long time, just how long 1is
not known, it had served as a granery.

A new inrush of Liennonites from Germany arrived in Lee
County in 1852 and settled in Franklin Township. With the
coming of these familiss a lzrger house of worship was
needed and & stone church with a Dbasenent for use s a
schoolroom was built two miles northwest of Donnellson. A%
an esarly date the church became known as Zion Church, a nam>
it retsinsd. During the early yeers of the church tlere
were four ninisters in its membership, from which Henry
Ellenberger was gselected ag the first pastor. In 18581
Christisn Showslter was chosen b lot for the ministryv. e
presched his first sermon on Christmes Day, 1861, =nd during
the next ysar was ordained to the office of minister, in
which cspecity he ssrved for 48 yeers. Not only was Scho-
walter the preacher, he was slso the s&chool teacher of the
German church school which ves held in the basement, TUnder
his liberal lesdership a Dbeginning was made in cooperation
among the verious Mennonite churches. He wes especially
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interested in extending the =zotivities of the church. For
meny years, before he could persuade his conzregation 1o
observe Christmas, (which Zion did in 1890 with a tree), he
ned a Christmas program every vear on the davy following
Christmas. To each child at this time he would present a
Christmas story booklet and three home-baked cookies.

Of the three Mennonite churches in Lse County, onlvw the
Zion Churcii in Donnellson remained by 1942. At the close of
the nineteenth century such large groups of merbers of tie
Frenklin ¢nd ‘/est Point churches had moved to Ksnsas and
Iilinois that these congrsgations passed out of existence.

The church at Donnellson celebrated its seventy-fifth
year in October 1926, There was an all-day Sunday meeting
in which three choirs sang -- the active choir of 192 ; Tthe
choir of 25 years previously, and the choir of 50 yezrs be-
fore this anniversary.

The Mennonites-Amish toock for their watchword the
Biblical command of "Be ye not coaformezd to +the vworld,"
This they interpreted to msan that the Christian's sense
of values, his interests, nis purposs in 1life, must =11 be
different from those of the unbeliever. The outward ex-
pression of this comimznd took the form of sxtreme simplicisy
in dress znd home furnishings: the plain black bonnet ard
tight-weisted, full-skirtsd dress of the women, the absence
of 2ll adornment -- even to the wedding ring; the full-
crowned, wide-brimmed blzck h2t of the men, the hook-and-eve
fastenings, the "front fall, round-legged trousers, the
sober square beard, and ths absence of & mustache. The
houses, built for convenierce only, neld furniture con-
structed for use,with no embellishments. The walls bore no
pictures. The church ves @ box with no snire, the worship
¥ithout musical instrument. The serrions were recitals of
Bible verses and their applicastions. All of those restric-
tions meant the building up of a8 strongliy knit cormmunity
group that had a sociel 1life distinct from thzt of the sur-
rounding neighborhcod. The Mennonites d1d not vote, did not
g0 to law to settle disputes, did not enter military service
Their wey of life, they emphasized, wes tio wav of peace.

Wwhile the costumes of the kenncuite-snmish changed 11+-
tle during the last century, some amount of liberal thought
gradually seeped into the Iova communities, until 1942 saw
the churches varied from the most conservative ("01d Order
of Amish¥) to the most 1liberal (‘Generai Ccnference Menno-
nites”). The latter remained conssrvetive 1in religion and
Personel habits, but adopted the newest wichinery 1n their
ferming. This progress came from the be.lef of the Mennc-
nites thst sgriculture vas the field 1in which +they could
make 2 special contribution to humanity. And thelir farms
have gone far in indiceting this ideal.

44



The Honey War Period

Tne Anti-Horse-Thief Association

Toward the end of the Civil War Iowa found it
victim of the wer-time lawlessnsas thst vas sweeping t
tire country like a vpreirie fire. Horse znd eczttls th
zcross the Towa-Missouri line zssumed such proportions t
the law was unable to cope %ith it. )

To essist civil officers in the enforcement of the lavwm,
to protect the rights of the citizens, @#nd to bring mele-
factors tg Justice, a bedy of Niqsour_Jnc or*arlzed tham-
selves under the name of the "Anti-Horse-Thief Associztion.™

The Grand Order, ss it wvwss called, was startad in the
month of September, 1863, when a group of the bDest citizens
of several Lountles in north Iissouri met st LuRay, Clsrk
County 1in thet state, end fremed the Constitution and bv-
lews of the Association, adjourning with the unuer*t:denu
thaet enother meeting would be held at I"lllport, ¥nox Couni:,
Missourl the following October.

At the October meeting, as scheduled, the Iovs countias
of Lee, Davis, znd Van Buren sent delegstes of their bast
citizens. These, after exemining the Constitution sznd bv-
laws, odonted them &and joined the organizetion. That was
the birth of the Anti-IHorse-Thief Associztion in Lee County -
4 socisty of this chsrsctar Led opsrated in Washington towin-

ship, Lee County, since the year of 1858, and after the zs-
5001dt|on was  formally 0rnap130d the Washin~ton Tovwnship
organimetion was incorporzted with the main order.

The object end nurpose of the Association was not actu-
2lly to take law enforcement into its ovn rends, but to help
civil ¢ fficars in their enforcement of the law. The nne
Anti—ﬁ se-Thief Association was wused only haceuse horse
stealin@ heeded the 1list of ecrimes. The society aquickly
branched out, helping officers of the lzw tc bring criminals
of every character to justice. Its influerce was Telt in
the courtroom as well as afield.

The Anti-Horse-Thief Associetion svr=l:oto many states,
growing to almo~t 2,000 lodges with a totel wembsrship cf
over £0,000. They met in secret and hsld «:crot ceremonials
after the fashion of all secret orders.

4s the western territory filled up, with changes 1in
economnic condltjono, and the establishient o* courts ana
regular legal nroceedings for the prot=tivor ol tle publl?,
the once powerful "Anti® orzanizatlioz. ER AR “orvcd 1.3
purpose, began to dwindle in memburSMWL s importance. 1T
never passed completely out of existence, howsvar, as qcat—
tered lodges throughout the Midwest still maintainsd their
charters and a sizeable membership even in 1942, In some

>
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sections taey remained in force rerely for sentimental rsa-
sons. In other, more isolated comnunitiss <the "Antis» con-
tinue to functlon as a law-enforcement agency ss in their
more sctive earlier davs.

The 3guattsrs! Club

The 3Squatters' Club was the early settlers' protection
against the hazards that might deprive them of their home-
steads. After Congress had the county surveved &t the ter-
mination of the Indian tltle, lemd offices were set up at
Burlington snd Dubuque, and the lznds ordered so0ld to the
highest bidders.

The settlers, realizing that they could obtain legal
title only by Government ssale, (the first of which wasg ai
Burlington in 1838) made no attempt to substitute whet was
known as "squatters' title™ for the legal form, =xcept =& a
temporary substitute called s provisional title. The =price
demanded end paid for such a provisional title represented,
first of all, the right of priority of purchase from the
Government; second, the incresse in value of ths property b
reason of favorable location and the growing demend for land;
and third, the 1improvements +that had been made upon i*.
Sometimes the sum of the wvalues of a hoeolding was greatsr
than tlhe Government price.

The Squatters' Club was the chief sgency of the agree-
ment for mutual protection in the execution of this provi-
sional system of transfer, Membership wes limited to proved
holders of claims upon Government lend or town lots, either
the original settlers or those who had bought lend from
them. The organization had many powers within its provincs
and its membars were bound to it by a soleiiz cath. It actod
as arbiliter in sueh disputes as might ariss hretween membe :
concerning claims wupon other then their alrsady record,d
parcels. The members were pledged to prowscyv one another in
the tenure of their approved clsims, in the transfer of
cleims should they desire to sell, and =zgainst overbidding
at the Government sele. They slso pro+wce’«d cne another, as
far as pogsible, in cases where ruin~un irmeczst wes chorp 1
by the "land sharks"™ to every poor g.ju wu.vu'.;o had +to bor-
row money to eke out the pavment of Government price for his
land.

For land sales, the club prepared sgsed coples of
its list of members with the legal davc. 2% ezch men-
ber's claim opposite his name. A pubh.Jc L.l Tas then 20—
pointed by the club,who, with this aprioved 1ist 1in hand,
and in the presence of the settlers asseubled at the sale,
should bid off each percel or lot in the name of its Tecog-

nized claimant at the same instant thet it was offered by
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the Register. No other bids were allowed, and even the
claiment himself, if he were present, wes required to remain
silent. When the hour for the sale arrived, the Register
took his stand at an open window facing the wvard within
which many settlers and citizens were assenbled, The club's
bidder had a small stand erected in full view of the sssem-
bly and close to the window where the Register was standing,
each having his 1ist before him. These lists duplicated
each other exactly because they had been carefully prepzrsd
the dey before the sale so that there might be no confusion
while the sale was 1in progress. The sale began by the Reg-
ister's offering for sale & parcel of land, reciting its
understeood descriptive formula, which was followed by the
instant response of the club's bidder, who, in a distinct
voice, nemsd the claiment  and the minimum price. The reg-
ister at once accepted the bid and the entry wss checked off
on both lists. As thers was no waiting for higher bids, the
sales were rapldly and almost perfunctorily made. An out-
sider could get in a lhigher bid if he snoke fast, but <the
answer with a hickory stick was twice that fast.

Once when an outsider did risk an overbid, he hsd hard-.
1y a chence to spesk before he was knocked down by hickory
canes, which manv of the settlers +then cerried. His inten-
tion had been suspected snd the men were ready for him. He
wes not quite killed, but did lose all interest in Lee Coun-
ty real estate. Had he closen to mske rouble, he could
have, but the Register nestly obviated an argument by lgnor-
ing his bid and instently sccepting that of the club's bid-
der. Leter when the Register was questioned concerning the
overbid, he said he ii#d hesrd no bid other than that of the
club's bidder.
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1 ;ee g9unty wes fair-conscious seversl yvozrs bafore Ious
became & State. The falr movement began st “"egt Foint Jul
17, 1841, when 2 group of 150 farmers mst to form an Asri-
?xlturu¢ Society for tue county. Here were shown informslly
"gome of the finest of the Fornsd Durham breed” of csitle in
tue whole rezicn -- an exhibition vhieh hes n in the
records =8 a8 fa*r -- probzbly the first of th=
iississippl Hivar, zs vell zs the first in and in
Towe.,.

The Lese County Agriculturszl association, formed 2t that
time, held the first officiszl =nd rscormnired feir in Sspten-
ber of the fOllOnln” ve2r, ne2r sokuk. It le-ted three
deys, =nd may have been ths first feir to anforce the ruling
thet every animal exhibited rust be worth at lerst as mush
as the premium for which 28 shovn.

On November 1, 1831, a numbsr of Ileckuic people inspired
by G. ¥W. Edmondson, »ublisher of & local agricultursl perer,
arranged for s falr to be reld ths following fs=ll. The
schedul=d exhiibition took pl:ice at Ksokuk Qctober 1% -nd 14,
1652, in the o0ld TIovz kzdical Colleze, Third =nrd Felean
streets.

The Socilety decid=sd on morz extensive promotion for the
next shoving, in sariy QOctobar 1833, at “no“u « In the
weeks prior to the fair Judge Thomas W. Cleg 23ident
ol the Lee County A?ricuAUural Society, dellvered eechas

at 13 diffsrent glaces -- schioolhousas end othe .
ing centers, and personally offered & prizs of 4B
best ten acres of corm grovn in Lee Cocunty. (The r

area wes later reduced to five acres beccuse of unfave le
corn-growing weather.) Keokuk wss the scene of tihe ne:t
county fair, in 1854.

Every form of gambling snd zeninz ves vrohlblited on tno
fairgrounds, end 1t was announced thet Upickpockets will be
shot first and tried aftervwerds.” It wes 1rTuled, too, thst

any jusrrsls or digputes arisiny =t the foair ray not be set-
tled by the disputznts on the prenises.

One of the highlights of the sports events wee a boys'
foot race in which, noted a locegl reports

repc r, "some of the
boys were barefooted, and na, A, J. Crainm, 2s bare ‘cfhe;—
wise." He carried off the "1C prize, vz2ring only "a pelr

of tight fitting drawers.™



Tie Lee County Fsirs

The official Fourth Arnqu Lee Countvy Fzir went back to

Yiest Point in 1855. Billed 2s "The Feir of the Empire Coun
ty'™, 1t was held in the publio sguers where it vias encloss
by a fence and, according +to tas Xeokuk Valley Whig (lzter

the Daily Gate City), "protscted from curious eves end tres-
passing toetrT by a ‘curtein of cotton cloth. The college
building in the center of the square was descrlbod as "just
the tﬁn'n»'rn for the display of frults, vegetsble end house-
neld articles. Tair wvisitors were wealcomed verywh@re S
guests by the residents of “est Point, but &t the ragular
teverns accommodetions were vad and prices sky hizh.

In 1856, zfter “est Point citizesns had pled=ed 4500 to
fit uy the fairgrounds -- ten zcrss donated by Msssrs. Jonss
and K. Guseka -- the Society vot >d to meke the town the of-
ficial =nd permanent site of the Lese County Feir. From that
yeer until 1870, the event wses held there annually on Sep-
tenber 28, 29, =nd 30, or thasrezbouts.

Meanwhile a% XKeokuk in 1888 a "Horazs end Mechanical
Fair™ had been set wup from October 6 to 8, inclusive. Not
much is knovn of +the mechenical gzide of it, but of the
horses, some notaticns survive. Esrly srrivals esngazed ot
once in "hoss™ tall. Local newspapers graphically describsd
every heet of the reces, naming ezch racer snd his relstive
promincnce,

Single bu“@v reces vere contested by Amos and ¥anzaroo.

he excitement sberted ss Luos fled into the brush vwhen
nelfwar eround the track, 1lezving the long-legzed, leaping
FHangaroo to finish (as Le hzd many times before) in solitery
grandeur, the winner of tge 240 purse. Rece tracl patrons
were never troubl-=d about which horse would win when Kanga-
roo was an entry. Although his leaps over the course might
nct quite fit into anv clessificstion of racing gaits,

bettors on his prowess could rest assursd that his sudden
lzans and bounds would frighten to flic-ht or a standstill
all his competitors. Xengaroco's racing slwavs drew a crovd,

In the running events enthusiestic backers shouted re-
spectively for Rowdy, Black Chisf, Troublesome, and Cotton-
picker, but they might as well all have rozred together for
Cottonpicker, long, ransy, spider-leggzed Cottonpicker, be-
cause he won every race. Cheos might have resulted had he
and Kangaroo rcced in the same class.

There was a fast mule rece, with a %25 award, and a
slow mule race with a £5 prize. Tne fast mules lost tlme by
balking, first aslternately then all together. OCne wild-eyed
fellow ssgcaped from the +track, and tore through the brush,
his frosty-haired Negro rider's shouts of "Whoa dar!"™ ranid-
ly growing fainter in the distance. The slow mule contest
had only three entries, two of which, at "Time called!™,
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determinedly squatted on thsir haunches s fsaw vards fron the
starting place, the mood for rest heving come upon them with
the Nz2gro rider's first tatoo on tasir backsides. Muoh
Trenzied adjuration with stick and voice finally got mule
number thiree to a gnail's :allop, end in "tims-and-z-hslf?
he reached the winner's msrk.

Darling of the "Variety Rscing" wss Cotton B21l, a slin
white filly, as fichock full of tempsrsment 335 she was of
gaits.” She wouldn't run st all unless there ves rlenty  of
competition, whereupon,in order to win,she tried out each of
her five gaits. When she could feel +the hot brezth of a
rival coming up on her flanlk, a special frantic gait called
awallow's flight™ usually kept her in the lead, T“ckinv
those long daxnty legs under ler, she would give 2 series of
"shooting star dlveo," and the pole was hsrs. Then ) for
good measure, heartenad bw the enthusiestic shouting of her
narie, Cotton Ball would turn in a mad whirl, end run around
the trnuﬁ again, usually p=ssing the judges' stznd with the
last lagg.rds of the prpcedlng race, The "little Dblack

skeeter bug' fockey on her beck, ®jes couldn't do nothin!
mLtd nsr, Boss.™ But the crowd loved her caprice and there
was glwzys a specieal o»purse for variety gaits thst went by
accleim to Cotton Ball., Her evsry leurel was g +testimonial
to the Lee County sense of humor, withiout which she could
never hsve run at all.

Fort Madison had bacome the fsvored fair site in 1870
after residents of +that town hed prepzred feirgrounds and
erected exhibition Dbuil dings, slso offering other unneamed
inducemsnts. The "Twentieth 4Annual Fair of Lee Gounty™ was
hald there September 28 through 29, 1871, =and was resched-
uled through 1874. Thst v-ur, corpetltlon with the Iows
State Fair at Keokuk proved too strong, snd a published re-
vort stated thet the county fair should never have been at-
tenpted under the circunicstances.

Beginning in 1871, & district fsir had been held at
Keokuk Tor three consecutive seasons,then wes replaced by
State exhibitions until 1887. The gathering thet yesar was
long remembered as a "carnivsel of heet and dust.™ Tempera-
tures rangsd from 94 to 97, no rain had fallen for several
vieeks, and teams had to Laul weter dey end night for thirsty
llveutock, and to dampen the race track., Dining places,

refreshment stands, and side-shows had to be sabandoned be-
cause of the thlcy gray clouds which cloesked everything in
a blanket of dust. However, the crowds maintained their en-
thusisesn end the fair scored & success.

The official county fair lapsed from 1874 to 1878, when

it vas revived at Donnellson, as being necrer the geo-
graphical center of the county thsn its rivsls. It was not,
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howevsr, put to actual use until fter 1878, —~hen the Ils=
County Fsir wes held regulsrly st Donnellson. In 1941 it
was still considered one of the leaders of its clzss.

In Januvery 1&69 +the TIowa Agricultural
Keokuk as the site for the Iowa State Feirs of
and for this reason the Union Agricultural and
ciation of Lee County secured 70 acrss of lan
itiles northeast of the Keokuk business section.
for those two yzars were subsecguently awarded to Keokun
tiie construction of building bsmarn 1n earnest.
meny end varied. Water wzs abundantly supprli-d bv
artificiel -onds, wells, cisterns, end = natursl sprins.
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The first TIowa Stzte Fiir +was held
from September 14 throush 18, 1868. Thv
cluded everything from milch covs to musical
from sorghum tc sewing mschinas. The lives
divisions A (horses 2nd mules) znd B {cattlie) hed a
and varied representetion. Premiums were lzvishly aw
Only a few sheep were entered, but the Loz r e
with grunting and saquesling 3Berkshires Iolahu
Chestsr Vhites, and other breeds. The pou
weak, and intersst centered meinly sround s
mas , Spanish Blacks, end some white niess
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A1l types of ferm m&chinery ve
vioods, textilss, metal , printing =n
seeds, flovers, frult, vezetebles, 2n 3
housewifery from jam to bed <ullts; sculpiure, texilermy,
chemical products, pactograniy, rodels of beats and dsms,
plus a2 host of other things.

September 14, esctivities Dbegen at the feir st 9 . .
with a plowing ﬂunh in the field and s trotting rsce on the
track. Petrons thrilled to trotting reces, running Teoce
trials of buggy lorsss, sinzle 2nd paired, work te:zl
draft horses in tests of speed snd endurance, ard ¢
dlqplays on the track both morning and ﬂftn“noo“. Lives
judging and exhibitions rounded out the program for a
five-dey fastival of enjoymsnt for stock exhibitors and
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Great crowds milled erownd the exWibits. Sculpture hy
John Bawden of Keokuk, and a bust of Lincoln by William
Greenlend of Des Moines received specizl praise. Long lines
of wagons and buggies clogged tiic roads from every dirsction
lezding to Keokuk, marking the foir's huge success.

The fair fans got en extra traat wie
of horses hitched to a wagon staged a

s
down Johnson 3treet. Awmid shouting, bear
the snorting team left an empty wagon sl

n g gspirited team

o} er runaway
ne =@nd chasing,
ammed up ageinst a
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"slaunchwige™ telephone pole -- luckily nobodldy vzs hurt. It
was an exciting exhibition, but not on trs schiedule, nor
even on the grounds.

A newspapser reporter of this period noted that st this
feir one of the old, pioneer starecoaches of bvoone davs vas
seen in operation. Its ancient penels wsre embellisied with
the announcerient, "For the Feir-Grounds -- Only #Z% cents.™

The feir of 1870 was still bigger znd bettar. Ksokuk's
close proximity to neighboring stztss =nd the chean trans-
rortation fecilities of both rasilroads 2nd steamboats made
it e=z8y of access and sroused z2ctive competition amwnns those
bringing in exbkibits. The receipts swelled to the lgrgest
sum so far reached in the Listory of the Stszte &rricultursl
Socisty.

When the feir came to Keokuk in 1874, the stzge wes set
with perfect September weather and the fine fecilities Kso-
kuk had provided to mske the fzir a success. And psople did
respond. Visitors begen to srrive st daybreal: in all types
of vehicles from mule-drawn carts to elegant carriases. Fx-
cursicn boats and trains brought hundrecds from far and nzsr
points in Iowva, Illinois, &nd IMissouri. Tuie turnpike con the
Illinois sheore was 2 solid flowing line betvsen Familton and
the bridsge; both rezular =nd special trains on the rzilroad
were Jjammed with eager crowds, znd steambosts, berges, flat-
boats, and canoes swung up or dovn the rivar laden with
passengers Tor the feir. DIy noon the grounds ware 3 swarm-
ing, surging mass of hunernity. Jilone the Dbosrd fence there
was barely standing room. A single day of this falir brought
gn attendsnce of 25,000,

In 1875 tue State Feir weas egain held at Keokuk equally
gs successful as in 1874. Naterial eculpment wes increzsed
and the number of exhibits enlarged, while the spectators
numbered et least 10,000 more than the preceding yesr.



CHAPTER 9

1LER COUNTY IN THE CIVIL WAR

'3 towns
but when Ksokuk becsme Towa's gatevay to the v , Lee Egﬁigﬁ
vies almost &t once plunged 1nto Dbelligerent sctivities.
Over XKeokuk's main street, mscadamized vith broken stone
companies of Iowa recrults paradsd to the shrill nctes of
e fife and the roll of drums, Convalescent scldiers rcemsd
ggtlessly, soldiers paced vith measured steps beside the
slow moving conveysnces carrving the desd to the new Nation-~
al Cemetery at the edge of town; rebels captursd 2t Shiloh
and Fittsburg Laending nierched to the prison; wousn 2nd girls
in hoopskirts picked thelr wav acrogs the dirt stréets,
carrying broths, jelli=z, books, or flowers to the soldiers
in the six hospitels. XKeokuk's citizens awoke dailv 10
revellle sounding from Camp Tllsworth on tiie hill ebove the
city. They knew the fesr of invasion, for ssversl skirmish-
es were fought within rifle sound. The rush 3nd stir of =a
nation at war filtered into svery communitv in the county.

Only echoes of the Civil "ar rezched most ITov
gr, 1

The struggle to gain unestery of the Mississippl River
“surged through the countryside to the south of IZsckuk. ¥Nany
of the %tin-clad® =nd "cotton-clsd™ stesners, ermered with
light iron or baled cotton, hsd once been pzletisl passenger

=™

and 7plessure bozts. Altogethisr, the Government used 622
Mississippi steamers as fighting machines. Stesmbosts on
the Mississippi pleyed alwmost ¢s important e mert in pre-
serving the Union es they hizd in developing it.

leokuk was sware of war runblings before the conflict
broke out. Situzted as the city veg on the border of Iowa
and Mississippi, where northern &and southern symnathies
clzshad, it hazd long been a bettleground of debate betveen
northsrn and southern views.

The Underground Railway -- thét system of secret coop-
eretion among antislasvery people for helping fugitive slavas
to escape into Canada -- had one of its most active stations
in Iee County. '

One of the mein routes of the "railrosd™ brenched out
from Selem in Henry County and pessed through Demnmerk, Lee
County. Most of the Negro fugitives were routed to Denmesrk
from Salem, but there were = few vlo followed en unknown and
little used Toube either from Farmington in Ven Buren County
or Keokuk in Lee County. Denmerk wvas 1 Congregation§l
stronghold, and its people, New England snd Puritan in,thelr
background, were among the most active Underground Railroad
agents. The Reverend Ase Turner, pestor of the Denmark Con-
gregational Church, was the 1aader of +these activities. He
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openly condemned slavery, drawing +ths ire of only a few of
his parishioners who thought hs should stick to the Bible
eand let slavery alone ke end Zdward Turner were tihns prin-
cipal conductors. )

Ase never turned the needy from his door whaethar ther
were black or white. MNany fugitives ovied their freedon to
him, but few stories of whet he really did have been nra-

served.

Tlie fev stories thet are known of zctivities in Denmsri-
indicate that most of the psople in the village znd the vi-
cinity were in deep sympathy with the slaves. smong thase
who assisted in conducting fugitive Negroes was Dr. Georrse
Shedd who wes sald to have been bold =zné daring. Fhilip
James, a young abolitionist, made Daskets to sell in Bur-
lington, but few knew thet INegro fugitives vere often con-
cealed Dbeneeth the Dbaskets., He often drove slong the
streets of Burlington making no attempt to sell his baskets
until his contraband 1lo=sd had %been safely sheltered. A
story is also told of a fuzitive who came to 2 house 3 few
miles from Demmark <to ask for sheltser. IHe was conceeled,

znd a shkort time later, his pursusrs arrived st the house. -

They were immediately instructed to go in the opposite di-
rection from the one the fugitive wanted to take. As soon
as they were gone, the Nezro wss hurried to a safe hiding
place in Denmark. At another “tine two of the futitives,en
route from Denmz2rk to cross the Iississipni into Illinois,
were pleced 1in the bottomn of a vagon box and covered with
garden produce. As luck would heve 1it, they crossed the
river on the same ferry thst thelr mesters wused, but the
mesters were never awere of it,

Cnie devout member of Asa Turn=r's congragsetion vas 2
most resourceful conuuctor who as 51Jt d many to sefetr. One
Sunday morning, just ss he vias eady to stert for church,

word came thet slave owners were hunting,with bloodhounds &

numbsr of Negroes he had concealed in his home. Before
leaving, he instructed his son, who was staying at home, to
feed the hounds some biscuits he hed made, if thelr mrsters
visited the house. YNot long afterward the dogs appeared at
the back of the house, and the son fed +them as his father
had directed. It was their last mesl: they died of poison
not far frorm the house.

Because Denmerk had been an active Underground Ra;lroad
Station and vas hsted by the Missouri slave holders, 1t was
a marked town during the Civil %ar. Feer of guerills raid-
ers developed a strong Home Guard there. TFor thet resson,
perhaps, the raiders failed to visit the tovn at all.

President Lincoln's proclamstion of war, Avpril 4,.1861,
brougiit tTie call for Towa's first quota -- one regiment.
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The people of the State were a little zant thst the Sec-
retary of War required onlv one reginznt when enough men to
11l four were eager and ready to 0.

In Keokuk the first war reeting waes held on fpril 17,
1861, in Versndzh Hall, to ~ive the citizens' voluntsry OTEh
of loyelty‘ Hundreds rebequﬁd tiae words of feslty in %oineﬂ
that tremblsd with esrnestne-ss: "Cactin s zside =11 rty
diffsrences, we do hereby pled“ﬁ ourselves with q‘l the

gnd fl=g of ths

means in aur }OWSI to supror u thie Government =
United Stetes, henceforth and until the present corflict is
ended, &nad that we recognize in the present crisis  but two

p\..rtlec =~ patriofs and traitors.m

n April 18, the old Heokulr Gusrds were reorganizsd
under the name of Union Gusrds with 30 membars enrolled. On
April 19 1t wss announced that Keokuk izd been cunosen ss ths
point of emberkation for the Iova troops eoine to ths
southern battlefield. On April £&, a meeting was 1
thie 0old Athenium on Second Strset 1o provide sgid 7
famili+s of volunteers. At this meeting Zenry Strons
sided s5nd George W. McCrary (zfterward Sacretary of
1877-1880) and E. Jaegers, acted es secretaries. On Ax i
25, the Keokuk Artillery 3snd the Govsrnor's Gusrls Teor-.
ganized snd tendered +their ‘services to JOVQTHOL Firkwood,

April 24, 1861, a number of prominent citizens organized the

Keokuk bltv R+fl s, & notavle orgenlization +that ©played a

glorious puzrt in tne war., It wss the Fore Guerd. Recrults

joined the "Rifleg® =znd from its training sntered the army.

Over 120 officers wv.ers commissioned Zfrom 1its ranks. On

Avril 86 a recruiting coffice =wzs  omened in the Belknesps

Building on Fourth Street.

After Keoltuk hed been designated as the rendezvous of
the First Regiment, compeniszs of volunteers began to arrive.
On May 7, the whistle of the Iawkeve Stzte Dbrouzht & hurry
ing throrg to the lsvee to <rest the first three compenies
to errive -- two from Dubugue =2nd ore from Divenport. With
3 final "Fall in%™, "Left fece™, "Right feace”™, ths compsniles,
led by their mounted officers, marched up the hill, fi*es
shrilling, drums rolling, and flass flying. Eeokuk soon hed
parades galOﬂe for each incoming group raded. Cn Mar 8,
two compsanies 1“rom Nusecstine end two 1rom Bur11n;ton °r* vad;
on Msy 9 those from TIowa City, Cedar Rapids, znd Iount
Plessant. Tor some time the soldiers were qubrtered in the
upper rooms of business buildings. This mede army 4isci-
pline difficult and shifted almost all the disciplinery su-
thority to the shoulders of company officers.,

To supply the Iows troops with clothing and arme du?ing'
the esrly months of the war wes a difficult bask. The first
uniforms of the ten compsniss of Iowe voluntseers accepted as
a regiment were made from cloth bought by Azekiel Clark of

(@]
[e1]
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Towa City at Governor Kirkwood's own expsa R ol 5 made
un by the ladies who formed local Soldier Aid Societies.
The uniforms.-- for those who had them -- were thus home-
mede by enthusiastic but wunskilled hsnds. The cloth, very
poor, thin, sleazy blus-grav sati n°ttu, was sent to the va-
rious towns from which the companies camz. Althouzh they
vere all of the same general style, sach comvany nhsd soms
distinguishing feeture. The men from Burlington :=nd Mount

- {n
[©]

D2n
ers

Fleesant wore uniforms trimmed with red flannel, whilzs blsck
felt hats turned up 2t the side and fastened m1ta red, white
snd blue tin bull's =ves about the size of a ==nce Dlete,
marked the Davepnort soldisers. The whole rig, from het to

brogans, cost $8. An excerpt from Frank B. "ilkis, var cor-
rssponent for the Dubuaue Herald and the New York Timas
gives = vivid opicture of the +tailoring by the volunteer
seamstresseas.

4 majority of the boyz ars 2bls to gzet their panta-
loons from the floor by buttoning the waist bsnfs arcound
their necks -- others accomnulsh this result by bringing the

waist bands tight up under the arms snd rolling them six or
eisht inches at the bottom.... & Tellow hes to take off his
belts, then his coat, then ascend ons story before he can
reach his pockets, =nd after reaching thsm they are so deep
that one has to take them off entirely btefore he can touch
bottom. HEach pocket will hold =2 shirt, & blarket, znd even
the wesrer himself 1f at sny time he finds such a treat
necessary.

"And the coat fit almost as well as the pants. To be
sure, half of them ars two feet too large around the walst,
and almost es much too smell around the chest...

"TIn the cases of 15 or 20 of them, the top of the col-
lar is but a trifle above +the smell of the wearer's beck,
and in the case of about as many more, the same article is
a Tew inches above the head of their owners. The same col~
lar also in some cesses terminates beneath esch ezr, and in
others it sweeps awey around in a magnificent curve, forming
a vast basin, whose rim is yerds distent from the neck of
its possessor. And the sleeves too, heve here and there =2
fault, some are so tight under the earms thet they 1lift onz
up &s if he were swvinging upon a couple of ropes that pass
uncer his armpits. Othsrs strike boldly out snd do not ter-
minete their voluminous courze till a2 distence of several
inches beyond the +tips of his fingers, while still others
conclude thelr journey after marching only an inch oT so
below the elbows.”

The first uniforms herdly lasted till the soldiers
reached Springfield, Missouri. The thin sleazy garments
disintegreted so rapidly, sspecially behind, thet many of
the soldle“s took flour Qacks and mede themsv]vos aprons for

i
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ar guard. Governor Lyon, incensed =% vhat he tliought
s a ]ouu, ordured the soldiers to remove so "unsoldirrly &
decorzstion. But when he saw the immod=st result of his
commznd he quickly rescind=d the order.

When blanksts, hets, shoes, and uniforms hzd Dbeen pro-
vidsd for the companics of that first regiment thares were
51111l no suns. Finally Governor Kirkiiood sscured arms for
the ‘oldi“rc; poor affairs, but arms -- o0ld fasnion=d Tbrass

nounted pieces Imown as "and-suchk-is-the- kingdom-cf-hasvan®
guns beczuse thsy kicked farithsr than they shot.

3

Sore R d
Tivat Civil Ver Militery cawp in the S
ornel Zllsworth of New York, iss establ
part of Ksokuk.

Camp ®ilsworth, the
gte, n=ued for Col-
siied i the north

The first recrulted Iove regiments we 3till in Feolmuls
vhen Stephen A, Douslss died  in Chic ago on June 5. The fu-
neral procsgsion Tor Douclss, in I=okuk, on June 11 wag l=ad
by the Keokuk cevelry, ths Fi-st, oecond, snd  Third ERegi-
ments; then czae the Mayor and City Council, tue clargy, tle
day's orstor, J. I, Crzig, Esquire, trhe {uneral =car, =nd a
lony mrocession of mournsrs.

The first orders me Trom Generc

m}-—!

X T Ge
Lyon or Juns 13. 4 stsar r2s5e first Tove trcops,
regliient of infsutry, to Missouri.

n ths State of Kie:nu:i beoth Tnion 21nd CTonfsderaste re-
crults vare being en tad, T the Tllssourisns were divided
cn the war cus ~t1 336 wag the mopuler neme for the
Confederaies osc:uso thiey favorsd sacession from the Unilon.

cau se of the large numb=i of =sdhsients on both sides in

i N6
[ 6
ORI
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uri, collisions betwzen armed Dbodies f ren ware fre-

The only shots te 1and on Iowa soil during the Civil
Ler, nowevsr, viere durlasg what was celled the Battle of
At“,Jo, Missouri, on Avguzt 5, 1861. Athens was loecstzd on
the Dos Moines River, 20 milss northviest of Xeokuk. On Au-
cust 1, some 35 tons of nrovislons ~ including & quantitv of
nusksts and amunition, hod baern sant to athsns by the Dos
Moinss Valley Ruilrozd. <Colonel Divid Moore wes stationza
here with about 500 voluat.srs, srasd with cvery known stvle
of gun. The Confedarctes Leard of the shipmant =nd deter-
minsd teo attack Athsnsg snd capture the suppliss. They wore
s2id to number 1,500 wen, unisr Col. Mertin E. Green.

<

Auzust 2, mes w3 arrived at  Athens, bringing aevs
of the "Scsesh™ g znd Sunday evening, Auzust 4, gnother
messenger rushed in with word thet the onslausht wzs to be
rade the next day.

57



Lee County in the Civil War

Defore day dawnad on NandaV, the long roll of drums in
Feokul made soldier =nd citizen alite lean from +their bads.

=n exzcelted messengrr hsd conie DY handesr on the railrosd. to

B
report the epproach of rebel Grzen with his 1,500 sscesgion-
ists to Athens, Jjust =ecross the river from Croton, Iowa.
Not only =wwas &thens 1in danger, but rumor ssid thet it was
the mlan of the rebels tTo cross the river 2and villiags the
countryside, after wmopping up Athens, then to descand upon

Keoitul and ‘sack 1t to 2 fare-you-vell.

TLith ¢1u1tic Lhaste Colonel MscDowsll with tlhrse compa-
niss of the Sixth Iors, and Colonel Vorthington with five
compenies of tnb Fifth Towe, 3et out for Athens. A brass
six-noundar was hauled slong, and enough provisions to stand
& seize,

Jolonel Green had planted two c¢annon on the bluff bhe-
nind Athens at 5:30C on the morning of Aucust 5 s2nd cpensad
firs whiile his infantry attecked the llcore forces. The can-

non balls flew +too high, however. Insteed of Litting the
enamy, they opassed over the heads of the TUaicn soldiers,
crossed tine river and struck tue Croton biuff. It is said

thist the sound of the guns could bLe heard in Keokuk.

The zreater part of the Tighting tocok plsce in  the
cornfislds esround Atzens. Colonsl Moore's forces hsld thelr

posts dogmedly Tom = tims, then char gPd the 1rebel Iforces,
routing tuem. Durins the battle the Croton Home Guards and

the KXeokuk companis narciied inte a sugzr cemp or the river
bank end fired across the river onto the Confedesrstes in the
cornfield, inflicting coasidersble loss. At two in the
afterncon a secessionist detscivient, beuring a vhite flag

asked opportunity to recovsr snd bury thelr dead. The re—
quest was granted. Th2t night outnosts and guerds ware
stetioned =znd the troops slept on ‘tlieir »rms. Though many
felse slerms stirred the camp, there was no bhettle. The
next dey, while the Athens Home Guerds set out in pursult of
Colonel Green, the Teokulr soldlers returned. The TUnion
josses in th battle of Athens wsre four killed, three
wounded badly, =nd 20 wounded sli-htly. The Confederdte
losses werse much nore,

On August 9 the Sixth Regiment received its merching
orders at Keokuk. Wnen all the companies hed assembled, the
regiment marched to the dock, stepping to lively fife and
drum music. More than 800 Iowa bovs crossed the gangplank
of the palatial ¥War Zagle as bands on tne shore played "The
Fretty Little Girl I Left Benind Me and people crowded
close to weve and shout goodbye. The bost swung to the
middle of the river in a roar of steam whistles, clanging
bells, hurrehing crowds, and shouting soldiers.
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¥rs. Annie Turner Wittenweyer, who orgenizsd the Ieokuk
Soldlcrs' Aid Society, had coms to Keokuk in 1847, before
there was a public school, snd had =almos £t once opensd a
frse school for the cn11drph of the hoor. When war came,
she immediately began the activities thet later brouszht her
the commendation from Gen. U. S. Grant: ™o soldier on the
firing line gsve more heroic ssrvice than she rendered.v
¥rs. Wittsnmeyer is credited with starting the first Sol-~
diers' Aid Society, calling the first mesting of the women

EKeokuk on ‘Wednesday, May 8, 1861. On June 1, the vome
“ﬁt at the Mpdlcal College for the stated purpos e of forming
s Volunteer £id Society. ¥y June Z2, they were ettempting

to supnly o“e soldiers Vlth bavglockﬁ znd sanitary sunplisas.
Mrs, J. B. Howell, wife of the editor of the ZXeokuk Gate
City, later became the president of the orszanization.

On October 13, 1861 Governor Kirkwood =zprpointed 13
prominent citizens “o _MbArq of & Stete SaPlldT“ Commission,
with Mrs. Wittenmeyer es agent. In 1862 Nrs., Wittenmeyer
geined permission to visit the war hospitals of the Nation,
and discovering the zppallingly bad food served to the sick
soldisrs, she persusded the euthorities to experiment with
diet kitchens in the hospitals. In spite of initial opposi-
tion, the idea worked out successfullv, and b+ the close of
tlie war there were 1ore than 100 diet kitchens where such
food as chicken broth, milk, tomatoes, jsllies, gruels, tea,
and vegetables supplementea the regulsr army fsre. In May
1884, this work was made g pert of the United States Chris-
tian Commission, and irs. ”ittenmeyar resigned z2s State San-
itary Agent to or*anlﬁﬂ and supervize the diet kitchens.
The commission providsd the nmeintenence znd expenses of the
wonien whom Mrs. Wittenmever chose =zs supervisors. Although
the government furnished nost of the supplies in these
kitchens, additional foods, such as jellies and pres~rves,
were furnished by private agencies.

While the boys in blue were £t the front fighting the
battles of their country, those who remained at home took
tliought for the soldiers and their families. Iese County is-
sued a county war tax to pay szch married man who volun-
teered for the war &75 and each single man $50. This tax
was five and a half mills on the doller, levied upon all
taxable property of the county. The monsy wes raised the
most expeditious way, through the i1ssuance of war notes to
the amount of 38,000 in sums from one to %100. REach note
was to bear inte;est at eight per cent, to become due 1in
nine months from the date of sale 2nd to be receivable in
payment of the war tax.

Each man in the county was ezxpesctad to Dbuy for cash at
le=st ss many of these notes --.deollsr for dollar -- as
would pay his tax. Thus Lese County was ensabled to raise her
quota of volunteers without placing upon the shoulders of
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1k people a bonded debt, &s was done i
The "war notes™ were llOuTutlv t
wiere redeemed in the pevitent of tm
time w3s tioe debt burdensome.

o many counties.
i citizens and
Tax, so thet et no

e

Steambost wmen hsd brought the news of the tbtattls of
Siiiloh (Apill 6, 1862) up the =river to Keokuk. The city
drw—dﬁd to sece t e casualty lists for so meny Towa boys who
ned mede thelr rendezvous in Keokuk aad fought in that con-

iict.

Tt vas a bright Sundsy morninz, aArril 19, 1£€82, vhen
bhis first Aosp'ta7 silp, firving its wellow flag, ves sightsd
zcro8s znd down the river st Warsaw, ITllinois. Church W3S
dismiseed and nundreds Tlocked 1o the levee to help the
soldiers too 1ill to welk. This ship, the John Wsrnzr, in

cherze of Dr. J. C, flushes, Jr. wes the first of two shivs
dispztched to IIaokuk with 1,900 woundsd to srri- The
uqliiigg_zgpﬂ the sscond lip, docked & hslf hcur later.
These lzrze lLiew Orleans boats carried the {irst wounded sant

north frow St. Louis. On 4pril 23, t?-
Janusry arrived with 30C more wounded., £
to Estes House, Lelghton Fouze, the ied L

Building (o0lé high =school), the Rice 3111<1ﬂnfr 3nc the
Simpson L:ouse “Were communuaeLed as hosmnit ¥
lster thers were 293 patiznts in Es use alone, 5ng 37
scldiers had died. 3Bv July, 1882, there werse gstill 1,500
petients in the thospitzis; €17 hed died, 189 of whom weTe
from Iovsa. LeoXxuk wag the most import wnt wer hosplital cen-
ter of the Northwest.

The neople of Keokuk vers Xeenly awesre of war with
hundreds of convelescent soldisrs at 1liberty, wandering
throush the streets, snd with hundreds lying at the point of
deatn in the hospital beds. Ther gladly furnished sheetls,
nillows, blenxets, bcﬂuiﬁus, tovels, handkerchisfs, bed-
gocks -~ everythlng they could to sdd to the comfort of th
mien. Thev replenished the hosplitel kitchens with crackers,
eggs, butter, dried fruit, jellies, cordlals, BSugsar, dried
beef, sreen tea, tanioca, nutmegs, corn uthC“, =nd oths»
foods thst lLelped thes sick soldiers to convalesce.

During the winter of 1863-84 faruwers 1living near Ieoiw
donated 108 wazgonloads of stove wood 1o keep the soldi=srs
werm. =nstes House alone, with 950 beds, consuwned 500 coxrds.

Thare was a dally procession to *he Mational Cemetery,
established in Keokuk in Septembsr, 1861, By the end of
1883, 617 soldisrs hsd been buried uhcre. Rebel, Union, and
Negro soldiers alikz wers interred within its acres. Alnost
the entire loyal male populastion was in the Government ser-
vice, but many of the rest were in sympathy with the South.
It must not bes forgotten thet nad the Mason and Dixon Line
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been drewn straight, Keolul would have bs south
iins. The diffsrencass in sentirent flare
in lively clsshes. Among the southorn

whose behsvicur Keokuk tolerated becausz th ¥ ver
hepitants. Thomas %W, Clagett, & Marvland =rist

A 5 s
i u,4:j_"",+, lavive

yer, politician, end =ditor ~f
Constitution (dzily), “wb“"‘hed scurrulous
flected on the hraverr of the north-rn  so
Union czuse. Boon compenion :=nd crony of

Clay Dezn, atriking politiczl fizure duri
2nd the Reconstruction pariod following it.
=nd Dzan lashed the \u¢OP cruge oné made oo
of thes Ioms G
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uards. after the bloodlzss
They we warnad reheat—d‘v to kesp
frould have his g i an srmy stcod

with no
BVST.

Convalescent
form=d = =2lot which )
ruery 19, 1863. Incensed
QQ£EiE”on, & nlmbnr oi
dovin to toe
thraw them
ucntu,lnto tlus
the wvircckszd pres

AT this v a2 gouasd of about 20 ne, zrmsé, =7ulppad,
znd comuznded by Lisute cot wind of the affe=ir and
rushad double guick into SVCO" “iare thev Tormed &
pettle line fev pzeas ! e Ba'l com-

ne.
id ro attention

s 5 frou th

riendzd ths soldiers to dispesrss, ‘NF tnpr poc]
to hinm. IHe thken ordersd his men sir guns, which
they 4id, znd as the lazst crrtridse s home ond guns
capped, his order rzng oubt -- "heke ready." Then -- ke
aim, "

e
rrinting offi
i
q
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Wot = gun was rais=d. & convaloscent soldier stending
by Lieutensnt Ball spoks in s low tone, “You give anothoer
r end off gons the top of your L

rds
escent Jrowl@d to the soldi ers 1in =
nd -

=d.% Another conva-
nar:l, "ove to shoot

“Don't be afeared, we won't shoot’, vas the laconic
BRIWET .

4t this crisis the of ths mob ordersd his men to
ffgll in®, Right dress”™ zee™, ond on tuey  marched
towarad hgln Strect, &s 1““DT1V as iT on drsss parade, but
the lozded drays w~nt viith them. few minutas letor press-
es znd type wsre sinking in ‘The deep wzt.rs £ the Mlgsis—
sippi, Eventually the Dpresses wvere fishsd out, &nd the
Constitution resumed publicetion, its sentiments cooled for
the durstion of the wsr.
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) ?hile the Constitution was Iy
s?lzea the recalcitrant enry 7 Dean, =znd drasged  hin
Enrough the streets until = convenisnt lamp post wz2s reacheds
otr)ng hends thrust him upon 3 dry goods bhox prepsratory  to
uhlnglné Lim off to eternity. 4t this crho;ai moment, Judge
J. B. Howell of the Keokuk Gate City, bareliezdad ‘ﬂl coat-
less, forced his way through +the crowd, clsz chre
?&fon end eppealed to the mob +to 1listen to Lin :
Howell was populsr, end loyal to the core, €0 tue nen stayed
the lynching long enough to listen. Eloqua“tlv znd ecrn=st-
1y Judge Howell dut his ples,and sa=ved the 1ife of Fenry
Desn. tever for an instant did Dean lose his nsrve, and
vhen he was told that he could go, he walled away 3s cooly
and slowly ¢s though nothing had hapnened,

raided, snothsr group

“%t snother time Dean himself was his seviour., The ne=sr
%ygcnlng,winsﬁead of silsrcing hed r~re1J sharpened his
tongue. Stung by the "Pdwtlous remarlss fiung at them by the
rebel orator, soléiers once sgain wayleid Dean on s A=tk
side street 1n Keokuk. TFossibly he wag errayed in his typi-
cal cogtume of flowing linen duster, brogans with shoe laces
whipping =bout his anklss, panteloons, »nd blue flannel
shirt. 3toutly refusing to rstrsct his rersriks, Dsan was
dragged to a bluff overlookingz the IMississippri. Thare was
no trial., Just =g the sergeznt of the sroup wWas rezdy to
give the orders to throw uim into tae river, the ZReverend
Deen held wup his hand. 3Suspicious, the ssrgeant growled,
"No oratorry.” DBul orstirr we i2r Irom ths doomsd man's
thouglits. Inst=zd,he hanled ths sergzant a pocket knife and

h

asked him to delilver it to Desn's son, a tow-haired 1ad of
six, who would prize it. "Tomorrow®, zzid Deesn, “he'll ride
his hobbyhorse up to The gete znd wonder vhy his fethcr
doesn't come. Long has h sntad tnzt knifte to maks Limselfl
¥ite sticks end pigeon boxss. >e're poor, gentlemen, very
poor, and I cannot buv hin storemacde toys.”

He tallzed on for & Tew minutes, telling the seld 1ers of
his wife, who hed strusgled through dsrk days with him. At
Hst his voice died away. He stood there, silhouettad
gainst the esrly evening sky, his face buried in his hsnds.

}__l

‘

&

Only a crackle of desd lesavs indicated the soldiers®
departure. 4t 1lsst the =everend Dzan. end & cantein stool
alone on the towering bluff. The captain, unmoved, said:
" hen yvou and Belzebub meet in the heresfter =2und srgue for
men's souls, my sympsthies sre all with the devil. 7ou can
zo home now.?

Lee County raised 15 compenies from 1861 to 1864. Thae
first companies from Iowe for the three-year enlistment, or
durstion of the woer, were Keokuk companies. Meny Lee Countv
men also served in othar states.
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On October 2z, 1929,
tory Park, Keokuk, marking
troovs to the Soutu.

For years after the war the Tstas
munity =s & notel. The TUnited Stat
elgo housed there. In later vesrs
rooms for thelr hell and the veterans a9
wells of the old hospltel snd fousht over th
of Rsbelllon., hen the fifty-sseond encasme
Army of tie Renublic wmet in Ieckuk ip
their perzde saluted the former Thospitel
fervol,

When the o0ld Estes Jouse wes rozed, its corn:zstone
found wnermsnent resting ploce in the K:thogal Cermeterv. On
the bronze teblet which was wplsced on ths elzss  2ncloszad
cornsrstone in Towa's littie Lrliinston vere thsse words, ar-
proved by the «uartsrmsszter General: “lornerstone of ths
0ld “stes Zlouse, Tifth end ¥ein, Feokuk, Iova. Sits of Ary
Fospitel, April 1862-0October 1, 1880. Brected to the memory
of the soldisrs who died in the ¢ld Genersl Ifospliusel  at
Feokuk snd are burled in Ths Fztloral Censitery.”
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CHAPTIR 10
KBEORUK

~ {eokuk, the_second oldjest c¢ity in Teve, wos built on
the high bluffs in the 301Lr zroroct point of tis  Stste, atv
Ehe miseting of the waters of the Des iloinss «rd the Iissis

lppil rivers, where, from the Rills, three stztss could Hs
v;uwea - Ionu, Illinoisg, =znd lis oourl.

The Tirst white man to meke v»ervanent =¢ L
"Point® was the Scotchman, Dr. Samurl C. Yuir. Tu
built 2 1little cabin for ‘i ndian wife #nd thelr ¢
on the bluff that was to b=c e Keokuk.

9]

Moses Stillwell and M=rk Aldrich opﬁrna a trzding
at the Polint in 1829 for the Americsn Fur b orivany
1831, constructed a block of five cabins %0 serve zsg t
headguarters. This was 1ztzr known as "Rst Ec
one and two story structure nzde of round nsved
rude stairway mounting Trom tle nutside zarnd = pu
form on th sides of the buildins thzt s2rved
boet ndpo,
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Up to the year 1335 +the settlement at the foot of tlie
Rapids he2d be without & 43distinctive name. In titha esrly
daﬁs the Indlaps celled the place “‘ucx~e—c“v»tu"k " mesning
"where the weter runs Test,” or "at the foot of the repidg . ®
Vovagers end fur treders identified it =z "The Point" or tae
"Farmers' Trading Post® until 1829 when the name "Kooluk™
was first given to the village. In this year, on July
Fourth, at a steamboat celebrat‘op of river cavtains de-
tained while lighturing over the raplds, Col Gaorge Deven~-
port proposed, and the mesasure Wise adopund that thc place
be named for Chief Keokuk of the Ssc tribe, whose home was
about six miles up the river. Citizens of tue villege felt
thet this naming by outsiders wes herdly legal and in Sep-
tember 1834 citizens of EKeokuk christened the hamlet snew.
Tn an article written in 1871 ty J. B. Patterson, eodito at
that time of the Oquewka (Illinois) Spectetor, an &cc ount is
given of the event.
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] ;Keokuk~hed to build bis hotels for thie transisnts com-
ing in on ths de§gwater St. Louis szte, which could not
30 OVeT Eheb rapids. The Zates IHous=e, th2 Billin-s Iouse,
snd tiie Deming nouge  vers ers scted to zccomuodste the many
tranzients and visitors to the citr. \
Lty s key nosition on the Missizsirrpi
days of transportetion msde it 2 focasl roint for
of travel. One of thz few comploeted plavk roads
lzid betwsen Ksokuk 2nd Birrinshen, V”n Buwren O
struction o the highiiay was sitarted : reck
planks  to  the nurbsr of 712,8C0 fc ek
5 :nd foun’ation., 3v 1885 the
! of its ponulsarity althousgh its or IO
3 re. In 1871 5 travseler nocted cie dsy
ae counted zs many 3 8  hunlired Tegons 1% VAT
the Plank Rosd. 411 o p2id b rivete
enternrise owned the ro in 1871 uzht the
thoroughisrse for iE,OO d it became L;éy. n
the courss of time the 1 were to soid for
firewood, vut ths route was rot abandoned er inu=d to
be the 3principal nighway into Ieokulr fro hz nortlivast.
In 1857 Lze County's "Foor Fouse” was lceostsd on the Flank
Roed, about six miles north of KXeokuk. It consisted of =
row cf Jlogz lhuts e#nd one smse’l frame house.-,
weokul's first solulr, 4. Pleesznt nd

Muscathe Railroad, 1 before th Civil r,
and wag oniy 18 mi g used For trensfe ng
freight from the Stu ern Line stesmbost zt
Heokuk ©o Monrro ri 2t ths hsad
of the rayi to ; ar 7Doints, ha
Civil ““zr A;lt d uCLg;Thct on  on the Mt. Fleagsent,
but,the war once well 0ue1, the ] Burlinzton end
incy Rsilroad swallovied he roud's beginning and
sxtended the tracks through Foxrt mad-oop dna on into Bur-

lington.

The fi+ st pagssenger-carrying v 2
went into opsret_on around 1866 or 1 he
its first run is uncertain., The rosd start he ¥ .
D. ¥. snd M. R. R., {Feckuk, Fort Des Moines =nd Mianeeota
Railroad) =2nd folloved the Des Moines River to Ottumwa. XNot
[ad

until 1668 did it reach Fort Des lMoinas, snd its MNinnesotsa
goal wes never even abtempted. Jeveral changes of nsne fol-
lovied e=ch other rether rapidly. When the road resched
Fort Dss Moines, the region wes reflscted in the reilrcad's
nevw title of the Des Moinszs V:lley Railroesd, Keokuk, however,
was sghsst at the "omission of the only important vzrt of

[ 1

title,™ whereupon the neme took = culck turnover and be-

come the Des Moines snd Keokuk Railroad. After yeers of op-
eration undsr thst +title, the Chicsgo, Rock Island znd
Pacific Railvay absorbad the road.
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The third railroad into Xeokuk v&s thie old St. Louis,
i and Northwestern, cellsd the "F" line. Tuis brench
vecame the propsrty of taa C. B. end 5. vhich extendsd it
irntc 3t. Louis.,

Keokuk's first engins vis broucht ovsr from oll“w»,
fllinois in 2 barge. To honor one of Kaokuk's
citizens, the »nginc wES cb;;sth 2d the
Th-re were twe obhrr well known gngines in t i

Tie St. Louis and the Montrose. The litisr 3,
repeired and rensintad, continued servi naw
title ~- the ¥. R. Sutton. These inss Urners,
Wwith huge okssticks, and wers ks dnn blac?
and hooled with a scraen to nrevs: ivis Scme -
taing perscnal was io“t from the gg v z C. B
& 4. and the C. R. I. & P, road gt rs for
namss in designating L & en~ines.

Keokuk's religious :zctivity Legan June £5 673, ¥vhen
Father lar ﬂnbtte 'laﬂded *t the feot of AL kv Drzek, s
Tew miles north of th ite of Heokulk, eri sai s for
tlie pezceful conversLon of the Indi=ns. century
and a nslf later, in 1817, ~"hen this secti r the
Jurisdiction of the Diocese of ¥aw Orl Trist
priest, Fsther Joseph Riry Durend stonped her n his
way to Prairie du Chien. with the opening e Z0Tg,
other opriests treveled up snd down the =iver with briasf
stops at the newly nan=d villaze of ¥eokuk., Ths first fully
recorded zcts of spiritusl visitation in Iowa, however, are

those of Father Van 7Juickenborne, on Octeber &6 to 3, 1832.
HHis disry shows tast on those four dsys ke Dbaptizzd many in

the faith and performed five merrisgss. he wog Tollo by
itinerant preachers of wvarious faiths who, beginning cbout

1837, held ssrvices in Feokuk's notorious old "Ret Rov® on
the lzvee. TFrcm these pioneer baginnings apreng sorme of tiie
State's outstend - ng churchss. “Keokuk ssw several of Iowa!
"first? churches started -- the Methodist Zniscopal in 1€41,
tlie Uniterian on Octobsr 4, 1853, 2nd a Jswish Synagoque on
November 22, 1855, In 1941 Xeokuk hed 28 substantial
churches, 3ll in sdifices of thelr own, many of them notad
over 2 wide srea for thelir architectursl boaauty.

The first scucolmaster in Kesokuk was Josse Creizhton, a
shoemaker., In 1832 he started & 1ittle school of sight
pupils. He found ample time for teschinz Lis punils be-
causge the people did not catar to *the DPOEWu“er'S trade, but
went barefoot in summer ¢nd wore Indian mocczsins in winter.
Until 1852 tlie Keokuk schools were suell, one-story frame
buildings in which church services were held on Sundays.
During this period an egsortizent of priv:te schools for ad-
vanced instruction sovrang up, prospsred for e season, then
died. Xeokuk's school dlstrict was crgenized end the publie
school system started in Merch 1851. Two y=ars leter the
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Tirst high school of the town wes erectzd st = of

430,000. The building wvas an imposing stiuctu-e it3
yorlod, with a tower and clock. In the succasd’nz vears
Keckuk built and outgrew numsrous school buildi 2y-
rerienced its period of sepsrste schools for w and
colored people, followad tas trends in changing ou lun,
znéd gradually crssted 2n educational ztandard +thet ra2g-
ofnized  taroughout the 3taste. By 1841 it had =i darn
gfade sciool  buildings, a junior hisgh schcol =nid i or
high school, Ths perochisl schools number thres: Vin-
cent's crade school, 3t. Feter's zccraditszd high sc snd
3t. Mary's school. Tine Keoluk Businsss Colle e sed a
noteworthy clientele in the town.

Keokuk kiedicel MES of the "Col-
lese of Physicians f)el T Mzsizsippld”®
thiet beran a brief Dz =9  after some

vears of stormy exl v n3 in Indisne
uhu Illinocis. renmed s the
Collzze of Fhy ved to  eckuk,
where 1t recel zrd of Trusiees of
tie University - denzriment of  the
Universitv. Io 2 this sayponsorshin
by the Universi sbiisctions. The re-~
I=tionsiip cont 137G, ~hen the Col-
lege of Medicine eu integral part of
thie University.

FKeokuk Collsge of Fhysiciasns rud Surgsons 1-ad necte-
viorthy existence for waers and gradusted over 3,000 doctors,
and dentists. Twice rifts =ithin the fseulty resulited Iin:
the formetion of eanotusr m=2dical college gt Ilsck The"
first offshoot occurrsd in 1838, tut sxisted for only twoe!
vears. Thirty ve=rs later, in 1890, znothsr split the
facultv brought iatc being the Kecluk Ledicsl Coll=ee Poth
medical schools, howevar, vere dependent for their funds
unon local subscriptilons -~ 2 Suuuty soil thzt mrmade exis-
tence for ezch institution so hazerdous thst by 1898 the
collesns emalgasmated under the titls of the Keokuk Medical

Colleze, Collape of Fhysicilans and Surgeors.

In 1900 = Fation-wide movement beman which reguired of
m~dical schools a more thoroush laborstory instruction in
better laborstcries, unier the dirsction of trained, sal-
aried, fulltime instructors. A wprivate colleze 83

Keohuk’s could not compete under these reatrictions “ltn the
State supported institutiocns. Lcoﬂuk adical College merged

with Drake University in 190
nanclal reasons, Dreke's Ye “"nl Co ‘l«?d becrre
tie University st Iova City.

Five yecrs leter,

for fi-

abgorhed by
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A Q_Keokgk's gsographicel loc 3 g rzterisl influence
on its l&§al end political ¢ t. Situsted =zt the
Junction of two rivers, i1t was d of mnszvicsticn in
Qorlf iqy“ viith many land fu;ts booksd in its courts. Leasl
engles were complicated by territorisl, Indian, msritime,
national and internztionsl vpoints of lew, runnines deck to
Ege s'lvln; of problsms involvzd inNt;e Louisziz Turchise.
the vagariss of tie Des loines River introlucesd iricky
boun&iry ,uistio 1s for diplormstic ssttlerent. =2 the cs3pi-
tal of the ilalf-Breed Trszct =ith its =sniless =nd intricste
land tirouble wutl—wwuts Yeokuk ws3 & vergsstile treining
aground in J,agl profici erﬂv. Out cf %this confusirg peliti-
cal background developed 2 ~eb:l stendsrd snd & lezel 2bili-
ty thzt for yeirs plezced leokxuk lawrers =t the top of the
profesolon. Tith suchk en zrray of talent for z fzeulily, 8
lew college st Ilsoiuls ingical. »ft-r 2 noriod
of discussion, nlens metured ticles < inscorpors-
tion for s Keokuk Colleze of Law 121 ir  Ausuzt 1e82.
TheAamount of canital stock ves 1ivided into shares
of 10 each.

Commodious ¢ assigned to the 2

bulau“ &z ol of Thwvszicians =
T 25 locotzd 2t The sz3t corner of th: int
Seventh znd Tlondzeu streets, the site Zatar oc
Megonic Teuple.

The 13V zchool of Towe's nionzer dzvs functioned suc-
cessfully “or 2 numbsr of veers belore 1t wes discontinu=d.
Tts Tzcoulty ves campozasd »f eminent mon 2mong waon were Jus-
tice Samuel C. Millsr 53 Tnitei s 3 me G

o .

Judge 7. M. Derk of

OL n“t¢opql lf"lsttor .

During the Civil Wer two furrybes rogs2d the river
between Keokuk :nd Hemilton, the Gite 3 t Henilior

Belle, running day ond nizbkt.  The T
meae trips to Jarsew and Alexsndria. hE 38 ware all
of the side whesel tyre,to gnable taene tn walk through tle
hoat, so that there was 10 need to turn the lorsss  when
driving orf.

Tre ferry i-nding at XKeokuk wss at tre Toot of Maln
Street, which was macademizad mith broien stones, but in wet
weetiner it became muddy and slipp 1ekinge it erd for the
trensfer teams. Often four to six horses ere required to =
w2 gon .

4 Teokuk man was lersely instrumental in ths adoption
of tie veutler service by the Uuited 3tetas Governnent. Tée
rnethod of foretelling westhrr ffcts on 8 sC cientific basis
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end making them sveilable to the publi
vice was begun in 1868 by Dr. ¥, A
train dispatcher for the Des Moins
before thes Government hed thought of suc

nan nad esteblished a successful weether mrv1ce alonf his
line. IHis method was bazsed on the imove T
the northwest.

g 5 Gevernmant s3
nnaman, who was th
lew Paxlrouu. Lo

) Dr. Finneman wrote of his work to Gen. ¥. /. Belknan
Keokuk nian, who was at that +time Secretery of Waer. T
letter wes primarily responsible for heving the lew nes

by Congress suthorizing the Secretary of War to provide T

o} pu
O(D}—h
TN ®

some recording of meteorological observaticns st military
stetions 2nd other points in the interior of the continent.

The exect date of the coming to Keokuk of Samuzl
Clemens (Msrk Twain) is not known, but his brothsr Orion
Clemens moved to Keokuk June 9, 1835, heving bought a small
printing plent then kncown as the Ben Franklin Book snd Job
Office: It was after this thst Semusl Clsmens ceme up fronm
St. Louls for a visit, end OCrion prevsiled upon him tc re-
main znd z2ssist him 1n the Jjob oprinting vork, sgreeing to

pay him %5 a veek and bosrd.

This Job »nrinting shop was on the third T
leter bec=me 208 M2in Stkeet. The bdbuilding wsa ter taken
over by the Iowa State Insurance Comnany, remodel and made
a part of its original office building, on the corner of
Second &nd Main strests. When the building was remodeled,
Mark Twain's roow was complﬂtﬁTW restorad, with type casss,
pictures, 2nd chairs, &ll reminiscent of tue grest humorizt.

U) I--J

oor of what
le
ed

Merk Twain mede the Tirst city directory of Feokuk. A
copy of the original edition, dested 1803, is preserved bY
the Keokuk Public Librery. In the directory, &s in every-
thing he touched, Mark Twain lsft the mark of his humor,
listi:zg himself ss an anticuarisn. "Every town should have
at lesst one,™ he said, "and Keokuk had none.?

Arother exemple of Mark Twain's early ri

menu oI the cld Ivins House, the leading hotel in Keokuk in
1855-58. 4 copy of +this menu was vnressrved by the Feokuk
Public Library. In 1948, the llerk Twain Zephyr gave a dailly
reminder of the beloved writer.

The 0ld Ivins House, ncw known &¢s the Hawkeye Hotel,at
the northwest corner of First and Johnson streets,; became
noted not only because it wss Twain's regular bosrding house,
but because 1t was also the scene of Lis first after-dinner
speech, made on the occesion of a bancust celebrating the
hundredth anniversary of the birth of Benjamin Franklin. A
report of the Dbanquet appeared in the ZXKeokuk Gete City of
Jenuary 19, 1858,
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QMark Twain's first peid articlas,
Letters, wsre printed in Feokuk ir the

The Keokuk City ler"“V, unuzusl In

FPRV ST

tion of the nubllcatlons of the 3itihsoni

o RS S

i o
it e
State Historical Socisty, ths TU. 3. D3r“rtr SRS S Tep
Ereasury, “esther, and otLar hranches, the Wsticnsl and
g?&te louss &nd Senszte Jdocunents »nd roco nel for bths
Tirst time on June 1, 1€84. Throug:h cocme Lo the
publishzrs of the Zeckul Dzilr G-te Ci% Feokal
Citizen (wsekly), the 1ibrary meintsired 7T e i1zt =
Eg&gletg i 1@1 af gll 1 newspansrs rublished okuk #fter
S0, The library purchassd for L350 the remasrkehle diary
of Dr. Josiuz Monroe Sheffer, rprominent phrsician and
naturalist, who ceme to Keokuk in 1B7% =t ths = of 4% and
lived there wuntil his ds=th in 1926, PFor &R0 yeeoraz Dr.
Sheffer kept a3 dizry, an eirLt-volumes chrenicle, irn oreciss
handwritten entrics, of the 4aily history of Zeokul.
Keokuk's first newspsper w2s ther Iovz Mcraning Ster end
Keokuk Commarcizsl Nesssge »ublished by Thoxm Z o in 1R45.
It was =2 six-column vieekly syoDearing e T 7 rning.
Within the weer, howsver, its »lsce n iowa
Argus and Lese Cou 1ty Commsrcisl advertis ok
William Fatee. The firszt 1l:zue apnesred
The Keokul Remiziter, edited end
and Robert B. Ogden, wez tine Iirst y = o
attain success. Its iritisl number 3y 15,

s =2 weekly.

The First daily newvzpater in Tirst daily
in Ksokuk -- the Eeokuk Dail Waig, ; el from toe
Keokulr Regigter. It appe L 5! is on Marcn 2,
T&54, with Jemss B. Howell <s a: cublisher. At
first the Daily wes z fivs-column folio 4 art  for naws
upon river psckets =and the "Pouy express rneje little

-

mention of local items.. Within a wesr, how
Whig hed chenged 1lts neme to  the ¥eolul
started on i1ts long career under ithat ra oo
nev,spuper of ooutheas+‘rn T L &.  FPorhap it" “e:t kyvown 2d-
itor wes Samuel Mercer Clarl., whoss Hrwll' and wersstile
editorisls for 30 ye“l“ von for him the tltle of ™mestar
stylist of the Iowa Fresa.™
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The Heokuk Citizen began publication Cetober 27, 122%

LT) 3 L] .y 1' 3

undar the editorship cof its owner, Bdward F. © rt,*. The

parver appeered weekly and becrne widely known feor its many
historicel articles.

The South Lee County Courthouse, at the corner of Fifth
and Concert streets, wes erected in 18E6-D7 by Dr. John F.

~3
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ganford and was used as a medical colleze until 1859, when
it was purchesed by the county for “9,000, ahout one-half
the original cost. Few exterior changez were mede 25 the
years passed and it remaincd in service &8s the South Lee

County Courthouse and jail.

From Keokuk in the 1860's the steambost activities on
the Des Moines River sprang into life, creating s whdole new
world of dreams and disappointments. For & Tfew promising
years the "doll size" stearboats mede history in névigating
the Des Moines acrcss the State, but slowly the bitter truth
was realized that the Des loines bed filled too rapidiv with
sand for the stream to be navigable except at "hizh woter.”
Year by year the boats making the journey were fewsr until
this enterprise, that hed consumed thousands upon thousands
of dollars in river improvements and beosts, was cnly a weni-
ory. When in 1877 the great Mississippi canal cpened the
northern Mississippi to the traffic of 1large steamers, an
era of increased prosperity as a river town began for Keckuk
but a few years later the coming of the railroad changed the
economic environment, bringing a gradual decline tc Keckuk's
supremacy as a river nort. But in 1910-1913, when the great
dam across the Mississippi replaced an oldser dam, the city
renewed its importance as a'river town. The development of
hydro-electric power substantially incrsased 1ts shipping
facilities., The Government offices, ths drydocks, and the
lock added immeasurably to0 the employmant end industrial
life of the city. The fleets ware outfitted and provisioned
in Keokuk and maintained the nine-foot channel, Many Gov-
ernment boats made harbor in the forebay during ths winter
months, In the spring when river navigation opened, these
boats were put into the Governnment drydocks for gensral re-
pairs and many men ware Xxept busy until the boats steamed
out for service,

Many "first"™ commercial entarprises in the State began
life in Keokuk: the first wholosale grocsry house was 5.
Hamill and Company and the cldest drug and medical wholesale
firm was the Wilkinson-Bartlett Company, founded in 1806. A
wide range of manufacturing enterprises develor=d tlere,
such as plants for various corn products, rolled ocats, stecl
castings, calcium carbide, ferro-silicorn, silver iron, gnd
stock feed. In addition to the usual business of marketing
and trading incidental to a farming region, Keokuk's naturai
resource of commercial fish meant an unfailing bulw;;k in
industry with thousands of tons barreled, boxed, and shipped
each year to Chicago, St. Louis, New York, and other mgrkets.
Keokuk had developed *he largest black powder plant 1n the
country by 1941 and became the second largest carbide manu-
facturing center in the country.
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FORT HADISCOH

Tiie town of Fort Madison began its existerce on the
site of the old Fort, the first fort in Tova, I ra the
{rcdt river turned towsrd the wast so thet tle 2ity, {reing
it, looked scuthwsrd. To the north vas Burlingtoh. The
greatzr part of ;ort»Madison wes Lullt on the Dbottom  Lond:
uf thie river, nesr the enter of ths bi~ bend, but a3 the
CL ty graw it exterdsd w tn“ ~ently atesn o the
senri-circeular range of hirh kills Tuis zits
wes ons of the fow  loes tﬂon wlong T Iliszissipnri
River Vuich, without the eid of lovees, remsined Tree from
inundetion =2t 211 sezsons of the vesr, Eecoiuse of the
lond's grzdusl slops to the river =nd ths seriss of divides
tetween ths renges of bluffs, the : T tlie lowality
weg noturally provided., Set vithin eet  blulfs

md il 2 he ¥knovm

Lt river, tha pretiy littlie
no the (_r“- (,/J.D 7

T thes autumn of 1808 Lt.
DOPLETYT QuUeT tdwq hera for Lis
Jamas Ml ‘28 ilnaugurated
and thse s nsmad In his
cccupiad il 14, 1809. =
Trdians mede svscuation oif 2
diers set torches to it =3 ftle
garrison's gescape, all th~t re:
stons chimmey sbove ths X

g fol ns Trovled nallen
sbout what they cells -- the Plzce of Tire
Yhite traders and tr 2 , viewing the ruins fr
their beats =2s they rzvaled up dr down thz Misslissippd
identified the spot ss YLeons Chimnsy.® In 1938, tue  Tas
Tspy Chaptsr of the Deushteors of the Amt“lcaa Tavolution
srzcted a chimney monument on tie site to cclobrits the cen-

toennial of ths fort's esteblishnmont.

The first man to bresk the long intervel of de2s30lation
"aullein~leaf doctor," Feter Villiarms, who ventured
the rivsr from Illinois in 1822 »nd built &« csbin
=t helovy the gaping c sizmey.,  The land vago not D“en
:ttlement for anothsr yeszr, ﬁn& Williams wes narresie
end telen to suvoo, Illirois, by the soldi=zrs frou Fort
Armstronyg when sottlesent on the lend  bocsme  lersal,
'i1liams returned to his olaim snd bullt anotner cabin.

-

to cone, wWes

General Johr II. Fnapn», the noxt sottl
n his wey up the

most instrumental in founding tLe city. Cn
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Mississippi to Fort Snelling he learned from the steamboat
captain that the site of Fort Madison wes claimsd by Augus-
tus Horton, who 1lived on 2n island nearby. T¥nepp bouzht
Horton's claim and built a3 csbin nesr the foot of Broesdway
and also estzblished an Indien surply store. Leter he sold
his stock to Judge Cutlsr end returned to hiis family. In
tie spring of 1833 he cz2me once more to hkis cisim, accom-
panied by his cousin, MNethaniel. It was in this year that
the United Stetss 3°quired full rights to the Black Hawk
Yurchase, and other gsettler hurried in =znd establish=4
claims.

In the fall of 1835 John 2nd Nathenizl Knapp had
Ldolvohus Allen, survevor, define the boundsriss of the tow
of Fort Mz=dison: TTCommenciugs &t low water mark on the ¥Mis-
sissiprl River, due south of 2 red or Spasnish o3l tree
stending on the bank of ths rivsr, zad running due north one
helf mile; thence dus souti: to low water merk on spld riv-r,
by said low vetsr mark, to the plsce of bsginning.

Prospsctive settlers wisre coming in increasing numbers
acrogs the Mississi»noi. almost convinucus strssrn of

horsedrawn cersvans wes: moving t.rough Indisna snd Illinois.
At Apnanooss, Illinois, = DOlnt directly o
ison, the covirsd wazons made temporary v
emizsrents walted their turns ﬂt the fsrry

o

Anticivating the oncominr rush of setilars, the Xnaops
Led srescted two hotels ~ John Inapr's Madlison House, on the

site of the old rort, th its kitchen djoining thes ruins
of the stone chimney, d WVashington Mouse, owned by Nethan-
iel ¥napp. Socon btoth viers crowded to capacity. The <Town's
first dencs vas held at Msdison liouse on  Christmas nirht,
1836. MNsdison Houss wes the hesdgusrters, in 1837, of Lt.
Robert E. Lze during hls Government survey of the Dps I"oines
Rapids. -

i)_.l.'
o

John Box hed been =zwhcocinted the first postmaster at
Fort Msdison when the office wes esteblished Tebrusry 22,
1836. He wes succeeded Novewbar 18, 1835,by James Douglass,
who izept the mail in & pine shos box 2t his home. A regular
108t route wss coversd by stase elong the Mississippl from
Burlington toc Fort Mzdison, lontrose, #nd St, Francisvills,

aprroxinately 45 nile-s round trip, twice vieekly.

Meny Indizns still lived in the region and traded with
the white men. Blsck Hawk mGWG fraguent excursions along
the riverbank from his home in the timber neszrby, but his
appearance caused neither tesrror nor alarm. The ws was
over and he came as a friend, A welcome Fort lMedison vis-
itor at the old chisftoin's lodge was dJobkn Carroll Walsh,
senior member of the Iirm of Walsh & Pise, merchants, who
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feil in love with Bleck Hawk's daughter MNamsgua and would
have merried Ler but for the interference of a friend from
the Fast. Vialsh, informed thzt he would probsbly be called
"the syuaw man from Baltimore," was persuaded to brssk the
erient and return to Marylend to live. Namsgua morrisdé
of her tribesmen.

Tiie Fourth of July, 1838, sixty-second anniversary of
Independence Day, was the first one observad in the Tsrrito-
ry of Iowa. The celebration began at day-braesk with the
ringing of the bell in & new building owned by Jsccb Cutlsr.
The program of the day was Lield in the same building where
an enthusiastic sudience listened to the eloquence of two
leading citizens, both lawyars. Henry Eno read the Declera-
tion of Inderendence and Phillip Visie delivered the oration
of the day.

arbor 2%t the shore of
his best white man's
en formal <Tozssts were
nd rousing chesrs

A holiday dinner was served 1
the Milgsissippl. Chi ef Black Hawk,
mufti, was the guest of honor. Thir
drunk, most of them with c¢old wetl
broke out as glasses were 1ifted to
its rank as a Territory. Soon may it
the azure of our Nstion's bann:r.” i
rose and proposed: "To our illustrious gu

ilg declining yezars bo =g calm =2nd ser
ous life has bsen boist and full of w
His attachment and p:f= rlﬁnu~L1b to hi
fully entitle him to 0

i
poae (D

s et
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c
brsthren
beoard."

Black Hawk ross znd spoke grevely to these trus friends.

"Tt hss pleased the Great Spirit that I am here -“today.
I have saten with my white friends. The earth-is our Mother
we =2re now on it, with the Great Spirit above us: it isgood
A few winters ago, I was L‘Pbtlﬂg against vou. I 4id wrong,
perhaps, but that is past; 1t i1s buried; let it be <Iforgot-
ten, Rock River was s beautiful country. I liked my towns
and cornfields, snd the homes of my people; I fought for
it -- it is now vours; keep it as we did; it will produce
you mcod crops. I thank the Great Spirit that 1 em now
friendly with all my white brothers; we ere here together;
we asre friends; it is Eis wish &nd mine; I thank you for
your frlendsnlp. I wss once a great warrior; I am now poor.
eokuk has been the cause of my present ccondition; but do
not attach blame to him. I sm now old; I heve looked wupon
the Mississippi River; I lLnve been & child; I love the great
river; I have dwelt upon its Dbsnks from the time I was an
infant; I look upon it now. I shake hends with you, and @as
it is my wish, I hope vou s=re ny friends. I may not see you
again, Farewell."
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And it was farewell. This was Black Havk's last public
appesrance., At his home 1in ZToweville, Van Buren County,
the great Indian succumb=d to & brief illness end died on
October 3, 1828,

The original platting of the +town had within 2 few
¥-&8rs become no longsr velid =nd this broughkt an order by
Act of Congress July &, 1836 for a Government survey, whioll
a3 actad vpon in 188V, T LE4E, the Tows Terrlt
islaturs graated Fort Medison s city chartar.

o

anie Log~

Fort Msdison led an  uneasy existence for yezrs as &
county seat besieged by rivel cleiments for the honor, but
the courthouse was built for psrmanence at the very begin-
ning of the battle. The Lee County courthouse was stsrted
in 1841, and completed in 1842, Georgian Coloniszl in style,
it wes bullt of brick with & large porch suprorted by stone
Tuscan pillaers. Its design was c¢redited to Father Samuel
razzuchelli, pioneer priest and architect. On Mszrch 29,
1911, the _nterior wag destroysd by fire, which eroused dis-
cussion on whether to repalr the ald structure or to build
& nevw courthouse, but sentiment for the oldest courthouse in
Towa prevailzd and the building wss repelred.

In 1838 thu city had its first newspzper, the Fort Mad-
ison Petriot, nublished by James G. Edwsris. Since “the Bur-
lington and Dubu“ue pepers were Democratic, Edwerds set up
the Fstriot ss a Whig orssn. He bousht his »ress and type
from Dr. issac Gallend, v hed “ublished the Montrose Jest-
ern Adventurer in 1837. Thz first issus appeared March 24,
1838, Although Edwards Mcd mc"e LOCBl nistory with the
FPatriot, he was not successful in paying his expenses. De-
spite tzctful notices that the aditor would welcome thie set-
tling of long due subscriptions, either in c¢ash or in pro-
duce, too few responded. Althoush he was an elder 1n the
Presbyterisn Church and a landovner &s well as the proprie-
tor of the newspaper, Bdw:rds mede ur his mind not to remain
in the vicinity any longer. On September 1, 1838, le packed
up his printing press, type =nd household gcods and set out
aboard a river boat for Burlington. There, in June 1839, I

he
founded the Iowa Patriot, forerunnsr of the later Burlirs ton
Hawk-Zye, the paper that sugmssted the nane "Hawlceve" LOT
Towa and Towans.

The first newspeper founded in the city cft:r the dis-
continusnce of Jemes G, Idward's Petriot was the Fort Ma2di-
son Courier, & wzeklr started by R. Wilseon Albright July &4,
1841. After sevaral chenges of ownersiiip, the P““rr became
the Iowa Statesman in 1847, and somewhst later, the Plain
Desler. ‘
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Cherlzs L. Morehouse issued thz first number of the
F'ort lMeGison Democrat July 4, 1869. A year later he was
vbought out by W. P, Staub ho, in tu“q, sold to DIr. Nelson
C. Roberts and Henry L. Schroeder in - Janusry, 1874. After
1887 the Denocvau,.lnuorQO“”ted by the Deniocrat Fublishing
Company, %S published as an afternoon dsily, except Sundays.
The weekly edition was continued until 1903. 7. J. 7cGiffin
and his associﬂta° purchased the company in 131
thst +time issued The Evening Democrst =g an 1independent
peEper.

Straight-lasced New Englenders were amcng the lezders of
Fort Hddloon'a ploneer "wtt¢cr=, and almost froma the begin-
ning moral sand religicus sctivitizs prsveiled. The town
officisls "out-blued" any New “nglaad Biue Laws 1n stern
morasl “;SUrlct¢ons, a polnt of view thzt se=wmed strengeliy

out of place in the usual loose living stmosphere of a 1is
sissippl River town. The village lawmeksrs of Fort Medison,
in the late 1830 s mnd aarly 1840's, s3t thoir se2l to a
nost of "must-nots." Thoy mede it illzgal to "play at any
game of ball®™ or "dng gzme of gquolits™, to "pitch dollsrs or
any othsr coin,™ to Ydischzrge any firsares or nistols™,
"run = fool race on @ wager?, or to "keep copon or zdmit any
persern into any shop, groccry or store for ths purposs  of
trade within the limits of this corporation on the Sabbath
day." The gsme of ninepins was prohibited as "productive
of gres waste of time', because it led to "habits of idle-
ness and iisULDﬁtlon" #nd wes "attended with zrest noise and

On April 27, 1837, =t the uome of James G. Edwsrds
hethoalst circuit rider, Darniel G. Cartwricht organize
clety with neerly

The Methodist Church was introduced inte ILes County
during ths winter of 1837-38 by the circult ridsr Daniel G.
Cartwright who covered the Fort Msdison region, nevsasr migs-
ing an appointesd meeting. The first Methodist Church Dbullt
in YTert Madison was erected in 1841 on the Semuel Atlee
rropsrty, during the psstorzte of the Reverend F. C. Rey-
nolis-.

The Fresbyterien Church Wus organlﬂzq at TFort Mzdison

larch 26, 1838, when 17 opsrsons met with & committee from

%cnuy]nr County, Illinois), Pt sbytery, 1n sn upper room of
an unfinished building on the river f*ont.

The first Baptist Church of Fort Msdison was organized
in the home of Charles Brewster December 23, 1838, with £1
memburs. Judgs Joserph M. Beck, prominent Jurlat wa among
the sponscrs.
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The Epiecopalian Church has hszd zervises st Fort Medi-
son since 1847, when the Reverernd William Lzasch began a
three~year mlnlbtretlon in the A”edew" Build ny, but intar-
est in the denominztion hed teen manifastar s 7
lier. Mrs. Rachel Wilson Albright, “rand ‘guto} . Lhe
famous Betsy Koss, presented the church in her ninsty-zecond
vesr with 5 small silk copy of the Tirst Americaen fiﬂ&, her
ovmn handiworl, -

The Germzn Protestants of Fort Medison bended feogether
end established St. John's FIvangeliesl Imtrkeran Church on
February &, 1643, The Reveorend /fngels held muetinzs in &
room at 539 £&nd Strest, which wss furnishad, 1ire a1
pionzer r, with rouzh bozrd Dbdinches znd z

vlocss of worship
plain table serving as sltir and pulpit.

The first Roman Cstholic ssrvicss in Feort Msdison =2ro
believed to bava been conducted in a log catin in Ly 1330
by Fether August Brickwsede of Juincy, Illinoig, who alzc
visited ast PDLDt and Sugar Creek. Lee CTounty's first res-
ident priest was tlhe Heverend John G. Allemsn, an  Alsatian
sent out from the Dominicaen Monastery at Somerszet, Chio.
Father Alleman, who snoke four lansuages, cetsd =35 2 mis-
gsionzry to the Winnebego Tudians and slso taeame Iriendly
with some of the Sac and Iox, end with CLisf keokwuk. On
nig sgrrival =t Fort ¥edison 1n the summer of 1840 e said
the mass in hiz private howe. In the eautwwn hs begsn con-
struction of a church 16 by 18 f=et in size of the first
brick fasnioned in Fort Mzdl Ssrvinz the duesl rols of
church and school, tus bullidin: stood on s spot dirazctly be-
hind the site of the prasent St. Josexi's Church where in
late“ vears an exact duplirsts of ths pilonser ztruciure Wwas

rected.

While Fether Allena sihapherded his rporish, he found
time 4o intrcduce sn intsrest in  hortioulrure. Neny vine-
vards in the Jdistrict cazre from the nursary he grew  besia
thie church., A trumpst v1n which he planted Dblcossomed and
thrived uninturruptpd through & century, =nl in 1840 was

gtill zdmired for iis steron-shaped

heavy bTOOﬂ. In an ©
grape arbor near his chur 2, uae good Fethor ro
labors and recelvza hi u“.*bn “nera. One dmy hie nung there
g bell presented to H-u by Capt. Plinv aAlvord, msster of the
steambost Qsprey, who hsd taken it from its mnant'na on the
craft iormerly ovmed by  Joseph Swuith, the lMormon prophet.
Tts mellow ton=3 callsd Cztholle Fort L,d15011 ns to church
and school, warnsd thom of Ffirss, veddinrs  and
tolled &t funerzls until 1885, vhen » oremoved for use
s & school bell. hen it wes installed in the towar of the

.$

¢

I ~1 Tl

ated Trom his
3

r's

)

newly srectsd St. lary's Church {1871). In 157& it was
loaned to a parish in Hemburg, Fremont Count where it

served for 40 vasrs. In 1914 it wee shipped bsck to TFort
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Medison snd was hung in the +tallest spirs in the city, 3t.
Josenh's, and matched with two other bells that could herino-
nize vwith it.

During 1897, Daniel Tripp, S. Tripp, Frank “Weld, an
John K. Evans held meetings in Fort Medisorn which crouqe
much interest in the Reorgenized Church of Jesus Christ o
the Latter Day Saints. Ten persons wio were baptized joined
the Montrose brench of the denomination. Ls u@;, as their

Growth warrantsd, they conducted their own services in TFort
Mzdison. A pe r"%nc 1t house of worship was dedicated ir June
1212 4o =erve a menb s >rship enrollment of anproximetely 135.

The Fort Mzdison Christian Scisnce ores pla%tlon dat“s
Trom 1903, vLen 21 menbsrs began to mest in  wvarious home
Tiie group sxpsndzd stoedily, ana in 1924 when thu mvbhOdlo
Bpiscopalians built =2 n ew church, their former building was
gcquired by the Christian chvnu;sta.

Othier active religious orgenizations in TFort Madison
were the Seventh Day Adventists, Church of CGod, Pe ntecostals,

]
oy
1

and three INegro churches: the Bethsl Methodist Episcopal,
thie Tew Hope Ilethodist Episcopal, and the Second Baptist.
The dsttsr groud was the oldest. It was formed in Octobsr
1873
. L

Port Medison's school svstem Dbegzn without even e
building. In the =arly 1830's a Quakersss, Miss Jennines,
ig s&id tu heve taught s numer of punils. She was soon
followed by a NMr. Rethburn, who was h:lf white, a fourth
Negro esnd a fourth Indien.

The next instructor vias z llentucky lawyer, Aldred Riclhi.
Suffering from an unhapry love affair, he =ouggu solace "out
west™ in Iowa. He immediately hunz up his profﬁssional
shingle, but Fort Mzdison furnished very iittle 1legal bus
nesg in 1836 and 1837. He menaged to earn a meager ll"rnp
by gatherng a dozen chil ren togethsr anl teaching them the
"Three R's." Rich's career 2s an aducator was cut shory
when s good law case turned up, end in 1839 he took hig
talents to the legislsture

During 1838 two "educsted and capable™ sisters from.
Boston, a Mrs, Willisms and 1fiss Fanny Pornd, haed fixed up
their front parlor ¢nd were carrving on in Fort Madison
where lawyer Rich hed left off. Somswhet more pretertious
vias the curriculum offered by Mrs. L. T. Clerk st her newly
ope;ea Fort Madison Female Acadeny conducted in the resi-
ued e of Jemes G. Edwards, cditor of the Fort Madison Pat-

iot. Or*honrﬂvly wag the first great principle of frontisr
te;ohlhu, and  Webster's elementsry spelling book was the
bulwerk of educationsal advsnce.
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The TIndependent School District was esstsblishied in Fort
Madison in 1850. In general, such J0uools s were taught
during the next few decades were held, not in "little red
schoolhouses™ but in the verious churches. As late zas 1880
Fort Medison had but one schdol buillding, of four rooms.
Grandmother Brown's Hundred Yezrs offers the following:
"The children met for school in the bisement of the Bartist
and Methodist churches. But not lonz sfter we came a build-
ing was erected on Fifth Street, and Nelson Johnson, tie
superintendent, graded the pupils. TUp to thst time, mothars
would brinﬁ their children =nd say they wented them put in
Viss So-snd-So's room. One teacher taught 211 classes from
the FLrSt Recder to the Philosophy lass.™

Nelson Johnson in the mid-1870's founded the TFort Mad-
ison Business College which prospersd through the years and
in 1942 was giving comnerb*d¢ sducet on to I many voung people
of the vicinity.

The parochial school system &t TFort Medison dates from
the day in 1840 when Fathser J. G. Alleman first received
pupile in his home. The supervision of varicus comaunities
of nuns was 1naugurzted in 1859, The first of these were
the Sisters of ”otre Dame, followed by the Dominican Sisters
in 1874, The Sisters of Huumility took chsrge from 1885 to
1942 of three perochial =chools 2nd the Centrsl Catholic
High School.

Any history of the schools in Fort Madison would be in-
complete without mention of the well known educator MNrs.
Rebecca Pollsrd (1831-1917), who often visited in the city
end spent the last ten yesrz of her life there, at the home
of lier son, J. A. S. Pollexd. Mrs. Pollard's Synthetic
fethod of eadlnu end Spelling wes introduced locally in the
1880's. It qdlckly cau~ht the attention of educational
circles and was adopted ©in many schools throughout the
Nztion, Rebecca I arrlnguol Smith had taught nesr Danville,
Kentucky, before coming to Iowa where, in 1858, she married
0liver I. Taylor. Taylor purchased a newspaper, The Argus,
2t Burlington, After his death his widow resumed tedch1pb
at ler Tormer home in TFarmington, snd later msrried Jomes
Tollerd, who in 1871, was naned Superlnteddent o¢ Schools
of Lee County. Xrs. Pollard taught several priva schools
in #nd necr TFort Madison; =znd under the pseudonym of Xate
darrington published pontry ond fiction., Merk Twein once

521d thet he remembered setting up some of her poems while
working as a printer for his brother Orion Clemens in
Keokuk,

While Towa was still a territory end befors the advent

of railrozds, steambost traffic on the 1MMissis 31pbd vas the
principal msans of transportation into and out of Fort
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Madison. Steamboating grew into a proud =nd glsrorous in-
dustry &1t4 mushroom repidi t¥, but the Des leoines Ranids =%
Heokuk sesriously retarded Fort M=zdison's pert in it.

Agitetion towserd voting zid to reilronds wosulted in =
lively issue in 1853. By 1879 +treins were moTing ovor T

llnes connccting Fort Mcdison with points to the no:th and
wast. The Sznta Fe Rsilroazd and wagon bridge across the
Missigsipnl, completed in 1887, made Fort ¥rdison Sﬂ.Bmiﬁu t
Dessenger and fre wght division west of the Vississippi sazd
brouL b uuout an incresse in populetion a= vell 23 s zreet
advance in commercizl end industriel =zctivity.

provided

o eastern border town of ITowa hecsie bet
with Lrﬂuovort tion eand shipping facilitiez than
ison. It developed into the division voint on the main line
of the Atchison, Topska, and Santa Fe, vhich gove it dirsct
connection with Chlﬂapo and all points north and esgt of the
city.

»1(_‘_

Fort M=d-

* Industry within the limits of TFor M'f*"on bessn with
tlhie erection of 3 horse miil by Gen., John II. Knepr for tie
grinding »f corn &nd buckwhest in the swzwer of 1834, The

mill wes a primitive effzir =nd wss ths orly mill f any
kind in the county until the year of 1845, vhen e neweoner,
EJ’:

wellteor Hawxhurst, erscted the first stesar louring mill.

+: -
|J

Not until 1851 w
local industrial rot*v1
MeConn snd Parmer Millir
mill on tha site of the

there =2ny further develomument in
28, L zar 2 firm nzmed the
Corpany  2rocted = fine flouring
i) -

T

The great lumber business, st
Atl=e Couhdny, had its be ing
to be one of the most e}tﬂn"Lve el :
along the Mississipni River 2nd  vos
gawmills in cperation outside of the

The American Fork :=nd Pov Company ovad 1ts start to o
concirn knovn as Winterbothzam and Jones, who began vakinb
eteel and wood products wwtn convict lavor in 1854, Taco
prison labor contracts were sbandonsd in 19062 and a modern
firenroof factnry was bullt outside the walls of the »rison.
This developed until 1t becisme the estsblishment natlcna‘_
knovn for its "True Tempar” quality products.

The mercantile gide ¢f Fort Madiscn vEs ¢uruvjy the |
outgrowth =nd developrent of infsnt industrics which oprﬁpg
into being efter ths coming of the railrosds. One of the
newer, most widely known, snd lsrgest in TFort lzdison, tle
W. A. Sheaffar Pen Coupany, stsrted in s Dback room of the
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Sheaffer Jewelery Store in 1912. Aftsr careful ycars of =x-
permentation Sheaffer placed a pen @nd peuncil on the msrksat
that revolutionized the industry. The high quslity of
Shieaffer workmanship snd service mede the W. A. Sheaflsr Fen
Company the largest pen end pencil plant in the world, which
vrosition it retasined in 1942.

Lew vionlztors sre cften thz first tc =2nter any new ter-
ritorv, and in this respect Iows preved no excenticn. As &
consequence, the Firot Territorial Legislature (1839) took
action to provide for a place of ccnfinement for criminels.
Fort Madison was chosen =s the desired zite, largely becsuse
of its natural advantagns. The peopls of Fort Madison pre-
szntzd a "suitaeble snot" 2f ten zeres within a2 mile of the
public scuare, 23 rejguired b“ lay, in the =s3t ¢nd of to"z
2né’ about 40C yards from tieo river, on e low ridse e2xtandin
to the base of the "']ff. E'xcelle T building moterisl *ffﬂ"

availsble and ths water sun»ly sbundant.

Arios Lzdd of Burlington, who had baen zppoinizd to
suprerintend the construction June 5, 183%, Irm.eodistely besgan
the srsction of a two-story stons dwelling <o bs used by tha
werden. Plans were drawn for 2 cel1ll houss with 1338 indivi-
dual cells. The 1labor of guarrying, cutbing, «rd lsving

ston= was to bs dons b the yrisonsrs. =i Movemhar 1, 18Z3,

t;w basemsnt story of ths wzrden's houss nd thsz susrd room
had been bullt, the Toundation for &0 cells was begun znd
350 38t of ctone w23 cut for ths cells.

Ed&win Guthrie, who wes sppointsd werden in C”l, sub-
stituted solitery confinencrt for »hvsical runishmont and
csuscd re,llglous szrvicss oo be nold ev-ara othzr Sundiv. I
mnplo*r d“soma of the prison-rs in tie makirg end repeiring
of shoses end germents, znd in thoe prapzra cicn of food. 1o
21lso ¢stedblished & coopsr shiop, products of which ward sold

pli
to the outside public. By the spring of 1843, Le nhod com-
pleted the slls of the large main builiing ancé a=d these
roofed over. By the end of the yesr, his vprogrem  of build-
ing end employing the convliects hed the approvel of the gov-
arror &nd the sanction of the assembly.

In 1846 violent methodis of punishment were entiresly
abandoned. Seturdsy afterncons were devoted to weshing and
reeding. Rach inmate wss provided with 2 dlble' Sunday  vas
set =side for Bible study and religious service A librery
vgs esteblished snd maintain:d by = 25 cent chargge to visit-

orsS .

Menufacturing was sterted it the peniventlary in 1845,
when tlie lagislature let & five-vaer eontract te . Coldck,
in +tine form of a lease on tli: prison.

2]
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The contract system of labor w:
Madison in 1853. Under this plan, priso
be worked by private enterprise in shoms within prison prop-
erty. The contractor zctually fed, o thﬁd, znd disciplinad
the convict, in addition to 1= ﬂuWAtln, his 1vbor snd s=lling
his product. Prisonsrs et Fort lladison manuiesture: , 8ronpg
other things, wagons, bugsies, harnsss, saddles, m.chanical
snd agri culturdl 1mpl°“ﬂnts. '

insuguratzd st Fort
*n@rs wire  lezsed to

Education of the prison rs was undertalen in 1839. The
vesrs gince 1889 were devetad to remodeling snd constructing
builds ngs and providing batter working snd living conditions
Tor the prisoners.

While manufacturcers contrsctsd for prison lszbor, thare
Was on31de able exploitetion of the convicts up until 1915.
Thie issue was blitterly contested for yezrs, resciing its
climax sbout 1910. The lsgislature =2bolisnhed the svsten
&fter an investigeting committee had reported tust it ves an
"unjustifiable form of slavery", end oprovided instszd for
the esteblishment of prison 1ndusurv under thrze clessgas:

L. Manufacturing plants to replzce prison lsbaor con-
tracts, and equipped for doing &  ocongiarcisl businsss. The
chair and furniture nlant vis 2ateblished bv the Besrd of

Control under tiis gzroup.

2. Dcpartqcptu not @qulryaa for commercisl business,
tlie produce to be uszzd by ths 1nmetssz, Ths shoe industry,
tailor shop, brush snd b;wqr fasctory, #nd the knitting mills
belong to this eclzgsification.

5. Institution farms, th: produce goins to The pris-
onts gupport.

The three systems of emploving rprison:rs
State account, piece~pricz contrzct for output,
nient for state institution use.

Extensive recraational and socisl opprortunivizz ware
graduslly introfuced. Priscrnsrs with good behavi?r rzcor@s
became elltlbl“ for yard privilegas, npmb* rship 1n‘4thl”t10
teams, and ert¢ClpﬂtJun in o¢¢ebal¢, ollsy vall, 1wntb"l
tennis, wrestling =nd oth:r forms of sport. Thiey ey
mitted the uge of the y"“ in the evenings and for v
contests stapsd with outside tisms. Athlstic contests
frequently open to the nub Ltie. The prison estobliished
own band and orchsstra, slso s monthly n.awspever,
Presidio.

[

Begun in 1639, ths Iowe St
ok

te Ponitantisry arsw up ovelr
& Liong period of ysers. It stand

‘s on s narrow ridrTe onding



Fort Madison

at the base of a high ¢liff in the northsi st »part of Fort
Msdison. A range of bluffs forms the brcekaround in the
shape of a horseshoe. The building was constructed of brown
buff sandstone blocks, the wells and cell bloclis rising 20
feet from the foot of the rost northerly bluff. Official
residences and administration buildings line ths south wall.
Travelers on highway, railroad, 2nd river can alwavs sce the
Stete's great prison etched boldly against the sky.

(€]
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AGATIN TIE RIVER

Green Bay 1s a long narrow bavou in the southsrn part
of Green Bay Township. It sitends for ebout four milss and
is the remnant of an old river bed, lving along the Missis-
sippi Rlver, into which it{ emptied. Its name arose from the
gbundance of green algae 2nd various pisnts growing in its
water. The lands surrounding the bayou wers called Green
Bay Bottoms.

The lznd bordering the river was low znd mnmsrshy and
perts of the interior vere alvays tco s:*dy for hesvy culti-
vation, The early settlers of this region of the low lands

or "bottoms"™ were subj- ct to attacks of chills sand malasria
» - LJ - =

fever., With the dreining of the swamps, homever, this hend-

19@; was removed, apd gradually settlers, I the f?r:

tility of the =2l1lluvial denosits from ler water steges vwhich

nod through the sges made these bottom “nna tlp n"rdon spot
of Towa, began buying ur large tracts. Private levees were
thrown up to protect much 5f this lznd from inuxd” ion dur-
ing the Ireshet seazson, end this region becare he graatsst
ferm producing section in ZLee County, if not in ths Stste.
luch of the bottoms was placed under cultivetion, and
through & judicious svstem of irrigaetion fine fielids of corn
and mn@dt, with large melon filelds on tie more ssndy lcoam,
mede of thils huse bssin & verdant gerden.

cl‘ ] )J
[©

In the vesr 1901 the United Stetes Government arsnited
the Missigsipri River Power Comnzny & franchise to bulld a
povier dam at the foot of tiie Das lieins=s Repids &t Ieokul:,.
with the ©provision thet the company indemmify the land
owners for any damages - resulting from backed up watars
caused by the dam.

To meet this reguirement, the pover compsny at the cost
of more than a nillion doll rs purchzsed 21l lands which its
engineer found subject to overflow and backwater. With the
coming of the dem in 1913 the weter level rose snd the low
lands were flooded, while Green Bay propsr became zn arm of
the main shtream,

IS
9]

Then the district became interested in reclaiming the
flooded land. sacting through tlie boerd of supsrvisors, it
organized itself =s & Levee &nd Drainsge District writh thet
purpose in view. With ths estsblishment of this distriet,
the power compsny resold nost of the farm lends it had
acjuired, with lisbility for dsmage resulting from flood or
backwater

80}
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Again the River

Levees were thrown around this rich trszet extendi
ﬁrom the higlilends alorg Skun% River on the north to it
Junction with the MlSSlSSlﬂPl River, cnd elong the Iissis-
sippi River beyond the lowsr roint OL Green Bay to whet is
commonliy knovn 2s Lost Creek, from which the levee wes ex-
tended northerly to the Altn@r lznds on the west of the
basin. The lower lznds, or Bottom & trzct sgbout 1 miles
in length end from four to emﬁht miles in width, becamnme
known as the Fumping District, becsuse lsres pumps were in-
stelled to take off tiie surf@2ce vater ond all éeemage and
othsr surplus water that had flooded in. S

The cost of building the levees, instelilins ths pumps
and, di-ging drainags cansls 2150 ountad to more than £80C,000,
the Dbonds to be retirsd from assessments mede sagainst the
lands within the district. s pumps w=are put into opera-
tion with nover supplisd bv ths Il@S"ﬂSlﬁsw River Poer Cormi-
rany, and the water vas drained from ths i;ourwct rastoring

&—3

it to its former state for cultivstion. Ths f°rm rs sgree
te pav & maintensnce tax in =z4d4ition To the other assassment
to keer the pumms in operation for aigh vieter =nd the con-

stent seeprpie.

They v ars unable to pay this tsx, however, becsuse of
the failure of crops during ssveral hed yesrs. Lfccordingly,
in 1931 the pumps wers shut down and the vower company dis-
connected thelr iinss., As 2 result, the wster rising over
and through the levsss submerged ths grester part of the low
lasnds, =nd st times re:=ch»d wall within the sres outside the
pumping district, the tract normelly so inundsted consisting
of approxinetely 8,800 scrus.

In addition to this Luss <%ract, ersss in the
guffered inundation by the Skunk ?1*ﬂr vhich eesi
flowed its low barks. Thls stream, rising in taes hig

of Lse County, flowed into the Graen Bay district nes
point formerly known =s Jollyvilie, =here 1ts tTrue
disappe2rs. Down the course of this river in rainy se

the swollen waters from the upiznds plunssd hesvily
valley to relesse themselves ,;r s largn arss of
tural land outside the leviss. Altogether, this
inundation included sdbout 15,00C acras,.

Thaet those flooded botbtomsg with constontly s
belng periodically subrerged should sfford & ara
=nd brseding ground znd birds goce without ving
This l@rge body of water, including t“v gresag . surrounding
Skunk Rivsyr znd Lost Crseh, bocems & widely known risort and
resting plsce for migrstory birds, snd conseaucntly on:‘cf
tne Tevorite hunting plsces o LoVia. le,W1 se, With the in-
creass in the depth of the wetsr with the l;vees t§§ sup-
ply of gene fish of many spscics vast Ay increascd, vhile the
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Again the River

number of fish thst made their wey back of the lsvses toO
find spawning grounds in the marshy sloushs anAd swamps has
grown yeerly, until Green Bay Bottoms hes become the para-
dise of anglers from all over the country.

To 7reach thesz happy hunting grounds, however, the
sportsmean found himself confrontzd with peculiar difficul-
ties. Ths five public roads branching off from U. S. High-
ey No. 61 between Fort Madison and Wever and lezding di-
»ectly to the Bottoms made the sres readily =ccessible in
dry s=2usons. But with these roeds submsrged in time of
Tlood, the only =&ccass to the region vas by water. Motor
boats, of oou*mm,, mzde their way intc the RBay distriet
trhrough the Dback waters of the Mississippi. Small boats
were put in et the highway where the inundeted srea begins.

At this ’“Jll’lt the questicn of trespassing cntered, with
the l,ﬂdovn‘rs forbidding the vussage of boets over thelr
Prop=rty. Sevsral hunting ard fishing clubs obtainzd leases
tce spzeified restricted =roass within the Treoen Bewv district.
But meany squstters s*\oztsmen, and  uniicensed - parsons
entzred without hurmlw_or the ersas of privetelyr owned
propsrty to establish thomsslvas  ssch veer with linds,
camps, cnd hidsouts to snjoy ths sver zrovinz hunting snd
Tishing *:Nou ‘czs  in the flooded arss oubtside the Stsete
vrsgasrve O Grien Bav “T'on;* wialeh vsmras ago ned
fully pre; red and stocked =ith Tish by ths S
Stete fishary.

n 1942 <thie pronsrt,; ovness ware ahil hiopeful that
Their lends mizht be reclalined - : for egri-
cultural surposes, and the | To mer-
suzde the TFesderal Governriz=n

of  Agri

culture to sid in firl"n(":ng such 2 Tprog-':ct. T the same
tims ¢ le2rse army of srorbsmsn bascarme ejuslly aciive in
treir efforts to induce tas uovurm":m:nt to acauire tﬂ"“l“; to
all the inundated srzss ond et thewm aside as gam: fish

stocking ground, and a wild bird snd game ;anctuarv The
matter recelvsd nueh considsration frowm the olog“ﬂ 1 Sur-

vey of the Departrent of Asriculture, but such s vlwn would
e acceptable to the ovnsrs only on the basis of an adccuate
CQSH ssttismont for thelir provorty.

Thus this tract of la: rorhkeps the richast agricul-
tural srsa in the Stete, snd gt the sgsams  time  the bast
stocksd qduarry of fish =nid geams, remained for vsars with i
vest potentialitics unreslizaed. A zarden spot 1sid wesh
Green Bay Bottoms nsersd the middle of the twentleth century
as a sportsman's peradisse whoss gstes =re  locked easinst

invaszion.
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Again the River

In 1939 William Lodwich of Chicagzo, otmar of scme 3,000
“Cres of the Bottom lenés, ronswsod tie »urmpinz, and bv the
Summar of 1941 had sowed some £80 =cres to g~ besns and
buckwheat., I the attempt at reclsmation were to succeed it
would probably solve the que:tlon 28 to whether agr
or sport is to claim this resion.

(_“J

Agitation for s railroad and vehicle bridee scerasa the
Mississippi at Xeokuk had been s vitel issue ameong e
citizens of Keokuk since bafore the Civil Wer. It was not
until Decembzr 6, 1858, kowaver, that the contrsct wes leb
to ths Key one Bridse Compeny of P1+tﬂbur0u at nid ©

QBJO 000. York on thas brid.s was
was uon81i°rﬂblv delavesd *y wi
centinued turcughout 1870 and into 1871.

On Merch 24, 1871, & suort time Dbefore the bridre was
complseted, it was struck by = log raft witich carrisd away
the trest*J‘ork uncer on: of the centrsl spens. Again, on
April 8, it was hit by & secend raft, which siruck th: third
ni=r from the Keokuk side, but no damazrs 1%s done.

The last span c¢f the naov bridye wes complsted :nd in
plzce on March £4, 1871, tue instsllstion of mechinsry on
the draw- spen zlone e****ing ts be danz,

Cn March 29, vith & ble c¢elsbrs
the river and on the Dbriize 1wself,
ling of locomotives st ths Deg loines
and the local fsrrybo=t, ths 4raw srTs A
g*ated position. The reilrosd floor = t
be laid before =2 train croszsing could T,
and the date for this event wes set by nany or
April 10.

The first rail crussing was mede Apr

i1 11, 1871
eculpm-nt used wis the loconwwobtive "Iowa" aud two coschesd,
the property of the Dss Moines Valley Rellrosd Jeke Coltoer
was  the enginszer. Durinsg the crossing the 3atent vivot
center on thu draw sran brolie :nt three niscas fran tie
welght of th locomotive. The damsge wes not acrious, but
the 3van was rﬂn%vr~d useless wntil =2 nw cpstd rr could be
mede and installed., Three day iats on Aprll tho now

3 ™
0 Al T,
pivot center haxd been completaed and the repeir mude. A lo-
comotive crozsed from Keokul: to Harilton to test the new in-
stallatlon, =nd returnsd with = string of =mpty stock cers

‘|—‘("'(

%

The bridge was now comrleted with the excention of &
footp t”s e five fest wide to be built on the outside of the
supersim wture.

86



Ag&ain the River

At the tims of its complstion thz bridse he=d th: long-
28t draw span on the Mississippi Rivar, SO on the s“uQ;D
and 376g feet from center to centusr of pl s. Theres were 13
piesrs in  all, including the nlvot pier, with an  svorasgs
helght of 35 feet. Ths picsrs extended tan feet cbove tnc
high water mark of the 1851 flﬂou and vere built orn badrock
&t @ minimum depth of 5C feet below the base »f the reils.
the superstructure wes 2,198 feet in lensth =nd 20 feet wide
in the cl=ar.

»

G

+

-

t

Tre moet drsmatic incidsnt ever to be connectad with

the Keolruk-hHemilton bridgs occurred November 4, 1851. Dusk
iad closed in heevily th3t &afternoon in a grea+ stor  of
wind end rain, and the steamsr Wer Bagle wes feelinz ler wes

down the river. She was ught By & cross current =nd
dashsd against the bridge. One side paddle wheel ond the

. Benning wss toszasé from
& poset by the impact znd lost Lils life in the wutser.

wheel houjc were torn sway ené C.

-~ x_

The tvesrrific crzsh occurred et zbout seven ctcelock and
c¢rwated 8 panic smeonz the pessengers abozrd. The clenging
fire bells s8nd 1the hozrse bel lowin? T the War 3=gl:'s
whistle wore mingled with the shrill vwhistles of ot h>r boats
meored &t the wharf, Hslf of Keokulk rushsd to the riverbank
to mill sround in ths wild oxecitement of the sceidant. For
a Tew egonizing moaznts ths EEL__ﬁTl wung upon the pier,
then she mansgad teo flost Iree znd work hiar vay to shore.

In Septembsr 1282 g mpany owning the  Yer
Tagle brou"ht suit for , ¢ g the bridge company,
but feilsd to collact. | & g repsired, sailsd
the =river for seversl burned =t tis  3t.

Louis levze,

Tlie bridge served f
bear the welght of rTailwro:
becarme during the lasgst hslf
thie hezvier type of railrca

OI‘
‘;

Shortly before the graat il ~
bridge came to be congidered unse e. tuen  th=st th
Inter-City Railroad Company w'ws organized Novenber 25, 121F°
to secure the causeway of the noew novier dam foo brl‘vo uie.

The Tigat for permission to use the dam for thst »ur-
ross  went to Conyress, whicn z=sve its approval of  <the
rroject. Cppogition came from the owners of the I'soliuk-
Mamilton bridge. Andrew O wie, who owned vnntrov41p“ in-
terest in ths existing vridse, used hisz influence to fieLt

the issus, but after inspsction of the Dbridge, = conires-
sionsl comnmittee ordersd the construction of 2 nsw one. The
0ld bridge was remodelsed 1into a modern, double-deck high

(e9]
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bridge by the Strobel Steel Construction Comxﬁnj, on the de-
siegn of Ralph Modjeski of Chicamgo, 2 son of Madaw Modjeska,
trie 2reat opera singsr.

Tlie work Ybegan in April, 1915, The totael cos

svi structure was about £400,000. New spprosches he

1214 to engsge the opropossd upper deck, which m

length of the whole structure, inoludinD thie arpp
3,900 Ffeet.

t of the
d to Dbe
sde the
roaches,

Thie 01d draw span wes opencd for the lzst time in De-
cember 1915, and the work of dismentling got under way. The
new suvan wes complsted and opened for the first time on
Saturdsy, Mesrch 25, 1918,

Yiork continued during tihe swarer of 1916, and the upper
deck wag opened for padestrian snd auto traffic Auzust 17,
1916. The new structure was officiaily dedicatad on Setur-
day, August 19, the ceremonizs taking lﬂce on the upper
deck where a large cCcrow from both sides of ths river
sathered to celsbrste the gela day of th is rﬁv opening.

The lower deck wous not ocompleted before the official
dedicstion. About a month wes required to lsy the rsilroad
floor and trsck and ﬁn tall electricel machinsry for the

draw span.
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TPE XEOLUK DAN

The completion in 1913 of the grsat dam =t Keokuk was

the culminstion of nserly a hundred vesrs of drezms. The

willd, unbroken, and all but unmansgeable Wississippi hed at

lUNt been harnessed. From 1838 te 1912 watsr pover from the

great river hsd been dreamsd of and discusssd, but never had
it been develorsad.

The actusl romance of Lhe river begen when Lt. -Robert
ze, assigned to enginecering duty in the Mississippi
3V, stood on the brink of the river sbove ths village of
kuk and dreamcd of a futnre thst would see the develop-

L
1

T1<1M
i M e

q
A
=0

me nt of the natural resourcss of the ehtlre Middlie Wast
throusgh the hugs volume of vatsr., As a actical enginssr,
however, the voung officer realizsd tnat the time hed not
arrived for the utilizaticor of this power. Not until en-
gineering scisnce applied to hydraulics had increased the
efficiency of the turbins, snd slsctrical scisnce applied
to the dynamo snd insulsa vuru ked developsd the power of the
generator and advanced the rediu of trsnsmission of elsc-~

tric current could tais dre become reality.

Borly trizls were made, however. Fromoters anpesrad,
raised hores, and dissappecred. .ebulon Perker, ﬂ“rdtlc
generous, inventive seniuz, deserted his ferm zand vo+ed
the mnroceeds to his sffocrts to dam the ﬂlssicsiphi. In 1836
& party of esstern capitalists Joined locel men in a hope-
less undﬁvtgklng to harnssz the river. Tﬂcn camz Gatss with
his historic wing dam snd ficur mill on vaggoner's Foint on
the Illinois side, Just above the present ezsterr sbutmsent
of the grent dam.

In 1835, Keokuk itezly began to take an intorest in the
job. TFormarly Xeokuk reoplie hed bsen ssneibly pessimistic
so foar ss investuent of capital wass concerned. Two Feokuk
men 1n 1871 personelly took upoﬂ themsclvas he experss of
surverving the river directly across from Kecokuk, but their
undertaking brought no tanzibls rosults. All these droums,
howsver, had bsen baszad on ths ides thet tius transmission of

s issio
Powsy Coulu be secured only tarough hugs wﬂaft**é. Flectri-
cel power through tlie tremendous, untamesd T[low ol wate
itgeif had not been imsgined,

In 1893 the first hydro-slectric plent was suggested.
Immedietely the ides took shape =nd intesrest flamed into a
general senthusiasm, although the engineers of thet day had
nothing more in mind then a wing dam. Zlectric motors and
Lhigh tension transmission lines were yet in their infancy.
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The Xeokuk Dam

In 1896 prominent citizens of HXsokuk 2nd of Hamilton,
Tilinois organized a corporation -- the Keokuk snd ileamilton
Water Company -- to obtain the rights needed, to promote the
project and to secure the engineer z2nd funds to exXecute the
enterprise. The city councils of ¥eokuk aznd Hsemilton eppro-
priated public money, by unenimous consent of the citizens,
to this promoting corporation. The 1legislsturss of Iows,
Tllinois, «nd Micsouri helpned. Ccnsress orderzd a thorough
investigation to safeguard the rights of the pubiic.

The engineer found to handle the work and raicss the
roney wes Hugh Lincoln Cooper, pioneer hydraulic-zlectric
enginser who later designsd end supervised ths constructicn
of the Wilson dam at Muscle Shosls snd the Dnisperstroy dam
and powar ststion in Russia,

Probably no person living in 1942 with ths exception of
the builder of the dam, knsw all the details of thest hesart-
brezaking ¢eerch for money. Zvery dollzr of Cooner's ovn
noney vias spent in the gquest. His home in Staniord, Connesc-
ticut,wnich he had opurchased for his wife and family, was
mortgagad upon the insistence of Mrs. Cooper, who w=2s he=rt
+nd soul in her husband's projsct.

At l=st success came. When Coorsr finslly found money
to finance the Keokuk dam, it wes mainly from foreign shores.
Englishmen seemed to have the greztest confidence in the
gbility of the Americen engineer. They had seen him drive a
tunnel under the center of Horseshoe Falls at Niagara after
he hed built a number of grzat wetsr power plants in forelgn
countries, among them Brezii, Msxico, and Jemsice. The
total amount of capital showsd thxt 65 per cent ceme Irom
England, France, Canada, and Belegiws, and 35 per cent from
the United States.

M W

Bvents developed rapidly during ths seasons of 1910 snd
1911, Low water in the river msde the building cof tke
cofferdams thet preceded the actual laving of the conerete
in the bed-rock of the river bed comparetively eagy work.
During ths sariy spring of 1912, hovever, came the rial tust
of the river's powsr end for two weeks the battle raged be-
tween the rising water and the construction the workren had
built. Following +this danger, other perils tnreateqed.
Chief among them was the Dbonbardment of huge ice Jams
agains the cofferdams, the 1rise of water, end the iigh
winds thet brought violent wave action, thresatening to un-
dermine and wash out the crevasse in the cofferdams.

In the minds of every person who witncssed i1it, the
breeking of the ice on the afternoon of MNarch 24, 1912, was
to remain & vivid picture. The ice in the river began to



The Keokuvk Dam

kK &t two o'clock. A winter of unusuvel severity and du-
on had given 1t an average tuhiclknass of 30 inches.
b miles of it broke on tl

Eig T s night, 2nd it 211 hzd to
pess throuzghh an opesning of 450 feet Tbetwson ths coffsrdanms
which were reaching out into the river from bhoth tls Iowe

and the Illinois shores.

While hundreds of iverbank snd wvhile

persons lined the r
¥r. Cooper .nd his assistents vztcheld with anxious eyas for
tlie onsning attack, a3 lszrgs floe sbout & gquartsr mils snuare
broke loose and flosted down the rivar, The currsnt carried
i1t  dir=zctly 1o ths openins. The front :dsze  buckisd and
piled up 3 solid well of ise from ths bottom of +the river to
a height of E5 Teet atovs the wctsr, Beaind this c he
antire mass of ice, but thz coff=irdams held, Huge crizss and
biocks, weigbin* tons, each v.ere hurled inte the zir zs if
by a sient hend, The constaint booming as the sovgs formed
soundaed like the thunder of heavy artiilery. Graduslly,
hovevar, ths tremerdous welght of ice =nd wetsr besnind the
mIss crwnbled the gzorge at its opening and soon huse por-
p TR

tions of it were being forced throusu the =sp,
dovn Lie rivcr and mzalk=2 way Ior the rwsb to coms.

besginning of the trouble. TIn Arril ths
nenzcsd by rising weoier. Tor tvo rsells a
on Ayr;l 7, vith the water Bt 13 feet,

i oesrth, tTwo Taet w boct ong tas

jtﬁrr Calns
smbaniment,

S ; o beins inunwated,
up about midnish erTre dArshad over th
tl i

und and in Cooper v r3 prrsonally
directing fhe flflta cn vere nelding the bsnk with
send vy, Fifty reen wers no b Ioush. A czll wos sent Tor
2 hundred more uhd by mornin. tua dangerous stretch of the
cofferaszm was coversd by mound of g=nd begs, Thas river

+

then began to £all. The fight nnd besn won.
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Work of such menmoth »roporticns =s  thit dene  in tae
river necesszarily affected weny wpeodls with  oprorerty s
by. Thers were 1,300 propasrty ovners above ths Jam vihere

wroparty wos alfy ctcd by back w-stsr. Of ail of +thase, only
a hMLE dozen demznds prices for their Isnd thet vare un-

sonabla and urohlultive. Tnn stubborn attitude of thsse
i,w compellasd court sction, &nd *or the Tirst tine in Amnsri-
can hhhturv, 8 nrivate anLpri broutht into nlsy thix  law
of  eminent domain thr uzh contemnstion preczadings.  As 2




The Keokuk Dam

result, a Jury of farmsrs, versaed in the values of Towa land,
returned a verdict in cvery case for the cowpany.

With the backing up of the water, the entire topography
of the Misgsissippili Valley for miles above the dam was
chenged. Hundreds of small isl”ld were inundated. A few
lltt“e villages and settlements were wiped cut forevsr., All
the timber suiteble for firEWOOd and domestic use ws2s do-
natved to whomever wished it. About half of the town areas
of Wontrose, Sandusky, #nd Galland were purchsssd by the
company nd this porticn of all three was submerged. Al
fontrose it was nscessary to move & cemetery. Fort Msdison
vias practiczlly forced to rebulld its sewer svstem. The
CthﬂbO Burlington, and ZFulncy rzcks on the Iowe side of
the river had to be elazvated for 2 distence of 14 miles.

411 obstacles were overcoms and the lest bucket of
cement wes deposited on the lest day of Lay, 1913. The huge
locks, themselves mcnolithic structures of solid concrete
build upon the bedrock of ths river, and lerger than those
of Panamz, were opened for the first time on June 12, with
tie simultaneous pessage of twe of the largest bosts on the
Mississippi. The current sold to the St. Louis Public Util-
ities Company yesrs before by lir. Cooper, when he wes bending

every effort to intsrezt capitsl, vas delivered to that com-
pany on the night of June 30. In the meentime, =z high ten-
sion transmission line hsd bsen erected 144 miles in length,
to carry that current to St. Louis.

For four days starting Auzust 25, 1913, the official
dzdication of the oompl,tad v.orl took place. Governors
Clarke of Iowe, Dunne of Ii L_OIJ, snd Lieutenant Pointar of
Missouri asssisted in this celcoration that merked the event.

The dam proper is of the gravity type; that is, its
shape is such that it withstands all pressure pon it by
virtue of its bulk, without bracing or con51de“at+kh of any
prov1s1ons for +taking cers of stressess and strains. The

dam structure is composed of 119 spons and is nine-tenths of
3 mile in length, extending across the Mississipvl <Tom
Keokuk to the Illinois town of Hamilton. On its top ere two
stendard gauge railroad trscks. The power housd, 177 feet
in height, or about thst of a ten story building, cen hold
on its floor, without crowding, 23 meny per%cns as the en-
tire populstion of the BState of Wyomlﬁg Ernough power is
genersted to illuminate 3 thoroughfare v vith ordinary 60 wiatt
lamps, pleced 100 f=aet avart, irom San Trw“01oco to the most
northdasterly point in Meine. Linesr measurement of <the
concrete work, including dem, power house, ice fendar, lock,
drydock, and sea wall, covers two and one-half miles.
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LAYE KEOEUK

Lake Keokuk, the large body of wster held in checl by
the Keokuk dam, and extending up the Mississip»ni River to
the c¢ity of Burlington, wss originally nemed Lske Cooper, in
nonor of Hugh L. Coopsr, the engineer who designed =nd con-
structed the dem. Soon efter the dam was opensi, howvever,
tie United Ststes war Department vstoed the uss of the nama
"Leke Coopsr® bocause of the established rule not to neme a
govermment undertaeking for a living person. Lake Keokulr was
sugaested instesd, and Leks Feokuk it officially becsne.

The srection of the dam end Govsrmusent locks crsated a
great ool of bﬂcnmatur wiiich wes essentiszl for the estab-
lishment of & sufficinnt hsed of wster to operate the high
povered turbinss =nd to rprovide sdzquets nsvigution depth.
Lake XKeoluk bscked ovar =2n erea of 100 square miles =nd ex-
tandad 6% miles north sbove the »drer dam s Feokuk. 1In
widti the leke inundated from thrpe fdurths of amils +to an
2ipanse of thres miles.

The malkin~ of this

!
w

pocl resuired the condemning of

25,000 =cres of PrOthtIV fzrm lznd and the removel to

other locstions oI steam power plants, factoriss, s

ice uouMJu, dv.22lings, 3pd numsrous other kinds of wrop
1

veral
arty.

/ (D

About bO nmiies of wagen ocads  hu to b constructed on
higher levels. Railroud ul;cks wers moved =nd rebullt. Ap-

PTOXlMutb** 5,000 acreog of timb:

bur 3d to 1mo“ova novigsticn 1in
cenic highvay on the Iows siae was maczdsmized For its

“Ltlip izngth from Ksokuk to Fort IT:dison.

15

d
2
and brush wsre clazared and
the lake. A laks shore
9

Changing the lsvel of ths Mississippi submersz:
nii=ztoric noints in North Lee Countv. Forsmost smong these
wes the huge boulder known as Mschinic's Rock, on waich the
steanbozt Mechanic wes wreoked in 1830. This rock was sit-
uatasd et the hesd  of the s loin~s Rapids, nezr the Iowa
shiore. B3Before the building of the dam 1t stood above the
sursace in times of low weter znd vag one of the landmarks
used by pllots on the Mississinpil. When 1t was covared with
water, bosts could taks the opern chsnnel without danger.

2 gevoarsl

Iemoliuov, the French troder who m=de 2 home in 1820
where D’wdusky wag letsr built, wae buried nesr the bank of
the I'lseissippi. The waters of ILzke Ksokuk coversd  his
grave.,
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Lake Xeokuls

The o0ld canal with its thrse locks, constructed by the
Tnited States Government betveen 1867-1877, to improve nav-
igation through the Des lloines Repids, was likewise sub-
merged. The cost of the canal hzd run into millions, but
with the creation of Lake Keokuk it was buried from visw.

The lske was perheps the gsreatest single improvement
ever mede in the Mississippl, except possibly the jetties at
its mouth. It afforded deep weter navipestion with little
current for 65 miles, permitting steambosts to gain Two
hours time between the Leokuk lznding end up-river pointses
compared with previous conditions. The rising of ILake Keo-
kuk formed the only really deep water in the IZississipni,
deep enough to cerry vascels capsble ol going on through the
Panamsa Canal viithout bresking cergo. The grest difficulty
about river +terminsls on the 1lssissippl wes thst a dock
might be out in deep wuter i ¢nd a hundred foet or
more inlend the following v nade possible the
bullding of terminal Jocks , ¢t one Tized height
above the water, vith grest to loading and unload-
ing eteamboats by povier cranes.

The first end most conapicuous result of the nsvw lake
vias the swakened iInterest in motor boating. Shortly after
the official opening of the lske in 1913, the sixth aAnnusl
regatta of the Mississipri Valley Fower Boat associetlon was
held at ¥eokuk. Permzuent amphitheatre seats were bullt on
the river bluff just below Rend Park, but vell within the
city limits.

Sailing, hitherto discoursgingly difficult anyvwhere on
tiie river because of the swift current, and entirely impos-
aible at Feokuk because of the rapnlds, sprang inte immediate
popularity. Then ceme a boom in cu**an once rursusd at
Burlington wunder difficultiss, but now r*vived there and
algo taken up with enthusiasm at Keokuk znd TFort Madison
Rowboats, canoes, &nd outboard planes and skiffs were sud-
denly everyvwhere. Areas of the river vwhere formerly canoe-
ing vas not to be thought of except Tfor a dovnstrean
journsy were now ag sgasy and pleesant as on any isrge lake.

The recreationsl wcctivitiess continusd :nd incrsased.
On July 4, 1936 Lake eokuk wias the scene of a scullinyg re-
gatta T1th hzlf a hundred sculls entored. The prizss of-
fered on the occasion cowe from the ITeokuk .merican Leglon,
which sponsored the event. - Eutriss in the races vere from
Chicago, St. Louis, end other citice, with over ten thousand
Spectators enjoyving the proaran.

Anoth-r happy develovment following the creatlon of

Lake Keokuk vias the increase in the use of 1ts shore lines.
Boathouses, ice houses, bath houses, and summer cottages
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dotted its many nilss of shore orn both sides - ths loka.
Its curving, ‘_undul'ti*m shore line brought out innunersble
SPots on bluifs and lowlends thst efford besutiful views of

tile majnastic river.

On their flights north znd south ducks end ~cess souzht

out Lale Keokulk for a restful half-wav stoppins »is ce be-
treen the Gulf snd the northern breedin~ srounds. Teleral
Qulle luaws prohibited the shooting of zame birds Trom *etor
creft of any kind, and the Dbirds throve under this rTro-

tection. Good hunting in scason, hovaever, rrevaziled in the

Gil

adjacent sloughs end backvaters, 2nd tbrﬂ creating of  Lake

i d RNIGE 047
ceokuk incrsased the numbe of =such cecations. 3Since the
viaters vere sc deep, 3nd free from the usua4 bolliny curren
Oi tie llississivppi, the 1la%e provided a noerfeect yasr-round
iwome for the lerge mouth block bess 2nd the vell-eved pike,
@s vell o3 a fair home for the small mouth blesk bess. The
overfloled timbsrleands dotted with ree stumps, snegs, snd

2
brush, furnished ideal fsediny grounds for them. Tor ¢
number of years the TFederal Governmoent, Iova znd Iilinois
hove been stocking La2ke Isokulr vith bleel hess. 3Zomz of the
best fishing will be found a3t the mouths of various craeks
emptying intce the lake and into their vsrious reach:zs be-

cause bass nrefer these watars.,

The story of Lee ZTounty vas permested by twe sreat in-
Tfluences -~ the Indian, end the llississippi ZRiver. The
truggle by the whites Tor suprawmecy over the Indians began
viith the srection of old Yort lirdison 2nd continued until
the strife broke out finally in ihe fateful council Dbetveen
Black ilavk usnd Ieokuk, which resulted in the Bleoln Fawk "ar.
I'or nearly a century l nd titles in Lee County viere snerlied
by the ;ebal tanb]es arising fror ovmership in the Helf-
Brced Tre Blaclk IHawk and ileokul, Loe's Tvo ~wrost Indians,
WNTe  COomm emorctbd in wrarious vavs 1n the county. Nlack HHawk
e 1Lhtg, above Fort M~dison, was named fTor ths time Then

-

Bleck Hewk kept wvigll over the activities ﬁ:‘; Lils “ﬂite
enemies; Keokuk the city took the name ol the "prace chisf™
to honor the Indian who made the white man's course hin cwn.
But Indian  influence vas a thing of the pest, *"r‘ilu the
povier of the mighty river remained a Living [orce. Towno
v.ere mede and broken by the grest waterway. Ueckuk vas g
cuateway to prosperity in the 1880's +vhen a thuand steam-
boets a year touched her levees. Then the railroasds thinned
the river treffic to a triclkle &nd the tovms along  that
lli-g;:h.v,'ay vere eclipgsed. In thosw dim days an old siver cook
wos wont to beke a pan of biscuits esch yaor to toss into
tae rl.ver as his boat pesszed Feokuk, in memory of all river
cooks vho were dead. Thull, after the building of the great
dam in 1€1%, the riv:r again come elive end once more
brought prosperity to Lec County.
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