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FOREWORD

The very first step in fostering a keener appreciation
of the riches of Democracy is to have before wus the thrill-
ing story of ite development right here on the soil with
wiiich vie are familiar.

Truly, a sound understanding of the American ideal of
today depends on our knowledge of yesterday's trisls., The
Americen vay of life wias rooted in Scott County more than a
century ago. The first frontiersmen, la2boring up the Mis-
sissippi in burdened end cumbaersome keelbosts, brought with
them the spirit of fresdom ahd the desire for equal oppor-
tunity in a new land.

I em especially glad to present thils new story of Scott
County's growth, vrepared for “he usze of our schools by the
Writers' Progran of the ‘lork Projectas Administration in
Iowa., S3electing carefully from a wealth of meterial that
would fill maeny velumes of this size, the Proaram's workers
have bound within a comparatively snall spasce a comprehen-
sive history of the county. I feel that sadult rsaders, as
well €5 those of grade schiool age, Wwill find it enlightening

and interesting.

Couuty §uperintendent of Schools
Scott County



IITRIVUCTION

An ooutpost of civilizztion ves establislhed in 1816 on
one of tlsz riost nicturcscue islands ol tle I7ississinpi, vhen
the TUrited Strtes lLoisted e Tlv¢ over Fort Armstrong. To
the Indizns this Tlog, vith its 15 st:rs, »roclained that
the " hite Fetiner®™ L-G pleesd 2 sentinel to gusrd the set-
tl:ers tc the esst :nd south a2nd to keen the river omen above
2t. Louis. Tasre wz3 no vhite resicent vest of the islsnd.

The
sezert o
tionz of
try in the e2rl:
shiorzg &35 resembling & park of friendly, inviting appesrance.
Liesutencnt Albert Lea, e Governrent surveyor of the time,
wrote enthusi:stically: it every turn of the river as we
noved slong, new bursts of wonder :nd sdniretion vere poured
cut by 211 the passen~zrs. The river Lsre a8y vell compere
v1ti the Connecticut at Yorthsmnton in lI’sgssachusetts.,.. The
bottous...ore intersected evervy mile or two Dby never-fail-
ing rivulets, originat ng in the hills, which descend beau-
tifully into the river.”

arly trovalers znd  explorsrs ol thas Scott County

the river shore were nrofuse in their descrip-
ts neturasl beauty. Visitors mentioning the coun-
errly 1800's freguently described land alonT the
e

G o

The Xock River, in Illinois, wes considered zt the time
to be navireble, and floved from 2 ~rest strateh of fertile
prairie.

vien the Iova lund vrg opensd  Tor settlement, home-~
seelers c¢sme up the river ine ateho.te, or serogs it in
forries. Inmipreants fror. overvy nstion of Zurope founded
Homes near tie gite of tis old Tort, 'nd three thriving
cit%@s, Davenport, Rock Islwnd, snd loline, ~rev up nser the
spot.

In 1918, Rock Isl.nd, lloline, -né Davennort, the Tri-
Cities, Jjoined in s celebirtion of tise centennial of Fort
arnstrons's esteblistusent.  One thoussnd cuildren from the
three cities, descendants of mioneers of 211 netionszlities,
prraded :nd arilled. «t the close of the nrorran thev ep-
peared in e hure living .aericen floz  formed bv their red,
waite, ~nd blue costumes.

The vworld hos shered in  3cott Countv's richss; its
peonle nive contributed to the nstionzl development of
transportation, of e-riculture, of industry, of =aducation,
¢nd of tie =rts. 3Scott Count h-z rmizde good +the f2ith its
founders hsd in its nrtural resourc=s, “nd their confidence
in tne loyalty of thowe vho ccll it lione.



CLiAFTZR 1o

B MNATURAL BACICROUID

Scott County is a Weﬂ”e—uhﬁnﬁd *re3a of 455 squ=re miles
in eastern Iowz. It is the fifth co ity in number from the
south ealong the 1Mississipni River, with the 35-mile shore
formin. rore thsn & third of its boundar"'lin « Ilere the
river bonds sherply cnd runs nesrlv esst end test for £0
milns. 4 seoment of this streteh of river vzs forrierly one
of tie most difficult on the whole course to navifgate, sgince
for 18 miles 1t flows over 2 sia2lloy bed of Ilimestone
1~&.128. Thase orice vorrad the Roc': Island Rapils, but owing
to tue Governient Dem 'o. 15,with the loclis anéd river wsll

onnleted dn 1904, tley l'sve been buried deéep benesth the
culst wetrrs of the imnounded L-ke IJ-venport. The benks
vary Irom lov bottom land to moderate sized bluffs.  lost of
the southeests siiore line of the countv is so lovw thet
some of the erur front hos been rebuilt. Rock Island, Iil-
irols, viti the Tnited 3tstes srssnal 1in the center of its
thousand azc¢res, lies to the southesst of 3cott County.

, Tlie Liississiy 01 and 1its crm, the "epsipinicon, which
forms most of t northern Dboundrry, driin  the county.
Dranclhiing creeks *nd intermittent brooks rise neszr the
cont .r snd wind thmlr way o the principszsl streams. A mile
or so back 1rom the shere, blufle rlqh ﬁentlv in terrszces,

The centrsl .nd western “ortions of the county are
softly undulstal by long, vinding rid-es, one to thrze miles
upart, from five £0 ten wnle lonm snd from = few hundred
verds to & izlf pilﬂ miu;. Within vhe  trouchs Dbetveen the
ridaees, the vaters sthnr «nd flow Ter miles to 1ind s8n
outlet. Tae cunflgur:tLon near the rivaer citv of Davenport
is as smooth s Lif Teshiloned by weves of a quiet sen.

In 3cott Jountr <re manr spots viere much of the story
of tie lisgissivpl Jivsr Velley his heen treced. The river
rerion was exnlored by geolonists s early as 1846. Qver
nost of the rsqaion lie two deep levers of sendstone, one of
vhich carries tiue recins of nliénts snd the othaer of  oairel
life. 4lons the river rozd nesr the tovnm of_;Euffplo are
rocks fairly crovded +ith fossils. Tive miles sbove Leg
Claire, a2 lov ladre of lishit buff marresia  limestone which
cerries colurms of crinoids is sxposad n=ar the'wst?r level.
Loer~2 collections, includin~ tvpe snscimens, heve TDoeen made
fro. thess ©»lices. Co2l veins in urfelo Tcwrshlp, also,
heve furnisihied svidence of the 1life of the preihiistoric devs.

The peologists »lLo have studied +these regions tell us

Lzt st one time the globe wes ~wary 1ot. Vepors srose, con-
densed 1into oter, vettled, znd cooled the surfsce. The
crust of +the ”Lrth formed into convolutions, so that the
wetar could not rewein still. Tie Mississippl Velley wes at. -’

-



The T tursl karound

one time the bottom of 2 rraszt ses. 39nd snd mud senk to
tlie bottou and lLerdened into rock leynrs. The se? bottom
resz snd hecene  swarpy lend. The c¢limrte was VeEry wWeIT,
Forests of grest trees vith an undersrovth of farns end
otlher gigentic »rlents grew wn, inhabited by  hurce gnimals;
tiz dinosaour, “’mnt liz-rdz, turtles, and flving fish. Treeg
fernz, =na *ue ies storsd the hszt of sgummer suns. The land
cenk azain, to become a <¢e2 bed. The vegetation chanped
into peet hogs and lzter, undsr Dvressure, into hard lavars
vhici becrie coel. Iud r“d sand vashed from,the lznd formed
lavsrs of rock end sandstone msnd the skeletons of snimal
life vhich inhabited the sea vere oilten imbusdded in this
rock. As the seg bed wes lifted snd subnersed accin and
egain, more rock or co b8l Tormed. The lznd ve know ~s TIowe
has srent rors time under veter than cbove.

m

After the lest time the sez hed 1ifted, the =2ncestors

of lorth .mericu's Tauns crept onto the lsnd. Gisnt rszor-
becked enincls Launtsd the Dbenks of stresms., Lizerds and
srakes Jay on logs. Irizght birds nreened themselves in the
trees. Gpacies of Tour-footed besgts, parhens ﬂno,otors of
tuffelo =nd deer, roared the rislds of this wilderness.

Atter «gp=2s hod nessed the climete turned extremely cold.
In che north the snov beceme thousanls of feet deep. It he-
came se hervy thtt Yne lover layers verz comrressed into ice,
Vast  chisetn of ice, ur rlisclers, crent southvaerd. They
roveaw so slowly thot they cculd not iisve Leen seen to move,
but tuey crushed end displaced evarytiinz in their path and
wrove the enliels Jar to tbﬁ acutin. Tuny flattenad nills
and £11lad valleyus. Later the  climste beceme vwerm egain,
the ice melted ' rd uncovared bHoulders end a sedinment of fine
crusied rock that Lad hzen verled dovn frorm the north.
Asftnr eccli glacisl invasion, plants snd aniwels returned snd
becwze numercus.  0Of tha fivﬂ gloacizsrs thilch moved over the
State of Tova, three crossed Jcott County.

The lensss glecier crossed the entire countw, snte ring
from tos rorthrest. .. sazcend, mweh thinner, vas called  the
Iliinoian. It crosssd from the eszt, cov~ rlﬂn a1l b' the
extreme north., Ths third, ths Tovan, invszded the county
from the rortih end vest, coveri nz vhat lzter baceme ithe
rortiiern toviasiips. The river r:pllu, extendin: to Le
Clzire frow 3Iock Islsnd, merk extrerities of e rock-bounad
gor e exceavated by tie Missiszivni Rivsr os the result of an
early ice invasion wihich forced tie stresr: into itz =recent
position.

533, 2 silt-like materiszl, ==teznds over the tvro older
drift cress. This v:zs sozited by vinds durinege a
rica of =zgss. Ovz:r the centrel portlon nf tup county,

i1z 15 to 20 feat dsep. 2iarsr the Tississippi River
per still, snd elong the edze of the Towan 4dr-ift -

?

L]



The Zotural Bsckground

rlein 1t resches a depth of 40 or 50 faet. Tt is of verious
scil types. EBesldes the loess, there occur the alluvisn
terrcece ud bottom land soils msde bv stream action in more
recent genlogical eras.

To the south of the Ioven Arift sree stends a2 number of
rcundec hills gouncsed of -eter-lsid sand, silt, =znd glecial
drift. Tu=sse uillls zre knovin to geologists as psha, and are
virtuaily ©weculier to ths 3tcte of Iove. A4Along the river
roed south of Davenport zre boulders of grsrite, gnesiss, and
green stone porphyry, &ll seversl feet in diameter, brousht
t.itn glzeisl debris from an srea to the north.

w

Tle deposits left durirc 2nd efter the trensition from
tropical jun~les to fricid ice fields furnishad storss of
natsrial nscessoery for plant =nd snimel lite.






Tndisns and Lxploretions

Plehizen and isconsin. The Zec and Tox, originally two
distinct Algonkian tribes, joincd for nutual defense ageinst
thelir coawnn enerles. The grester pert of Iowa's Indisn
istory centers esround these tribrs and their leaders.

e Zue vare an agriculturel group who rsised corn,
beens, s83ussh, relons, znd some root vegeteblsg. They had
firxaed abodnes, but spent much of their time hunting sind fish-
inz, noking temporzry camps wherever tihiey found it conve-
nient. F2ter Ford, vwho ma2de notes on the Wisconsin Indians
from 1773 tc 1775 vrote: These people are Cazld Sgukeas.
Trey sre Of Gond 3ize VWell Disposed -- Les Inclined to
tricks snd Bed meners thuan Thare Nighbers. They will tske
of the traders Goods, on Creedit in tlhie fall for thare youse.
In Jinter ¢rd Z4cept tor Lxedant they Tay the Deapt Verey
Well for Indlens. T nite hesve sade Inlitened or 3ivelised
Irdisng walch 2rc in General made worse by the Operstion....
Sum of thure Huts srs Sixety fest long snd Contanes Seversl
Temalayes... In the fell of ve Year they ILeeve thare Huts
:ind Go inte the Woods in “usst of Geme end Return In the
Spring to thare Huts before Flenting time.”

¥

The white veople soon ceme to call tiuls tribe "3ach in-
#terd ol ‘3avk.™ Their principal villepe, Saukonuk, wes on
o polint o Jend on the Illinols side goutheest of the later
sita of Devenport., It ves bullt about 1730, In 1817 Major
Forsvih, an ageat among the Sac, wrote of Saukenuk to Gover-
nor Cierk of 8t. Louls: "I have seen many Indisn villages
but never sev such a lerge one or such & populous one." It
contained in 1825 not fewnsr tusn 8,000 nveople. The houses
were bullt of a framework of poles covered with bark fast-
ened down vith buckskin thones. Tie town had streets and
open pluces CLor agsembling and games. It haed houses for
tribal councils,

A man named Beltrami, who came up on a steamboat 1in
1823, visited Saukenuk and reported: "The chilefs offered us
& rerresliment of bear's mzat dried in the smoke, more deli-
cious than our Lams, end of roots, resembling chicory, high-
ly flavored.”

Ths Fox Indian nane was really Meskwalzi. DBut the
French nanme, Rensrd, meaning Fox was given them by French
traders, end so ‘they came to be called. They had many a
conflict wvith the French, in the Wisconsin and MNichigan
country, before they were driven south to take refuge <with
ths Sec, whe hed preceded them to the land below the bend of
tre 1Zississippi. They enteblished a - village called Mes-
cuakersuk, on the site of the city of Davenport, and another
near the future town of Le Claire. The Fox manner of living
was rmuch like the Sac. In the fall they went hunting in
partiss, including some women, to procure meat for food aud



Indians and Explorations

hides for garments. They cut vortions of buffelo sand deer
meat into thin slices - to hang on poles +to dry over a smol-
cering fire. When cured, the mezt and tallow wore placed in
begs of shiin. BSinew wad saved end made into bow  strings,.
threna for sewing, and fiber for ropss. Spoons and drinkiné’
Jars were mcde from the horns. Larists, belts, and orna-
ment: vwers woven from the heir.

Doth the 32c and Fox were fond of gamss, festivals, and
cereriony, and the traditicns of +their nmeople. Like most
hmericen Indisns the Sac and “'Fox were deeply spiritual
end thelr re¢ligion wes strorngly ceremoniasl. There were re-
ligious cauents, end songs of mourning, courting, hunting,
end vier.

The riusic of the two tribes vas very sgimilsr. Percus-
sion e&nd wvind instruments vere played: drums, rattlss, vari-
ous whistles, and the red cedar flute. The latter carried
from five to six musical notes and was the instrument For
courtzhin, Jonazs Poweshick, grest-grendson of Chief Powe-
shiek of the Foxes ir the early 1800's, bhas for geveral
years heen en  assistant custodian of tne State Historical
Bullding »f Iova. e mskes end plays the red cedar flutes
end e taught his  dsughtors Glorie end Nedine to sing in
thelr soft melodicus veleas the snclent songs of the Sac and
For and thus keop glive the Indian folklore of Iowa.

sftor thelr sllisnce, eech tribe retalned its own prin-
cipal chilel end var clhicl ond mointalned certain of its own
tribnl rogulistinns,  The united Indlan netions took posscs-
alon of noast of the Tove land and  lived agrecably together,
raising corn, Joining in gemes, feagts, and hunting, until
the wihite sien cens to gstay.

The first whitz men to see the ITowa shores were the
French Missionary Friust, Pere dacques Marquette, with Louirs
doliect, thc Froench Cenedian trepper, and five voyagours.
They pesoed down  the Misszicsippi in caznozs in 1673. Poro
Merguette hed been sent by the Governor of New Francce
(Canade) to exnlore the lanc along the =river. Leaving 3%.
Ignece in New Prance, he entered the Mississippl 1in late
sprins. On June 25, the party landed and entered a wvillage
of Illinnis cn the west shore, where they stayed +two days.
Joliet's repert of the country sc impressed the Governor of
Liew Frencs that he determined to claim it Tor France,

in 1680, thres Frenchmen, lMichel Aco, Antoine Aguel,
and Frisr Louls Hennepin, all wader command of the dauntless
exrlorer Le Zalle, paddled up tane Migsissippl from the mouth
of the Illincls River. They were the first white men to see
the Tova siorce after Feathcor Marquetts's visit. Unfortunate-
1y their camp sites have rnot been located, but they must












The Whilto len

dhon Coptain kector snd Lleuteaant Riges sarrived with
thelr forlorn crews at Si. Louis and reported the attack,
Gensrnl Hovard teok prompt azction. To evoid a recurrence
und to diseipline ths Indiang, he sent Iajor Zachary Taylor
(aftzrwerds President of the United Staetes) back to  the
scene with e force of 334 men mnde up of army troops, mili-
tia ¢né rangers. They started up the river egain, with e
flotilla of eisht barges to drive by sail, or to dreg by
rovas when there was neo favorable wind.,

Indian spiec along the river sent runners to the Brit-
ish ~t Fort Shelby to report that the Americans were coming
back with a preater expedition than before. A detachment of
soldirrs under the DBritish lieutencnt, Duncan Graham, was
sent down the river to re-enforce the Indians. They were
iyings in walt wihon Major Taylor and Lis rleet, driven by a
viol=nt wind, anchored at four in the efternoon st a willow-
cevered 1lzlend of aix or elght acres opposite the mouth of
Reecie Hiver. The next morning the Aumericans dropped down to
snother islend, of about 200 acres, A terrific conflict
folloved vhen thls island swarmed with Tundisns, and Major
Taylor, realizing the futility of carryiug on ageinst such
uneven odds, ordered the beats back down the river with
thelr dead end wounded. The Iundilans ran &long the shore,
draseine the heavy guns snd flrirg on the retreating boets.

Tials place woea later nemed Cradlt Islend Ly tho Ameri-
can Fur Company, which sxternded credit to the Indiesns therc,
furnisbing thoem suppliza for vihieh they noid in the hunting.
sengon, Many vears lster the old bottle ground became onc
of the favorlts playyrounds and beauty snots ol Scott Countw
There a local D. A. R, soclety placed a marker on a boulder
bearing the inscription:

Here was one of the eerlizst posts for
trading with the Indians, established
west of the Miscissippl River. The
Battle of Credit Island wss fought
Aumust 21, 1814 between the troops of
the United States end Great Britain.,

Ingland and the United Stetes apgreed to peace terms i
Deccermber 1814, The Indions were sorry to learn that thei:
British allies hed not won the wer, but since they received
no rewards for their fighting, most of them lost at least
some of tlielr bitterness for the Americans. Black Hawk,
still resentful of the -encroaching Americans, however, did
not sign the treaty of friendship for Lis hostile group
until two yesrs later,

The Univad States decided to establish a more vigorous
delense on the Upper Mississippi River land. Fort Armstrong
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Pioneer Settlers and Settlements

He built himself a log house, one story and a half
high. The lumber for wincdow casings and finishings was made
from dry goods boxes. The flooring was sawed at a mill
Clark himself had built on Duck Creek. The Clarks put into
this home the first cook stove wused in Towa. Their son,
David E. Clerk, wes born here April 21, 1834, Scott County's
first white child.

When in 1835 this place, knovmn ss Clark's Ferry, became -
important enough to encourage the planning of a town, Clark
began to build a hotel, 40 by 40 and two stories high. The
pine lumber used for the finishing came by steamboat ' from
Cincinnati, Ohio.. ‘ :

In 1836, Clark sold e two-thirds interest in a 90-acre
tract to Capt. E. A. Mix end Dr., Pillsbury of New York, The
three men then laid out a town and nsmed it New Buffalo, for
the c¢ity of Buffalo, New York, but it was soon called Buf-
falo. A post office was esteblished with Clark as post~
master, Mail wes carried on a line of hacks which ran omce
a week from Dubuque to Burlington. Clerk spent much of his
time showing newcomers the country and sssisting them in se-
lecting claims. A Mr. Lynde, of. Stephenson, Illinoie,
opened the first store in the county st this pioneer town
end cerried on an extensive business with immigrants, to
whom he furnished greins and provisions. At Buffalo were
Scott County's first blacksmith shop, its first working cosl
mine, end its first brick plant.

The first criminal case in 3cott County was disposed of
at Buffalo in 1836, when a young men arrested for teking a
small amount from a store was givenm 20 lashes and  then
placed in a canoe eand shoved off. The culprit wes never
seen again in thet neighborhood.

At first Buffalo hed a great advantege in its ferry
service, but this diminished when another ferry began to op-
erate at Davenport, and agein when the village of Rockingham
was laid out. Buffalo was & promising rival to the town of
Stephenson, emerging ecross the river, but, when the county
was lald out, Buffalo found itself down in the southern cor-
ner, a position that permenently dwarfed its growth. o

Another piloneer community wes Pleasant Valley, origi=
nally Valley City. Rogwell Spencer, in the fall of 1833,
took a section of land and built 2 log cabin home nearthe.
mouth . of Spencer Creek. During the winter Josiah B. Cheaine
bsrlain and his family also moved into the cabin, but early
in 1834 Spencer built hinmcelf another sabove the mouth o
Crow. Creek. Spon afterwerd, three more families «moved 2%
the valley. '

18 Y
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Transportation and Communication

¥Work was then begun on a nine-foot channel to be sup-
ported between Minneapolis end St. Louis by means of 26 dams
end locks. The dam at Davenport was finished in 1935, con-
sisting entirely of 11 roller gates. For this country, this
was a new type of navigation dem. The locks were built so
as to permit the use of the swing span of the neerby bridge.
The river wall, which was constructed to protect the adja~
cent lend from flood, at the same time nade possible the
subzequent development of the river front into well land-
scaped parks and parking space for cars. s

Scott County's second dam, No. 14 at Le Claire, was
complieted by May 13, 1939, It consisted of 13 tainter gates,
four rollsr gates, and 1,357 fcet of embankment founded on
linestons. 1Its elevation was set above the highest flood
level on record. The lock was completed on December 28,
1933, The o0ld Le Claire 1lock was retained as an auxiliary
loclk. OSmith's Islend,a famous camping spot with & .sandy
beaclh for swirming, wes so0ld to the Government and removed.
Thus a perticularly dJdangerous point in the rapids was
broughkt to an end. :

The hezardous rapids of Rock Islsnd geve way to the im=
pounded Lake Davenport. Pleasure seekers found the water &
deiightful playsround. In 1942, the view from the slopes of
the lcClellan ieights, once Camp McClellarn, was hesrtening
to a lover of watszr aports. Dozens of mestz of the snipe
clags sailboats bobbed and swayed, while cabin cruisers and
motor launchss, tugging et thelr moorings, gave evidence
that though the gay dey of the wnacket wes gone, pleasure
boating remained.

The progress of travel on lsnd was LY no means as rapid
as tiat of the steauboats. The first trails followed the
ridges with no definite plan but to Xeep on top, and the
first covered wagons used these trails. ~

ATter the first county cormissioners had divided 3Scott
County intc 11 rosd districts, much attention was given to
the laying out of roads. Some followed the section lines,
but othesrs radiated diagonally from Davenport. James lizcs
Intosh surveyed a road from Davenport to Dubuque and, at his
own expense, had a 26-mile furrow plowed to merk it. One
nisht, when a storm came up on the prairie during his survey,
his tethered horses broke loose eand ran away, causing Mac-
Intosh to carry his seddles for some distamces This was the
episcde that named 3addle Grove, which later became Long
Grove. .

Soms of the first roads in Iowa,rough, wind.ng trails,

became stagecoach lines in the late 1830"'s. The main lines
ran east end west, connscting inlend with river towns, By
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Transportation and Comrunlication

their bright tin dinner pails, were laying rails and driving
spikes. 1In 1855 trains were rmuning over the partially com-
nleted road.

The first locomoutive wusesd, the Antoine Le Claire, was
ferried across the river in a flatboast on July 19, 1855, for
use on the two and one-naif miles of completed road, Its
cart-like vheels and funnel-sheped smokestacl, so soon to
becornie outmoded, looiked grand to the peonle of Scott County
and the rhytim of the driving wheels was nusic to their ears.
Sawwill shavings and wood mede the Tfirst fire under its
boller. Twenty-five Davenport citizens took the first trip
as it noisily chugged along to the accompaniment of rousing
cheers. It did not go too far, however, for a +tree hanging
over the track prevented the engine's making the full trip.

On July 23, ths Gazette announced: ™"The first rune-
vey causeld by the steam whistle of the locomotive, occurred
in this »isce on Thursday.”

Soon camz cars of food, fuel, building supplies, live~
stocl, raw materials for industry, end medical supplies.
The old Lo Claire houce bhescsme the Tirst railroad depot and,
as the roud nrogresiecd, stations were esteblished too close
togethor Jor unhempered growth. Farnhem, the second station,
later becane a Davenport asicding.

On August 25, 1855, the first excursion train on the
new railroad curried prospective buyers to a town platted
by the Cook =nd Sargent borking house, which acted as agent
for the rullroad., Lend snies for the day totaled $12,500,
and thus the tovn of Walcott weas gstarted, soon to be popu-
lated by industrious Germens end hecoms the richest small
town in the county.

After the railroad was completed to ITIowa City January
1656, traffic became lively with two daily passenger

1
t ns betwen the two cities.

2
ra

Tas niddie fifties vere flush times in the county seat.
Le Claire sold four scres of land east of the railroad &t
%1,000 an scre for a lumberyard, and 11 acres for depot
grounds for 320,000 to a James Churchill of New York, who
1laid it out as the Churchill Addition. Le Claire built him-
s21f a handsome houge on an imposing biuff. Other business
men prospered, building trades flourished and Davenport be-
calie a umber market for a large region. The city reached
out ard enmbrsced Zast Davenport.

The three neightoring towns, Devenport, Rock Island,eand
Moline, Illinois, Led promoted industrisl growth until they
had formed a magnet which attracted the railroad across
Tllirois. 1In 1854 it resched the lississippl at the town of
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Rock Island. Progressive groups on both sides of the river,
despite powerful opposition from steamboat companies and
other river cities, had sponsored legislation which enabled
the Railroad Bridge Company to construct a bridge across the
Mississippi.

This bridge, the first on the‘entire length of the Mis-
sissippi, was completed ‘to th top of 1its wooden super-
structure end opened for trafflc in the spring of 1856. Tt
was bullt in three parts. One comnected Davenport and the
island, another was & track across the island, and a third
spanped the remaining dlgtapce to the .c¢ity of Roeck Island.
A draw between Devenport and the island permitted steamboats
to pass. The bridge's significance was scarcely realized at
the time. Two great arteries of commerce hed crossed at
Davenport. :

Only 14 davs after the first train went over the bridge,
the steamboat Effie Afton struck one of the piers on her way
through the draw., The bost caught fire eand burned part of
the bridge, after which the steamboat company sued for
demages. A "smert young lawyer™ named Abraham Lincoln sue-
cessfully defended the bridge company. Little did anyone
think et the time that the case was plead by a future Presi-
dent of the TUnited States. In another suit, the United
Stateg District Court declared the bridge a nulsance and or-
deresd it removed. DBut the TUnited States Supreme Court re-
versed the decision, the bridge survived its calemities and
served its purpose for a decade.

Railroading soon picked up & momentum which put Daven-
port on the map as a foremost railroad center. 'The Chicagd,
Rock Island end Pacific took over the Missisgippil end Mis-
souri and mede the dirt fly in extending the road to Counsil
Bluffs in 1869. It then began a shortcut between Davenport -
and Muscatine which ran south "along the river through Buf-
falo. This road ran its first passenger trains in 1881.
After a four-track embankment was put through to Davenport
in 1901 the city became the fifth in importance in the Rock
Island system.

In 1868 a group of Scott County . capitalists incorpo-
rated the Davenport and St. Paul Railroad Company. Daven-
port and Scott County voted a two per cent tax in support of
the projected road. Two years later the line was built from
Davenport through Scott County with a branch running north
at Eldridge to Maquoketa in Jackson County. The Eldridge
station was called Eldridge Junction. The eastern terminal
depot was built on Duck Creek, outside  of Pavenport, 'and
there was 'no rail connettion With the Government. bri@ge,
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opened in 1872. Financial reverses pravailed until, after
construction of about 180 miles of *track; the road went into
the hends of receivers.

The stockholders of +the o0ld company, hoviever,; reor-
ganized as the Davenport end Northwestern and repurchased
the rcad. By the contributions of citizens the new company
succeeded in extending the track into the business district
of Davenport, but in 1879 the road was again s0ld, this time
to the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul. Although this was
a loss to the stockholders, the change was a distinct Zain
for Scott County. The small towns of Long Grove, Donahue,
Dixon, and Big Rock had already formed along the Davenport
and St. Paul. About the station of Eldridge Junction an in-
dustrious little town had grown up. In the spring of 1877
the railway built several new shops and an engine room. M.
Js Bldridge of Devennort erected 20 houses for employees.,
The Central Hotel was full of boarders and the four stores
were prospering when, alas, the new owners moved the shops
to a location outside of the county, eand left the town to
slump for several yesrs. In time, however, a readjustment
was mede and the plece became a lively little trading center.

Anotier line which eventually Dbecame part of the Chi-
cago kMilwaukee end St. Paul system had its origin in the
Chicago, Clinton and Southwestern, for which several town-
shipe in the northsern part of the county voted aid. After
some clanges of ownershin this road wes completed in 1833,
It crossed the northern tier of townships and connected
Clinton with Tipton in Cedar County. The hamlets of New
Dixon and McCauslend ceae into ezis*ence on this road.

The gecond bridge to carry +trains across the MNMissis-
sippi was erected by the TFedsral Government. The cost, ap-
proximetely one million doilzrs, was divided egually between
the Covernment and the Chicago, Rock Islend and Pacific
Railway Company. The Mississippi and Missouri Raeilroad Com-
pany hed by this time gone into the hands of a receiver,

The bridge, double dscked, with an iron supersiructure,
was located a short distance downstream from the site of the
0ld one. The railroad crossed the upper deck. The lower
deck, froe to the opublic, carried general traffic. Other
railroads were mermitted to use the upper deck by contribut-
ing to its meintenence. The bridge ov=ned in 1872 and,
knowrn as the Govermament Bridge, served for 20 yzars until
larger freight cars were demanded and it could not bear the
burden of the heavier equipment.

In 1892, the plers of the Governmesnt Bridge were used

to support a nsw bridge, @ double-decked iron superstructure
wWhich was suspendad in 1896, The draw was believed to be
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the heavicst in existence. Double rallroad trecks crossed
the upper deck and double streetcar tracks and a vehicle
road the lower deck. Traffic, including electric street-
cars, began in December. is fﬁnaLWy became the only free
bridge to be found betwesn Davenport end St. Louls.

Some Davenport industrialists in 1882 formed the Daven-
port, Iowa and Dakota Railrcad Companv. A tax was voted to
be pald to the city of Davenport when 30 miles of track out
of Davenport had been completed. The road then Dbuilt a
track through Blue Grass, znd when it hsd nearly reached the
Cedar County line at Beunett, the tex was collscted. As
there was not enough money to continue the worle, the line
was stopped until it was taken over by the Rock Islend.
This 1line (tlie D, I. & D.) was facetiously called ~""The
Davenport Irish and Dutch."™ Its rolling stock consisted of
one cabooue and a Tew flatcars.

5till another railrosd bridge was erected by =2 group of
local cepitalizts who incorporated zs the Davengort and Rock
Island Bridge Company for the purpose of serving two pro-
jected railroads The construction rights were soon taken
over by an eminent bridge Dbuilder, Frank P. Blair, wio rep-
resented the compeny. Le Claire and Princeton hed kept agi-
tating £2r a road; it was obtained in 1901, when Blair built
botih the wmillion dollsr Crescent Bridge &nd a railrosd be-
tween Deverport and Clinton. Le Cleire, which had Dbeen
slipping cormmercially, bacsme an important shipping point.

This bridsgs, placed 2 zhort dlstence below the Govern-
nent Bridse, consisted of 8 steel gingle-decked superstruc-
ture across stone piers. It vas opened on January 1, 1900.

he railroad wag taken over in joint control by the Chiicago,
Milwaulkee a&nd 8t. Paul &and the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincwr,

At the beginning of the twentieth century, railroads
radiated from Davenport +to the north, the northwest, tThe
south and the goutnwusu, and were sl1l well connected with
roads east of the river. Nearly all of the small towns were
on railroads. Improvemeants in service came frequently. Re-~
frigerator cars appeared in 1873, and "fast trains™, for
their dey, in 1387.

Tre strugzlies to construct rallroads were of such vital
ccnsequence that the interest in them was alvays Kkeen.
There hz2d been a faction of obstructionists too, but city,
countr, and township could be relied upon to vobte taxes and
1ndLv1uuals staked their savinzs for the commercial arteries

n which the future of town and country depended so heavily.
MhlL“ the big transportation projects were under way, lesser
rails visre quietly appearing on the streets of Davenport.
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Some road improvement; grading, draining, and Dbridging
had been done ever since the county's. organization. The
macademizing of streets hasd bhegun before the Civil War.
Road cdragging Dbeceme popular in +the early 1900's, But
little real progress was mede during the days of local road
supervision, before the State Highway Commission was created
in 1904. While this agency was establishing a system of
primary and secondary roads, both state and federal funds
were being mede available for road surfacing. In 1913 the
State Legislature created the office of County Engineer.:

A program of wnaving and grading followed in which Scott
County was a leader. Eighteen miles of road had been paved
by 1921 and 90 by 1928. Polk County, silte of the State
Capital, alone had completed more. Deginning in 1933 the
Civil Works Administration, followed by the Federal Imergen~
cy Relief sadministration, and then the Work Projects Adnin-
igtration, added federal funds +to the county's. The CWA,
established in 1933 to provide work during the opening yezrs
of the depression, put men to work repairing bridges and’
culverts and widening.and grading roedse in all townships of
the county. ,

In 1934 the FERA furnished funds for continuing +the
same type of highway improvemente. J. M. Malloy, the county
engineer, gaid in 1935, "We're turning our attention to the
county's heck yard and our secondary road progrem is on the
wey to respectablility." These unsurfaced roads, the farm-
to-market lanes, wevre gradually prenared to meet all weather
conditions.

The WPA begen to supply workers in January 1936, for g
stone quarrying project to furnish road surfacing meterial.
Between 1936 and 1941 the WPA surfaced 28 miles of roads and
resuirfeced 123 miles, besldes aiding in the construction of
20 concrete bridges. An exanple of 1ts road engineering was
the building in 1940 of a 150-foot concrete Dridze a nmile
rorth of Plain View on the Dixon Road, then moving Mud Creek
under it to eliminaste bends and to improve drainage.

When a few Davenporters saw the one horseless carriage
et the Columbia Exposition in 1893, it was not altogether a
nsw sight to them, for very shortly before that +they had
seen one 1in Davenport c¢ontrived by J. C. Duncan. It was
mede from the cliessis of an old wagon snd powereld by a steam .
enzine that rode in a tender sttached behind.

At the pealt of its eachieverent 1t was run from Daven--
port to Cilberttown end beck, about eight miles, Chief of
Police Kessler felt it necessary to prohibit Lubure trips,
however, because 1t frightened horses.


ms.de




























Agriculture

with new and tested methods. To this end, in 1912, a group
. of farmers with some business men of Dzvenport organized as
the Scott County Farm Improvement League and obtained the
services of an Iowa State College graduate as a farm expert
for the county. :

Not all farmers approved of the idea at first, The at-
titude of some is shown in a lettzr written by  Irving C.
Norwood, Commercial Club secretary at Davenport at the time.
Someower had semt Liim 2 guestionne:re on the Farm Improvement
League and its crop expert. His reply, in June 1915, became
one of the treasures of Towa farm literature. The following
are excerpts, "Cheered by results, we induced a kindly mil-
lionaire with a penchant for agriculture to guarantee the |
peyment of sny deficit that might be incurred, esnd launched’
the Scott County Farm Improvement League upon a chilly world.
Then we bought a second-hand Ford car and a tank of gaso-
line, hired e solemn young man from Ames, and we were ready
for business. '

- "MOur success was not exactly immediate. Although the
young man from Ames can tell from looking at a rolled oat
whether it was planted with a drill or.a shotgun, and is
equally proficient in other directions, he was at first the
object of consideraeble suspicion. Some farmers met him on
the wrong side of the front gate with their hands on their
Ingersolls, end some of fthem shooed their stock into the
barn when the second-hand Ford car drove in sight. His
advice was as welcome as a case of smallpox...And when he
insisted there were better methods of testing seed corn than o
looking at it.wisely through a pair of ten cent specs; tha
cholers scrum was not invented by black-hearted confidence .
men to separate the rfarmer from his loose change; that &l-.
fglfa will grow in Scott County and that sprayesd treos
vield more and better fruit -- he was looked Upon as a hope-
ress and dangerous lunatic.

"Pwo years elapsed! Tested corn ceme up and untested
corn did mot; serum-treeted hogs lived...sprayed orchards
bore fruit...alfalfa grew and thrived and returned beg
vields., The fermers began to smile upon the young man £x .
Ames. Some gave him buttsrmilk. A few invited him to sup-
Der.

" Another year slipped by! The second-hand Ford car and
the young man from Ames were welcome guests on every farm...
" The corn grows thick as clover, the alfaifa 1is cut twice &
week, the orchards groan with the weight of sanitary sprayed
fruit, and the Scott County Farm Improvement League
sidered to be the best ding-busted organization in th
blamed state.™

























Industry

In 1901, 7. W. Whitehced estaeblished the Whitechesd Ma-
chine Woris in southwest Davenport +to repsir snd rebulld
stationary engines. The demand for small locomotives by
niiners end owners of quarries, Jumber mills, and brickyards,
grew so rapidly thet the fiim begyen to build them. A part-
nerskip purchased the works, added improvements, and en-
larged the plant until in 1910 it covered seven acres and
wvas producing a locomotive a day. Steam and gasoline en-
gines were mwade and shipped to Mexico, Central America,
China, end South Amcrica. "With the Dissel engins's en-
croechrents in the field of steam and gasoline, Diecsel and
Diesel-elactric locomotive production was begun. Other
products such as crawler wagons, scrapers, snow plows, drop
forzings for dams eand locls, and grey iron castiqge con-
tinued to be made. In 1933 the firm became the Davenport-
Beslar Corporaticn. '

A lerge plant aecr the Government Bridge 1in Davenport
grew to bs one M the world's largest metal wheel works.
William Bettentorf, in Tilinois, had worked to improve
wheels until he invented & metal farm wagon wheel with a
nalleable iren Lub and steel underframe. Ile came to Daven-
port in 1880 with his brother John . Bettendorf und began
to manufecture the wheels. In 1890 +they disposed of their
interest und soveral new Iinventions to George French, who,
with his amsocintes, Joined with J, L. Iocht in 1902, The
whesls, patented b» Willisam Bettendorf, were made and im-
proved until in 1941 secveral million wheels & weor for every
purpos € wure wrde to stend the strains of incressing speed.

Ater Willism Rettenuorf rad disposed of his interest
in the metal wnoel company, he concentrated on the manufac-
ture of trucks end axles. By 1902 +this industry hed out-
grown ites guarters snd, after a disastrous fire, was rebullt
on & <citn purchesed in gilberttowa, The next year truck
frames were being madc by hydranlic straizhtonlng presses.
The sleepy old town awoke to the whirl of I1ndustry, with
huge chimneys belching smoke while whirring wheels, mammot..
hydraulic wrcsses, and giant shesrs shaped end cut steel =g
bystanders looked on. This, the grentest industry of Sco*i
Countv, transfarmed the village of ( ilberttown into the in-
dustrial town of Bettendorf. After .urning out under frames
and side fram=s 7for freight cars for a time, the new plant
began to make complete steel cars. The denend vas so great
that new buildiaes =ad equipmert had to be added constantly.
The nvders piled up in 1909 to a total of $3,000,000. The
New 7ork Central, the C. B. & 2., ond the Milwaukes rail-
roads &ll wented Bettendorl cars,. :

The srrival of the Zirmmermsn Steel plant to make stael

and alloy casting wuas enother ed letter day for the new in-
dustrial town of Bettendorf. In 1980 the factories employef
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3,000 worlkers and still more companies were coming. After
thie boom period following the World VWar, the Bettendorf Cor-
poration closed with others during the slump follcwing 19294
When 1t reopened after a period of seversl yesrs, it em-
ployed only a few hundred people. By 1940 & new era of in-
dustrial expansion seemed to be opening and Bettendorf again
looked optimistically into the future.

Pork pascking begen in the early 1840's. During the
vinter the somewhat crude plants put up meat which arrived
frozen from the farms. They salted sides, smoked 2ams,and
rendered lard until spring, when shipping began. <Yhis in-
dustry grew verr fast at first. Burrows and Prsttywen, pio-
neer merchents of Davenport, packed 19,000 hogs dauring the
winter of 1853-54. : '

But though the packing business was very well estab-
lished in the ploneer era, it grew slowly even with +the new
shipping facilities of ths late fiftiss. Then, 1in 18%3, the
Tri-City Packiny ani Provision Company built a vlant to
handle sheep 2nid cettle as well as hogs. By 1900 there were
several packing houses. In 1903 the Kohrs Packing Company
put up a new slaughtsrhouse and curing pleat. The firm
bought out comnetitors and introduced new methods ol process~
ing.. With otiizr exmansion & huge cold storage plant was
added wuntil, in 1941, 70 per cent of Scott CGounty's hogs
were processed socally.

Butchers bought animals from fermers and dié their own
butchering until 1887, when Armour appeared from Chicago and
sold shipped-in dressed msat te the butchers. . A number then
decided to establish a slaughterhouse. They induced the
Devenport city council to 'enact an ordinsnce providing for
the inspection of animels to be slaughtered, and prohibiting
the sale of uninspected m=8t. This was before the day of
inspection of meat by the Federal Government.

Before the Civil War, Davenport hsd factoriss fo-
brushes and brooms, soap and candles, buckskin mittens, soda
water, vinegar, end cigers. It alsc had three marble works,
several brickyerds, and various smal. shops, besides 1its 12
metal and impsment shops. Woodworiking shops had becoune

quite numercus. In 1857, three w«on shops, Two copper
" shops, end two sabinet shops, besides the boatyard were run-
ning in Le Claire. There weie wegon shops at Princetorn.
Davenport, the growing voung city, boasted nine wagon shon:s,
eight furniture fectories, and a washtub factory. Later, in
the eighties, Amandus Woebsr thuilt and opened in Davenport
the first carrizge factory in Iowa. He also mede a racing
cart, the Pilot.
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The Civil Wer crecated a hcavy demand for woolens, and
in 1863 the 3hields Woolen }Mill opensd and ran early and
lete. Woolens wvere sixth among the mejor products in 1870,
In time the Shields mill beceme the Davenport Woolen Mill
which operated until 1914.

Small cigar factoriss operated over a psriod of about
20 ysers. Davenport had 15 in 1868, and 37 by 1890, when
cigar making in the county reached its peak. ILater the
plants decreased.in number but cigar meking was still an
importent industry to the community in 1942. ’

Most of the original industries continued end expanded
throughout the Civil War. Afterward, with growing crenspor-
tation <facllities, new plents were added which used the
products of the early mills =2nd shipped in raw materials
that were needed, In 1870 there vrere ‘341 manufacturing
establishments in Scott County. Bakery goods were made up
by hend in small bakeries until Henry Korn of Davenport took
over & smull piL-nt, initiated improved methods and intro-
duced some of t.e bakery products of central Europe, such #g
Zwieback and Holland rusks, which soon became popular. The
plant took the name Vienna Steam Baliery and in 19C3 vwas the
largest in Iowa and had the most up-to-date eZuipment.
Later, as the Bell Bekeries, it established branches in
Clinton, Iowsz, e¢nd in Rocl: Island and Quincy, Illinois. The
Tri-City Wonder Bakery started its Davenport plant in 1927
and soon its trucks began carrying its produets to the towns
within a 50 mile radius.

The Crescent Iaceronl eand Cracker Company was estab-
lished in 1894 8g a modust enterprise. In 1915, after a
fire destroyed the originel building, a five-story, fire-
proof plant wes erected which in time produced 150 varie-
ties of cooklies and crackers and 25 kinds of macaroni.

The manufacture of glucose began in 1872. Henry G.
Weinert, a former school teacher, had been experimentinrg
with glucose on a stove in a tannery in west Davenport, and
Robert Kraus, 3 business man, saw possibilities 1n this
product of corn. The company first formed to promote it was
not successful =s the product was st.ll in the experimental
stage. * But in 1381 the Davenport Giucose Manufacturing Com-
pany wes estabilisked and processed 700,000 bushels of corn
in that yzar. One of the first plants of its kind in the
Unitea States, 1t Decame the largest. By 1893 it ground
14,000 bushels of corn daily 2nd required 85 railroad cars
a weck to transwmort its product. In 1897 it was sold tothe
glucose trust which, rnot long eftervard, closed the plant
in the intersts of its other similar plants,
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Other food products appeared from time to time, includ-
ing cereals, candy, French cheese, and potato chips. Sever-
al brewerlcs thrived until the coming of prohibition.

The ploneer shoemaker passed with the imvnortation of
factory-made shoes, end became a repair man or a shoe dealer.
But the tailor shop remsined, although in 1875 a men's
clothing Tactory appeared in Davenport and becarme a thriving
concern,

The millinery and dressmaking shops, popular from pre-
Civil War days, became obsolete as stores added lines of
well-made factory clothing. By the 1920's +they had disap-
peared entirely.

A clan bed near Rock Islend, which produced large loads
of shells, encouraged the launching of several button plants
between 1890 and 1900, but so rapid was the remeoval of
clams that shell soon had to be shipped in. The building of
dams, too, nearls endzd the local supply. The pesvl button
factories reach2d tineir peak of production in 1316, then
declined partly because of new inventions 1n dress fastern-
ings. Only two factories continued to operate, one in Dav-
envort and one in Buffalo.

The original clam fisherman's haul containsed a wide as-
gortuent of she’ls. There were the "niggerhead", the "warty
back", the "yellow back", the "mucket" (a very flat shell),
the fpig toe", the ™meple leaf", the Melephant ear”, and
"sand shells." The lsst were a golden yellow in color and
were uged Tor such novelties es knife handles and revolver
butt pletes. The niggerhead was nexzt in velue, for a but-
ton blank known ag the "shiny black" wes cut from this shell,
and could be had from no other.

Tn 1940 the Davenport plant produced 12,000 or 15,000
gross of buttons a week besides five tons of poultry grit
nmade from the scraps of shells, This was less than half tn-»
output for 1912, but local clam fishermen continued to drag
the waeter, for although the wages ~“or the best day's catsh
were no longer good, there elways remsined the gambler's
chance of firndliag & pearl,.

Other Daveaport products up to 1941 included avmings,
mettresses ond quilts, harness, dry cicaning compounds, dry
ice, deiry products, bread slicers, fly shuttle looms, wqodw
en-s>led shoes, amateur motion plcture camcras and prcjec-
tors, gnd burial vaults. ‘ L

"

During the period from 1865 to 1900 there was & con

tinuous trend towerd the centralization of Scott County's
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Education

During the forties numerous private schools and acade-
mies were opened in Davenport. Many lasted for only a short
time but 1in November, 1850, ten such institutions were
flourishing so that a pupil might "commence with letters and
without leaving the town, graduate in all the branches of an
English education.”" The Catholics had established the first
schonl of higher instruction at Davenport, open only to
girls, ag part of Father Pelamourgues' school of St. An-
thony's. It was discontinued in 1847 for lack of financial
support.

The early German settlers keenly felt the nzed for
teachers who could speak and understand their native lan-
guage. A German school movement began in 1848 when 4 small
private school limited to elementary grades was copened in
Davenport and taught for two years by llathias J. Rholfs.

The German Schcol and Church Society was organized in
185C. After three years, when heavy immigration was making
Davenport predcuinantly German, the Society divided 1into
church and sche»l grouns. The school party decided to es-
tablish a German Free School, the term "free" referring 1in
this case to freedom of thought. Catholic, Lutheran, and
Liethodist sat side by side and the school's motto was "BEdu-
cation makes us free." As much science a&s possible was in-
cluded. Joarn Treu, the first principel, often took the
chiildren to the woods for nature study and held children's
festlvals on Seturdays and 3undays.

Willism Riepe became an assistant 1in the German Free
Schicol in 1857. He organized the first kindergarten in Iowa
in 1860 in connsction with the private school opened in his
horme in 1858. 1In agreeable weather, the kindergarten was
held in a garden. Riepe wrote and published a primer in
both IEnglish end German. He introduced gymnastics for girls
and started a swimming class for the boys in the Mississippi
River, a stone's throw from the classrooms. He took his
students on trips to Rock Island and other suitable settings
to study trees, birds, plants, and stones. An accomplishsal
musician, he conducted a singing school and the German male
chorus. A firs destroyved ZRiepe's gymnasium in the late
sixties. He reduilt it and continued to conduct his schoo:
until 1871, whk«n he became connected with the public schools
of Davenrort. Gifts and Dbenefits kept the German Free
Schoocl going until the late 1880's. Carl L. Suksdor?,
their lest principal, became Scott County's superintendent
of schools in 1887.

In the meanwhile, Scott County and the city of Daven=:
port ware keeping pece with the State of Iowa in the fisid .
of free public education though the going was so slow thab-
many families preferred to send their children to the paro-.

chial and private schools long after the public SGhOOlS;W??_J
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started., The constitution under which ZIowa entered the
Union in 1846 required thet every school district support a
cenool forr at least three months in each vesr. Scott Coun-
ty '3 school ponulation, which in 1348 was 1,085, incressed
to 3,060 in 1858, and the cry for more educaticn Ior the
children became long end loud.

The money, or the interest on money received from the
gale of designated public lands, wes ‘distributed by the
State to the counties, but little real progress vas nade in
providing free schools until 18%58. Before this, thn public
mcney had been insulfficient to maintain the sclicols for as
long each Tear as the people wished, and the term hzd been
surnlemented by subscriptions from the patrons.

The school law of 1856 made a radical chenge. Small
districts were replaced by the civil township as the unit of
organization, and provision was made for sustaianing the
scnnols for at ‘eest six months in each year and ag wuch
longer as the beard of any district might desile, by public
funia elone. ‘Iue office of county superintendent was cre-
ated, end proviusion wes mede for examination of teachers.
The county +teachers! institute, made a part of the school
syatem, was required to be in session at least one week dur-
ing the yeozr. ’

The re wag simulbaneous increase of school facilities.
Townshipa and hwewrlebs pub up schooliouses. The 38 schools
of 1653, 2 br.ck, two stone, nine frams, and five log ~--
nad ;rown by L18el to 76 buildings -- 14 brick, four stone,
57 foeme, and one log, Winfield Township weas second to Dav-
enport Townshiv in the muber of gcnocls.

Seome of thece, according to late standards, were little
better than grenaries. The Dblackboard was just thet, e
board painted black and nailed across one end of the room.
A dictionary and globe were usually provided, but no library.
The teacher turned up quite early in winter +to stert the
fire in the stove, which often heatel only the center of the
room. At some schools drinking water was carried from the
nearest neighbor's vell or spring.

School conatruction continued throughout the difficult
var era, and the number of Dbuildings increased from 76 toC
93. One of these, the Stone School built in 1864 in Le
Claire Toraship, on the old territorial road, was in 1942 a
county landmark still in sturdy conditione. D, L. Groton,
the county superintendent in 1864, must have felt that the
school buildings of the day were inadequate, for he sald iu
nis report to the Stete Superintendent: "The State ghould
build all public schoolhouses, save perhaps in cities a§@ 
assegs the =xpense upon the respective localitiles wherein .
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buildings are crect2d." TIn the same report he implied the.
existence of another evil, stating: "Sub-direcctors should be
laid under a penalty for hiring teachers who have not cer-
tificeates.”

In 1887, Scott County and Louisa County 1led in making
provisions for the wages of teachers, which varied Trom %20
to ©45 per month according to grade of certificate and tine
of yeer. In 1870 the county expended $30,000 in school
tuildings. The city of Le Claire used $15,000 of the sum
for the erection of a grade school building. Public schools
vwire improving but Superintendent Philo S. Mortoi, while
extolling the benefit of the county institute in the early
seventies, remnorted: "The process of <training +“ecachers
whilst engaged in the work is slow and expensive.”

The thriving town of Walcott established n grade school
in 1877, 1In the same yz2ar a "new and commodious” <cchool-
house was ercectad directly south of Mount Joy in place of
the 0ld brick ne on the Dubugue road north. With other
buildings erecsed about this time, Superintendent C. H,
Clemmcer in 1879 mentioned a schoolhouse in Davenport Town-
ship, " Independent District No. £, as "a model schoolhouse.”
The schonl Loard had the good judgment to consult en srchi-
tect, end 83 a result they have a bullding erected with due
regard to lisght and ventilation. 7Visitors who have examined
it proncunce ii the "most complete country schoolhouse in
the ateteo."

In 1880 C. I. Clurmer of 2Z3cott County with +two other
counwy sunerintendents n»repared a course of study for un-
graded schools of the State. It contained a syllabus of
subjsct matter, suggustions for school government, pages of
theory &nd principles of teaching, and a sample schedule for
recitation gnd study. Theres wag no provision, however, for
the enforcement of the course,

Standerds for gschoolhouses end teaching were graduallyv
rising. Suncrintendent P. S. Morton noted a newly bullt
schoonlhouse {1882-83) in Sub-district No. 7, Buffalo Town-
ship, ©#s a "mod=]l building in neatness and convenience, and
cost 1,800 dollurs™, and one in Sub-district No. 1 in Sheri-
dan Townsnip, &9 Ma convenient ard substantial structure.™
At this time Motuton commented: "We gtill have a few fossil-
ized te=zcnirs but happilv the nmber is diminishing rapidly.
. e 01Ul county teachers'! association is well organized anrd
determined to do aggregsive work." ‘

Wihen in 1387 Carl L. 3uksdorf beceme superintendent, he
insisted upon a uniform curriculum for all county schools:
e elfected a considerable increase in their tiny libraries .
and recommended that salaries be set that would encoursge.
more experiencad snd trained teachers.
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breeds of 1livestcck, big red berns, rural mail delivery,
farm mechinery, and crean separators. But provisions for
education in the &rural districts 4id not keep pace with
those of the town and c¢ity where the graded schools were be-
ginning to ettract families away from the fearm.

With the nearing of the twentieth century ceme inproved

Dy 1901, Scott County had 286 +teaching positions, 119
uncer the direct supervision of the county superintendent.
The directors of the county had an association which met an-
nvally and discussed school problems. They recormendsd uni-
formity of county textbooks which was followed by most dis-
tricts. 3ciiool boards were considering the closing of small
schools, but the preveiling sentiment was against 1t as
transportation was still a difficult problam.

after 1900 netional studies were being made of rural
schools snd the need of more education for farmers was com-
ing to the fore, In 1911 the State of Iowa gave 1ts high
schools the oprortunity of mainteining normal courses for
training teachers for the rural schools. This, of course,
iitted in with the state-wide "Better Schools"’ movement of
tle day. In the same year a state law required the dis-
tricts withcut high schools to pay high school tuition for
thelr pupils in the nearby high schools. Districcs which
had been offering from one to four yesars of high sch>ol then
began to improve them snd to compete for the +tuition fees
for further improvensnt.

Towa's stenderd rurel school law, which wss passed in
1919, provided direct State aid Lo the one-room rural schools
For eligibility for this aid, moints were allowed for the
qualifications of the teacher, for-asdequate heating, light-
ing, ventiletion and geritary toilets, for playgrounds eand
supervised play, library fecilities, and otheir provisions
for heelthful and bheppy hours in school. By 1921, 186
schools of 3cott County had met the requirements for stand-
ardization. Of the county's 95 rural schcools, 40 hed ac.
quired state standsrdization by 1942. The Parent-Teachers'
aAssocietion, founded in Iowa in 1899, encouraged the im-
provement of rvval scliools in Scott County, helping +them to
become ceaters »{ social life.

Outs:de of Davenport, the town of ILe Claire had the
pioneer high scnool. Classes higher than the eighth grade
hed veen =2d4ded until in 1904 a three-year high school courne:
teugat by one teacher was offered to 19 students. By 1§09
a four-year high school course was provided. A4 one~y
study of agriculture was starved in 1911, The "homem
course was added in 1916 and menuael training begen' ir
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In the county seat the district schools passed the log
cabin state as the city grew. Immedistely following a per-
iod of faut growth, Davenport hed, by 1858, six school dis-
tricts eacli operating senarately with its own directors. 'In
this year they were consolideted under one head with an
intermedicte schcol wlich vies developing into a high school
as the vpupils Dbecame Pprepared Tfor it. Abram 3. Kissell,
when principal of the grammar school, hed petitioned for the
state legislation which made city supervision vossible. He
then became the first superintendent of +the Davenport
schools, *he first such position in Iowa. He serveld £lso &s
county superintendent from May 1858 until October 185¢.

The early schools of Davenport benefited ty thz influ-
ence of ©Phoebe W, Sudlow. She was teaching a - district
school in Round Grove in 1859 when her remarkable work was
noted by Lbram S. Kissell, then county superintendert. She
was then called to the Davenport 'schools a3 an asslstant.
After two years thore she took full charge of School No. 3,
end became the “irst woman principal of a public school in
the TUnited Stetes., In 1874, she was selected to head the
schools of Davenport end thus became the first woman super-~
intendent of schools in the United States, a position which
she refused to take for a galary lower than that usually
paid to a man. Misgs Sudlow later accepted the Chair of En-
glish at the State University of Iowa, becoming the first
wonianr to hold a professorship there.

Davenport in the 1060's led the Stete in the building
of schoolhouses, Two ware bullt in 1884, each seating 3350
pupiis. Arother, dullt in 1867, seated 700.

Throughout the digtraction of the Civil War, Abram S.
Kissell labored for the betterment of the schools of Scotd.
County and Davenport. In June 1864, he established Towa's
firat +training scliocol for teachers. It was attended by
scnool ofricers and teachurs from both Iowe and 'Illinois and
attracted much attention from leading educatcrs. Kissell
beceme Stete Superintendent of Schools in 1869,

By 1£61, Devenport's intermediate school hed become the
citvy high scinool. A Baptist Church tuilding, remodeled to
house it, w3s uzsd until 1874 when a new building, later the
Lincoln School, was rrovided. Thase quarters in time became
so crowded and obsolete that the Griswold College property
was vurchesed end a new building commenced. When the cor-
nerstone was laid June 19, 1905,the city of Davenport turned
out for a celebration witl brass band music end a paresde in
which the school ehildren marched en masse and sang. The
throe-story building, of rain-drop sandstone &nd pressed
brick, was completed in January 1907.
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The jear the college graduated its first class, 1854,
the c¢ity cut sirwets through the campus =nd  the college
moved to a new stone building. Again, in 1859, the growing
eity markad out the camnus for a new street. This time a
new hcme was gought in Grinnell where Iowea College finally
became Grinnell College.

There was no college west of the Wississippi for women
until the Ledies' College was founded in Dsvenport in 1856,
The building, located on a high Dbluff called ilount Ids,
Loused about sixty young women students from Iuwa and other
states, but a growing debt closed the school in 1859.

WIithin a year after ZIowa College laoft Davenpouns, Gris-
wold Colleze, under ZEpiscopalian management, occu-nied the
vacated building. It included a theological schnol, with
108 sgtudents in 1868, Gifts from eastern fr*ends kept the
schonl going, but in 1872 finaencial difficulti 2s.forced :sus-
pension ol the college of liberal arts, lesving only the
theological scucnl., Young people weore gradually abi.racted
to larger insti-uticns or to wuwniversities for their profes-~
gional trainineg, and Griswold graduated its last cless end
closed 1tas doors in 1888, DBut in 1884, the trustees hed
provided a militery school for boys. A three-story briék-
building naned Nemper Hall had been erected end the institu-~
tion gtarted succesgfully. The gray military uniforms -of
Kemper Hall hovis were ceen in the streets until the school
closed in 1895,

St. Anbrose Collore was esteblished in 1882 by Monsi-
gnor John MchMullen, the first Blshop of Davenport, primerily
to sducate young men for the priesthood. On October 6, 18885,
the collerse waa incorporated under the lzvg of the State and
empovered to confer honors and degrees. Tn 1392 the junior
college was accredited for entrance to the State Universitr.
Pive yoars leter, the institution was admitted as a four-
vear collsge to the North Central Association of Colleges
and Universities. In 1928 St. Ambrose began & high school
department for cdults and held summer sessions.

Aquinss Colilegs, Davenport's first junior c¢ollage for
girls, started ih 1928 as Ter-el-Mur at Immeculate Concep~
tion Acadery end became the Women's Division of St. Ambrose
Collere. From this developed lisrycrcst, Davenport's .firsh
four-year college for women. larycrest, with 102 students,
was opened September 17, 1929, on a seven-and-a-half-acre
cempas on the bluff, Tals included the Max D. Peterson.
home, rensmed Petersou Hall and serving gs the faculty resis
dencce, emd conservatory > music. A new four-story rick
builcéing with full dormitory was completed early in Septemy
1939.
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to 1801 he was deputy stste treasurer. He became a member
of the DriXe University Teculty in 1903. Active in munici-~
'al and stzte affairs in eddition to his career as an educa-
tor, Dr. berriott orgsnized the 3tate Confarence of Chari-
ting and Corrections in 1698, and was director of the Dboard
of the Crildren's Home Society from 19C7 until his death.
In 129 he bzeame s dirsctor of the Bureau of Municipal Re-
gearcn of Iova. IHe belonged +to the American 3ociety of
Invernzvional Law, the Prairie Club, and +the Concordia
society. Frowm 1938 to 1928 Dr. Herriott was a nmember of thé
Des l'oclner Tuterracial Commission. Dr. Heary . MHarmon,
Drake University's president, said, "The loss tc the ciby of
Des loines and the univergity is very genuine, snd cne that
cannot be calculated. e share with the c¢ity this lcss.”

Newspaperc

Andrew Logen, a printer from Pennsylvania, srrived at
Davenport in June 1838 with & primitive wooclen rTrinting
press. Aeting as reporter, cditor, typesetter, etc., é&nd
with the eid of uls sons, he nroduced the first edition of a
Dermocratic paper, The Towe Sun end Devennort end Rock Island
News. It appeared on the morning of August 15, 1823, In
the proopectus, Lomen set out his policy: "...to oppose
every form of tyranny over the mind of men, to enligiten the
wublic mind in relaticn to the true principles of democracy.
We shall devole 2 nortion of our sheet to miscellany, moral
talee, pootry, srnd =%4c., originsl and selectesd, a portion to
foreiyn and domestic nem:." In this four-page weekly, Logan
booated the localitr viporously for four yeers, then sold
out and noved to a Scott County farm.

4L 3hort time Dbefore this, Alfred Senders had chosen
Davenport ss a good locetion for a Whig newspaper. He ar-
rived in ‘fuoust 1343, and the village people crowded around
the wharf +%o see the 7»ress end to help land it. But the
help wesg unfortunate, for they lost control and dropped the
proes inte the river. Despite this initiating bath, hovever,
it wes sccn in operation end printing the county's second
nowspapur, tae Daverport Gazetvte. The Gazette started ss a
four-page voekls, bocame 8 daily in 1354, until the Daven-
port Derioccrat ought it in 1€87. The third newspaper, the
Domocrat fsunei, anccstor of the later Davenport Democrsat,
entered tru field in 1848.

The first steam power printing press in Towa wes set to
work by Sendsrs and Davis to print the Davenport Gazette on
Wovembsr 28, 1835. :
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Lectures had meenwhile been sponsored by other groups,
end many itinerant speakers had come +to town. Talks on
rhrenclogy (with demonstrestions) were popular; it seemed
tuat people enjoyed seeing heeds examined. Morse's tele-
graph was demonstrated in connection with a lecture on
phrenclog; in April 1848. The tenorama was the moving pic-
ture znd newsreel of the fifties and sixties. This, a great
lenrth of canvas on which various subjects were painted, was
unrolled before the audience as the lecuurer explalned the
pictures. The whole thing wusually +took from one to +two
hours. The canves was lighted from the back as well ss the
front, and here end thers a scene was +touched up with a
blaze of colored light.

The manorama was educational, entertaining, or promo-
tional, accordlng to the lecturer s purpose. Oine of the
first was shwn in Dsvenrort in 1852 anu 1853, a penorama
of the World's Feir, plus the overland route to California
(extending from Council Bluffs to San Francisco). One pano-
rama, Haser's Views of the VWorld, was elmost & world tour on
canvas. In 1855 the gold flelas of Chiine and Australis, ana
Commodore's vislt to Japen were illustrated. In 1856 .
voyasze from Dover, anland to Sevastopol, Russia, was shown
vwith scenes from the Crimean Wer, The edvertisement ' ane-
nounced thet 375 gifts would be distributed in the audience.
In 1860 a panoracma of the river Themes ran for two weeks, an
unuguslly long time. It was noted by the locel press as
"the work of an artlct, not of a mere scene daubsr”, from
wiich the readsr wnmay Judpe that the averasge psanorara was
rather lacking as en ertlatic creation.

Cf contemporary interest was Dr. Kane's Arctic Expedi=-
tinn, the cenves of which wes advertised as being more than
Tive miles long. On exhibit with this picture were a sled
dog ond furs from the Arctic.

Additional attractions and music often accompanied the
ranorema. The exhibitions of Ireland and Niagara Falls in-
cluded dramstic skits and an orchestra of harp, violin, and
piano. i

The Turners, ever active in cultural and physical de-
veloprent,begar to bring speakers of note to Davenport 1in
the fifties. Konrad Nizs, the German poet, Fridtzof Nansen,
the MNorwegien suthor and explorer, 9md Terl Schurz were
among their number. Prolessor Louls Agassis came in 1864
and told Devennortesrs of their glacial history. Paul-B..
DuChalllvu lectured in what vas celled '"Frenchy English" : on
"The Gorilla." Josh Billings telked in 1868 on "Milk"™, &
talk whilch "brought sniles, giggles, guffaws and horse
laughs "
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held afterward formed the nucleus of a library fund., In
December, C. H. Eldridge donated 70 books, the foundation
of the 1library. In 1855, George B. Sargent contributed
$500 with the stipulation that the books be made available
to the residents of Davenvort at a charge not exceeding 43
ver year. Five hundred new volumes were purchased and the
library opened soon afterward. Within two vears it had
1,000 volumes and a scientific collection had been started.
During the Civil War its 2,000 books were put in storage.

In 1872 there was a reorganization of the Library Asso-
ciation and an agreement wes made to place a board of women
in orfficial control for an experimental veriod of five years.
Steady progress followed. On July 8 1877, Clarissa C. Coodk,
the widow of Ebenezer Cook, donated $10,000 for the erection
of a building. In November 1877 the cornerstone of the Cook
Memorial Library was laid. When the building was dedicated
in 1878 it was considered the finest structure for its pur-~
Pose in the State. At the time there were 7,000 volumes to
be housed.

It was in Jenuvary 1900 +that Andrew Carnegie, through
the efforts of Alice French and Judge J. F. Dillon, offered
a $50,000 donation to found a free library if the city of
Davenport would furnish a suitable site and agree to support
a library at a cost of $4,000 a year. The vote for the 1lib-
rary tax carried and lr. Carnegie then increased the gift to
$75,000.

The building was ready in the spring of 1904. The 1lib-
rary patronage encouraged growth until, at the close of 1940,
more than 129, 00 volumes wsre 2% the disvosal of 24,000 pa-
trons, including hospital patients who received books at
their bedsides. Twenty branches or stations were estab-
lished to make service convenient to all residents of the
city.

In 1919 C. A. Ficke presented the library with a col-
lection of 113 rare books consisting of manuscripts from the
Orient, specimens of the early presses, end hend-illuminsted
books of the Middle Ages -- the only such collection in
Towa.

The Davenport Historical Society, which grew out of the
historical department of the Davenport Public Museum, built
up a library of thousands of volumses, including city direc-
tories since 1854. and documents formerly belonging to the
rioneers.

The Academy of Natural Science wzs founded December 14,

1867, by & small group of scientists and their friends who
sponsored public lectures on scientific subjects. Professor
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D. 5. Sheldon of Griswold College, a conchologist, was the
first president. Among the early members were Dr. C. C.
Parry, botanist; J. Duncan Putnam, entomologist, and Dr. ¥W.
H. Barris, geologist. The first lecture, entitled "Pantogen,
or the Element of Elements™, was given by Professor G. Hen-
richs of Iowa University, February 15, 1868. The Acadenv’'s
first exhibit, mostly Indian relics and fossils, was dis-
played in a single cabinet. Cooperation with schools in
their scientific work began early to be an important feature
of the Academy's work. . '

In 1873 the Academy undertook the work of mound explo-
ration., After several mounds in Illinois hed been explored,
a number in Scott County vere opened in 1877, .and ¥isided
various objects for study of the ancient inhabitants. More
mounds wsre opened in various localities wuntil the museum
had an outstanding mound builder collection.

By 1877 <the Academy was located in its own building.
Its field graduvally widened to include art and history. In
1886 &a +treatise by Charles Edmund Putnam, <the Zlephent
Pives and Inscribed Tablets in the luseum of Natursl Sci-
ences, Davenport, Iowa, brought num:arous letters of commen-
dation from scientists in all parts of the world.

In 1927, after William C. Putnam had provided an endow-
ment of nearly $500,000, the name of the Academy of Science
was changed to Dsvenport Public Museum. Housing exhibits
of Phoenician, Greek, Roman, ZEgyptlian, Chinese, Japanese,
and Inca civilizations, besides Midwest pionser collections,’
-it was maede an Iowa corporation supported by merbership dues,
gifts, end endovment funds. Its library acguired a working
library of archeology, geclogy, zoology, botany, entomology,
and many vrare old Dbooks. The late Dr. 0. E. Klingeman,
State Curator of Iowa's Department of History and Archives,
1936-1940, served as assistant director of the museum from
1929-1932.

Davenport obtained the second 1licensed broadcasting
station in- America and missed being the first by only 18
hours. Robert ¥. Karlowa, who had been experimenting 1in
Rock Island, began to send out musical programs after the
World Wer ban on civilian broadcasting was lifted. In 1921
Dr. B. J. Palmer of the Palmer School of Chiropractic in
Davenport bought the station, transferred it to Davenport
end applied for a government license. In 1922 he opeped
station WOC, the first in the west, with a. power of Tfive
watts. It soon advanced to 500. Then, in December lggé,
came a boost to 5,000 watts. Devenport was the third city
in the United States to use that much power. WOC was the
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first staticn in the United States to have & children!

s pro-
gram, and the first in Towa 1o send out chain programs.
Davenport®'s station and WHO in Des Moines were the first to

have perfectly synchronized broadcasts.

In 1930 the Central Broadcasting Company was forned,
taking over WOC and WHC. It received permission to Dbuild
a 50,000 watt station at Mitchellville, which was operated
for a time from Davenport.

The Dagvenvort studig closed and lay idle for 18 months;
then in 1934 Dr. Palmer, against Rock Island's rprotcst, ob-
tained permission to reopen WOC. The 0ld eguipment wes sold
and the most modern installed. The 5C,000 watt eantenna was
retained. It opened with R. C. A. Victor high ficdelity
transmitter, and at that time only three others of this type
had been installed in the TUnited States. Dr. B. J. Palmer
became President of the Central Brecadcasting Company.
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THE ARTS IN DAVENFORT

When I hear ebout the drab life
of the Middle West I think to
myself, Davenport wss not like
that.

Flovd Dell

Caleb Atwood, who accompanied a cormmission a»pointed
by President JaCqun to visit the Indians of the uppar Mis
sissippl, reported evidence of drematic talent observed du
‘ing his stay among the * Sacs and Foxes, He wrote: %...0ne
of them makes it his business to take off with mreat effect
the warriors who boast of their exploits...Amons the Indians
of the upper Mississippl the Sauks and Foxes are decidedly
the best sctors and have the greatest varieties of plays...

Bach person who acts is Dalnued and dressed in z anner en-
tirely proper for the part...” No doubt many an amusing act
Wazs put on by the Fox in the nstursl amphitheatsrs of the
hills near kesquakenauk. Keokuk's pantomime befcre eneral
Scott was probably trypical.,

From necessity, the entertainment of the first settle
wes mized well with their herd work. There were comanlty
dences, house raisings volf hunts,znd the populer horse
races whlch all Yfrom the carpenter on the roof tc the mer-
chant behind the counter lsft to witness.™

"J‘

J. M. D. Burrog wrote of 2ll=r days: "Filling the bo
sled full of clean straw, I packed my wife and sbout a,dozen
other ladics in like sardines until the sied was filled.....
would then drive 20 or 25 milss to spend the day with sorne
pioneer friends, leaving =arly in the mornigg and roturning
at midnight, a Jolly crowd." In winter the lce-locka@ river
was alive with sleighs, bobsleds, end skaters, and in the
srringtims they watched the spﬁctacle of the "icc going out

Besidcs the ehteLtaining and thought-proveking ‘lygaum

and lecture courses, popular in the fortics end fiftizs

there were the showboats. Two »f those, tie Floating Tals c

and the Banjo,werc owned by the STAL7m1nb and Rogers Circus

Companv. The 2Peglece was towed bv awcuhﬁr atﬂaper_ but the

Ban]o was self-propelled. Both becats nli.d regudariv up and
own

Im Yy

the Mississippi. Tihe suditorium of the rfaloce segged
1,800 and the gallsry eccormodated 2 tliousend more, Pb351g?s
tne Durty ressrvation ssections, with arm chairs oz 803.
The visit of the Floatins Palace to Davennort, August 7,180%2,
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was announced in the local press as being precsented by the
Speulding and Rogers Circus Company with "music, magic, mel-
odrama, pantomime, farce and tragedy." The engagement in-
cluded a "patriotic National Drama entitled 'The Spirit of
761' introducing several thrilling scenes from the lives of
the Revolutionary heross, 0ld Put, General Washington, and
Mad Anthony Wavne. The whole concluding with a ‘grand tab-
leau in which the 'Father of His Country' mounted on his
charger is borne aloft...on a platform.”

The Banjo's seating capacity was only 800, but the
stage was advertised as "capacious." Minstrel shows were
its chief attraction. On each of the Banjo's first three.
visits to Davenport, Ned Davis'® Minstrel show was heralded
as entertainment with "songs, Jjokes, ballads, operatic
choruses, national melodies, Negro eccentricities and imper-
sonations, dancing stc.™ With the Banjo, on its last visit
to Davenport, May 26, 1838, came the James Raymond, towilng
steamer of the Floating Palace, end shows were given on both.
These ineluded =z burlesque troupe, Dioramic Dissolving Views,
a monkey show, and a balloonascension given on land.

Regular circus companies traveled on = steamers. The
American Arena Company visited Davenport in 1838. They must
have been prepared to entertain the countryside on both
sides of the river, for Davenport alone was a hamlst of only
200 people. The billboard read: "...seats to accommodate
1,000 spectators...They have engaged the best and most dis-
~tinguished riders end the performers of the age...Jock Ming
an humorous and facetious clown, military band of music
etceo.™

Circuses gave dramatic and spectacular performances.
The Arab Slave and The Charioteer's Dilemma were put on by
Crane and Company's Great Oriental Circus, July 1850.
Bedouins of: the Desert and The Tournament were played at Dan
Rice's Hippodrome in September of 1852, Pocahontas Rescuing
Captain Smith came with Van Amburgh's Menagerie. 1n August
1855. The name of Van Amburgh, according to Ernest E.
Calkins, "had more potency in those days than all the Fore-
paughs, Barnums, Baileys, Coles, Coupes, and Ringlings had
later." Scenes from Shakespeare were given by H. M.
Smith's Circus Company in July 1856. St. George and the
Dragon wes presented by L. B. Lent's Circus, May 1857. 0Oc=-
casionally a spectacular feat was added to the circus at-
tractions. In 1860, Tom Watson, English clown of the
Spaulding and Rogers Circus, went down the river "in a com-
‘mon wash tub drawn bv four geese."

In 1857 the Gazette commented on the circus: "...and
vet the people crowded the canvas as though each was a rare
show and the lasst they expected to witness." And in June
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1861: "They will go, and we don't see much harm in it.
Circuses are a kind of peoples' amusement and as such they
will draw crowds.”"™ They brought +the camel, giraffe, ele-
phant, the exciting calliope,and other wonders from the far-
away outside world. Should the circus arrive to c¢onflict
with a lecture course, the lectures suffered. When circus
week came in August 1852, the Gazette inserted a note: "The
circus on last Tuesday - evening was crowded...at the same
time Professor Dodge gave a gratultous lecture on the laws
of life and health...Hlis audience consisted of nine gentle-
men and three lsdies." DBetyeen 1838 and 1883 only one year
pessed without a circus.

DRANA

The English-speaking theater in Davenport appeared in
the forties with tresveling troupes, some of them financially
unstable. When a manager did not advertise 1in the papers
the early press might ignore his coming,and few records were
left of some productions. Davenport decided to tax theatri-
cal exhibitions in 1840. In 1844 the mayor was authorized
to regulate their licensing.

In 1851 Fayette L. (Yankee) Robinson geve entertain-
ments twice = day in a 70 by 40 pavilion with elevstzd sests
for a thousand persons. In 1852 The Drunkerd or The Fallen
Saved wes given by the Robinson Company in a large "water-
proof pavilion with safe elevated sests.” This was typlcal
of the tent shows of the aay.

Before 1853 public enterteinment had been presented in
hotels, churches, schools, the courthouse, or outdoor pavil-
ions, but in that year Antoine Le Claire erected & four-
story building with an auditorium. This was Scott County's
first auditorium. It was lighted with o0il, and wooden tubs
were filled with water for drinking purposes. The acoustics
were Very poor unless the hall was filled. But when a
troupe leesed the hall in lay 1833 under direction of G. J.
Adars, and advertised it as the National Theater, the DIro-
gran vas considered the apex of the young community's dra-
matic aspirations and the acoustics were satisfactory every
night. Among the plays given that season vas William Tell,
with a comic farce on the same bill.

In October 1855 came Sallie St. Claire's Verieties,
which ran for two weeks and put on, smong other plays,
Charles II snd Ledy of Lvons. On September 2, 1856, Hough
and liyers opened the theater with Aiken's version of the
popular Uncle Tom's Cabin, which was presented three times.
Other plays this season inecluded Romeo and Juliet, agd sev-
eral which 'haed been produced by Miss St. Clalre's company
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the year before. After the first two weeks the company

engaged such traveling stars of the day as Xate Denin, and
Lenox, the low comedian.

When the company closed October 18, after the longest
thea@er season up to that time, Davenport hsd reached a pop-
ulation of 6,000 =and the council began to hope that the
plece could support theater productions in English for three
months of the year. The next year, 1857, Gray Heough took
over Le Claire Hall and promised "Three and "one-half months
of first class stars." A popular theater season followed.
Such actors as G. W. Jemison, Anna Senter, and C. W. Caul-
dock, the English tregedian, appeared.

In December 1857, Metropolitan Hall, a new theater with
a balcony, was opened with a concert. It bscame a Tavorite
with lecture fans and theater-goers. Willard Barrows, an
early day historian, wrote in 1859: "The public hells for
the meeting of the masses are -- Metropolitan, the largest
and most brilliant of any...built by R. B. Hill. 04d Fel-
lows Hall, roomy and substantial; Griggs® Hall and Fervin's
+sslarge and pleasant. The German Theater, Lerchen's Hall
and some other of smeller dimensions make up an ample sup-
Plye..”

Tre German Theater, also, was Dbeing used for Fnglish
productions. Here, June 14, 1859, DMcVicker's Company from
Chicago opened and promised plays which had had "a great run
in New York.," They remained for 12 nights and put on The
Bride of Lammermoor, Our American Cousin, Ingomar, and
others which lept the house filled. 3Both German and Ameri-
can newspapers agreed the company wsas the finest that ever
had played in Davenport. At the close of one performance a
brass band gserenaded the +troupes at the Le Clalre House.
When McVicker's Company rang down the curtain on Sam Patch
in France, no one realized it was to be the last American
play performed in Davenport until 1883. The German Theater
alone carried on during the waxr.

The German Theater Society was organized in November
1855 by a group of local German tradesman, musicians,clerks,
and tavern keepers. The membership fee was $5. Many joined
and the money, with other contributions, was used for the
erection of a small theater, 80 by 20 feet. The labor was
donated by the members, December 10, 1855, the Tfirst play
was produced, Einer Muss Heirathen (One Must Marry). There
was dancing afterward, a custom that persisted throughout
the life of the society. Two women had parts in the play.
The Germens considered it quite proper for a woman to appear
on the stage, in contrast to a prevalent NMidwestern opinion
of that day. Nineteen performances vwere given that winter,
all to crowded houses.
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Within the year the society decided that /oy
theater was needed, and in 1856 B.YH. Lahrman erectzd éa§§§f
story building with a theater on the second floor, 40 by 74
fee§. _Its seating capscity was 700 with the éeats in a
seml-circle. The stage was 13 feet high, 21 fzet botween
th@ wings, and 26 feet in depth. The curtain carried =
pa1n§ed scene from Dream in .Arcadia. The gas-lichted h=21l .
was joyously opened with a concert end ball on October 20,
1856. A three-act play was presented on the new stage =&

veek later, the first of 21 performences for the sesson of
1856-57,

The next season opened on October 28, 1857, with School
of Love. The new theater had been redecorated, snd om ths
curtain a garden scene was painted, with a statue of Thalis
rainted as the focal point. A bust of Schiller wss cn the
Tight of +the proscenium, end one of Goethe on the 1laft.
Twenty-eight productions followed,including Wolfe's four-sct
Preciosa, Schiller's Kobale und Liebe (Intriguss and Love),
Der Vetter (The Cousin), Die Rauber (The Robbers), Junker
und Knecht (Master and Slave). 1In the last wplay, rerr
Spitnas, once of the Baltimore Theater, tock »art. He
thereafter became a resident of Daverport and boosted the
theater. This season, 1857-58, marked the beginning of the
Sunday theater in Davenport. Plays vere subsequently held
on Sundays, first in Lahrman's Hall and later in the Tivolil
Theater and in the Othello Gardens, an open alr resori
Programs began in the gsrdens at 8 p. m. and were followed
by dancing. The plan spread to the othsr outdoor resorts.
" These theaters, with their somewhat crude stages,left much
to be desired. But their fame spreasd, and they received
more and more support.

The theater society continued to grow and prosper.in
cooperation with the Turners. The first living tebleau dis-
pla& was given with the celebration by the Turners of the
one hundredth birthday of Schiller, when six of then were
arrenged during the recitation Die Burgschaft (The Bail).
This type of entertainment became popular.

The first German production of Shakespeare, 3chlegel's
translation of Romeo and Juliet, was presented on Febr?ary
3, 1862, This year several military plays were also 5fveq
and a benefit for wounded soldiers. Other performaﬁpes were
William Tell and Victor Hugo's Lucretia Borg:.a. ;he.local
Engzlish newspapers began to promote'further interest 1n Ehe
German Theater, which had becore a nighly popu}ar theater
among English-speaking psople as well as among the Germans.

i i T e theater
For some time there hed been a desire IOT .
that could be owned end operated by the Theatsr Society and
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other German societies instead of by one man, as wa

Men's Hall, A building was neededy compris{ng a ihegigi
club room, reading room, Turner Hall, and & bar and billiard
room. dkIn 1862 the dream began to materialize and by Novenm-
Qer a $30,000 building was nearly complete, Tts opening on
@ovember S with a concert and ball, with many English-speak-
ing Davenport citizens present, marked the beginning of a
Ssuccessful 48-year period of dramatic activity.

The society maintained its eamateur status until 1872

Wpen the Turners bought the theater and John Bill became thé
director of a professional German group. In 1886. a new
Turner Hall and Grand Opera House was built and +there the
German Theater continued until 1910. Throughout its exis-
tence the seme German pleys were given as were presented by
the noted German company in the Thalia, the Germania, and
the famous Irving Place Theater of New York. Both of the
garly theaters, German and American, proved a unifving force
in the social and intellectual growth of Davenport.

In lighter entertainment, early Davenport had the best
of minstrel shows. Fifty were given from 1854 to 1862 =znd
minstrels were welcomed for many vecrs thereafter. Most of”
these, however, were visiting troupes and did not represent
any musical or dramatic effort on the part of Davenport.
The visits of the Campbell Minstrels were espscially populan
Their company always included a band which played in front
of the hall before opening. Drametic skits such as The
Great Railroad Smash Up and Life in 014 Virginia were part
of the program.

The Burtis Opera House, pride of theater-goers, was
built in 1867, at a cost of $100,000. It seated 2,000 per-
sons. In the reserved seats sat ladies in silken gowns with
basque waists, voluminous skirts and bustles, their tiny
hats perched above "frizzy" bangs. By their sides sat
gentlemen in long skirted coats, stiff collars, and wide,
soft tises. Their walrus mustaches, sideburns, or flowing
beards were carefully trimmed. In the gallery sat a  group
less well-groomed, not willing or perhaps not able to pay
the highest prices. There too, in the twenty-five cent
seats, sat yvoungsters who munched peanuts, laughed and yelled
and demanded full enjoyment for their gquarters. The audi-
ence alternately hissed the villain and applauded the hero
and the wopnen wept at the triasls of the heroine. Melodrama
died 2 slow death.

Behind the footlights of the Burtis snd its competitor
the Grand, which opened in 1888, came Ssreh Bernhardt,
finnie M. Fiske, Mr. end Mrs. John Drew, Edwin Booth, Maude
Adams, Robert Mantell, Viola Allen, GWeber and Fislds, agd
otheTr outstanding performers. They found appreciative audi-
ences until the twentieth century brought entertainment of
other sorts.
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William M. Qakes in 1878 organized the Emerald Dramatic
Club, 2nd directed the production of its first series of
plays. The club rehearsed in the first St. Marguerite's
schoolhouse. Father Cosgrove, later Bishop of the Davenport
Diocese, criticized and coached the group. They staged mnany
0ld Irish pleys, both serious and comic, in the Burtis Opera
House. The club disbanded in the late eighties. From these
amateurs came the nationally known dancing team of Conwell
and 0'Day. Robert J. Conwell started as a jieg end tap
dancer in small wvaudeville houses in 1889. In 1896 Pete
0'Day Jjolned him as soft shoe dencer., The team soon became
ace performers playing Keith's Orpheum, Columbia, and other
big vaudeville circuits in the TUnited States and Canada.
They were billed as hesdliners on theater programs with Weber
and Flelds, Lillian Russell, Zve Tanguay and many other
stage celebrities., The team retired from the stage in 1925,
when vaudeville was discarded.

In the eighties and nineties pageants were wopular.
Leading citizens led torchlight processions in political
campaigns. Lodges, grandly costumed, formed long parades on
special days. Business men competed for civie favor with
gaily~decorated floats, led by queens of beauty escorted by
gallants on horseback. The first river carnival was put on
in the eighties and home talent productions such as Pinafore
and The Mikado were staged for benefits.

Both Susan Glaspell and George Cran Cook, who were to
be the leaders of the famous Provincetowm Players in New
York, grew up in Davenport where the drame hed flourished in
tlie infant days of Iowa's statehood. Both of these writers
are discussed below; they wrote and directed plays, and to
them goes the credit for developing many playwrights and
actors who later became pre-eminent.

A German group called Claus Groth Guild was established
in Devenport in 1890. Guild Hall, which was dediceted in
1891, contained a small theater and Jounn Berwald, a former
mayor of Davenport, inaugurated a <theater project far the
gsociety. Occasionally a play was produced in the German
language.

In time the use of the building es a social center for
the Guild dwindled. The Devenport Friendly Socizty bought
the bulilding in 1918 and remodeled it as Friendly House, a
community house with a stage and an auditorium seating 1,800,
But interest in drama waned during the first decades of the
twentieth century.

Then Davenport's amateur theater group, The Masquers,
was organized as a permanent organization in 1933. It grew
out of classes which had studied dramatics end put on plays
in Friendly House for several years. -

~
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} The Masquers put on four plays during the season of
1933-34: The Stage Door, The Queen's Husband, Night Must

Fall,and the Three Cornered Moon. £Xach was considered a
guccess.

After 1934 the group presented 23 three-act and sever-
al one-act plays. It participated in seven drama festivals
at Iowa City and received three ratings as superior and four
as excellent., The group has also put on radio programs in
connection with the Community Chest, Red Cross, and Centen-
nisl. Any vresident of the Tri-Cities interested in dra-
matics has always been welcome to try for a part. In 1943
there were 16 active and 41 assoclate members with Louise
furphy as director of plays. '

MUSIC

Some of the earliest residents of Devenport were musi-
cians; Antoine Le Claire snd G. C. R. Mitchell played violins
and there were other plavers as well. When the TFourth of
July wes celebrated in Davenport in 1837, a band composed of
two snare drums, a bass drum, end a fife marched at the head
of the parade to the picnic grounds. The music in’ St.
Anthony's Church, when it was dedicated Nay 23, 1839, was
furnished by a flute, a clarinet, a cello, end & violin. 1In
1842 the Gazette exclaimed, "There are few towns of our size
that can boast a full band of nusic.®™ This was the Le
Claire Band. Its instrumentation is unknown, but must have
been scanty, for at first it was difficult to obtain support
for & local band at all. Jhken in 1844 4ntoine Le Claire
submitted a bill for band instruments to the city council,
it was rejected. But a band was formed on July 13, 1848,
under the direction of John Pope, and gave concerts for
several years. :

In 1847 Latthias Rholfs, who brought his piano with him
from Germany, wes practicing one evening and heard a conmo-
tion outside. TUpon investigating, he found a group of In-
dians listening wide-eyed to his music. He invited them in-
side and played for them. This was Davenport's first piano
recital. ' :

Chorel groups were nore Numerous than bands or orches-
tras at Tfirst. In 1844 an American singing soclety was
formed, but it was overshadowed vhen Matthias J. Rholfs or-
ganized s German inging society in 1851 with Gustav
Schlegel as leader. It became the long-lived DMannerchor,
and won Tirst place at & saengerfest held at Cincinnati in
1852, Charles Biederbecke, alsc, was an early director.
In Chicago at the four-day music festival of 1857 1t won
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second place. The following year the Northwestern Szenger-
bund? Festivel was held in Davenport, June 30, July 1, and 2,
and included all the Germen singing groups from the North-
western states.

Although the first grand opera to visit Davenmort was
presented by Lotti's troupe in Faust in 1867, there was in-
terest in opera 1in the early fifties. An elaborate chil-
dren's concert, advertised as a miscellansous ocratorio, weas
given on September 10, 1851, with local children taking part
in Day in Arcadia as "shepherds and shepherdesses."” The
first operetta, announced as The Forest Festival, was pro-
duced in Le Claire Hall June 16 and 17, 1858, representing
"scenes in Fairylend." Two hundred local ™lsdies =nd riszed
were in the cast. The stage Lad been enlarged end mede to
represent, according to the Gazette, & "Green Lawn covered
with forest trees -- the ground ornamented with shrubbery
and flowers." A full orchestra played ané, whether or not
it deserved nerit, there was "immense epplause.”

The prima donna Teresa Parodi came to Dsvenport with
the Parodi-Strakosch Company on June 19, 1858, The fevor-
able reception made the Gazette express hope that other
artists would "forsake the metropolitan orbits in which they
are accustomed to revolve znd shed some of their brillisncy
on our up the river towns.” Two months later came Adelina
Patti with the famous Norwegian violinist, Ole Bull. Other
notable singers followed., Isadore Clark, who had had an eX-
tensive concert career in Germany =nd Italy, came in June
1858, and sang Italien and German operatic selectiong.
Elena D'Angri, of the Italian Opera House in Paris, came 1n
the same month with the violinist Henri Vieuxtemps. At th%s
concert the noted violinist played work of his own CcoOmposl-
tion. The famed Robert Schumann seid of Vieuxtemps‘after a
concert in Leipzig in 1834, ™His playing is as beautiful end
fragrant as a flower...one can Wwell think pf Pagannini.”
After the building of thz Burtis Opera House 1n 1867, Yadone
Schumann-Heink, Mary Garden, Galli-Curcil, gnd Alrnia Gluck,
and a long procession of the favorite ertists of the day
were heard in Davenport.

The Devenport Philhsrmonic Society was organized' in
1856. Wnen the Netropolitan Theater opened, the Phil-
harmonic Society presented the opening with a company of 60,
with selections from Mendelssohn, Hendel, Beethoven, and
Gounod. Membership in the society was llml?ed to those of
advanced atteinments in music, end vas restricted by vote.
This led to some hostility and was called.by Asa Bull, rusic
store proprietor, a "contemptiple...arlstocr%th musical
faction.” But the soclety continued for manﬁ 3Etrs as a
prominent organization. Another popular group wai1uhe Coi—
cordia society founded in 1859. In 1866 the llendelssohn
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Society, similer to the Philharmonic, ‘was formed. It .also
gave concerts in the Burtis House, with Strasser lzading its
orchestra. The churches, too, had developed small choral
groups. Davenvort fairly rang with music.

In 1851, Jacob Strasser arrived. He was a bookkeeper
by trade and a musician who, sccording to Charless Edwerd
Russell, "labored with the =zeal and sometimes I think with
the tortures of the early martyrs to keep open the nusical
sanctuary."” He held together an orchestra of enthusisstie
German amateurs, and organized +the DeBerlot Quartet, in
which a Dr. Braunlich played the violin-cello, Strasser
conducted the orchestra at the German Theater and the Garman
Union Brass Band, which furnished mnusic for balls, parties,
excursions, end celebrations. The latter is mentioned in
the 0ld city directory =as having ™a very fine band wagon.®
Residents thrilied at the sight of this wagon end the play-
ing of the l4-piece band under the competent Jacob Strasser.

Other pioneering instrumental music groups were White's
Cotillion Band, a dance organization, with "first =2nd second
violin, clarinet, flute, cornet, first and second trumpet,
first and second French horn, first baritone and contrabassh,
and Storm's Brass and Strings Band, and the German Rifle Band
also led by Storm.

With the advent of the Cilvil War, lnterest in nusic
suffered terribly, for away to the front marched the German
musicians with their Scottish, English, and Irish comrades.
Forty-fiur.. from Scott County, including Jacob Strasser wib
led ' a regimented band, were classified 1in the army as bu-
glers and rnusicians.

New bands formed at home during the war were not of a
lasting quality, although concerts were given at the court-
house. After the war, Strasser, while earning his living as
a bookkeeper 1in a bank, continued his devotion to music
until he died, a neriod of 60 years. A "kind of amiable
lunatic", as he was considered by some, he was aided by
Charles Luppy, who had receilved musical training in a mili-
tary school 1in Germany and had been a bandmaster 1n the
United States Army. A picture of Strasser's band taken in
1874 shows that one member played a sexophone, probably the
first played in a local band west.of the Mississippi.

The Great Western, another popular and long-lived local
band, appeared in 1873 with Storm as its lesder. Ienry Res-
torff. also led this band and did much to raise band stand-
ards. Albert Petersen, Peter Tisdermann, and ZErnsst O0tto
led active bands of later days. There were numerous frater-
nal bands along the way, &nd a bcrs® band in which many rwu-
siciens were trained.
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Theodore Thomas and his orchestra came to Davenport in
1877. Charles Edwerd Russell wrote of this visit: "...to
all impressionable persons hearing that concert, life was
never the same afterward...Not only music had a new meaning,
sc had everything else that was beautiful...Dr. Braunlich
and his violin-cello took on a new and interesting signifi-
cance...Musical interest passed out of the bounds of 'Dutch-

town ' where before 1t had maintsimmed an almost exclusive
habitat.™

The German Rifle Association, in 1870, obtained land
for a playground, an area that was to mean wmuch to the
music-loving Germans. A band pevilion was built, and the
park was dedicated on June 12, 1870. The event began with
parades of the German fraternal and musical organizations.
From that time, in agreesble weather, Schuetzen Park was a
favorite resort of music lovers. Refreshments were served
at tables Tor those who wished them, for others there were a
thousand seats in front of the pavilion. Strains of nusic,
cld end new, filled the air; waltzes, polkas, =2nd selections
from operas. There were uellghtful promenade dances and the
crowd often sang together. They sang songs of love, of hero-
ism, of springtime, and most of all a song of freedom,
Freiheit, Die Tch Meine (Freedom, which I love).

A new band shell, from which the music could be heard
from a grester distance, was dediceted in 1895. For this
event, excursions were arranged from Dubuque and other
cities. Visiting singesr formed a mass chorus. A mammoth
band, directed by Jacou Strasser, plaved. An ice palasce was
erected on the ground, especially for the dedication event,
and 12 Meskwaki Indians in colorful native costume encamped
in the shooting hall.

In the 050 years of the park's history, besides local
musicians, some of the noted outside mnusical organizetions
were eng aged Patrick Gilmore (the Boston bandmaster), a
German Cavaxry band, a German Navy band, ILiberitti‘ts b?ﬁd
all came to Schuetzen Park.

Meanwhile, there was great activity aniong other groups
in bringing able musicians to Devenport. ©Pat Rooney, author
of the soug, Little Annie Roocney, popular in the nineties,
brought his New York Star Conblnatlon Band and Orchestra to
the Burtis Opera House 1n 1885, And among others came Dan
Godfrey and his Coldstream Guards Band from ZEngland, and
Chiaffarrelli's Italian Banda. In the middle nineties, pa-
trons of the DBurtis House thrilled to the music of Sousa.
Some never Tforgot his snowy-haired bass drum plaver who
handled his instrument with such a flourish thet he nearly
"stole the show."™ Sousa playsd in Davennort twice later.
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Thie world renowned planist, Ignace Paderewski, appeared in

Davenport, as did Jan Xubelik, the violinist, and later
Arturo Toscanini, the conductor.

There was light music and fun in the olden days, too.
At Turner Hell, a local band played for social entertain-
ments and. dancing. After the final number, the mnembers
Would.line up facing the locality where they lived and start
marcaing home, playing a lively air. One by one they drop-
pe@ out es they reached their homes, until one &alone re-
malned? playing his solitary instrument the rest of the way.
There is a story of the Burns Club which came to include SO
many German members that the Scottish song leader, Hay
Donald Maclieyer, rollsd his r's to the singing of:

Ich bin der Doktar Eisenbart
Villey, Villey vic tum bcom.

In 1945, the Davenport Music Students® Club, organized
in the winter of 1884, was considered to be the oldest such
club existing in Iowa., In 1893 its members presented a »Tro-~
gram at the World Fair in Chicago and won fourth place among
the clubs of the Nation.

Davenport was chosen for the Northwestern Saengerfest
of 1898. For this, & special coliseum and stage had to be
erected, Tor there was no stage in Davenport that would hold
the singers. Theodore Reese was sent out to drill the sing-
ing groups in 30 or more citiss for their parts in the con-
certs. When the singing societies began to arrive in Daven-
port during the last weel of July, thsir trains were met by
lively bands. The male cliorus alone numbered 1,200. Rows
of cots in hotels and homes had to be preovided to accommo-
date the thousands of visitors who ceme to h=ar the sginging.
Music writers and critics ceme, including the vetsran critic
Hens Balatka, onee a choral director in Vienna and later
leader of the Philharmonic Orchestra of Chicago. The West-
ern Union Telegraph Company imported German operators who
worlkked all night to get stories to the morning psepers. When
the choruses rang out, music lovers +thrilled to the superb

tone and volune.

In 1907 the National Saengerfest of 1,2C0 voices was
held in Dsvenport, and directed by Irnest Otte. This type
of festivsl was then on its way out, =nd hss since disap-
peared., The vear 1216 saw the last of Schuetzen Park and
its promenadss, and throughout the Worlé War, German songs
were banned. .

In 1916 the Tri-City Symphony Orchestra was organized
in Davenport. It was the first symphony orchestra in Iowa.
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Ludwig Becker was engaged as the first conductor and contin-
ued to lead the orchestra utnil 1934. He had sat for years
among the first violins under the baton of Theodoré Thomes.
According to Musical Iowana, the Tri-City Symphony Orchestra
"became one of the outstanding organizations of its type in
America.” In 1940 and 1941 it numbered about 80 players and
gave three concerts a season. It has presented some of the
world's great artists. A Junior Auxiliary was created to
assist talented boys and girls.

When, during the river improvement program in the
1930's, a new park was formed along the levee, the Wilma
Petersen Memorial Music Pavilion was erected at the west
end. A trust fund was put aside by a relative of Wilma
Petersen, a Davenport musician who had died a short time be-
fore, the income to be used for giving free band concerts.
It Wasdat this time the Tri-City Music Association was or-
ganized.

Davenport has not been without creative genius in music
Leon (Bix) Biederbecke, grandson of Charles  Bilederbecke,
band director of the 1850's, was born in Davenvort in 1903.
He became a nationallw known trumpster; both performer and
composer. In a Mist, Candlelight, and In the Dark are among
his popular compositions. His musical career began in his
teens, when he plsyed the +trumpet on the showboats of the
southern Mississippi. As one of the first band mnusiclans
to utilize the Negro style of playing, he was an outstanding
exporent of improvisation, which, as a feature of swing, had
its origin in folk music, esnn01ally that of the Negro.
Biederbecke developed into a cornetist of such orlglnallty
and ability that his plav1nc technique influenced both Jazz
and other American music. Leon Biederbecke died in New
York in 1931,

PATNTING

In the spring of 1845, a tall, thin man of 40 ysars ar-
rived in Davenport from St. Louis. His long bleck hair,
whiskers end mustache and his restless brown eyec emphasized
his worn, haggard appearance, doubtless the Tesult of a
battle for the bare means of subsistence. The settlers soon
learned that he was Johann Casper Wilde, an artist and lith-
ographer, a native of Zurich, Switzerlend. In St. Louls he
had illustrated the perlodlﬂaT The Valley of the lMissis-
sippi, Illustreted. He had v151ted Davenport in 1844 and
painted an oil landscape of the 1town with the river, Fort
Armstrong, and Rock Island. In this picture, now in the
Davenport public museum, the slumbering green Triverbanks,
unsp011ed by inroads of progress, are quiet and pastoral.
Against the background stand the cabin-like frame houses of
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early Davenport. Here and there a red brick structure dots
the hillside. Trees, shrubs, a team, some cattle, and even
deer are in the foreground. Colored lithographs of the
picture were made for sale but very few persons bought ther.

It is not known why Wilde came to Davenport, only then
emerging from its crude frontier ways, but one can easily
imagine the attraction of the place to a sensitive nature.
7ilde was usually very serious and melancholy, but a small
0il peinting he did in 18486 indicates his sense of humor,
although he was ill at the time. In this sketch his fancy
roaned to the ferry landing of early Davenport, with Fort
Armstrong in the background. Near the ferry house and bell
pole appear +three residents. DPortly Antoine Le Claire 1is
seated in his buggy, drawn by a white horse. DBeside the
buggy stand ' Dburly, congenial storekeeper Gilbert McEKnown
and Sam Fisher, the best fisherman and story teller in town.
Another man is ringing the bell for the ferryman. The three
men seem t0 be engaged in animated conversation. Sam Fisher
is making a characteristic gesture. One leg of his trousers
is rclled up to the top of one boot, the other 1is down to
the ground. The picture came intc the possession of Judge
G. C. R. Mitchell where it became a family heirloom. It was
finally presented to the State Historical Society of Iowa.

7ilde finished a few art commissions end began a second
painting of Davenport but it was never completed. He dled
in Davenvort in the summer of 1846, homesick for the beauty
of his native Zurich. It may have been Dbecause of his ac-
tivity that two vears later, in 1848, there was a demend for
paintings end a slowly developing appreciation of art in
Davenport. The Keokuk Dispatch, August 3, 1848, advised ™if
you have fine paintings to sell, send them to Davenport.”

Ttalian image' vendors visited the town in 1842. The
Gazette's editor must have been a 1little contemptuous of
their ornamental nicknacks when in 1852 he mentioned a
vendor in +town with "little plaster imsges of juvenilé
angels, vases of unclassified bloomers (artificial flowers),
cross-kneed boys and knock-kneed dogs...disposing of Lis
rares 'sheep for & shilling.'"

Davenport began to sxpand in the early fifties, and the
town's prosperity, especially when the population became
Furopean, encouraged esthetic surroundings. Many imposing
homes were built end in them -- even then -~ vwere sSone rich
mahogany furnishings, gleaming endirons, eand grandfather's
clocks.,

In July 1854 a }Mr. Kelly and a Lr. Biair opened classes

in painting and engraving, and in 1856 a landscepe and por-
trait painter, J. C. Wolfe, opened a studio and solicited
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comnissions. In the same year a Mr. Morris arranged a col-
lection of oill paintings which were sold at auction December
1¢. TFifty-five were bought in a vary few mninutes. One,
November Day, Children Going to School, sold for &42 which,
according to the Gazette, was "much wnder 1its real value
owing to the fluctuations of gas light, which went out en-
tirely before the sale was closed.®”

Davenport remalned a pornular art subject in the fifties.
Two landscapes of early Davenport were painted for Antoine
Le Claire in 1856 by TFrancois ¥Waugh, sn uncle of Frederick
Weugh, the marine painter. In 1857, the historian Franc E.
Wilkie mentioned Mrs. Codding, princival of the Ladiss' Col-
lege, "whose principal work is a painting of Davenport which
for fidelity is scarcely excelled.”™ Portraits also were in
great demand.,

In 1859, the Gazette mentioned two paintings by Dubufe
of Adem snd Eve, portraving the Temptation and the IExpul-
sion. These were displaved on August 14 at Wesley Chapel.
The admission price was 25 cents. The growing inter~st in
art was crystallized vhen in 1864 an art supervisor was
added to the Davenport public school faculty, the first such
position in Iowa.

Several years passed before an organized rprogram for
art appreciation was begun for adults. The Bric-a-brac Club,
a society of voung ladies, held an art exhibition. February
22, 1878, applving +the adnissilon fees +to the fund of the
Women's Centennisl Association. Among the pictures lent for
the exhibit, the following were noted in the »ress: ...Mr.
Stewart Ells exhibits an original etching by hembrandt. Dr.
Farquharson haes an original Benjamin West TJbesides fine old
copiss of Carlo Doche...lirs. William Penn Clarke two studies
by Shepherd, an old Negro woman and a man. Colonel Flagler
has a head by Paul Weber...Father Roles of Rock Island has
loaned several pictures of great antiquity."™ The exhibit
was kept open for a week and considered very successful.
Two vears later the Davenport Art Assocletion was formed,
the forerunner of the Tri-City Art League. Sketching groups
and various other art study classes developed.

When the Academy of Sciences opened its new building in
1878 it had one room with high windows and a siylight,
planned to be an art gallesry. Artificial lighting was sup-
plied by means of a gas pipe, with numerous jels set high
above the paintings and several feet from the wall,producing
as soft and even.a light &8 could thean be had. TFor the
opening, the new Davenport Art Association borrowed an ex-
hibtit. Seventy-nine pictures were loaned by William Penn
Clarke,who owned the largest collection of reproductioms of
masterpieces in the city. There were paintings by local
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artists and originals by Ford, Moran, and Turner. The ex-
hibit's success encouraged a succession by both professionsl
and amateurs, sponsored by the Academy of Sciences. The
Academy alsc cooperated with the schools in their art pro-
grams.

The wealthiest citizens began to collect original
paintings, mostly landscapes and portraits. Some had murals
executed in their homes. Travelers to Europe brought home
examples of French and Gsrman art.

In 19210 there grew from the Davenport Art Assoclation
and the wvarious study groups. an organization called the
Tri-City Art League,in which Roberta Hostetler of Davenport
was an outstanding lesader. Many Davenport, Rock Island, and
Moline citizens contributed both time and money. The league
rented rooms, engaged art instructors and arranged exhibits,
offzring prizes for excellence of work.

Morris Spielberger of Chicago was the League's first
paid director and Herman MNore, who later became curator of
the Whitney MNuseum of American Art in New York, wes 1its
first yesr-round director., R. J. McKinney was one of the
professional artists engaged as a teachsr.

Charles A. Ficke, a wealthy Davenvort art student and
patron, traveled and acquired paintings in foreign countries
until he owned & collection representative of ZFEuroprean art
since the fourteenth century as well as American items. De-
scended from German immigrants who had prospered in Scott
County, he determined to repay in some measure the debt that
he felt he owed to his chiléhood home. In 1925 he founded
the Davenport Municipal Art Gellery with a donation to the
city of 330 paintings to be put on exhibit free to the pub-
lic. TFinding that there was no provision in the Code of
Towa for the civic ownership of art objects, a Davenport
groun went to the State Legislature and persuaded them to
amend the Iowa law so as to meke the gift acceptable. The
city council then passed the ordinance legalizing a munici-
pal art gallery, and Davenport opened the first rmunicipal
gallery in America. '

The gift hed one restriction, that the collection Dbe
properly housed. But a patron saw possibilities in an old
armory, & location where the gallery would be accessible to
21l of the people. The Chicago Art Institute sent & group
of sdvisors to plan its interior arrangements. A few ob-
jected thet the collection probably was not worth the cost
of remodeling the building, and Robert Harshe, a great Amer-
ican art authority, was engaged to appraise its value, His
report, valuing the collection at half a million dollars,
ended this tvpe of protest. R. J. McKinney beceame the gal-
lery's first director.
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It soon became a noted art home., Three hundred and
fprty-one original paintings and 500 Japanese paintings on
silk have been added since 1926, besides collections of
ggmeos and wood cuts, and Dr. Lindley's contribution of a
$95,000 miscellaneous art collection. The gallery has =21so
been presented with the Carnegie art library of 5,000 vol-
umes, valued at $12,000. The building became the Center of
the Tri-City art activities, presenting noteworthy exhibits
and talks by prominent artists. The Tri-City Art Le=2gue vas
merged into the new TFriends of Art, which began to foster
plays, musicals, and all forms of the fine arts. It spon-
s::ored a free art school which offered instruction to chil-
aren as well as adults.

The gallery became steadily more popular and its atten-
dance exceeded 2,000 a month. A part of the tresasures have
always been saccessible to other institutions. The Davenport,
Rock Island, and Xoline schools are constant borrowers, The
walls of the Dszvenport Chamber of Commerce, the public 1lib-
rery, and the Y. M. C. A, Dbuildings have been continuously
adorned with frequently changed loans of paintings. The
colleges within a radius of 100 miles cbtain exhibits, and
distant art galleries request the loans of unusual items.

Xarl Tree, Assistant Curator of Graphic Arts in the
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York City, was born in
Davenport Nay 16, 1903. While employed as a draftsman In
a Davenport factorv,he studied at the Tri-City Art League
upder the instruction of Hsrman lfore. He was awarded a
three-year scholarship for meritorious work and resumed
study at the Art Students' League of New York. He later
spent two years in European art centers. Since the founding
of the Whitney luseum of American Art in 1930, Xerl Free has
besn its assistant curator of graphic arts. In 1933, with
great competition, he was awarded the commission of painting
Huguenots in Florida and Arrival of Mail et New Amsterdsm
for the post office building iIn Washington, D. C. He has
since painted a mural for the post office building at
Princeton, New Jersey. 1In the Whitney Museum are hisz Land-
scape, Oyster Bay and ZEntry of the White House. His Wind-
blown Trses and Fantasia are in the luseum of Modern Art,
New vork, and his Rising Storm is in the Davenport Municipal
Art Gallery. ,

Perhaps no work of art in Davenport wes more appre-
ciated by Davenporters then the Centennial Mural adorning
the wall of the TFirst National Bark bullding. It was
painted by Iielen J. Hinrichasen, & resident of Davenport, and
presented to the city by Charles Walgreen., The painting, 30
by & feet, deplcts three eras of local history, the Indians,
the Pioneers, and the Builders.
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Mrs. Hinrichsen's Rotundities, a portraiture of Grant
Wood and John Stewart Curry, won fourth place 1in figure
painting in the TIowa Art Salon in 1934, and the next year
was accepted by the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts for
exhibition. The same y=zar her Cosmic Urge was accepted for
Iowa's traveling art exhibit. Another of her popular paint-
ings 1s TFermers' Holidav. In 1937 she painted Prairie
Pioneer, an historicel mural, for the Masonic Temple 1in
Cherokee, Iowa, :

Iiram Thompson, a former student at the Tri-Cities Art
League, painted for the Davenport Trust and Savings Bank
building the mural depicting the treaty between the Govern-
ment and the Sac and Fox Indians. Other prominent muralists
are Albert G. Hull, who painted the & by 1l8-foot historical
mural in the museum of the Rock Island arsenal, John Bloom,
who executed murals in adjacent counties, and Criss Glazell,
director in the Sioux City Art Center, who won second place
in o0il landscape with his Winter at the Iowa Art Salon in
1941,

Among other artists living in Davenport are Loulse
Grilk snd Grace French Evans; the miniature painter, Edna A.
Robertson;and Virginia R. French, whose pastel Alma Lee won
fourth prize in the Iowa Art Salon in 1929. Miss French has
sold an etching, & pestel, and a painting to the Davenport
funicipal Art Gellery and hss twice won the Tri-City art
prize. James A. Kelley, a commercial artist, 1llustrated
L. W. Ramsey's travel book, Time Ouf for Adventure.

George Antone Keller, a Davenport plumber-who had never
studied art, won first award for a plestic in the Davenport
Tri-City exhibit in 1934. His subject, The Stoker, depicted
life-size a brawny worker wielding a scoop shovel. It won
a zold medal for work of distinction in the all-Iowa Exhibit
in 1937, The next year it won first place in plastic in the
Midwestern Artists' exhibit. Carl F. Heeschen won first
place in sculpture with his Man and Beast in the Iowa Art
Salon of 1941, where John Bloom won third plece with his
Snake Charmer.

The interest of patrons who have contributed time end
money in the interest of the arts has been sustained. Dr.
A. L. Hagenboeck, a prominent surgeon of Davenport, was an
earnest art student and critic. IHe lectured on the history
of art once a vear for ten years at the University of Towa.

Dr. C. T. Lindley, one of the first presidents of the
Tri-City Lebor Congress, strove constantly to 1interest the
workers in art. Several ertists of the city owe their suc-
cess to his friendly 2id znd criticism.
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LITERATURE

Frank Luther Mott, head of the School of Journalism of
Towa State University,wrote, "Three elements of background
are desirable and possibly necessary to literary production--
the natural, the historical and the cultural.”™ These cle- .
ments overlepped in Davennort. Its writers would possibly:
add the unnemed influence which Cowper Powys wrote "yas
exercised upon wmy- nature Dby the psychic aurs diffused
throughout the vast land from the 1life of the aboriginal
Indians." '

Floyd Dell, of the modern writers' group, said, "Dav-
enport was what it was because it was so lergsly Geruen and
Jewish, with an 1848 European revolutionary foundation, and
a liberal and socialist superstructure. There was aisoc some
native American mysticism in the picture...The town hed the
bravado of an o0ld Mississippl riverport...It had 1its nose
not too closely pressed against the grindstone of practical
fact.™

Undoubtedly, Davenport was not only a home for Europeen
refugees, but a place where freedom of expression was always
fostered. The early literary clubs, theater societies, and
musical groups were the first vehicles of expression.

Although most of the group of authors who becane noted
left Dsvenport to seeck the contacts of a wider literary
world, vet the city end its couragecus builders appear in
their works. TFrom the earlicst day of settlement, material
irresistible to writers was stored up in the annals of Scott
County. Towa's first saga of the prairies, the Life of
Black Hawk, dictatsd to Le Claire in 1833, was trenslated %o
English by Le Cleire himself. It was written by J. B, Pat-
terson of Rock Island in 1834, & tragic chapter in the ais-
tory of a venishing rece. After Black Hawk was released 1o
his people he called upon Antoine Le Claire and expressed &
desire to have e history of his life written, in order "that
people of the United States, among whom he hsd been travel-
ing and by whom ne hed been treated vith great respect,
friendshin,end hospitality, might know the causes that had
impelled hiim to sct as he had done, and the principles by
which he vies governed."

Black Hawk addressed the introduction to Brigadier
General Atkinson and said in closing -- "thet you may never
experience the humility that the American Governmenyv has e~
duced me to, is the wish of him, who, in his native forests
was once as proud and bold as Fourself."

Plack Hawk took time in this account of his confl%cts
with the whites to tell of Indien philosophy and lore,and of

-
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his meditations while he looked from the top of a cliff
."with wonder and pleasure at the grand scenes that were pre-
sented by the sun's rays even across the mighty water." The
book has run to at least 14 editions.

Perhans the earliest local historian was Willard Bar-
rows, who came to Davenport in 1838 as a surveyor. He pub-
lished Barrow's New Map of Iowa with Notes. in 1845. On a
trip to California in tne sarly fifties he wrote travel
articles of the western country, and wrote the history of
Scott County for the Tfirst State Historical Society of Iowa.
This history is in the Annals of Jowa for 1863.

Frenc B. Wilkie wrote Davenport Past end Present,(1858).
' He went south with the FirsT lowa Regiment in 1861, and bDe-
came army correspondent for the New York Times. He was well
known as a newspaper man and wrote several booxs, =Nong them
Chicago Journalism and The Gambler.

J. ¥. D. Burrows, who came to Scott County to farm in
1839 and later kept store in Davenport, published his Dbook
Fifty Years in Towa in 1888. It tells of pioneering hard-
Ships, successes, and losses, and also deplcts the resili-
ence of the rugged buildsrs of Scott County.

Ambrose C. Fulton, a pionser mill owner of Davenport
who hed lived his early veers as a sailor, published his
Life's Voyage in 1898. It was written Irom his "diary of
5 Sailor on land and sea' which was "jotted down during a
seventy yeers! voyage." Some of this "yoyage" concerns his
life in Davennort, where he promoted various enterprises.
Fulton said it required courage to "sail on a more dangerous
sea -- the sea of ink," but the result was & narrative which
holds attention.

A later historian, Harry F. Downer, wrote The History
of Davennort snd Scott County in 1910. After his first work
as tescheT and newspaper nien, he entered soclal woerk and
wrote numerous papers dealing with social problems. The Boy
and His Job and TFriendly Chats With Possible Americans are
Usua.ly found wherever there is interest 1in vocational
training.

Charles A. Ficke, at the age of two, came in 1852 1o
Scott County from Germany with his parents. They settled on
a farm nsar Long Grove, where Charles spent hie childhood,
and vhere his sensitive mind recorded much of the family's
life in those early days. He was a lewyer, and one of the
founders of +the Davenport Contemporary Club 1n 1896. He
wrote ten pamphlets on current problems for the club. He
traveied extensively and became interested in art. In 1930
he publishéd his Memories of Fourscore Years, & stOTy of his
life and of Davenport and Scott County.
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Walter A. Blair, born in 1856, wrote 4 Rsft Pilot's Log
(193C). He liwved W1th his father at Princeton 1n 1878 when
he began his service ss clerk on the Le Cleire Belle, &
steam raftboat owned by Captain Sam Van Sant, Blzir ob-
tained a pilot's license and with Captain Ven Sant or-
ganized +le Le Claire Naviration bonparv HIis Dbook 1is a
delichtful source of lississippi River 2nd rafting data.

Alice French came to Davenport when a mare child and
lived there until her desth in 1934. She began to write for
nublicatiorn in the seveatiss, undsr <the Den neue Cctave

“3
Trenet, Iler first efforts were not rewsrded end she saw
plenty of hard work on er way To literary succCesE.
French's first Dbook, hnlt*oro in the Sun, wes pub;ms:ed in
1887, The Davennort of the nineties is pictured in  her
Stories of a Western Town (1893). ier father menufactured

aglrcult‘“ 1  implements and nany of her works wers based
unnn problems of capital and labor. Thi; vies the +theme of
ner 7irst novel, The Man of tzs Four. (190%). It was writ-
ten st the time of the »su.iman strike in 1894. Her books
were popuiar during the ninsties end the following decade
end some of hsr short stories were used s models 1n taxt
books. 1fiss TFrench ebandoned mnovel writing snd became
nrominent in social work during her later life. Xer 21
books plaved a great npart in bringing Davenvort to the ZILore
in literature. '

C‘La* leg =Idv

;erd Fuzsell  (1860-1941) gained his first
experience in journalien in his ZTather's newspeper office,
the Davennort Curstie. Thile a student in the Academy at
St. cobnsoury, vermont, 12 bezan to write articles Tfeavoring
free trade which vere puhliiszed 1n his father's paper, de-

spite ths fact thet the gﬁgette was an "old line Republican
organ.” Aftervwcrds, in 1821 and while hs vwes managing  edi-
tor, Russelil &nd Eenry J. Phllpott, editor of the D=s Moinaes
Lead,;, founded the Iowa State Free Trede League, the Tfirst
Such orzcrnizaticn in the Midwest. In 1884 ae sbiued &s
nisht editeor ol the Vinn’apolis Tribune, and the nawt voer
was nenaiing Pd“uo o1 tne Detroit Tribune

Craaring to renorting, he worked on +uw Meww Tork Times
and the New Vork World. Here he studied crime-breseding
tenerzent dlstricts anc bscame intensely Wﬂter gsted in social
conditions. TIn 1902 he nimnaged the Chicago Amsrican. Af%er
1904 he began o devote his time to writing hooks o©nd lec-
turing on gociology. ZIZxtensively travelad, h2s became a sTu-

dent ¢f Torelgn Dolit%cs, In 1917 ue was appointed envoy to
Russia by President Wilscn, & wrote several bocks on
Russia aTter hiis return to Am»rica.

W

varsatile and prolific writer, he produced 28 boo:sp
" - » - ’
The iparican Ozchestra and Theodore Thomas (1gem)  wes




The Arts in Davenport

awarded the Pulitzer prize for the best blography o
vear 1927. For material for his A Rafting oh the klss* =
sippi (1928) he returned to Davenport, vhere ne £aid +the
book had been forming in his mind since he hsd playzd along
the river as a boy.

In 1915 a group of Dsvenporters in the HEsst were taking
part in the beginning of a restless new moversnt in liters-
ture. They opened a little theater in Provincetown, kessa~
chusetts, whlch.was to start a new chapter in Arerlcan drama
and literature and leter to discover Eugene 0'Neill. The
lead?r of this theater group wss George Cram Cook (1873~
1924).

Cook was a name deeply imbedded in the history of Dav-
enport. Both hls father and grandfather were lewyers. His
mother was the deughter of a farmer who ovmed many acéres of
timbered hills and fertile lend near Buffalo. Eer love for
the outdoors imnelled her to have her family's oid log . home:
moved Irom the woods to a spot of her chonsing  on the ¥is+
sissippi. Here George eand his mother soent many a happy
hour. Friends who loved books, art, and music met thsre for
informal talks. The family treveled arnd by ths time George
was eight he hed memories of Denver, Nantucket, end ‘lashing-
ton,where his father had argued a case in the Supreme Court.

George, or Jig,as he was called, went to Xemper Hall,
the military school where he was captain of B Company.: He
was only 14 when he sntered the State University of Iowa.
e said, much later, "I know no place in the world where the
mystery of existence 1is felt so deenly 8s in this rustic
University.® At the age of 19 he won his A. B. at Iarvard,
a lonely upper classian. e continusd his studiss at Heids
elberg, Germany,and at Geneva, Switzerland. Hes was 23 when
in 1895 he began teaching English in Iowa University, where
he remained for three years. In 1898 he enlisted in the
army to serve in the war with Spain. He later told the
story of nis company s battle with +trphoid in the booklet,
Company B of Da erporc, ,

His desire to write caused him +to halt his teaching
career to produce novels, In Hampton Roads (1899}, and
Roderick Taliaferro (19208), a romance of Mexico. Afterward,
in 1902-03, he taught English at Leland Stanford University
in California but resigned at the c¢lose of the year to con-
tinue writing. L R

Cook went beck to the 1og cabin home on the Kiasisﬁi;pi;‘
and raised and s0ld vegetables = to experience a richer in

G
macy with the soil. His companion for a time &t the eabin .
was Floyd Dell, a 1l7-year old post by whom, according to-

Susan Glaspell, Cook was "ehallenged, mettled, charmed, and
enraged into new serutinies of old truthg, 1nto defeﬂggs,f
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revealings, creation." Cook wrote 3ZEvolutiocn and the Super-
man (1906) and his novel The Chasm, which was not published
until 1911, the same yesr thaet he was called to the Chicago
Evening Post as a CO-edluOT of the bocok page. About this
time he wrote articles for The Forum and lMetropolitan crit-
icising the lack of professional freedom in 4#merican uni-
versities. In 1913 he married Susan Glaspell, whom he had
long known in Davenport. The two beceme members of a colony
of writers and artists in Provincetown, Massachusetts, which
developed into the famed Provincetown Players of New York
City. Cook was director of the players, and his vision and
enthusiasm Dbrought together a remarkable group of play-
wrights and actors. Among these was Eugene O0'Neill, whose
rlays were first produced by the playsers in their little
made-over stable on lacDougal Street, New York.

Supvressed Dasires,a jibe at psychoanalysis,was written
by Cook and his wife and both took parts in the play. It
was first put on in Provincetown and was later given by the
players in New York. This and other one-act plays by Cook
& Glaspell, and by Glaspell alone, becsme popular with 1it-
tle tiieater groups throughout the country.

Cook kept up an unflagging interest in the little thea-
ter throughout the turmoil of the World War days and the
war's aftermath. The Provincetown's prospectus of 1818,
written by Cook, sald: "The social justification which we
feel to be valid now for makers and players of plavs 1s that
they shall help to keep alive in the world the 1ight of im-
agination. Without it the wreck of the world that was can-
not be cleared away and the new world shaped."

One of Cock's plays, Athenian Women, given in ~ April,
1918, was the group's first full-length play. The Spring, a
play dealing with incarnation, went back to his esrly im-
pressions of Black Hawk 2nd the Indien mysticism. It opened
January 31, 1921.

After eight szasons, and a 7rift over +taking plays to
Broadway,where Jig (George Cram Cook) felt the group would
loge its independence and the 1ideals it stood for, he and
Susan left for Greece for a yeer of study end replenishment.

In Greece he translated his Athenian Women into Greek
and made up his anthology Greelk Coins (1925). He was never
to leave this land of his dreans. He died January 10, 1924,
and was buried beside the Temple of Apollo.

His poem "I See the Hills™, in Greek Coins, from which
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an excerpt follows, was written in his mother's cabin in
Buffalo:

Southward from my window I see the hills of Illinois.

The river spreads between -- a frozen tumult of
jagged blocks of ice.

The slopes of the hills rise sunlit covered with SNOowW,

The crests of the hills are black with woods;

The valleys are black with the shadow of the hills.

Susan Glaspell (1882-) was born and reared in Davenport.
After she had received her Ph. B. degree at Drake Universitr
in Des Moines she obtained a post as State House and Legis-
lature reporter for the Des Moines Daily News. A period of
employment on the Des Moines Cspital followed. Her experi-
ences, with her keen wunderstanding of politics, gave her a
fund of material from which she developed her short stories.

She went to Chicago University for further graduate
work and in 1909 her first novel, The Glory of the Conguered
was published and became & best seller. 1t was soon fol-
lowed by an historical novel, The Visioning. The setting of
the story was in the Tri-Cities, much of the action occur-
ring at Rock Island. After MNiss Glaspell's marriage to
George Cram Cook in 1913, she did much work in collaboration
with him as a playwright, player, and director of +the
Provincetown Players. '

)

Among her plays was The Inheritors, produced by the
Provincetown Players in 1621 with Ann Herding making her
first stage appearance in 1it. Miss Glaspell chose +the
character of Nicholas Fejervary of Davenport as her pro-
tagonist and touched on the theme of the conscientious ob-
jector in war. When this play was produced in the Rusholme
Theatre in Manchester, England, a Manchester critic stated:
"Miss Glespell's theme puts her in the company of Ibsen and
of Galsworthy, and though her exuberant and romantic tech-
nique is far different from theirs, she need not fear the
comparison.” Glaspell went to Greece with her husband in
1922, snd in 1923 returned to the United States. She nar-
ried Nornmen Matscn, autlior and critic, in 1925. The next
year The Road to the Temple, her biography of George Cram
Cook, was published. The book was reissued in 1941 because,
as Miss Glespell s=2i1d, "Events seem to have caught up with
it.” Her play, Alison's IHouse (1930),received the Pulitzer
drama prize. She has also written the novels Brook Evans
(1928), Fugitive's Return (1929), Ambrose Holt and Family
(1931) ,and The Norning is Near Us (1939). he latter is a
combined mystery and psychological novel, with an American
small town setting. '

For three yesrs, Miss Glaspell was director of the
national service and play bureau of the fedsral theater at
Chicago.
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Arthur Davison Ficke, the son of Charles A. Ficke. be-
came one of Towa's,three poets of national rank. IHe was
born in Davenport, Novembsar 10, 1883. As a c¢hild he trav-
eled in the Orlent with his Darentu and vhen very young be-

came interested in Eastern art. On the third flcor of his
howe in Davenport was a 1little theater which rrovided ex-
Presslon for his fancies 2nd parhaps encoursaged rhis later

creative work. DPoems he wrote while attending Iarvard ap-
peared in the Harvard Advocate.,

- In }907 @he young poet began the study of lew in the
State University of Towa vwhere he also taugh English.
From the Tsles, his first volume of poems, vas rublishead
that year. He was admitted %o the bar in 1908 and began
practicing law with his father. He was an able lawver but
his heart was not in the work. After his return from France
at the close of the World Wer, his father sncouraged him +to
abandon law for literature. (

he poet's awareness of barriers betwsen father and son
are revealsd in tie following lines, the first stunza of his
poem;
7o My Father

« oo And thus we face sach othsor, doy by day,
Across the dosk with tangled papsrs strewn...
Your hair grows whiter and my heir turns grey,
And many a Fall gocs by, and many & Jund...
And still trnrough &ll the turmocil of the hours
No hour iz born in which at last to broeak

he sileuce-lot the decp imprisconsd povers
Rimc eloquent to the daylight world sad sprcal.
And doubtloess you or I sheall to the grave
Go down with this strangc silcnes gtill unbrolong
And for gll gifts, a1l wisdom, that you gave
My wonder still unvoiced, my thanks unapcoken...
oooknow that 1f I first to the ending coue

It wes flood, not dearth, of speech that held rme dumb,

Ficke studied the development of Japanesse art and wrotce
two books on the gaubjset. Tl zlso wrote pvlays. Eis Ir.
Foust (1913) was producod by the Provincetown Players  1n
New York City in 1922. Edwin Bjorkman said of Lir. Fuust,
"It is, first of all, =nd throughout, = living, breathing,
work of art."

Despite the mysticism, Ficke had = refreshing scnse of
humor. It was ofb  Dowve Pwort in collaborotion with Tittmer
Bynner, o pocet who ofton VlSJtud thie Wicke home, that
Spectra was written, a good natured thrust at modern poetry.
Tach wrote scveral poeng a day snd in three wselts the book
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was finished. The reviewers were soon busy with Spectra;
the following is typical of the poems:

I have not written, reader,
That you may read...
They sit in rows in the bare schoolroom
Reading.
Throwing rocks at windows is better.
And oh, the tortoise shell cat with
the can tied on!
I would rather be a can-tier
Than a writer for readers.

Ostensibly the writers were Anne Knish (Ficke) and
Samuel Morgan (Bynner). Before the truth was revealed, well
known poets and editors had praised the book. By that time,
Ficke was a major in the A. E. F. in France,and the New York
Times said, "Ficke 1s +trying to 1live it down in the
trenches.,"

His April ZElegy (1917) and Sonnets of a Portrait
Painter (1914) are especially well 1liked. Nocturne in a
Libtrary (1925) is praised. Beauty of form and sincerity
mark many poems in Selected Poems (1926), Mountain Against
Mountain (192¢), and The Secret (1938).

In 1939 Ficke's novel, Mrs. Morton of Mexico, appeared.
R. L. Martin said of it in the New York Times, "This is one
of the most agreeable books ever to have come out of Mexico
for the humor, serenity and casually expert workmanship.™

Harry Hansen was born in Davenport in 1884. As a high
school student he reported for 1local newspapers and had a
book column in the Davenport Republican , which he continued
while he attended the TUniversity of Chicago. After his
graduation he reported for the Chicago Dalily News and was
promoted until in 1920 he became literary editor. During
liis 14 years of service for this paper he spent several
years abroad as a war correspondent. He reported the Paris
Peace Conference in 1919, and afterwards wrote the Adventure
of the Fourteen Points.

He began a 16-year period of book reviewing for Har-

per's Magazine in 1923. That year his Nidwest Portraits

was published, dealing mainly with Chicago writers, but in- -
cluding some from Davenport as well. He worked on the staff
of the New York World from 1926 to 1931 and gince then has
conducted a book review column for the New York World-Tele-
gram. He became editor of the O. Henry prize stories and
chairman of the 0. Henry lemorial Award in 1933. He ven-
tured into fiction with Your Life Lies Before You. (1935), a
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History, philosophy, sociology, science, and law have
authors who were born 1in Davenport. Henry Carter Adams
(1851-1921) wrote books on economics, Jjurisprudence, sclence
of finance, philanthropy, and social progress. Paul Shorey
(1847-1933) was the author of The Unity of Plato's Thought,
The Assault on Humenism, and other books. John F. Dillon

wrote several books regarded as authoritative on 1legal
subjects.

Floyd Dell once wrote, "I wonder what Davenport is like
now and if there are boys and girls growing up there who
dream wild, fcolish, beautiful dreams...."”

Perhaps. It is hoped thet the boys and girls of Scott
County will live up to and better the .inspiring record of
the past.

Vo
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